Newspapers come and go. televis:on news programsnind exponas compuler neworks spreac grp and
tighten into tough new feguments of information exchange — arc 1 3 s upheawng sea of human communi-
cafion. small craft like Park Science seek (neir p-oper .evels and patns

Probably not the most notable journalistic event of 1984, rut ceria.niy a signdficant one in this edifor s word
was the first meeting in February of the Park Science eaqrforia, board, For the past two years. the board members
had been receiving by maw. reading. ana passing an all the malenal that went inio each issue of Park Science,
Fditorial guidelines had been approven and dissemnated (5 2+ NPS Regions through the Regronal Chief
Scientist. Many a sticky problem had been resoivea via the teiephone Bul never hiad the group come together
with an agenda that demanded definttion of the overa.! rofe of Park Sc ence. its atice length imits. its polcy
with regard to letters 1o the editor. fis tolerance for humor 1S cistnbution practices. its ediloria: board composition
and terms.

The results have been communicated to the fieid in the form of a memo from the editor. Basically the message
fs that Park Science wil continue 1o furnish as wice as possible 2 samphing of the various scientific research
projects going on in the field. do so in short. concise siyle. inayman s term poiogy. and i e imelest possible
fashion.

The board noled the usefuinass of Park Science as a foo! for geffirg new findings into the manstream of
management. even while the more arduous route of scientific publication is grinding afong. One of our board
members. Bill Lukens. also serves on the edilorial board for the NFS Monograph Seres. now based i the
Southeast Regian From his position as a member of both boards. Bitt offered the view that Park Science s rapid
dissemination — “keeping everyone up 1o dale on whats going on” - satisfies a real management need in the
Systemn. Affer aftending a Monograph board meeting, immediately foliowing the Park Science gathering. he
wrofe that the two programs. together, amounted to “a very good. aibetf rean pubiication progam deaing with
the natural resources and the visiors relationship lo them.”

In the irleresis of keeping the distribution iist spare and sharply largelea. a nolice will shortly be included in
afl 'single copies” on the list, asking recipients 1o re-request inciusion. If no reply Is recenved. the names will be
dropped.

The editor was grateful and. frankly. somewhat surprised at the level of inferest and commitment shown by
the hard-working board members, ali of whom have their own demanding jobs with the Service. The energy
and enthusiasm they displayed is a priceless boon to an edior and to the System we are all trying {o serve.

Let this editorial also serve as an invitation to readers to contribute — arficles, news noles. lefters. s your
thoughts and feefings as well as the resulfs of your research and applications that make up Park Science’s
raisor détre.




