
Or. William McShea of the National Zoological Park 
in Washington, DC, is seeking volunteers to observe, 
for a second season, the feeding deer in Shenandoah 
NP, and to catch and release mice and chipmunks in 
order to calculate their populations. The study is 
designed to determine whether mast - the seeds of 



oak, hickory, and beech trees - is the major variable 
determining the density and distribution of deer, mice, 
and chipmunks over the winter. Is the cumulative con­
sumption of mast by deer enough to starve out the 
smaller fry: mice, chipmunks, squirrels, and turkeys? 
Are management policies that favor "charismatic 
megavertebrates" like deer hard on smaller animals? 

Research team VIII will take the field Nov. 11-25, 
1989; staging area, Front Royal, VA; share of costs, 
$890. 
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