
In one of the largest surveys ever made of 
contaminants in arctic wildlife, toxic chemicals were 
widely present in polar bears, seals, and fish. The 
findings were reported by Ross Norstrom of the 
Canadian Wildlife Service at the Second World Con­
ference on Large Lakes. The study involved exami­
nation of liver and skin samples from 144 polar bears 
and was done in cooperation with Inuit hunters in 
arctic Canada. The contaminants, many of which fall 
under the general category of organochlorines, are 
carried to the arctic on the wind, from thousands of 
miles away. 


