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"Conservation Biology: The Science of Scar­
city and Diversity," published in May 1986 by 
Sinauer Associates, Inc., of Sunderland, MA 01375, 
and edited by Michael E. Soule, is a comprehensive 
overview of the scientific foundations of conservation 
biology - emphasizing the core fields of ecology, 
biogeography, and genetics. The 480 page volume 
consists of 25 chapters, each by a leader in the field, 
divided into six sections on the genetics and viability 
of populations, categories of diversity and ranty, the 
effects of fragmentation, community processes, sen· 
sit1ve habitats and systems, and interactions with 
1he real world." 

According to the publishers, the chapters are ·au· 
thoritative and many contain new information and 
original theories and models relevant to in situ and 
ex situ conservation." In addition, the text is said to 
be "replete with ideas for future research directions 
and opportunities," and includes a comprehensive 
bibliography and suggested readings appended to 
each chapter. Cloth books are $46.50; paperbacks, 
$27.00. 

An NPS reviewer w1ll assess the book in the Fall 
issue. 
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