
The use of live organisms to track complex pollu­
tants is discussed in Texas Water Resources, (15:3). 
Author Ric Jensen concedes that although the term 
"biomonitoring" may be fairly new, the practice is at 
least centuries old. As evidence,. he cites the use by 
medieval kings of "food tasters" to determine whether 
rivals were poisoning the evening meal. That danger­
fraught job might have carried a higher civil service 
rating had it been listed as Biomonitoring Specialist. 
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