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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The 5 65,84 3 -acre Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area (BCWMA) is located in what is known as 

the Big Cypress Swamp which lies in Collier, northern Monroe, and western Miami-Dade Counties. A large 

portion of the BCWMA boundary coincides with the authorized boundary of the Big Cypress National Preserve 

(BCNP). Hardwood hammocks, cypress strands, pinelands, prairies and sawgrass ponds are the major plant 

communities on the area. The area's wildlife populations are managed jointly by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) and the National Park Service (NPS). Public hunting is a primary source 

of recreation on the BCWMA and white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) and wild hogs (Sus scrofa) are 

the most popular game animals pursued by hunters. This report has been prepared to provide information on 

the 1999-00 hunting season on the BCWMA 

Record high water levels in the BCWMA led to unit closures during the 1999-00 muzzle loading gun 

and general gun seasons. Corn Dance, Stairsteps and Loop units were closed for the entire muzzleloading gun 

season. Bear Island, Deep Lake and Turner River units were closed during the last two days of the 

muzzleloading gun season. Bear Island, Deep Lake and Turner River units were opened to hunting by the 

beginning of the general gun season. Portions of the Corn Dance, Stairsteps, and Loop units remained entirely 

and/or partially closed to hunting throughout the general gun season. 

Man-days of hunter pressure (11 ,25 5)for the 1999-00 hunting season decreased 36% from 1998-99 

(17,485) and was 15.9% less than the prior five-year average (13,387). Hunter pressure decreased on all units 

as compared to the 1998-99 season. Total checked-deer harvest (253) for the archery, muzz1e1oading gun and 

general gun seasons was 26.9% below last year's record harvest (346). The archery (25) and general gun ( 17 6) 

season harvests remained above the prior five-year average (20 and 162, respectively). The muzzle loading gun 

(52) season harvest was 14.7% below the prior five-year average (61). Deer harvest increased in the Bear 

Island, Deep Lake and Turner River units, and decreased in the Corn Dance, Loop and Stairsteps units as 

compared to the 1998-99 hunting season. Total checked-hog harvest for the 1999-00 hunting season (89) was 
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39% lower than the 1998-99 season (147), and the prior five-year average (148). Hog harvest also declined 

in all units during the 1999-00 hunting season as compared to the prior five-year average. The 1999 hunter 

success rate of 0.030 was greater than the previous five-year average (0.028). 

White-tailed deer physical characteristics were similar to values recorded since implementation of 

the 5-inch antler rule in 1986-87. Mean dressed weight (72.4lbs.) increased slightly over last year's mean 

of72lbs. Mean antler beam circumference (6.3 em.) increased by 8.8% as compared to last year (5.79 

em.). Mean antler beam length (24.9 em.) increased by 14.2% as compared to last year (21.8 em.). Mean 

antler spread and number of points were 20.8 em. and 4.9, respectively. 

Mean dressed weight (79lbs.) and shoulder height (64 em) for wild hogs were in the upper range 

of recorded mean values. Mean dressed weight (79lbs.) was 3.9% greater than the 16-year mean of76lbs. 

Mean shoulder height (64 em.) increased within 2% from the 16-year mean (63 em.).· Mean body length 

(121 em.) was 3.2% below the record high of 125 em. 

ii 
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Summary Table 1. Deer harvest totals, man-days of pressure, and %hunter success (# .deer/rru:n-days x 
1 00) for the 1994-2000 archery (A), muzzleloading (M) and general gun (GG) seasons m the B1g Cypress 

Wildlife Management Area. 

Harvest Pressure Success(%) 

Year 
A M GG A M GG A M GG 

94-95a 18 58 48 2190 2270 5275 0.8 2.6 0.9 

95-96b 24 37 145 1695 1230 8365 1.4 3.0 1.7 

96-97 16 72 183 1815 2215 11155 0.9 3.3 1.6 

97-98 20 54 191 2130 2100 10180 0.94 2.6 1.8 

98-99 21 82 243 2065 2135 13285 1.0 3.8 1.8 

MEAN 20 61 162 1979 1990 9446 1.0 3.1 1.8 
II 

99-00b 25 52 176 2510 1055 7690 1.0 4.9 2.3 

Summary Table 2. Hog harvest totals, man-days pressure, and % hunter success (# hogs/man-days x 1 00) 
for the 1994-2000 archery (A), muzzle1oading (M) and general gun (GG) seasons in the Big Cypress 
Wildlife Management Area. 

Harvest Pressure Success(%) 
Year 

A M GG A M GG A M GG 

94-95a 11 43 30 2190 2270 5275 0.5 1.9 0.6 

95-96b I 21 35 93 1695 1230 8365 1.1 2.8 1.1 

96-97 21 34 119 1815 2215 11155 1.15 1.5 1.1 

97-98 32 31 125 2130 2100 10180 1.5 1.5 1.23 

98-99 8 29 110 2065 2135 13285 0.4 1.4 0.8 

MEAN 19 34 95 1979 1990 9446 0.9 1.8 1.0 

99-00b 11 11 67 2510 1055 7690 0.4 1.0 0.9 

a Closures affected Stairsteps, Turner River, Corn Dance and Loop units during the general gun season. 
b Closures affected all units during the milzzleloading gun season, and only the Corn Dance, Stairsteps and 

Loop units during the general gun season. 

lii 
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INTRODUCTION 

White-tailed deer and wild hog are important game animals on the BCWMA. Deer and hog 

hunting constitutes a significant component of recreation on the area (Jansen 1986). Deer and hogs are 

also important food items for the Florida panther (Felis concolor .£2!Yi) (Belden 1983, Maehr et aL 1990). 

The purpose of this report is to provide population, harvest and biological information collected on these 

species during the 1999-00 hunting season on the BCWMA. 

Hunting 

Deer and hog hunting was permitted during archery (30 days), muzzleloading gun (16 days) and 

general gun (51 days) seasons. However, only the archery season was opened as scheduled. Special 

regulations due to high water levels restricted hunting opportunities during the 1999-00 muzzleloading gun 

and general gun seasons (Appendix A.). These regulations were similar to those enacted for the high water 

periods during the 1994-95 and 1995-96 hunting seasons. The Com Dance, Stairsteps and Loop units 

were closed to hunting during the entire muzzleloading gun season. The entire BCWMA was closed to 

hunting the last two days of the muzzleloading gun season. During the general gun season, Bear Island, 

Turner River and Deep Lake units were opened to hunting in accordance with special condition regulations 

for each unit. The Com Dance, Stairsteps and Loop units remained closed through the beginning of the 

general gun season. Zones 1 and 2 of the Stairsteps Unit were closed until November 23, and Zones 3 and 

4 did not open until December 23 and December 30, respectively. In the Corn Dance Unit, the area west of 

Eleven-Mile Road reopened to hunting on December 2 and a small section east of Eleven-Mile Road was 

reopened two weeks later on December 17. The area north ofthe oil pipeline at Raccoon Point in the Com 

Dance Unit was closed throughout the entire general gun season. The Loop Unit remained closed until 

December 22. In addition to statewide rules, these hunts were governed by specific regulations for 

BCWMA (Appendix B). Prior to the 1990-91 hunting season, the NPS and then Florida Game and Fresh 

Water Fish Commission agreed to several regulation changes with the provision that additional changes be 

held to a minimum for a period of"five years. Major regulation changes have been enacted on the BCWMA 

either to reduce white-tailed deer and wild hog harvest or to reduce recreational pressure on the area. Most 
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of the regulatory changes have been summarized in previous reports (see Big Cypress National Preserve 

Deer and Hog Annual Report 1990-91). There weren't any major regulation changes for the 1999-00 

hunting season. 

Check station operations were similar to the previous season. During the archery season, Forty­

Mile Bend and Bear Island check stations were staffed approximately 16 hours a day, five days a week, 

while Dona Drive check station was staffed on weekends. In addition to this coverage, all check stations 

were staffed full-time during the muzzleloading gun and general gun seasons, except for Alligator Alley 

North and South. When check stations were not staffed, hunters would check themselves in and out using 

forms and self deposit boxes at each station. Check station locations are shown on the map in Appendix B. 

Environmental Conditions 

Water and fire are the primary environmental factors affecting deer and hogs on the BCWMA. 

Both of these factors may have positive and negative impacts on deer and hog populations. 

During the 1999-00 hunting season, BCWMA experienced high water levels due to tropical 

weather systems. Tropical storm Harvey (Sept. 21), and hurricanes Irene (Oct. 16) and Katrina (Nov. 2) 

all produced record rainfall amounts in South Florida. In early-October, surplus water from Lake 

Okeechobee was impounded into Water Conservation Area 3A. Water from Water Conservation Area 3A 

entered the eastern sections of the management area through the 1·28 gap. All of these factors led to the 

special regulations regarding ORV use and hunting on the BCWMA. Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission biologists monitored water levels at staff gauges on a weekly basis from October to late 

December (Table 1). Weekly meetings were held with NPS staff to evaluate water level fluctuations from 

the previous week, biological condition of observed and checked animals, and possible management options 

for the upcoming week. Recommendations provided by FWC biologists were based primarily upon water 

level comparisons and management actions taken during the 1995 high water event. 

On October 19, water levels peaked throughout the BCWMA due to hurricane Irene. Water levels 

in Com Dance and eastern Stairsteps units remained above normal thru most of November and early 

December due to hurricane Katrina. Water levels in 1995 and 1999 showed similar rates of decline for both 
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the east and west portions of Big Cypress once input sources were reduced (Figure 1 and 2,respectively). 

