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NBS Databases
Accessible Over
Internet

Several bird-related data-
bases are available over the
Internet through the home page
of the NBS Patuxent Environ-
mental Science Center on the
World Wide Web. Users can
access the information by using
the URL address “http://
w w w. i m . n b s . g o v / b b s /
bbs.html”. Once on the home
page, various pointers will di-
rect you to the following data-
bases:

• North American breeding
bird survey

• Breeding bird census
• Christmas bird count
• Bird banding

NBS Releases First
Technical I&M Report

Our Living Resources is the
first report released by the Na-
tional Biological Service Inven-
tory and Monitoring Activity.
Written in nontechnical lan-
guage suitable for the lay per-
son, this compendium of nearly
200 peer-reviewed articles and
overviews is authored by re-
searchers from the NBS and
other federal and state agencies,
academia, and the private sec-
tor. Tabular and graphical data
also make the report valuable
to resource managers, environ-
mental scientists, planners,
policy makers, and conserva-
tion organizations. An open re-
quest throughout the scientific
community resulted in these
articles that share current infor-
mation on the abundance, dis-
tribution, health, and trends of
national biological resources.

The 530-page, full-color re-
port is organized by chapters
that address taxonomic groups
(birds, mammals, fish, reptiles
and amphibians, plants, and in-
vertebrates); geographic areas
(Alaska, Hawaii, Great Plains,
and interior west); ecosystem
types (aquatic, riparian, terres-
trial, and coastal marine), and
impact assessments (global cli-
mate change, human influences,
nonnative species, and habitat
assessments). A glossary and
index are provided.

Hard copies of the report can
be purchased for $44.00 (in-
cluding postage) from the Su-
perintendent of Documents,
U.S. Government Printing Of-
fice, Washington, D.C. 20402.
In late 1995, the report should
be available through the NBS
home page on the Internet and
on CD-

ROM. For further informa-
tion, contact Michael J. Mac,
National Biological Service, In-
ventory and Monitoring,
Mailstop 3660 MIB, 1849 C
Street NW, Washington, D.C.
20240; phone (202) 482-2929; fax
(202) 273-0825; e-mail “micha-
el_mac@nbs.gov”.

New Journal Available
Through E-Mail

Conservation Ecology is a new
peer-reviewed journal of the
Ecological Society of America.
With article preparation, sub-
mission, review, and publication
to be entirely electronic, Con-
servation Ecology is intended to
supplement, rather than sup-
plant, similar extant periodicals.
Papers will range from theoreti-
cal to applied and will focus on,
1) the ecological bases for the
conservation of ecosystems,
landscapes, species, popula-

tions, and genetic diversity, 2)
habitat restoration, and 3) re-
source management.

On-line access and subscrip-
tions are offered without charge.
Access to the journal will be via
the World Wide Web, Gopher,
and e-mail over the Internet
(see the article on page ??? for a
discussion on these). Those in-
trigued will be able to find Con-
servation Ecology by browsing
the web and searching under
“Electronic Journals” or by con-
necting directly to URL”http:/
/journal.biology.carleton.ca/
Journal/Overview.html”.

Once it is up and running, the
publication will also be available
by connecting to Gopher at
“journal.biology.carleton.ca” for
text-only access. Internet users
can subscribe by sending an  e-
mail message to “subscribe@-
journal.biology.carleton.ca” that
contains the following message:
subscribe conservation-ecology
<reader’s full e-mail address>.
The first issue will be available
in early 1996.

Turfgrass Research
Reported in Monthly
Newsletter

The July issue of TurfGrass
Trends (ISSN 1076-7207), a
monthly periodical devoted to
turfgrass (rolled sod) research,
reported on the art and science
(and complexity) of diagnosing
turfgrass diseases. Commonly
used as groundcover at histori-
cal parks and sites, monuments,
and memorials, turf often poses
perplexing pest problems for
the manager. While weed and
insect infestations are readily
identifiable by eye, turf disease
pathogens are microscopic, and
their activities can be seen only
indirectly, by noting the re-
sponses of the infected plants.

Diagnosis requires 10 logical
steps, from affected plant iden-
tification to pathogen manage-
ment strategy, and the issue
takes the reader through each
step with easy to understand
explanations of the processes.
The author cites examples of
various diseases and the species
they affect, explaining the
symptoms that accompany the
disease. Also important in the
discovery process is examina-
tion of the entire affected area,
looking for abiotic causes for
what may otherwise appear to
be manifestations of disease.
Thorough field examination for
pathogen structures, environ-
mental conditions, and the his-
tory of irrigation, fertilization,
etc., of the affected area also
provide much needed informa-
tion for follow-up laboratory
clinical diagnosis, the last stage
before addressing management
strategy. Finally, correct diagno-
sis allows the manager to
choose from various control
options that are appropriate for
the site.

As in this article, TurfGrass
Trends translates science into
practical tools for the turf man-
ager. The monthly is available
through subscription ($120 per
year) by contacting publication
staff at 1775 T Street NW,
Washington, D.C. 20009-7124,
phone (202) 483-TURF, Fax
(202) 483-5797, and e-mail
“76517.2451@compuserve.com”.
Upcoming issues will cover fer-
tility and soil chemistry,
biocontrols, integrated pest
management, weeds, diseases,
new grass varieties, nontarget
effects, insects and chemical and
products studies.
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