An Associated Press story filed out of Jackson-
ville, Horida on Nov. 18, 1983, lells of a young
Kemp's Ridlay turtle less than a foot long and weigh-
ing about 52 pounds, found Nov. 9 on a Cape Cod
beach under conditions that strongly suggested it had
been hibernating.

C. Robert Shoop, a professer of zoology at the Uni-
versity of Rhode !sland, found the turtle. On its shell
were growths of algae and sea lettuce, which led sci-
entists at the URU's School of Oceanography to be-
lieve it had been busied in the mud at the bottom of
Cape Cod Bay.

“The thing that makes it very important is that it has
this indication that it was hibemating. That's never
been shown before,” Shoop said. The turtle was sent
to Marineland in Florida for further scientific study,
after which, if it is healthy, it will be released in the
Gulf.

Before the discovery, scientists thought younger
turtles of the Kemp's Ridley species were carried up
the East Coast by the Gulf Stream each spring and
then swam south for the winter. Now, Shoop told AP,



it may turn out that some of the young Kemp's Ridley
turtles actually hibemate during the winter in the cold-
er waters of the Northeast.
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