The southeastern section of Stairsteps Unit was heavily affected by the S 12A and B water control 

structures staying open during the high water period (Figure 3). 

Fires during 1999 burned 49,468 acres on the BCWMA (Table 2). Prescribed fires accounted for 

92.2% of this acreage, wbile man-made (accidental or arson) and natural fires accounted for 7.&%. No 

bums were conducted in the Jetport Tract by FWC personnel because oflow fuel loads, and high water 

levels followed by extreme drought conditions. The Jetport Tract is a 24,320-acre area in the Com Dance 

Unit owned by Miami-Dade County and by agreement ·with the FWC is included as part of the management 

area. 

3 
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SURVEY DATA 

Deer population surveys have been conducted since 1977 on the BCWMA. In 1989, various 

annual surveys were conducted in a standard manner from May thru August. Aerial reconnaissance flights, 

and spotlight and track counts are the main survey techniques used to monitor deer populations throughout 

the management area. Original survey data are presented in Appendix C. 

Bear Island 

Deer track counts were conducted in the Bear Island Unit from 1977 to 1988 and have been 

summarized in previous reports (Manor et al. 1991). Track counts are no longer conducted in Bear Island 

because of wide variability in counts, and lack of a suitable tracking surface. Aerial surveys are conducted 

in Bear Island but the dense canopy cover restricts observer ground visibility for a vast portion of the unit. 

In 1989, an experimental spotlight survey for deer was conducted to determine its feasibility in the 

Bear Island Unit. Since the 1989 survey, spotlight counts have been the primary technique used to monitor 

the unit's deer population through 1999 (Table 3). In 1999, spotlight surveys in eastern Bear Island 

resulted in a population index of229 deer (1 deer per 83.4 acres). Population indices from the 1999 

spotlight surveys increased by 40% in eastern Bear Island, as compared to 1998. The survey was 

conducted along a 3.2-mile transect and was replicated twice in 1999. Spotlight surveys were not 

conducted for western Bear Island in 1999. The western Bear Island spotlight survey previously existed 

along a grade which was later closed in conjunction \vith the removal of an oil pad in early 1999. Another 

survey route will be developed in the western portion of the unit. 

Com Dance 

Deer track surveys were conducted in the Com Dance Unit from 1981 through 1991 (Table 4). 

Ten transects were established in 1985 (Figure 4) and were measured before each survey to provide one­

mile of suitable tracking medium. Mean deer tracks per mile of transect varied between 2.6 in 1985 and 

3.9 in 1987 (Figure 5). In 1991, the number of deer tracks observed per mile of transect decreased slightly 

from the previous year (2.9 and 3.4 respectively). The population index for Com Dance in 1991 was 

1,253 deer (1 deer per 227 acres) (Table 4). Track count surveys have not been conducted since 1992 due 

4 
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to insufficient manpower and funding. 

Turner River 

Track count surveys were conducted in Mullet Slough Strand of the Turner River Unit along a 

main buggy trail from 1988-1992. Track counts weren't conducted in this area from 1993-98 because 

access was blocked after the wildlife fence was constructed along Interstate 75 (Alligator Alley). Several 

years after the fence was completed, a gate was installed near the Alligator Alley South check station which 

allowed vehicle access to Turner River Unit from I-75. In 1999, a track count survey was conducted along 

the previous transect established in the Mullet Slough area . The mean number of deer tracks observed per 

mile in 1999 was 1.3, lower than all previous years except for 1988 (Table 5). The Mullet Slough portion 

of Turner River Unit had a population estimate of 65 deer or a density of (1 deer per 492 acres). 

Stairsteps 

Deer surveys have been conducted in the Stairsteps Unit since 1978. Some track count surveys 

were conducted in western portions while aerial surveys were conducted in eastern portions of the 

Stairsteps Unit (Table 6). The eastern Stairsteps is largely open Everglades marsh adjacent to the Shark 

River Slough. This area comprises approximately 50,000 acres. Prior to 1985-86, aerial surveys were 

flo-wn on north-south transects at 2-mile intervals. In 1985, methodology was changed to conform to 

standards developed by Everglades National Park for systematic reconnaissance flights (SRF). These 

standards include east-west transects flov.n at 2 kilometer intervals with the survey area divided into 2-

kilometer square cells. This technique provides an opportunity to estimate both density and distribution 

(Fleming 1984). Figure 6 defines the eastern Stairsteps survey area. Each survey consists of eight 

transects ranging from 8.04 to 16.09 kilometers for a total of 101.37 kilometers. The survey was 

conducted once in 1999. 

The 1999 aerial deer survey yielded densities ranging from 1 deer per 20.9 acres to 1 deer per 52.2 

acres. Deer population indices for 1999 were higher than all the previous population estimates for this area 

since 1985 (Figure 6). 
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HUNTING 

Hunter pressure, success and checked-harvest have been documented for the last 20 years (Table 

7). Hunting pressure on BCWMA was estimated at 11,255 man-days for archery, muzzleloading gun and 

general gun seasons. This estimate was 35.6% less than the prior year (17,485 man-days) and 15.9% less 

than the 5-year average (13,387 man-days). Hunter success (game checked/man-day 0.030) was greater 

than the prior 5-year average of 0.029. Checked-deer harvest (253) was 26.9% less than 1998-99 harvest 

(346) and was 4.5% higher than the prior 5-year average of242. Hog harvest (89) was approximately 

40% less than the previous season (147) and previous 5-year average (148) harvests. Deer and hog harvest 

by season compared to the previous 5-year averages are shown in Table 8. 

The 1999-00 deer harvest was greater than the previous 5-year average for the archery, and 

general gun seasons, and less than the previous 5-year average for the muzzleloading gun season. Hunter 

success for deer was greater during the muzzleloading gun and general gun seasons as compared to the 

previous 5-year averages. There was no change in hunter success for the archery season as compared to 

the previous 5-year average. The 1999-00 hog harvest and hunter success values for all three seasons 

were less than the previous 5-year averages. 

Deer harvest increased in the Bear Island, Deep Lake and Turner River units and decreased in 

Corn Dance, Loop and Stairsteps units as compared to the previous year (Table 9). Checked hog harvest 

decreased in all units except Turner River (Table 10). No hogs were taken in the Deep Lake Unit for the 

tenth consecutive year. The Deep Lake Unit was closed during the muzzleloading gun season and was 

restricted to "archery only" hunting during the general gun season. 

Between 1980 and 1982 several different methodologies were utilized to estimate hunter pressure. 

Efforts to measure use were intensified in 1983 and 1984. During these years, consistent attempts were 

made to improve estimates of hunter use by combining check station information, vehicle surveys and other 

information. Since 1984 hunter use estimates have been standardized. Hunting pressure in 1999 was 

calculated by comparing Saturday vehicle counts with base year surveys conducted in 1984 (See Big 

Cypress Public Use Study, Jansen, 1986). The hunter pressure calculation involves multiplying the 1984 

6 
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hunter activity (base year) estimates by the ratio of vehicles counted every Saturday during the 1999 

hunting season to the weekly numbers obtained from the 1984 vehicle survey (base year) counts. All the 

previous years' vehicle survey results are summarized in Appendix D. Although vehicle surveys do not 

directly measure hunter pressure they do provide a good index and therefore trends over the past 13 years 

can be evaluated. 

Hunting pressure decreased on all units as compared to last year's numbers (Table 11). Seasonal 

regulatory changes tend to have a direct affect on the amount of hunter pressure. For example, in the past 

decade, hunter pressure was lowest during 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1999-00 (years with major high water 

events) due in part to hunting and/or ORV restrictions. In general, the hunting season's length and large 

land area have created low hunter densities on the BCWMA. Normally there are 50-500 hunters daily on 

the entire BCWMA, resulting in a hunter density of 1,110.5-11,362 acres per hunter (Schortemeyer et al. 

1991). 

Archerv Season 

The archery season was open September 2 through October 1. The 1999-00 archery season deer 

harvest (25) was 20% greater than the prior 5-year average of 19.8 (Table 12). Harvest was highest during 

the first, second and third weeks of the season. Archery deer harvest increased in Deep Lake, Turner River 

and Stairsteps units as compared to the 199 8-99 season. Hog harvest ( 11) during archery season was 41% 

less than the prior 5-year average (18.6) and 27.3% less than the 1998-99 archery season harvest (Table 

10). The Turner River Unit accounted for 54.5% of the hogs taken during the archery season. Hunting 

pressure (2,510 man-days) was 21.1% greater than the prior 5-year average of 1,979 man-days. Pressure 

also increased in every unit except for Corn Dance and Loop, and was greatest for Turner River (945 man­

days, 37.6%) as compared to the 1998-99 season (Table ll). The 1999-00 archery season hunter success 

rate (0.014) was 26.3% less than the previous 5-year average (0.019). 

Muzzleloading Gun Season 

The muzzleloading gun season was open October 7 through October 22. Corn Dance, Stairsteps 

and Loop units were closed during the entire muzzleloading gun season. Turner River and Bear Island 
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units were closed the last two days of the season. Deer harvest (52) for the muzzleloading gun season was 

14.8% less than the 5-year average of 61 (Table 13). Hog harvest (11) was 67.6% less than the previous 

5-year average of34 (Tablel3). Turner River Unit accounted for 82.7% and 100%, of the deer and hogs 

harvested, respectively. Hunter pressure (1,055 man-days) decreased by 46.2% when compared to the 

prior 5-year average of 1,962 man-days. A decline in pressure was also documented for the Turner River 

and Bear Island units as compared to the 1998-99 season (Table 11). The muzzleloading gun success rate 

(0.060) was greater than the 1998-99 rate (0.052), and the previous 5-year average (0.048). 

