Southwest Region

Sam Kunkle, who formerly served as a research
hydrologist with the NPS Water Resources Division
in Fort Collins, has left the U.S. Forest Service to
become Chief Scientist for the NPS Southwest
Region.

For the past four and one half years he has
developed and managed an overseas program in
tropical forestry for the USFS — a program that pro-
motes cooperation in training and technical assis-






Mexican wolt. The second meeting was held May
27 in Tucson, AZ. This is part of the preparation
loward writing an environmental impact statement
for the proposed experimental reinfroduction of cap-
tive-reared Mexican wolves. Five sites are being
considered—tfour in Arizona, one in New Mexico.
Two of the sites are close to NPS units.

Of the 94 in attendance, a majority favored rein-
troduction. Milford Fleicher, Unit Leader of the
CPSU at UNM: Rob Arnberger. Big Bend NP
Superintendent. and Jerry McCrea. SW Regional
Biclogist. were the NPS attendees. Written com-
ments on the subject were accepted by the USFWS
station in Albuguergue only unti June 19.

The Regional Office’s Natural Resource Manage-
ment and Science [NRMS) staff held a training ses-
sion in Austin, TX in April. covering resource man-
agement plans. program funding. and a wide range
of lechnical topics. The 44 participants included
resource management specialists. superintendents.
scientists. and others from maost of the Region's
parks.

The NRMS Division will cooperate with the Den-
ver Service Center in FYs 1993-95 on a study of
natural vegetation for erosion control. They con-
tinue to advise Amistad NRA technicalty on the
toxic landfill question. and met in the Regional
Dffice with park personnel on May 21. The staff
alsc 15 working closely with Big Bend on developing
a River Use study.

Regiona! Chiet Scientist Sam Kunkle met in late
May with Howard Ness. Mexico Program Coordinalor
for the Region. and representatives of various parks
in Las Cruces. NM. to consider possibifities for coop-
eration with Mexico on vanous projects.



