A proposal 1o modify the aims of several targe Cana-
dian National Parks, so that they can serve as ecological
baseline control areas {e.g. Kluane, Wood Buffaio,
Auyuittug, Prince Albert). is presented in Park News, the
journal of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society,
{pp. 4-7. Summer 1987 issue). by A.R.E. Sinclair of The
Ecology Group. Department of Zoclogy, University of
British Columbia.

Sinclair cites the Sahel zone of West Africa and its
serious famine in the 1970s —a condition thought to have
been brought about by low rainfall. A photointerpreter
studying NASA satellite imagery discovered a polygon
cf green amidst the denuded Sahel - a government
ranch fenced to exclude the nomadic peoples. Acting as
an unintentional control. this ranch demonstrated that it
was the nomadic pastoralists, not the low rainfall alone,
that precipitated the widespread starvation and death
from famine.

Sinclair suggests nine actions having to do with
monitoring and a national data collection system that will
make these large, largely naturat areas most useful as
baselines against which to measure our manipulated
syslems.
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