General Gun Season 

The 1999-00 general gun season (November 11 through January 1) was 51 days in length. Hunter 

activity and harvest during the general gun season are summarized in Table 14. Portions of the Stairsteps, 

Loop and Corn Dance units were either entirely or partially closed during this season. Due to unit closures, 

only 7,690 man-days were recorded for hunter pressure, 18.6% lower than the prior 5-year average of 

9,446 (Table 14). General gun deer harvest (173) was 6.5% more than the prior 5-year average of 162. 

Hog harvest (67) was 29.4% less than the prior 5-year average of 95. Turner River Unit accounted for 

7 4.4% of the total deer and 79.1% of the hogs harvested during the general gun hunt. This unit also 

accounted for 55.3% (4,255 man-days) of the general gun pressure (Table 9). Pressure decreased in all 

units as compared to the previous year. 

Hunting pressure by week of general gun season is sho\\rn in Figure 8. In general, use is highest 

during the first 9 days followed by Thanksgiving week. Use levels decline after that until the end of the 

season. Use levels at the end of the season increase, but generally remain below levels in the first two 

weeks. Levels presented for the first week are actually for the first two days only (opening weekend). 

Remaining weeks cover a full 7-day period, except for 1990-91, 1991-92 and 1992-93 in which week eight 

is only 2, 3 and 5 days long respectively. 
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WHITE-TAILED DEER DATA 

Herd Composition 

Harvested deer were aged by tooth eruption and wear (Severinghaus 1949). In 1999-00, 83.8% of 

all deer checked were aged. There were no deer harvested in the fawn age class. The 1.5-year age class 

constituted 22.2% of the aged harvest, while the 2.5-year age class accounted for 47.6% (Table 15). 

Percentage of harvested deer greater than the 2.5-year age class was 30.2%. Harvest in the 4~5 (9.4%), 5.5 

(2.8%) and 5.5+ (2.4%) year age classes increased as compared to last year (3.0%, 1.7% and 1.0%, 

respectively). 

Deer age structure by unit ofharvest is shown in Table 15. Bear Island, Turner River, and 

Stairsteps units had similar age structures related to harvest. For each, the 2.5-year age class dominated 

with moderate representation of the 1.5-year age class, however, the Bear Island Unit had great 

representation in the 3.5-year age class (30.0 %). Overall, age structure data indicated good recruitment in 

recent years despite the slight decrease in the percentage of deer in the 1.5 year age class for 1999-00. 

Field observations, surveys, and documented harvest have indicated fluctuating recruitment rates over the 

past 10 years. Recruitment rates may be affected by spring water levels, with high water levels potentially 

increasing fawn mortality. 

Physical Characteristics 

Antler characteristics and dressed weight by age class and unit of harvest are shown in Table 16. 

Overall, values in 1999-00 are similar to those reported since implementation of the 5-inch antler rule 

(1986-87). Mean dressed weight of all animals ranged from 82 pounds in 1996 to 67 pounds in 1986, and 

was 72.4 pounds for the 1999-00 season. Mean dressed weight for male deer was less in 1999-00 than in 

1998-99 in the Turner River, Loop and Stairsteps units (Table 16). The most recent season high mean was 

78 pounds in 1995. Mean antler circumference at 6.3 em in 1999-00 is within the range set in previous 

years (5.6-7.4 em). Mean antler length (24.9 em) was within the range set in previous years (18.8-27.7 

em). Mean number of points per deer (4.9) was comparable to the previous year (3.8). Occurrence of 

spikes by age class and unit of harvest shown in Table 17. Spikes accounted for 31% or greater ofthe 
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1.5 year age class for all units except Loop and Com Dance units. The Bear Island Unit had the greatest 

mean dressed weight for deer (77.0 lbs.) followed by the Turner River Unit (73.6lbs.). 

WILD HOG DATA 

Whenever possible, biological data was collected from harvested hogs when they were examined at 

check stations. Parameters normally measured included weight, body length, tail length and shoulder 

height. Measurements were taken on approximately 1,679 of the 2,648 hogs checked over the past 17 

years. 

Mean dressed weights, lengths, and shoulder heights for hogs harvested since the 1983-84 hunting 

season are shown in Table 18. Mean dressed weight and shoulder height were less than 1998-99. Mean 

body length (119 em) was lower than last year's 124 em. Mean dressed weight (75 lbs.) was 1.3% lower 

than the 16-yearmean of76.2lbs. 

Measured physical characteristics of male hogs harvested were greater than those of females in 

1999-00 (Table 19). On average, males outweighed females by 33 pounds (95 lbs. vs. 62lbs.). Mean 

body length of males was 6.4% greater than females (125 em vs. 117 em) while mean shoulder height of 

males was 10.3% greater (68 em vs. 61 em). 

10 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

LITERATURE CITED 

Belden, R. C. 1983. Florida panther recovery plan implementation- a 1983 progress report. 

Gainesville: Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 17 pp. 

Bozzo, J.A., J.L. Schortemeyer. 1995. Big Cypress National Preserve deer and hog annual report. 

Fla. Game and Fresh Water Fish Comm., Tallahassee. 75 pp. 

Bozzo, J.A., D.D. Myers, J.L. Schortemeyer. 1996. Big Cypress National Preserve deer and hog 

annual report. Fla. Game and Fresh Water Fish Comm., Tallahassee. 81 pp. 

Fleming, D. M. 1984. Systematic reconnaissance flights: Their feasibility and application to 

Everglades National Park wildlife research and management programs. Internal working paper,· 

So. Fl. Res. Center, ENP, Fla. 11 pp. 

Jansen, D.K. 1995. Large mammal status report for the Big Cypress National Preserve. Third 

Annual Big Cy-press Research Colloquim. 

Jansen, D. K. 1986. Big Cypress public use study. Tallahassee: Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 

Commission. 240 pp. 

Maehr, D. S., R. C. Belden, E. D. Land, and L. Wilkins. 1990. Food habits of panthers in southwest 

Florida. J. Wild!. Manage. 54(3):420-423. 

Manor, P.D., J.L. Schortemeyer, B.D. Land, J.W. McCown, and J.A. Bozzo. 1991. Big Cypress 

National Preserve deer and hog annual report. Fla. Game and Fresh Water Fish Comm., 

Tallahassee. 97 pp. 

Schortemeyer J. L., D. S. Maehr, J. W. McCown, E. D. Land, and P. D. Manor. 1991. Prey 

management of the Florida panther: a unique role for wildlife managers. In: Proc. N. AM. 

Wildl. & Nat. Res. Conf. 

Severinghaus, C. A. 1949. Tooth development and wear as criteria of age in white-tailed deer. J. 

Wildl. Manage. 13(2):195-216. 

11 



------- ------------

Big Cypress East Water Levels 

12~~------------------------------------------~-----------------------------------, 

'";;;'10 
(\) 

..r:: .s 8 
'-' 

73 
fr 
'2 4-t----

~ 
-.::1 

!i:l 0 
Q) 
.s 
~ ~~--------------------------------------------------------------~~~~~----

-4 

Calendar date 

95 

99 

Figure 1. Mean water levels at selected monitoring sites during high water periods, Big Cypress WMA (East), 
1995 and 1999. 
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Figure 2. Mean water levels at selected monitoring sites during the high water periods, Big Cypress WMA (West), 
1995 and 1999. 
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Figure 3. Mean water levels at selected monitoring sites during high water periods, Big Cypress WMA (South), 
1995 and 1999. 
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Figure 4. Deer track survey transects, Corn Dance Unit, Big Cypress WMA, 1985-1991. 
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Figure 5. Mean number of deer tracks per one-mile transect in the Com Dance Unit 
of the Big Cypress WMA, 1985-1991. 
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Figure 6. Aerial deer survey transects for the eastern Stairsteps Unit, Big Cypress 
WMA, 1985-1999. 
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Figure 7. Average number of deer per mile in the eastern Stairsteps Unit, Big Cypress WMA, 1984-99. 
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Table I. Water levels (inches) at selected gauges during the high water period on the Big Cypress WMA, 1999-00. 

Water Gauges 
Date 

BIGrade BICheck Turner CCN old CCNnew ccs 11-mile ll-mile ll-mile East Hinson Hog Head 
Station River marker6 marker 19 marker23 

l0/01/99 4.5 3.25 7.9 7.8 7.25 3.5 3 

10/02/99 7.9 7.76 7.24 

l0/05/99 4 7.9 7.76 7.25 

10/06/99 4.25 4.375 2.75 3.25 2.875 2.75 

10/09/99 7.9 7.76 7.24 

10!10/99 4 0.31 3 2.5 

10/16/99 3.75 6.25 8.4 8.22 7.82 

10/17/99 4.5 3 6 16.12 

10/18/99 12.51 

10/19/99 4.25 2 5.25 9.75 14.25 8.375 16.09 

10/24/99 3 0.375 3.375 8.2 8.05 7.54 8.25 8.125 6.625 16 

11/0 l/99 -2.5 0.625 8.1 7.94 7.4 5.625 5.375 5 15.81 

I 1!02/99 2.25 

I 1/05/99 12.8 

11!08/99 -0.25 -2.5 2.875 8.1 7.91 7.39 5.75 5.375 5 15.82 12.72 

11/14/99 -3 -4 -0.0625 8 7.87 7.36 3.875 3.625 3.9375 15.65 12.56 

ll/21199 -6.25 -6.25 -1.75 7.95 7.8 7.25 2.1875 1.9375 2.75 15.47 12.4 

ll/27/99 c6.25 7.9 7.75 7.26 

ll/28/99 -6.875 1.125 0.5 1.625 15.38 

12105199 -11.875 -3.375 

12/07/99 -1.25 -1.875 -0.1875 

12/12/99 -12.5 -9.5 -3.5 7.7 7.58 7.17 -2.125 -2.625 -0.875 15.04 

12/19/99 -12.75 -10.5 -4 7.7 7.5 7.15 -3.5 -4.1875 -2.3125 
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Table 2. Number of acres burned in Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area, 1979-1999. 

