Michae Glantz. a senior scientist at the Nationa
Center for Atmospheric Research in Beuider. CO.
descrizes iin an articie for Knight-Ridder News Ser-
vice) a new category of nternationai refugee: environ-
memtai refugees ... people who have fred their homes
to other parts of tnerr country or across international
borders because of environmental degradation and
changes. Processes lie desertification. deforestation.
and prolonged drougnts have caused them 10 seex a
new homeland in order to feed ther famiites.” Glantz
writes. “"Lixe those fleeing from a local war (refugees)
orin séarch of a better wfe {economic refugees!. they
too have no official slatus as refugees.”

The UN Environmental Programme, Glantz reports.
15 concerneg about this develgpment. believing that
future climate change wil increase the numbers of
such refugees by tens of millions. With no provisions
for such a scenario. Glantz suggests that t is time for a
new concept of refagee and for countries to “face up to
their obligation 10 assist refugees in their mgments of
neec.”



