
A Visitor Impact Management Process manual is 
one of three publications planned for 1986 as out­
growths of three years of work by the National Parks 
ConseJVation Association and a team of social and 
soil scientists from the University of Maryland. Funded 
by two foundations and directed by Laura Loomis, 
chief of grass roots and outreach for NCPA, the study 
has focused on two National Parks - Great Smoky 
Mountains and Glacier. 

Two additional publications slated for Spring 1986 
are a literature synthesis, discussing the state of the 
art of carrying capacity in general and five principles 
in particular - soil, vegetation, water, wildlife, andre· 
lated social questions, and a bibliography with 1800 
citations, by subject matter and with title key word 
coding. 

"We have designed a process that will be useful on 
a broad scale in general management planning," 
Loomis said, "and should also be useful for solving 
so-called carrying capac1ty problems in any park." 

A training program will be the final step in the pro· 
ject. Details of the study will be carried in a 1986 issue 
of Park Science. 