I Year Total Acres Human Caused Prescribed Natural 

I 1979 24,147 21,482 2,642 23 

1980 27,717 20,052 7,440 225 

I 1981 217,378 215,037 1,683 658 

1982 49,218 44,691 4,527 

I 1983 11,474 1,297 9,950 227 

1984 23,064 4,013 17,713 1,338 

I 1985 16,595 2,510 8,729 5,356 

I 
1986 51,443 32,718 18,322 370 

1987 27,998 3,775 21,767 2,456 

I 1988 40,866 23,751 17,031 84 

1989 58,080 17,051 40,386 643 

I 1990 73,058 9,913 62,950 645 

1991 40,552 1,631 37,993 928 

I 1992 53,590 2,865 50,689 36 

1993 45,652 33 45,000 322 

I 1994 46,339 44,739 1,6ooa 

1995 27,248 113 27,106 29 

I 1996 27,146 3,096 23,891 159 

I 
1997 31,889 30,907 982 

1998 41,352 482 37,511 3,841 

I 1999 49,468 74 45,603 3,490 

Totals 984,274 404,584 556,579 23,412 

I Avg.Nr. 46,870 19,266 26,504 I, 115 
a Lightning and human caused combined (Unpublished data from BCNP, May 1999) 

I 
I 
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I Table 3. Population indices for white-tailed deer on the Big Cypress WMA based on spotlight counts, 

1988-1999. 

I 
Time of Source Unit Number of Deer Count Population Density (deer: acre) 
survel:: S~s Hi!!:!2!Aver::lle Estimate 

1988 Annual McGrady, Aprill988 Deep Lake 8/8 378 1:128 

I 
1989 Annual McGrady, Manor & Eastern Bear Island 2 1117. 266 1:72 

Schortemeyer, June 1989 

1989 Annual McGrady, Manor Western Bear Island 3 24111.3 683 1:26 
& Schortemeyer, May 

I 
1989 

1990 Annual Schortemeyer & Manor, Eastern Bear Island 4 211.3 33 1:584 
June 1990 

1990 Annual Schortemeyer & Manor, Western Bear Island 5 4/2.4 140 1:137 

I June 1990 

1991 Annual Schortemeyer, Manor Eastern Bear Island ll/5.7 180 1:106 
& Bozzo, July 1991 

I 
1991 Annual Schortemeyer, Manor Western Bear Island 3 1617.7 736 

&Bozzo, July 1991 563 

1992Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo, Ea..tern Bear Island 3 16/7.3 262 1:73 
June 1992 

I 1992 Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo, Western Bear Island 2 14114 490 1:39 
June 1992 

1993 Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo, Eastern Bear Island 2 10/9.5 163 1:117 

I 
July 1993 

1993 Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo, Western Bear Island 2 413 140 1:137 
July 1993 

1994 Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo, Eastern Bear Island 3 715 115 1:167 

I June 1994 

1994 Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo, Western Bear Island 3 2/0.7 70 1:274 
June 1994 

I 
1995 Annual Schortemeyer, Bozzo Eastern Bear Island 3 1017.7 262 1:73' 

& Myers, June 1995 ]63 l:ll7b 

1995 Annual Schortemeyer, Bozzo Western Bear Island 3 714.3 245 1:78 
& Myers, June 1995 

I 1996 Annual Schortemeyer, Bozzo Ea.~tern Bear Island 
& Myers, July 1996 

2 13121 213 1:90 

1996 Annual Schortemeyer, Bozzo Western Bear Island 2 21/15 736 1:26 

I 
& Myers, July I August 
1996 

1997 Annual Bozzo & Myers. June Eastern Bear Island 2 10/8 163 1:117 
1997 

I 1997 Annual Schortemeyer & Bush, Western Bear Island 
June 1997 

2 1017.5 348 1:55 

1998 Annual Schortemeyer, Steelman, Eastern Bear Island 2 11110.5 163 ];J 17 
Bozzo & Boon, June 1998 

I 1998 Annual Schortemeyer, Steelman & Western Bear Island 2 13/10.5 455 1:42 
Bozzo, June 1998 

1999 Schortemeyer, Steelman & Eastern Bear Island 2 14114 229 1:83 

I 
Annual Bozzo, June 1999 

' 6.4 mile transect 
b transect 

transect 

I transect 

I 
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Table 4. Population indices obtained from track count surveys for white~tailed deer in the Com Dance Unit 
(283,79l~acres) ofthe Big Cypress, 1980~91. 

Time of survey Source Population Index Density (deer: 
acre 

1991 Annual McCown 1991 1253 1:227 

1990 Annual McCown 1991 1500 1:189 

1989 Annual McCown 1989 1215 1:234 

1988 Annual McCown 1988 1412 1:201 

1987 Annual McCovm 1987 1720 1:165 

1986 Annual McCown 1986 1260 1:225 

1985-86 Pre-hunt Schortemeyer 1985 280~385 1:1013-737 

1985 Annual McCovm 1985 1140 1:249 

1982-83 Post~hunt Pylant,memo 11 April 1983 1266~2250 1:213-120 

1981-82 Post-hunt Pylant, memo 21 April 1982 1080-1875 1:250-144 

1980-81 Post-hunt Pylant, memo 28 Dec. 1981 1620 1:185 
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Table 5. Population indices obtained from track count surveys for white-tailed deer in the Turner River 
Unit (Mullet Slough Area= 32,000-acres) ofthe Big Cypress WMA, 1988-1992 and 1999. 

Time of survey Source Population Index Density (deer:acre) 

1999 Annual Steelman, May 1999 c 65 1:459 

1992 Annual Bozzo, May 1992 a 269 1:119 

1991 Annual Schortemeyer, 145 1:221 
Manor & Bozzo, May 
1991 a 

1990 Annual Schortemeyer, 345 1:93 
Manor & Bozzo, May 
1990 a 

1989 Annual McGrady & Manor, May 300 1:107 
1989 a 

1988 Annual McGrady April, 1988 b 58 1:549 
a Cypress Lane, three replications. 
b Cypress Lane, two replications. 
c Cypress Lane, single replication. 
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I 
I Table 6. Population indices obtained from SRF Aerial Counts for white-tailed deer in the eastern 

Stairsteps Unit (50,000 acres) ofthe Big Cypress WMA, 1982-1999. 

I Time of Survev Source Population Estimate a Density ( deer:acre) . 

I 
1982-83 Pre-hunt Pylant, memo 30 Sept. 1982 833-1190 1:60-42 

1982-83 Pre-hunt Pylant, memo 11 April 1983 379-543 1:132-92 

I 
1984 Post Schortemeyer 1984 70-132 I :714-379 
Production 
(1 of2) 

I 1984 Post Schortemeyer 1984 117-220 1:427-227 
Production 
(2 of2) 

I 1984-85 Pre-hunt Schortemeyer 1984 316-633 1:158-79 

1985-86 Pre-hunt Schortemeyer & Ramsey 410-820 1:120-60 

I 1985-86 Post-hunt Schortemeyer & Ramsey 240-480 1:210-105 

1986-87 Pre-hunt Schortemyer & Ramsey 280-560 1:180-90 

I (1 of2) 

1986-87 Post-hunt Schortemeyer & Ramsey 250-500 1:200-100 

I 1987 Annual Schortemeyer & Ramsey 38-76 1:1322-661 
(1 of2) 

I 
1987 Annual Schortemeyer & Ramsey 19-38 1:2643-1322 
(2 of2) 

1988 Annual Schortemeyer & McGrady 485-980 1:103-51 

I 1989 Annual Schortemeyer & McGrady 620-1220 1:83-41 

1990 Annual Schortemeyer & Manor 200-442 1:227-113 

I 1991 Annual June Schortemeyer & Bozzo 280-560 1:180-90 
(1 of2) 

I 1991 AnnualJune Manor & Bozzo 280-560 1:180-90 
(2 of2) 

I 
1992 Annual June Schortemeyer & Bozzo 145-362 1:345-138 
(1 of2) 

1992 Annual June Schortemeyer & Bozzo 32-79 1:1586-636 

I (2 of2) 

1993 Annual Schortemyer & Bozzo 234-581 1:214-86 

I 
(1 of2) 

I 
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Time of Surve~ Source Po~ulation Estimate a Density (deer:acre) 

1993 Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo 88-221 1:566-266 
(2 of2) 

1994 Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo 113-284 1:441-176 
(1 of2) 

1994 Annual Schortemeyer & Bozzo 152-379 1:330-132 
(2 of2) 

1995 Annual June Schortemeyer & Bozzo 171-427 1:293-117 
(1 of2) 

1995 Annual June Bozzo & Myers 50-126 1:991-396 
(2 of2) 

1996 Annual June Bozzo & Myers 32-79 1:1586-634 
(1 of2) 

1996 Annual June Bozzo & Myers 152-379 1:330-132 
(2 of2) 

1997 Annual Bozzo & Myers 581-1453 1:86-34 
(1 of2) 

1997 Annual Bozzo & Bush 259-648 1:193-77 
(2 of2) 

1998 Annual Schortemeyer & 157-393 1:317-127 
(1 of2) Steelman 

1998 Annual Schortemeyer & Steelman 176-442 1:283-113 
(2 of2) 

1999 Annual Bozzo & Steelman 958-2392 1:52.2-20.9 

a Low and high values provided in column were based on observing 100 and 40 percent of the population, 
respectively. 
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I Table 7. Big Cypress WMA deer and hog harvest, and hunter success ratio, 1980-2000. 

