Turfgrass Research
Reported in Monthly
Newsletter

The July issue of TurfGrass
Trends (ISSN 1076-7207), a
monthly periodical devoted to
turfgrass (rolled sod) research,
reported on the art and science
(and complexity) of diagnosing
turfgrass diseases. Commonly
used as groundcover at histori-
cal parks and sites, monuments,
and memorials, turf often poses
perplexing pest problems for
the manager. While weed and
insect infestations are readily
identifiable by eye, turf disease
pathogens are microscopic, and
their activities can be seen only
indirectly, by noting the re-
sponses of the infected plants.



Diagnosis requires 10 logical
steps, from affected plant iden-
tification to pathogen manage-
ment strategy, and the issue
takes the reader through each
step with easy to understand
explanations of the processes.
The author cites examples of
various diseases and the species
they affect, explaining the
symptoms that accompany the
disease. Also important in the
discovery process is examina-
tion of the entire affected area,
looking for abiotic causes for
what may otherwise appear to
be manifestations of disease.
Thorough field examination for
pathogen structures, environ-
mental conditions, and the his-
tory of irrigation, fertilization,
etc., of the affected area also
provide much needed informa-
tion for follow-up laboratory
clinical diagnosis, the last stage
before addressing management
strategy. Finally, correct diagno-
sis allows the manager to
choose from various control
options that are appropriate for
the site.

As in this article, TurfGrass
Trends translates science into
practical tools for the turf man-
ager. The monthly is available
through subscription ($120 per
year) by contacting publication
staff at 1775 T Street NW,
Washington, D.C. 20009-7124,
phone (202) 483-TURF, Fax
(202) 483-5797, and e-mail
“76517.2451@compuserve.com”.
Upcoming issues will cover fer-
tility and soil chemistry,
biocontrols, integrated pest
management, weeds, diseases,
new grass varieties, nontarget
effects, insects and chemical and
products studies.



