
Padre Island National 
Seashore 

Currents of the Gulf of Mexico bring to 
Padre Island some 100 to 300 barrels of 
hazardous waste each year from freighters, 
oil and gas platforms and other sources. 
Some of these barrels contain material so 
toxic that a person could die within minutes 
if he or she took the lid off and smelled the 
contents. Not knowing the danger, people 
sometimes use such barrels for shelter or as 
a windbreak for campfires. Under a special 
agreement with EPA, the Park Service is 
using Superfund money to analyze and dis­
pose of this hazardous material, but in 
FY1987 NPS will be required to fund this 
work itself. 


