Pollutants Found
In Rainier, Olympic

Prompted by ewvidence of acid rain and arsenic
contamination in the North Cascades in the late
1970s and 1980s, Oregon State University research
has found areas in both Olympic and Mount Rainier
NPs where contamination in vegetation is substan-
tially higher than background levets. Mount Rainier,
with more exposure to peilution from the Seattle-
Tacoma industrial areas, was found to be more
contaminated, but the extent of pollution in Olympic
NP surprised the scientists.

The research does not suggest levels that are an
obvious threat 1o plants or animals in any short-term
sense, according to Research Biologist Ed Starkey
of the OSU'CPSU, “but in the past Olympic NP has
been used as a ‘clean’ basis for companson to other,
more polluted areas ... It Olympic is not quite as
clean as we thought, then the other areas may be
more contaminated than past research has indi-
cated.”

Now that background levels of certain poliutants
have been established for these parks, Starkey said.
any increasing pollution can be moniored with
greater accuracy.



