
Michigan may have issued the wake-up call when it 
informed the world recently that it had a 38-acre armil· 
laria bulbosa fungus and touted it as the world's 
largest living thing. But for a really humongous fungus, 
the Pacific Northwest is now staking its claim. Ken 
Russell, a forest pathologist with the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources has informed the 
world that near Mount Adams in sothwestern Wash· 
ington there exists a growth of armillaria ostoyae cov­
ering 1,500 acres-2 1/2 scuare miles- and boasting 
somewhere between 400 and 1 ,000 years of age. 

Johann N. Bruhn, the Michigan Tech University 
research who reported the Michigan fungus in an arti· 
cle in Nature, said he and his coauthors had used a 
16-point genetic test to prove beyond doubt that the 
Michigan fungus was one organism, and he admitted 
that Russell is most likely correct in saying the 1 ,500· 
acre fungus is one organism. The fungus kills trees 
through direct root contact or through the roots of old 
stumps that it uses as a food base. The ring-like zones 
of infection can double in size about every 20 years. 
The Michigan fungus was estimated at 100 tons. 


