As a follow-up to the Spring 1992 issue of Park
Science, highly recommended reading is the 6-page
section of the May 1992 (Vol. 42 Nc. 5:330-335) issue
of BioScience, entitled "Increased dangers to
Caribbean marine ecosystems.” The article, by Willam
Allen and subtitled “Cruise ship anchors and intensi-
fied tourism threaten reefs,” describes in sickening
detail the coral reef devastation wrought by cruise
ships. whose numbers jumped from 35 in 1982 tg 82
in 1987. Allen assesses the threat from increased
recreational use. the NPS-funded baseline studies in
search of data, and the outlock for solutions.

Managers must have reliable, objective information
about public use and ecosystem abuse. and decisions
will have to be made before ali the infermation is in,
says Allen. But. adds Carcfine S. Rogers. research
directer at Virgin Islands NP, if any errcrs are made
they should be on the side of resource protection.
Restrictions on visitation or use can always be relaxed
it warranted. It is difficult tc revive a dead reef.”



