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A combination of acid deposition policy and science
was the fare al the Acid Rain and the West conference
held in Gunnison, CO July 23-25. Among highlights
of the meetings was the excitement caused when two
researchers, Erich Elstner from Germany and Richard
Kiein from Vermont, claimed to observe forest dam-
age in Colorado that “precisely parallels that seen in
southern West Germany and in New England.” An
emergency group was formed to conduct further in-
vestigations.

Ancther highlight was the official anncuncement of
the formation of the Western Atmospheric Deposition
Task Force. The group will attempt to coordinate at-
mospheric deposition research in the Rocky Mountain
States. making sure that needed research gets done
and lines between scientists and policy makers are
kept open. Two members of the Nalionai Park Ser-
vice, Chris Shaver and Jil Baron sit on the Task Force,
which also includes EPA, US Forest Service, US
Geological Survey, environmental and industrial
members.