I Year Number of Number of Deer Number of Hogs Hunter Success 

Man-Days Harvested Harvested Ratio a 

1980-81 14,240 103 81 0.013 

I 1981-82 16,539 104 44 0.009 

I 
1982-83 18,625 145 141 0.015 

1983-84 23,015 140 201 0.015 

I 1984-85 24,360 205 195 0.016 

1985-86 17,195 156 Ill 0.016 

I 1986-87 17,290 127 153 0.016 

1987-88 17,525 208 138 0.020 

I 1988-89 21,567 185 144 0.015 

1989-90 21,660 186 154 0.016 

I 1990-91 14,340 182 180 0.025 

I 
1991-92 17,083 216 254 0.028 

1992-93 16,534 226 181 0.025 

I 
1993-94 15,910 253 162 0.026 

1994-95b 9,735 124 84 0.021 

I 1995-96c 11,290 206 148 0.031 

1996-97 14,015 271 174 0.032 

I 1997-98 14,410 265 188 0.031 

1998-99d 17,485 346 147 0.028 

I 1999-ooe 11,255 253 89 0.030 

• Hunter Success Ratio (deer and hog harvest)/man-days of hunting. 

I 
b General Gun season was 9 days long in the Turner River and Corn Dance units and closed in the 

Stairsteps and Loop units. 
c 

Restricted Harvest 

I 
d Archery season was closed for 2 days due to a hurricane. 
e Closures affected all units during Muzzleloading Gun season and Corn Dance, Stairsteps and Loop units 

during General Gun Season. 

I 
I 
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Table 8. Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area deer and hog harvest, and hunter success ratios by 
season for 1999-00. 

Number Harvested Hunter Succ. Ratioa 

Season Prior 5 )T. Prior 5 yr. 
1999-00 Avg. 1999-00 Avg. 

Deer 

Archery 25 19.8 0.010 0.010 

Muzzleloading 52 60.6 0.049 0.030 

General Gun 176 162 0.023 0.017 

Hog 

Archery 11 18.6 0.004 0.009 

Muzzleloading 11 34.4 0.010 0.017 

General Gun 67 95.4 0.009 0.010 

a Success ratio = no. of animals harvested/no. of man-days. 
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Table 9. Six -year comparison of documented deer harvest on the Big Cypress WMA, 1994-1999. - and *, 

I indicate areas closed and partially closed, respectively, within a season. 

NUMBER OF DEER HARVESTED 

I Season 94-95 95-96 96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00 

I 
Archery 

Bear island 7 4 3 3 2* 0 

Deep Lake 0 0 0 0 1* 6 

I Com Dance 0 2 3* 2 

Turner River 2 4 2 3 9* lO 

I 
Stai.rsteps 7 12 9 13 4* 6 

Loop 4 0 0 2* 

Total 18 24 16 20 21 25 

I Muzzle1oading 

Bear island 11 3* 14 3 6 9* 

I Deep Lake 

Com Dance 11 9 4 7 

I 
TumerRiver 13 21* 27 34 40 43* 

Stai.rsteps 14 6* 19 7 26 

Loop 9 7* 6 3 

I Total 58 37 72 54 82 52 

General Gun 

I Bear Island 13 10 15 14 15 16 

Deep Lake 0 0 0 0 

I Com Dance 10* 10* 20 16 21 I* 

TumerRiver 25* 64 83 75 109 131 

I 
Stairsteps 54* 50 80 83 27* 

Loop 7* 15 14 I* 

Total 48 145 183 191 243 176 

I Combined 

Bear Island 31 17 32 20 23 25 

I Deep Lake 0 0 0 2 6 

Com Dance 22 10 31 21 31 

I 
TumerRiver 40 89 112 112 ]58 184 

Stai.rsteps 21 72 78 100 113 33 

Loop 10 18 18 11 19 2 

I Total 124 206 271 265 346 253 

I 
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Table 10. Six-year comparison of documented hog harvest on the Big Cypress WMA, 1994-1999.- and*, 

I 
indicate areas closed and partially closed, respectively, within a season. 

NUMBER OF HOGS HARVESTED 

I Season 94-95 95-96 96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00 

Archery 

I 
Bear Island 0 0 0* 0 

Deep Lake 0 0 0 0 0* 0 

Corn Dance 0 8 10 0* 

I Turner River 6 12 5 17 5* 6 

Stairsteps 6 4 2 1 * 3 

I Loop 3 3 2 2* 

Total II 21 21 32 8 ll 

I 
Muzzleloading 

Bear Island 4 4* 3 6 0 o• 

I 
Deep Lake 

Corn Dance 5 2 2 

Turner River 19 18* 17 15 18 ll* 

I Stairsteps 15 7* 5 3 4 

Loop 4 6* 4 5 

I Total 43 35 34 31 29 11 

General Gun 

I 
Bear Island 4 7 15 8 2 

Deep Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Corn Dance 6* s• 19 13 21 4* 

I Turner River 20* 44* 37 45 42 53 

Stairsteps 26* 40 48 40 8* 

I Loop 11* 8 11 1* 

Total 30 93 119 125 llO 67 

I Combined 

Bear Lsland 8 11 19 15 2 

I 
Deep Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Corn Dance 8 32 25 32 5 

Turner River 45 74 59 77 65 70 

I Stairsteps 16 39 49 53 45 11 

Loop 7 20 15 18 12 2 

I Total 84 149 174 188 147 89 

I 
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Table 11. Six-year comparison of documented hunter pressure on the Bi~rpress WMA, 1994-1999. -

I 
and*, mdicate areas closed and partially closed, respectively, wi · a season. 

HUNfER PRESSURE (MAN-DAYS) 

I 
Season 94-95 95-96 96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00 

Archery 

Bear Island 630 415 480 620 425* 515 

I Deep Lake 40 35 25 40 45* 80 

Corn Dance 330 230 290 275 315* 300 

I Turner River 540 530 525 750 735* 945 

Stairsteps 495 345 370 370 425* 565 

I 
Loop 155 140 125 75 120* 105 

Total 2190 1695 1815 2130 2065 2510 

I 
Muzzleloading 

Bear Island 470 275* 565 375 390 125" 

Deep Lake 

I Corn Dance 405 280 225 235 

Turner River 605 475* 600 930 965 930" 

I Stairsteps 635 335'" 515 445 400 

Loop 155 145* 115 125 145 

I 
Total 2270 1230 2075 2100 2135 1055 

General Gun 

I 
Bear Island 3635 1635 2590 1360 2020 1465 

Deep Lake 105 85 70 145 200 160 

Corn Dance 560* 735" 1085 1335 1730 490* 

I Turner River 975* 3070* 2970 3730 5270 4255 

Stairsteps 2605* 3035 2885 3490 1230* 

I Loop 235* 375 450 575 90* 

Total 5275 8365 10125 10175 13285 7690 

I 
Combined 

Bear Island 4735 2325 3635 2625 2835 2105 

Deep Lake 145 120 95 185 245 240 

I Com Dance 1295 965 1655 1835 2280 790 

Turner River 2120 4075 4095 5410 6970 6130 

I Stairsteps 1130 3285 3920 3700 4315 1795 

Loop 310 520 615 650 840 195 

I Total 9735 11290 14015 14405 17485 11255 

I 
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Table 12. Archery season harvest summary Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area, 1999-00. 

Week Deer Hog Hunter Activity 
(man-days) 

Prior 5 yr. Prior 5 yr. Prior 5 yr. 
1999-00 dates 1999-00 avg. 1999-00 avg. 1999-00 avg. 

1 (9-4 to 9-5) 5 7.2 2 6.2 995 716 

2 (9-6 to 9-12) 9 4 4 5 640 440 

3 (9-13 to 9-19) 5 4.2 2 3.6 350 337 

4 (9-20 to 9-26) 4 3.2 2 2 205 257 

5 (9-27 to 10-3) a 2 1.2 1 1.8 320 229 

Total 25 19.8 11 18.6 2510 1979 

a Five-week season began in 1990-91. 
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Table 13. Muzzleloading Gun season harvest summary Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area, 1999-00. 

Week Deer Hog Hunter Activity 
(man-days) 

1999-00 dates 
Prior 5 yr. Prior 5 yr. Prior 5 yr. 

1999-00 avg. 1999-00 avg. 1999-00 avg. 

1 (10-9 to 10-10) 28 19 11 10.4 595 946 

2 ( 10-11 to 1 0-17) 18 29.6 0 14.6 105 572 

3 (10-18 to 10-24) 6 12 0 9.4 355 444 

Total 52 60.6 11 34.4 1055 1962 
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Table 14. General Gun season harvest summary Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area, 1999-00. 

