
A thought-provoking article by I.A.W. Macdonald in 
the July 1987 issue of South African Journal of Science 
was sent to us by Lloyd Loope, NPS Research Scientist 
at Hateakala NP, Hawaii. Macdonald, who is in the Percy 
FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, University of 
Cape Town, So!Jth Africa, compares the South African 
Wildlife Management Association's third thematic sym· 
posium in Pretoria in July 1986 to the July 1987 Science 
in the National Parks conference in Fort Collins, Colo., 
held immediately followmg the Pretoria meeting. 

Macdonald compares the two conferences point by 
point, observing that one of the major differences was 
"the emphasis on the politics of conservation throughout 
the American meeting." He offers the opinion that "con· 
servation in the USA is now suffering from 'too much 
democracy' (epitomized by the inability of the National 
Park Service to implement ecologically desirable fire 
regimes or cost-effective feral donkey control pro· 
grammes in some of their parks because of 'public pres· 
sures'). Yet the willingness of managers and 
researchers to debate these political realities in public 
was highly commendable." 


