
ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
Richard W. Klukas. research biologist at 

Wind Cave NP, reports on-going experi­
ments with prescribed fire in an effort to 
reintroduce the burning that was a natural 
part of the ecosystem in the past and to 
determine its effects on birds and small 
mammals. 

Initial reason for the burn was to protect 
the park 's grasslands from pine encroach­
ment and provide more room and food for 
buffalo. The burning had caused bird popu­
lation to decrease - especially the gras­
shopper sparrow, while population of 
small mammals has increased. Klukas 
sa1d the bird population is expected to 
rebound within two or three years, but 
research into this matter will continue. The 
increase in prairie deer mice, 13-lined 
ground squirrels. and prairie voles seems 
to be due to increase in food supply. The 
fire burns old grass, releasing nutrients 
into the soil and providing more grass and 
seed for the small mammals, Klukas said. 

Research is being conducted with gradu­
ate students from Michigan Technological 
University's forestry department. 


