Gateway National
Recreation Area

Discharges from New York City, in-
cluding chlorinated hydrocarbons,
petroleum, heavy metals, leachate from
sanitary landfills, and sewage treatment
plant effluent, have seriously polluted
Jamaica Bay, at the heart of this park unit.
Two of the landfills used by the city are
part of Gateway. Under a New York Stale
court order against New York City, dump-
ing was supposed to cease as of December
31, 1985, and it has, in fact, virtually
stopped. The Park Service plans eventually
to develop these landfills into recreation
areas, but first they must be rendered safe.
This is expected to cost hundreds of
millions of dollars, and simply determining
who will pay is likely to be a lengthy pro-
cedure.



