
Southeast Region 
The Kentucky Division of Water has joined forces 

with the NPS and several other agencies in a pro­
ject to reduce water pollution in and around Mam­
moth Cave NP. The Mammoth Cave Area Water 
Quality Special Project includes a 240,000 acre 
drainage basin. Instead of flowing into surface 
streams, rain falling in the basin flows into some 
15,000 active sinkholes and through underground 
streams and caves, including Mammoth, before 
emerging as spring water in the Green River. 

The project goal is to apply Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) on farms in the project area. 
BMPs are land use management practices 
designed to control pollution generated by storm 
water runoff. Other project activities includ monitor­
ing water quality on demonstration farms, producing 
educational materials, and conducting project­
related research. 


