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Research on the largest squirrel popula-
tion ever recorded in Lafayette Park,
across the street from the White House,
has been undertaken by an unusuaily
expert level of volunteers under the direc-
tion of Jeness Hall, of the President’s Park
Unit of NCR. Hall's volunteers work two
hours in the mornina and two in the after-
noon, counting squirrels, observing the
food they eat, and photographing their
activities. The data is being added to the
base compiled two years ago by David
Manski, NPS wildlife biclogist (whose
results were reported in the Winter 1982
issue of Park Science). The volunteer
researchers, many of whom are profes-
sionals in the collection of wildlife and
vegetation information, are contributing
their expertise in this urban setting in an
attempt to determine whether the old, his-
toric trees of Lafayette Park may be in
danger from the enormous squirrel popu-
lation.



