
John P. Wiley's regular column in the Smith­
sonian magazine (Phenomena, comment and notes) 
in the March issue is devoted to a discussion of The 
Ecology of Natural Disturbance and Patch Dynamics, 
edited by Peter White and S.T.A. Pickett. The book 
evidently was a real revelation to Wiley, who found 
his whole vision of the world changing as he mulled 
the two-way error into which Pickett and White argue 
that biologists can fall: they may erroneously extrapo­
late from measurements made during disturbance­
free years to predict the future, and they may use a 
scale for their studies that masks patches of very 
different character. 
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