
"Grim" is the word that many headline 
writers in the nation's press used to describe 
the contents of the new edition of Stme of the 



World, published Jan. 15, 1994 by 
Worldwatch Institute. The projection that 
justified the adjective was the serious slow­
down in the growth of food production, on 
land and in the seas, at the same time the 
global population is growing ''by leaps and 
bounds." Compared to the average incre­
ment of 70 million persons a year between 
1950 and 1990, the next 40 years are project­
ed to see an average annual increase of 90 
million. Growth in the oceans' fish catch 
cametoahaltin 1989. Whenyouaddtheloss 
ofmomentumingrainlandgrowthintheU.S. 
and Europe and the even more pronounced 
slowdown in the rise of Asia's rice yields, the 
balance between food and people "now de­
pends more on family planners than on farm­
ers," according to the report. 
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