Week Deer Hog Hunter Activity 
(man-days) 

Prior 5 yr. Prior 5 yr. Prior 5 yr. 
1999-00 dates 1999-00 avg. 1999-00 avg. 1999-00 avg. 

1 (11-13 to 11-14) 31 36 6 16.2 725 1359 

2 (11-15 to 11-21) 34 43.4 12 26 915 1422 

3 (11-22 to 11-28) 30 23.6 9 12.8 1195 1510 

4 (11-29 to 12-05) 19 17.4 8 8.8 890 1031 

5 (12-06 to 12-12) 19 9 3 9.4 780 1031 

6 (12-13 to 12-19) 13 9.6 14 6.2 1005 920 

7 (12-20 to 12-26) 10 11.4 3 7.2 815 898 

8 (12-27 to 1-02) 20 11.6 12 8.8 1365 1085 

Total 176 162 67 95.4 7690 9256 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Table 15. Age structure of male white-tailed deer harvested on the Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area by unit of harvest, 1999-00. 

All units 
Bear Island Deep Lake Turner River Loop Stairsteps Com Dance combined 

Age Class # % # % # % # % # % # % # % 

1.5 4 20.0 1 25.0 35 22.2 1 50.0 6 23.1 0 --- 47 22.2 

2.5 8 40.0 3 75.0 76 48.1 0 --- 13 50.0 1 50.0 101 47.6 

3.5 6 30.0 0 --- 22 13.9 0 --- 5 19.2 0 --- 33 15.6 

4.5 2 10.0 0 --- 16 10.1 0 --- l 3.8 1 50.0 20 9.4 

5.5 0 --- 0 --- 5 3.2 0 --- 1 3.8 0 --- 6 2.8 

5.5+ 0 --- 0 --- 4 2.5 1 50.0 0 --- 0 --- 5 2.4 
--

Sample size 20 4 158 2 26 2 212 
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Table 16. Body and antler characteristics of male deer harvested during 1999-00, Big Cypress WMA. 

AGE 

CLASS 

1.5 

2.5 

3.5 

4.5 

5.5 

5.5+ 

TOTAL 

I 

4 

8 

6 

2 

20 

SAMPLE SIZE BY UNIT "MEAN DRESSED WEIGHT (lbs.) 

n III IV v VI ALL I II III IV v VI ALL 

1 

3 

4 

35 

76 

22 

16 

5 

4 

158 

1 

2 

6 

13 

5 

1 

1 

26 

15 

1 

2 

"MEAN ANILER MAIN BEAM 
CIRCUMFERENCE (em) 

47 57 

101 

33 80 

20 82.5 

6 

5 
I 
I 

70 61.6 70 

75 73.7 

75.7 

80.8 

86.0 

75 

61.7 62.5 

67.9 65.0 72.1 

72.5 

75.0 

58.0 

75.7 

80.6 

79.0 

75.0 

212 I 77.0 72.5 73.6 72.5 67.7 65.0 74.0 
I 

"MEAN ANILER BEAM LENGTH (em) 

I 

u 4.7 5.5 5.2 5.8 4.8 5.1 I 15.9 17.5 20.0 2o.s 14.0 19.1 
I 
1 

2.5 5.6 8.8 6.0 6.1 s.s 6.1 I 21.9 29.6 24.5 23.6 13.8 24.2 
I 
I 

3.5 6.5 6.7 7.2 6.7 I 24.8 28.0 26.9 27.2 
I 
I 

4 .. 5 7. 5 8.2 8 8.1 : 37.0 32.0 39.5 33.0 
I 
I 

5.5 8.5 6.4 8.1 i 33.4 24.7 31.7 
I 
I 

5.5+ 8.4 9.0 8.5 I 34.8 30.3 33.9 
I 
I 

TOTAL 5.9 8.0 6.3 7.4 6.2 6.8 6.0 l 23.1 26.6 25.3 25.4 22.8 26.7 24.6 

1.5 

2.5 

3.5 

4.5 

5.5 

5.5+ 

2.3 

4.3 

6.0 

6.5 

"MEAN NUMBER OF POINTS 

3.0 3.4 4.0 3.0 

6.0 4.7 5.2 

5.4 5.5 

6.6 

6.8 

6.8 6.0 

7.0 

6 

6 

I 

"MEAN SPREAD (em) 
I 

3.3 I 13.3 17.5 15.9 19 14.7 15.7 
I 
I 

4.8 I 17.5 24.2 20.4 23.0 16.0 20.5 
I 
I 

5.6 I 21.1 22.0 25.3 22.2 
I 

6.5 25.5 

6.8 

6.6 

27.7 

25.7 

26.3 27.0 

33.0 27.7 

25.7 

26.4 

TOTAL 4.6 5.3 4.9 5.0 5.0 6.0 4.0 : 18.6 22.5 20.8 23.0 22.0 24.5 20.1 

Note: I Bear Island Unit , 1J 
V7 Corn Dance. 

I 

Deep Lake Unit, JJI Turner River Unit, IV 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Table 17. Inferior antler development of adult white-tailed deer harvested on the Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area, 1999-2000. 

Number of Spikes % of Spikes in Age Class 

Age Class ~ II III IV v VI ALL I !.!. III IV v VI ALL 

1.5 3 0 11 -- 2 -- 16 75 0 31 -- 33 -- 34 

2.5 2 0 10 0 1 0 13 25 0 13 0 8 0 13 

3.5 0 -- 1 -- 0 -- 1 0 -- 6 -- 0 -- 3 

4.5 0 -- 2 -- 0 0 2 0 -- 13 -- 0 0 10 

5.5 -- -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 

5.5+ -- -- 0 0 -- -- 0 -- -- 0 0 -- -- 0 

3 0 3 -- 1 -- 7 60 0 11 -- 14 0 17 

a Units of harvest: I Bear Island, II = Deep Lake, III = Turner River, IV = Loop, V = Stairsteps, VI = Corn Dance. 
b N is the number of spikes harvested/zone that were not aged, while % of spikes in N is the number of un-aged harvested spikes in a zone I the total 
ofun-aged harvested deer in a zone X 100. 
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I 
Table 18. Physical characteristics of wild hogs harvested from Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area, 

I 1983-2000. 

I 
Mean Dressed Mean Body Length Mean Shoulder 

Year Sample size Weight (lbs.) (em.) a Height (em.) 

1983-84 126 71 (20-198) 114 ( 42-170) 59 (15-90) 

I 1984-85 119 71 (18-350) 116 (77-164) 61 (40-90) 

I 
1985-86 67 75 (18-375) 116 (54-152) 64 (28-90) 

1986-87 75 70 (20-155) 115 (78-155) 63 (36-88) 

I 
1987-88 101 71 (16-245) 115 (75-166) 62 (39-98) 

1988-89 108 83 (20-238) 120 (68-158) 63 (22-85) 

I 1989-90 110 66 (25-180) 117 (85-171) 61 (45-87) 

1990-91 134 77 (25-165) 118 (71-160) 63 (18-90) 

I 1991-92 158 78 (25-235) 120 (47-170) 64 (27-90) 

1992-93 147 64 (15-182) 104 (59-159) 57 (34-89) 

I 1993-94 93 77 (25-220) 123 (58-161) 66 (44-94) 

1994-95 39 80 (25-205) 120 (86-156) 65 (47-86) 

I 1995-96 73 82 (25-175) 125 (73-150) 68 (45-91) 

1996-97 83 90 (25-180) 124 (78-152) 70 (27-99) 

I 1997-98 104 82 (21-210) 122 (35-162) 58 (43-98) 

I 
1998-99 95 82(17-150) 124 (74-149) 67 (43-92) 

1999-00 89 75 (30-157) 119 (88-156) 64 (22-83) 

I 
a Body length does not include taiL 

I 
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I 
Table 19. Comparison by sex of physical characteristics of wild hogs harvested from Big Cypress 

I Wildlife Management Area, 1983-2000. 

Year Sex Sample Mean Dressed Weight Mean Body Length Mean Shottlder Height 
Size (lbs.) (em.) (em.) 

I 1983-84 F 52 58 (22-145) 113 (42-170) 55 (16-76) 
M 74 81 (20-198) 115 (47-149) 61 (19-90) 

I 1984-85 F 64 62 (18-150) 113 (77-142) 58 (40-74) 
M 55 82 (18-350) 120 (78-164) 65 (41-90) 

I 1985-86 F 29 61 (20-125) 115 (57-146) 62 (28-75) 
M 38 85 (18-175) 117 (54-152) 65 (31-90) 

1986-87 F 40 59 (20-150) 111 (78-145) 60 (36-79) 

I M 35 83 (20-155) 118 (78-155) 66 (40-88) 

1987-88 F 45 53 (16-101) 109 (75-145) 57 (39-74) 

I 
M 56 85 (22-245) 120 (87-166) 66 (42-98) 

1988-89 F 45 67 (20-156) 116 (68-144) 60 (22-80) 
M 62 93 (30-238) 122 (87-166) 65 (42-85) 

I 1989-90 F 54 59 (25-150) 115 (85-171) 59 (46-80) 
M 56 73 (25-180) 118 (88-162) 62 (45-87) 

I 1990-91 F 58 65 (25-145) 114 (71-139) 60 (18-85) 
M 76 85 (25-165) 122 (84-160) 66 (18-90) 

I 
1991-92 F 69 65 (25-200) 114 (79-147) 61 (43-88) 

M 89 88 (25-235) 124 (47-170) 66 (27-90) 

1992-93 F 34 69 (15-140) 117 (59-149) 62 (39-80) 

