
"Professors· poor prose poses perplexing prob­
lem"is the headline on an L.A. Times-Washington 
Post News Service story by Thomas V. DiBacco, a 
historian at the American University in Washington, DC 
and author of a high school history textbook. His 
thesis: "Increasing numbers of professors can·t write 
well." 

'"Verbosity and pomposity" on the part of professors, 
DiBacco writes. has lately been exacerbated by .. mud­
dled prose:· He cites this example. taken from a 
learned statement on contemporary challenges in 
higher education: 

"But having a focused purpose in mind helps it con­
tinually prioritize its goals and objectives within the 
cross-currents of issues and new circumstances that 
continually pound on it." 

An individual who cannot write clearly (and serve as 
a model for his students) "is uneducated," says 
DeBacco, "no matter the credentials." He concludes 
that professors would do well to heed the words of 
Francis Bacon, who wrote in 1625: "Reading maketh a 
full man, conference a ready man, and writing an exact 
man:· 


