“0 beautiful, for oil leases” was the headline for a U.S.
News and World Report story in the Aug. 29/Sept. 5,
1988 issue. The subhead read: “The real threat to the
national parks lies just beyond their boundaries.”

The article strongly presents “the fact that fires actu-
ally benefit wilderness areas by clearing undergrowth
and dead trees, thus regenerating the forest and improv-



ing wildlife habitat” and then goes on to consider “the
real threat to America’s first and most ecologically pris-
tine national park: An ever tightening circle of mining. oi!
wells, timber clear-cutling. geathermal leasing, vacation
homes and growing communities that is closing in on
Yellowstone from every direction.”

The four-page report airs views from both sides of the
conservation struggle and concludes that “the partial
answer, of course, is more and bigger parks,” but con-
cedes that:

“Out West, where the private-land ethic is sacrosanct
and Park Service motives are always regarded with
jaundiced suspicion, favoring expansion can be palitical
suicide, and creating new parks or adding to others will
be difficult.”