I M 83 84 (20-182) 124 (79-159) 68 (34-89) 

1993-94 F 52 64 (25-115) 118 (80-157) 63 (44-94) 

I 
M 41 94 (27-220) 127 (58-161) 70 (51-88) 

1994-95 F 14 69 (30-125) 118 (97-135) 63 (47-78) 
M 25 86 (25-205) 121 (86-156) 66 (47-86) 

I 1995-96 F 30 69 (25-112) 120 (92-141) 64 (50-86) 
M 43 91 (25-175) 128 (73-150) 68 (45-91) 

I 1996-97 F 27 78 (25-150) 120 (78-14 7) 65 (46-97) 
M 56 96 (25-180) 126 (82-152) 71 (27-99) 

1997-98 F 35 78 (30-125) 119 (35-145) 67 (48-88) 

I M 69 84 (21-210) 123 (50-162) 54 (43-98) 

1998-99 F 38 68 (24-150) 120 (89-145) 64 (43-91) 

I M 56 91 (17-150) 127 (74-149) 70 (45-92) 

1999-00 F 37 62 (33-100) 117 (91-150) 61 (22-78) 
M 52 95 (30-157) 125 (88-156) 68 (45-83) 

I 
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Appendix A. Closure notices for the Big Cypress WMA fall1999 hunting season. 
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONJ\L PRESERVE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday Oct. 5, 1999 

CONTACT: Deb Jansen, wildlife 
Biologist (941) 695-2000 ext. 
or Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger, ext. 3 24 

Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today that the Comdance, Stairsteps and 
Loop Road Units of Big Cypress National Preserve are closed to all hunting and off-road 
vehicle use until further notice. Water levels have risen leaving few dry places for 
wildlife to seek shelter and forage. The only habitat available to wildlife during extremely 
high water is hardwood hammocks and hardwood scrub, which comprise approximately 
3% of the Preserve. These areas are critical for all species as resting sites. High water 
levels in 1994/95 resulted in hoof rot in deer and hogs and increased mortality due to 
malnutrition. Hunting and off-road vehicle use adds yet another dimension of stress to 
already severely stressed populations. Superintendent Hibbard asks that all Preserve users 
reduce their activities in the area and avoid approaching wildlife during this time of 

I 

stress. 

Water levels are comparable to those of 1994 and 1995 when various closures were 
instituted in order to avoid additional pressure on wildlife already stressed tly 
environmental events. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with this closure 
will result in citations and fines. Water levels will be closely monitored and the area will 
be reopened to hunting and off-road vehicle use as soon as conditions permit. Attached is 
a map of the closed area. 

-NPS-
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•, 9~ ' 

ORDER 
OF FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Order No. 99-7 Special Regulations for the Jetport Tract ot 
the Big Cypress Wildlife Managemeilt Area. 

The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission of the State of Florida, acting 
under the authority of Article IV, Section 9, of thG Florida Constltutlon, hereby 
es1ablishes, by order, specie! regulations for tho Jetport trect of the Big Cypress 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA). These spec'1sl regulations are necessMy due to 
inordinately high wster lev-els throughout South Florida. The National Park Service 
has made the decision to close the Corn Dance Unit oi Big Cypress WMA to 
hunting and ORV use until iurther notice. The Jetport tract, 1hougrl not und or 
National Park Service ownership, is edministered and regulated as an integral part 
of the Corn Dance Unit. Closure of the Jetport would avoid confus!or. among users 
and problems that could ar\se from public:: use of this tract. Users of the Jetport 
could stray outside of this tract onto the closed National Park Service proporty. 
The boundaries between National k Service and Jetport land may not be marked 
well enough to be enforceable. In addltion. all lands surrounding the . .Jetport tract 
have been closed to hunting and use of airboats and vehicles. Consequently, the 
closure of other units of the Big Cypress WMA will displace hunters which could 
focus addltlonal })ressure on tne Jetport tract and result in overcrowding and 
possibly overharvest. The special regulations are as follows: 

(1) Hunting and use of 9irboats and veh\cles is prohibited. except by 
permit, in th~ Jetport tract of thEl Big Cypress WMA. 

(2) Any provisions of Rule 68A-15.064, F.A.C., which are inconsistent 
herewith are horaby superseded. 

This order sha!l take effect at 12:01 a.m. on October 9, 1999 and shall 
remain in effect until rescinded by subsequent order. 
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Depattment of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: 

Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger 
941-695-2000, ext.J24 

I . l Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today that the Turner R1ver and Bear sland 
Units of Big Cypress National Preserve are closed to all hunting, airboats, and off-road 
vehicle use effective October 22,1999 at 6:00 p.m. until further no lice. The Corn Dance, 
Loop, and Stairstep Units are.already closed. 

Water levels have risen throughout the Preserve, leaving few dry places for wildlife to 
seek shelter and forage. There is very limited, and in some areas no dry ground available 
to wildlife during this high water period. Hardwood hammocks and hardwood scrub, 
much of which is under water, comprise approximately 3% of the Preserve and are 
critical areas for all species as resting sites. Hunting and off-road vehicle use during times 
of prolonged high water adds yet artother dimension of stress to already stressed wildlife 
populations. 

Water levels exceed or are similar to those of 1994 and 1995 when the Preserve was 
closed in order to avoid additional pressure on wildlife already stressed by enviromnental 
evenls. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with this closure 
will result in citations and fmes. Water levels will be closely monitored and the area will 
be reopened to bunting artd off-road vehicle use as soon as conditions permit. 

-NPS-
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
FOR IMMED lATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger· 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 324 

Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today that changes in water levels have 
enabled Big Cypress National Preserve to conditionally open some limited areas to 
hunting and off-road vehicle use for ti1e general gun season. 

On Friday, November 12, the Turner River and Bear Island units will open to off-road 
vehicles at 6 a.m. The units remain closed to airboats. Buggies may operate only within 
the hours of 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day. On Saturday, November 13, Turner River, :Bear 
Is land and Deep Lake units will open to hunting under the current state regulations. 
Corndance, Loop and all Stairsteps Units remain closed due to high water conditions and 
subsequent stress upon wildlife populations. The Preserve will close to all hunting on 
Wednesday, November 17, one-half hour after sundown and to all off-road vehicles at l 0 
p.m. unless a decision is made that day to continue to this provisional opening. 

. Dogs will not be allowed in the possession of anyone hunting in the Preserve under this 
conditional opening. Burns Lake and Bear Island Campgrounds will remain closed due to 
wet conditions. Camping will be allowed in the parking area at the north end of Turner 
River Road. 

Water levels will continue to be monitored and changes in rainfall or condition of wildlife 
may affect this provisional opening. All Preserve users should be aware of continued wet 
conditions and be prepared to encounter difficult travel and challenging conditions. 
Wildlife in the preserve has been under stressful conditions due to high water for several 
weeks. This stress makes all species vulnerable to continued disturbance. Hunters and all 
Preserve users are requested to exercise special consideration to lessen impacts on non­
game wildlife. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with the restrictions 
of this provisional opening will result in citations and fines. Attached is a chart, which 
shows each unit and its conditions under this provisional opening. 

-NPS-
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

11117/99 

CONTACT: Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 324 

Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today that continuing high water levels mean 
little change to the provisional hunting season opened last week in Big Cypress National 
Preserve. The Turner River, Deep Lake and Bear Island units will be open for the 
remainder of the season barring other serious considerations such as storms with large 
amounts of rainfall, or deteriorating condition of wildlife. 

As announced at the opening of the hunt last week, all units remain closed to airboats. 
Off-road vehicles may operate only within the hours of 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day. All of 
the current state hunting regulations apply. Corndance, Loop and all Stairsteps Units 
.remain closed due to high water conditions and subsequent stress upon wildlife 
populations. Preserve staff will continue to monitor and evaluate the Corndance, Loop 
and Stairsteps units. Based upon conditions at this time, however, it appears unlikely that 
there will be any changes to the closures of Corndance, Loop and Zones 3 and 4 of the 
Stairsteps over the next few weeks. On November 24, conditions in the units that are 
closed will be reviewed. Call the Preserve Hunting Information Line (941) 695-2040 for 
updates. 

Hunters are reminded that all dogs are prohibited in the backcountry. Bear Island 
Campground will remain closed due to wet conditions. Burns Lake and Monument 
Campgrounds, as well as privately owned campgrounds in the area are open. Camping 
will'also continue to be allowed in the parking area at the north end of Turner River 
Road. 

Water levels will continue to be monitored and changes in rainfall or condition of wildlife 
may affect this conditional opening. All Preserve users should be aware of continued wet 
conditions and be prepared to encounter difficult travel and challenging conditions. 
Wi~dlife in the preserve has been under stress due to high water for several weeks. This 
stress makes all species vulnerable to continued disturbance. Hunters and all Preserve 
users are requested to exercise special consideration to lessen impacts on non-game 
wildlife. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with the restrictions 
of this provisional opening will result in citations and fines. Attached is a chart and map, 
which show the provisions for each unit under this conditional opening. 
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~g~P-ressN:~tional s~~- _ ···-- . ·-·- .. · · 
General Gun Hunting Season Information- Conditional Opening 

(November 17-Janl.l@'O" 2, 2000) 

Note: Special conditions apply. Use limitations are in place to reduce stress on wildlife. 
Units that are closed will be monitored and reviewed by 11124/99 to detennine if further 
adjustments need to be made to this conditional opening. Call the Hunting Information 
Line for Updates (941) 695-2040. 

