Wilderness Campsites
And Trails Considered

Two research papers by David N. Cole, research
ecologist with Syslems for Environmental Manage-
ment, Missoula, MT, have been published by USFS
Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station,
Ogden, UT 84401. “Assessing and Monitoring Back-
courttry Trail Conditions” is Research Paper INT-303;
"Monitoring the Condition of Wilderess Campsites™
is Research Paper INT-302.

“Assessing and Monttoring” discusses how to apply
three types of trail assessment techniques - replica-
ble measurements, rapid surveys, and censuses —
and how to use the results to improve backcountry
management. “Menitoring” looks at desirable charac-
teristics of a wildemess campsite impact monitoring
system, evaluates existing methods, and suggests
ways of developing a system that builds on the strong
points of existing techniques.



