Rocky Mountain
National Park

Surveys of the distribution of Giardia, a
protozoan parasite, in high-elevation
streams of Rocky Mountain National Park
were conducted during the summers of 1984
and 1985. In the Glacier Gorge and Loch
Vale basins—two popular watersheds—3 to
11 Giardia cysts per 1000 liters were found
in 7 of the 35 stream pumpings. In two of
three remote backcountry streams sampled,
no Giardia cysts were found; samples taken
from the third stream contained cysts
(10-16 per 1000 liters) only in the vicinity of
beaver activity. Evidence to date suggests
that in Rocky Mountain NP beavers,
humans, and possibly muskrats are the
principal carriers of Giardia, which causes a
gastrointestinal illness that can be debili-
tating and long-lasting if not identified and
treated. Park signs and brochures warn
.visitors of the danger and advise backcoun-
try hikers to boil drinking water. Giardia, a
cosmopolitan parasite, has also been iden-
tified in other western national parks, in-
cluding Olympic, Sequoia, and Yosemite.



