
Great Smoky 
Mountains National 

Park 
An exhibit on air pollution sources and 

its effects in the Park is in preparation and 
should be on display at Newfound Gap 
sometime this summer. Consisting of one 
large panel flanked by two smaller ones, it 
will explain the causes of the frequent haze 
that obscures views; describe research and 
monitoring in the Park and the effects of air 
pollution on vegetation, such as ozone 
damage to white pine and retarded growth 
of red spruce; and present general informa­
tion on types of pollutants, their sources, 
and the prevailing directions from which 
pollutant-bearing air masses reach the 
Smokies. The concepts and information for 
the display were developed by the park 
scientists and interpretive staff and the NPS 
Air Quality Division. The Harpers Ferry ex­
hibits unit is working with a contractor 
who is producing the finished product. 

This project is seen as a prototype that 
can be adapted for use in other parks as 
well. Great Smokies is o ne of at least 40 
park units that now have some interpreta­
tion of air quality issues. 


