


gust. They are diving birds, feeding primarily on fish
and euphausid shrimp from offshore waters near
San Miguel [sland. They are especially vulnerable to
ol poilution, and therefore serve as sensitive indi-
calors of environmental conditiens in the park,

Seabirds are important indicators of the health of
marine and coastal ecosystems. A drastic decline in
the number of young brown pelicans provided a
dramatic warning of DDT pesticide contamination off
the southem California coast in the 1960s. As they
stumbled and then recovered in the 1970s and 1980s,
they reflected improvements in the health of coastal
ecosystems. California brown pelicans are now re-
covering, but the vigil must go on.
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