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Errata
Last issue, a News & Views

story on resource management
plan and Investigators Annual
Report software updates on
page 5 incorrectly credited Tim
Goddard with software devel-
opment. Walter Sydoriak, now
with the NPS Boise Interagency
Fire Center, is the author of the
software.

• • •

Tom Zimmerman, also at the
Idaho fire center, points out that
the definitions for prescribed
natural fire and prescribed fire
presented last issue in the table
1 glossary of selected fire terms
on page 22 were reversed.

Park Science Text Files
Available

Articles comprising this and
subsequent issues of Park Sci-
ence are available as ASCII text
files and can be obtained by
contacting the editor over
cc:Mail or Internet e-mail. Text
files have many uses, one of
which is to allow sight-disabled
readers to enjoy the publication
by way of a text file reader.

President Addresses
Fisheries Management

On June 8, the President
signed the Recreational Fisher-
ies Stewardship Executive Or-
der, requiring federal agencies
to develop a comprehensive
recreational fishery resources
conservation plan within the
next 12 months. The order fur-
ther directs federal agencies to:

1. Develop and encourage part-
nerships

2. Identify fisheries limited by
poor water quality

3. Foster aquatic conservation
and restoration

4. Provide access to and pro-
mote awareness of recre-
ational fishing opportunities

5. Support outreach programs
to stimulate angler participa-
tion in conservation and res-
toration of aquatic systems

6. Establish cost-share pro-
grams for conservation
projects, and

7. Assist private landowners
with conservation plans.

In addition, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and National
Marine Fisheries Service are
directed to establish a joint
policy for administering the
Endangered Species Act in a
way that identifies and mini-
mizes conflicts between recre-
ational fisheries and the act.

I & M Video in
Competition

A just-completed NPS video
entitled “Vital Signs” has been
submitted to the 9th Interna-
tional Festival of Documentary
Films on Parks to be held in
Sondrio, Italy, October 9-14,
1995. This renowned forum
presents a great opportunity to
share NPS views on the impor-
tance of the resource Inventory
and Monitoring Program in
preserving parklands while in-
creasing conservation aware-
ness around the globe.
Produced by Larry Pointer of
the National Natural Resource
Program Center in Fort Collins,
Colorado, with help from
Kristen Ramsey of Yosemite

GAUGING PROGRESS

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO THIS FALL, PACIFIC PARK SCIENCE, THE

precursor to this publication, made its debut with the goal
of exploring, amplifying, and relating the links between
research and resource management. This focus has been the
hallmark of the publication since its inception, and the articles
have traced our development in bringing science to bear on
the resource management activities in the parks. This issue, we
pay homage to our roots by looking back on two stories
carried in that premier issue in a new department called,
“Fifteen Years Ago in Park Science.”

Appearing from time to time, this section will revisit natural
resource and science issues that commanded our attention 15
years ago. These brief follow-up articles will point out how far
we’ve come since then, whether we’ve changed much in our
application of science, which resource management tech-
niques have proven to be especially useful, and in which areas
we’ve progressed or lost ground. At their best, they will
provoke thought on where we’re headed, based on where
we’ve been. Most of the time, however, they will simply be fun
and interesting to read.

In some cases, as with computer technology (the subject of
a special Park Science issue in 1984), we are sure to chuckle as
we remember the venerable and frustratingly slow 8088
processor machines that were state of the art then. On the
other hand, issues like bear management (the main follow-up
story this issue) illustrate a more substantive point. An
unfolding story 15 years ago about Sierra Nevada bear
management reads very differently from the version told
today, due to improvements in both resource management
techniques and the information available to managers from
further research. Resource management tools and the science
that supports them only develop given time, and this new
department will allow us to tell the rest of the story.

Following up on early articles, is no more important,
certainly, than reporting new research and resource manage-
ment work as it occurs. This is our bread and butter, our focus,
and I want to encourage everyone to continue contributing to
Park Science. As always, we need your input on feature
articles, case studies, brief highlights of park happenings, and
bits that apply broadly to the park system. Also of interest are
research and resource management travel opportunities,
reviews of books and other articles that you would like to
share with others.

This publication is about sharing. We share what we know,
what we don’t know, what we would like to know, how we
go about getting the answers, and what we do with them once
we’ve got them. The question we begin to investigate today,
like the resource management technique we begin to employ,
is an investment that pays dividends as we learn more and
perfect our use of these tools. Looking back is one way to
gauge our progress.
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