“Lurking in every researcher, an interpreter strug-
gling to get out: consuming every interpreter, a desire
to know what he/she is falking about.”

With this “Olde Instant Proverb,” Bill Brown, NPS
Historian at Denali NP in Alaska. dives headlong info
the subject of “Research and Interpretation — and
Reintegration” ... his title for a solicited article in the
Spring 1988 issue of Interprefation. The result is an
eloguent plea for “communication cum substance via
giftedinterpretive leadership by people doubly giftedin
an and knowledge.”

Brown describes with painful clarity the general
trend of “interpretive exhibils” over the past 20 years
and ends with the comment that “This process is a
formula for formulaic products. Design. flash, and
hyperbole substitute for substance and the simple pro-
fundities of the park. Empty excellence is the best
result; vacuous mediocrity the worst.”

Where, he asks, is the old individualized. distilled
essence of the park? “Until art and substance are
reintegrated beginning at the park level and progress-
ing to the top level, interpretive integrity will elude us.
except as the exception.”



