
Michael Glantz, a senior scientist at the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, CO, 
describes (in an article for Knight-Ridder News Ser­
vice ) a new category of International refugee: environ­
mental refugees ... people who have fled their homes 
to other parts of the1r country or across International 
borders because of environmental degradation and 
changes. Processes like desertification, deforestation, 
and prolonged droughts have caused them to seek a 
new homeland in order to feed their families,·· Glantz 
writes. "Like those fleeing from a local war (refugees) 
or in search of a better life (economic refugees), they 
too have no official status as refugees." 

The UN Environmental Programme, Glantz reports, 
is concerned about this development, believing that 
future climate change will increase the numbers of 
such refugees by tens of millions. With no provisions 
for such a scenario, Glantz suggests that it is time for a 
new concept of refugee and for countries to "face up to 
their obligation to assist refugees in their moments of 
need." 
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