
Thomas Lovejoy of the Smithsonian Institution told 
Science magazine that allocation of $250 million to 
SSOO million for a "quick and dirty" survey of areas still 
rich in biodiversity over the next two or three years was 
the only way - because of the rate of extinction - to 
protect species before they disappear. According to a 
1987 ·88 survey by the Center for Plant Conservation, a 
national botanical organization, more than 250 U.S. 
plants may become extinct in the next five years, and 
425 more by the year 2000. No matter what conserva­
tion policies are developed, it is already too late for 52 
species that are too decimated to save, according to 
Science News (Vol. 134, No. 24, p. 372). 

Bills that would support funding for surveys of plant 
and animal species and create protection policies were 
still in committee when Congress adjourned last ses­
sion. The bills will be reintroduced in both houses this 
session. 
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