
Areas of Africa rich in different species of 
plants and animals are described by Derek 
Pomeroy ofMakerere University in Kampala, 
Uganda in the December 1993 issue of Con­
servation Biology. "In the case of plants, the 
countries with the highest relative species 
richness are, in order, South Africa, Tanza­
nia, Cameroon, Gabon, and Swaziland," he 
writes. In the case of mammals, it's Uganda, 
Togo, Kenya, Cameroon, and Zaire. Zaire 
heads the list for butterflies. Nonaquatic bird 
species tend to concentrate in the vicinity of 
Mt. Cameroon, the East African Highlands, 
and parts of Angola. Waterbirds flock to 
much of eastern Africa. Pomeroy reports that 
South Africa has probably the highest con­
centration of species of flowering plants in 
the world but only a handful of endemic 
birds. 
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