
Ed"11orial Brief: "Our place in the life of the world is unfathomable because 
we have so much to learn, but it is surely not absurd. We matter. For a 
time, anyway, it looks as though we will be responsible for the thinking of 
the system, which seems to mean, at this stage, the responsibility not to do 
damage to the rest of life if we can help it. This is in itself an immensely 
complicated problem, in view of our growing numbers and the demands 
we feel compelled to make on the planet's resources. There is no hope of 
thinking our way through the quandary except by learning more, and part 
of the learning (not all of it, mind you, but a good part) can only be achiev· 
ed by science, more and better science - not for our longevity or comfort 
or affluence but for comprehension, without which our long survival is 
unlikely." 

Lewis Thomas, Chancellor, 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 

From his 1980 Harvard Phi Beta Kappa Oration 


