
Alaska Region 
From AI Lovaas, Regional Chief Scientist, comes a 

speech given last summer by Chip Denner1ein, then 
director of the Alaska Division of Slate Parks, to the 20th 
Annual Federal and Provincial Parks Conference in 
Canada. In it, Dennerlein makes a pursuasive case for 
"managing" wilderness, so that a sense of freedom and 
of pristine setting is available to both the conventional 
tourist and the backpacker ... a neat trick. 

''The visitor to a remote park is often looking for 
absolutes, not degrees of an experience," Dennerlein 
writes. "Management is by definition a science of 
degrees. Standing on that paradox is not an easy job:' 
He contends that "the home of the bears and the raw 
untouched realm of the glaciers must start at the edge of 
the road, at the end of the trail, at the fringe of the 
campground and on the other side of the pane of glass in 
the visitor center window," as sharply and crisply "as the 
fold of a piece of paper." 

Dennerlein's paper will appear in a future issue of 
the George Wright Society's FORUM. 


