
The latest issue of Environmental Law (Vol. 16, 
No. 2, Winter 1986, pp. 207-254) contains an art1cle 
entitled "Can Indians Hunt in National Parks? Deter­
minable Indian Treaty Rights and United States v. 
Hicks" by H. Barry Holt. The recent arrest and convic­
tion of two members of the Quinault Indian Tribe for 
killing elk within Olympic National Park raised ques­
tions about the nature and extent of Indian treaty 
rights and the Federal governmenrs policy toward 
these treaty nghts. Th1s article analyzes determinable 
Indian treaty rights and the governmenrs traditional 
construction of those rights. The author argues that 



government interpretations are based on conveni­
ence, and are contrary to the canons of treaty con­
struction and previous judicial decisions. Holt 
concludes that the Hicks defendants either have a 
treaty right to hunt in Olympic National Park or they 
deserve compensation for a taking of that property 
right. 
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