
Practical Protection 

In a related follow-up to the news reported in the Fall 
1981 issue of Park Science about the discovery of a 
monobactam that resulted in a new class of antibiotics, 
the Squibb Institute's chief microbiologist, in Prince­
ton, NJ, spoke out on the subject of protected lands. 
"Our discoveries," he said, ''have always come from 
soil samples taken from places such as the Pinelands 
and the Great Swamp (both in New Jersey and both 
protected) where there is little or no pollution. He 
added that a relatively unspoiled environment permits 
a tremendous variety of life forms to flourish, whereas 
the number of species in a polluted ecosystem nar· 
rows considerably. 


