“"The Acid Rain Whodunit,” an article by Kenneth
A. Rahn and Douglas H. Lowenthal. appears in the
August 7. 1986 edition of Nalural History. #t describes
a tracer system for air pollutants that has been in the
development stage since about 1980 and was origi-
nally described two years ago in Natural History
("Who's Polluting the Arctic?” May 1984). The system
has been adapted to the Northeast region of the
United States. Applying the system to New England.
the authors have found approximately 20 elements
that are pollutants are particufarly useful for tracing
purposes. These include arsenic. antimony.
selenium, zine, indium. manganese, and vanadium.
Significance of this approach lies in the fact that
before it was applied. the general assumption was
that the pollutants had been generated solely in the
Midwest. With the new knowledge that some local
sources are afways preseni, a good start can be
made in conirelling the original pollution.”
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