
To the Editor: 
Since your visit here to Gateway last April, I have 

done some thinking about one of the Park Science 
themes we discussed - the use of scientific research 
having to do with the parks as part of the interpretive 
programs. The research papers presented at the re­
cent Jamaica Bay Conference here showed me that 
raw research data need working on before they can 
be included in interpretive programs. 

First, the material must be selected and translated 
into layman's terms. Second, it must be surrounded 
by appropriate caveats so that people are not led to 
generalizations too broad or inferences too optimistic 
or pessimistic. 

Third - in Gateway's case anyway - the research 
needs to be placed in a context which is based on a 
considerable amount of non-NPS research into 
Jamaica Bay, the New York Bight, and the broad prob­
lem of estuarine pollution. 

And fi11ally, the public should be made aware of all 
the research that still needs to be done. Irs a big job. 
and I hope I am able to hire an interpretive specialist 
who will be up to it. 

Sam Holmes, Chief of Interpretation 
Gateway National Recreation Area 


