A project to identify space-science research objec-
tives extending into the 21st century, begun two years
ago on the heels of the Challenger iragedy, has issued a
hefty, 7-volume report, suggesting what Science News
writer Jonathan Eberhart calls “roadmaps for 30 years
of tomorrows.”

One of the six sections, each of which begins by
projecting existing or planned activities in its field
through 1995 and then looks ahead through 2015 A.D., is
entitled “Mission to planet earth.” This section
addresses questions of global changes and habitability
on earth, proposes a satellite-based observing system
provided in part by other countries. Five geostationary
satellites, two 1o six polar-orbiting platiorms, and a com-
plementary network of earth-based sensors would pro-
vide a regular infusion of data for theoretical modeling.
The panel of scientist/authors conclude that “this
accomplished, scientists could use the entire earth as a
laboratory.”



