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What probably is the oldest mammalian 

den complex ever found was uncovered in 
Agate Fossil Beds NM. Gering, Nebraska. 
by Dr. Robert Hunt. Jr .. and three student 
assistants this summer. On the side of a 
weathered outcrop a mile south of the 
Niobrara River. they found two prehistoric 
"bear-dogs" (Dapheonodon) and evidence 
of several underground dens where the 
animals lived. Bear-dogs roamed the flat 
plains of western Nebraska 20 million 

iyears ago, and were the dominant species 
;in North America at the time. Their size 
ranged from that of an Irish setter to a 
small grizzly bear. Hunt was even able to 
match up the bones from his recent find 
with those uncovered in 1905 by Olaf 
Peterson of the Carnegie Museum. and in 
addition discovered that two burrows led 
to the spot where Peterson had made his 
find. Dr. Hunt is returning to do more field 
work this fall , and will do a complete story 
on the bear-dogs for a future issue of Park 
Science. 


