
In the April 1988 issue of Bioscience, Wayne 
Gagne, an entomologist and education specialist 
at the B.P Bishop Museum in Honolulu, outlined 
conservation priorities lor Hawaiian natural sys· 
tems. He noted that "most youngsters pass 
through Hawai'i's public and private education 
systems largely without exposure to fundamental 
biological processes and natural systems of insu­
lar environments." Decision-makers sensrtive to 
the values of natural areas in Hawai'i are not read· 
ily produced in such an environment. 

Even though the situation may be similar to 
some mainland states in the U.S., so much 
environmental destruction is occurring so rapidly 
in the Islands that we have less time to prepare 
decision-makers to preserve natural areas. Pres­
sures are more severe in many cases, because 
land is limited and in high demand. Gagne sug· 
gests, as has Dan Janzen elsewhere for the nee­
tropics, that scientists and others most familiar 
with the conservation problems get actively 
involved in educating others to the values at risk 
and in ftghting to preserve the natural areas that 
remain. 