! Management Unit Conditional Hunt Special Conditions 
-Open to Hunting 
-Open to ORVs, no airboats 

. Turner River OPEN -ORV travel restricted to 4 
a.m. -10 p.m. 
-No dogs 
-Open to Hunting, Archery 

Deep Lake Archery Only Only 
-Walk in and non-motorized 

access only 
-Open to Hunting 

Bear Island OPEN -Open to ORV s on 
designated trails only 

-ORV travel restricted to 
4 a.m. -10 p.m. 

-No airboats 
-No dogs 
-Bear Island and Pink Jeep 

Campsites are closed 
-The Pit campsite (max. 8 

sites) is open. 
-Camping is allowed at the 

ORV parking area 
located at the north end 
of the Turner River 
Road. 

Remains CLOSED due to 
Loop High Water -No Hunting, No ORV or 

Airboat travel 

Corndance Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, No ORV or 
High Water Airboat travel 

Stairsteps- All Units Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, No ORV or 
High Water Airboat travel 

I 
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department ofthe Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
FOR I.MM:EDIA TE RELEASE 

11/23/99 

CONTACT: Dan Sholly, ChiefRa.nger 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 324 

Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today some changes to the provisional hunting 
season opened last week in Big Cypress National Preserve. Tne Turner River, Deep Lake and 
Bear Island units will be open for the remainder of the season. Effective Thursday, November 
25, Zones 1 and 2 of the Stairsteps unit will be open to walk-in hunting. No off-road 
vehicles are allowed. 

As announced at the opening of the hunt, all units remain closed to airboats. Off-road vehicles 
may operate only in the Turner River and Bear Island units between the hours of 4 a.rri. to 
10 p.m. each day. All of the current s+...ate hunting regula-:ions apply. The Corndance, Loop and 
Zones 3 and 4 of the Stairsteps units remain closed due to high water conditions and subsequent 
stress upon wildlife populations. Preserve staff will continue to monitor and evaluate these 
areas. On December 1, conditions in those units that are closed will be reviewed. Call the 
Preserve Hunting Information Line (941) 695-2040 for updates. 

Hunters are reminded that all dogs are prohibited in the backcountry. Bear Island Campground 
will remain closed due to wet conditions. Bums Lake and Monument Lake Campgrounds, as 
well as privately owned campgrounds in the area are open. Camping v..ill also continue to be 
allowed in the parking area at the north end of Turner River Road. 

Water levels will continue to be monitored and changes in rainfall or condition of wildlife may 
affect this conditional opening. All Preserve users should be aware of continued wet conditions 
and be prepared to encounter difficult travel and challenging conditions. Wildlife in the Preserve 
has been under stress due to high water for several weeks. This stress makes all species 
vulnerable to continued disturbance. Hunters &.'1d all Preserve users are requested to exercise 
special consideration to lessen impacts on non-game wildlife. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with the restrictions of this 
provisional opening will result in citations and fines. Attached is a chart and map, wbich show 
the provisions for each unit under this conditional opening. 

-NPS-
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. ·:·:, ~ .· ·: · · '.: . ·;· · :·, · -:.·· .. :-:~Big Cypt·ess ·National Pr~serve · · ·~, . ·' ·,: ~·· · · · · · . 
· . ·., Gene1ial GlillHunting.Seas.ot1"Infot~lnation- Conditio~1al 

· · . .. · .Openi11g: 
. . · ·· . ··:·. · '. .. · . (November 23 ,;_ Dece . · · .·1, 199.9) 

Note: Special conditions apply. Use lirnitations are in place to reduce stress on 
wildlife. Units that are closed will be monitored and reviewed on 12/01/99 to 
determine if further adjustments need to be made to this conditional open.ing. Call 
the Hunting Information Line for Updates (941) 695-2040. 

,--~· 

· Management Unit Conditional Hunt I Special Conditions 
Turner River OPEN -Open to Hunting 

-Open to ORVs, no airboats 
-ORV travel restricted to 

4 a.m. -10 p.m. 
-No dogs 

Deep Lake Archery OrJy -Open to Hunting, Archery 
Only 

-Walk in and non-motorized I access only 
-No dogs 

Bear Island \OPEN -Open to H lUlting 
-Open to ORVs on 

designated trails only 
-ORV travel restricted to 

4 a.m. -10 p.m. 
-No airboats 
-No dogs 
-Bear Island and Pink Jeep 

Campsites are closed 
-The Pit campsite (max. 8 

sites) is open. 
-Camping is allowed at the 

I 

I 

I 

\ 

ORV parking area located 

\Loop Remains CLOSED due to 
Hi Water 

i Corndance \Remains CLOSED due to 
High Water 

Stairsteps- Zones 1 and 2 OPEN to hunting only 

I Stairsteps- Zones 3 and 4 1 Remains CLOSED due to 
, i High Water 

at the north end of the 
Turner River Road. 

-No Hllllting, No ORV or 
Airboat travel 

' -No Hunting, No ORV or 
Airboat travel 

~en to Hunting 
-No ORV or airboat travel 
-No dogs 
-No Hunting, No ORV or 

Airboat travel 

\ 
! 
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL 
FOR Uvi.MEDIATE RELEASE 

l2/l/99 

ERVE CONTACT: Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 3 l 7 

Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today some changes to the provisional hunting 
season in Big Cypress National Preserve. The Turner River, Deep Lake and Bear island units 
will be open for the remainder of the season. Effective Thursday, December 2, Zones 1, 2 
and 3 of the Stairsteps unit and Comdance west of Eleven Mile Road will be open to walk­
in hunting. No ofT-road vehicles are allowed. 

As announced at the opening of the hunt, all units remain closed to airboats. Off-road venic les 
may operate only in the Turner River and Bear Island units between the hours of 4 a.m. to 
10 p.m. each day. All of the current state hunting reguiations ly. The Corndance east of 
Ele-ve.n Mile Road, Loop and ne 4 of the Stairsteps units remain closed due to high water 
conditions and subsequent stress upon wildlife populations. Preserve staff will continue to 
monitor and evaluate these areas. On December 8, conditions in those units that are closed will 
be reviewed. Call the Preserve Hunting Information Line (941) 695-2040 for updates. 

Hunters are reminded that all gs are pro.:1ibited in the backcountry. Bear Island Campground 
will remain closed due to wet conditions. Bums Lake, Monument La.ke, Loop Road, Pink Jeep 
and Pit Campgrounds, as well as privately owned campgrounds in area, are open. Camping 
will also continue to be allowed in the parking area at the north end of Turner River Road. 

Water levels will continue to monitored at"1d changes in rainfall or condition of wildlife may 
affect this conditional opening. All Preserve users should be aware of continued wet conditions 
and be prepared to encounter difficult travel and challenging conditions. Wildlife in the Preserve 
has been under stress due to high water for several weeks. This stress makes all species 
vulnerable to continued disturbance. Hunters and all Preserve users are requested to exercise 
special consideration to lessen impacts on non-game wildlife. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with the restrictions of this 
provisional opening will result in citations and fines. Attached is a chart which shows the 
pro~isions for each unit under this conditional opening. 

-NPS-
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· Big Cypress National P1·eserve · · ·. · 
General Gun Hunting Season Information- Conditional Opening .. 

. . · mber 2 ~December 8. 1999) 

Note: Special conditions apply. Use limitations are in place to reduce stress on wildlife. 
Units that are closed will be monitored and reviewed on 12/08/99 to determine if further 
adjustments need to be made to this conditional opening. Call the Hunting Information Line 
for Updates (941) 695-2040 . 

ana gem en t u 't ni • C d't' l H t on 1 tona un . s . l c d'. ' !pecta on !liOns 
Turner River OPEN -Open to ORYs, no airboats 

-ORV travel reslrictctllo 
4 a.m. 10 p.m. 

-No dogs 
Deep Lake I OPEN -Walk in ant! non-rnoloriz.eu 

ARCHERY ONLY access only 
• -No dogs 

B Island OPEN -Oren Lo OR Ys on 
designated trails only 

-OR Y travel t·estricted to 
4 a.m. -10 p.m. 

-No airboats 
-No dogs 
-Bear Island campsite is closed 
-The Pit and Pink Jeep 

campsites are open. 
-Camping is allowed at the 

ORV parkihg area located 
at the north end of the 
Turner River Road. 

Corndance- West of 11- OPEN Walk in only -No ORV or airboat travel 
mile road -No dogs 

Corndance - East of 11- Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, No ORV or 
mile road High Water Airboat Travel 

Stairsteps- Zones 1, 2 and 3 OPEN- Walk in only -No ORY or airboat travel 
-No do 
-Loop Road Campground Open 
-Mitchell's Landing and 
Pinecrest Campgrounds Closed 

Stairsteps- Zone 4 Remains CLOSED tlue to -No Hunting, No OR Y or 
" High Water airboat travel 
Loop Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, No ORV or 

I I.jigh Water airboat travel 

i 

I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
FOR IMlvffiDIATE RELEASE 

12/8/99 

CONTACT: Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 317 

Superintender:t Wallace Hibbard announced today some changes to the provisional hunting 
season in Big Cypress National Preserve. All changes are effective 12/9/99. In addition to 

. . 
prev1ous opemngs: 

-Zone 2 of Stairsteps and the Turner River unit will open to airboats. 
-Zone 1 of Stairsteps and western Corndance will now be open to off-road 

vehicles. No airboats. 
-Dogs are now allowed in the Turner River, Bear Island and Zones 1 and 2 of 

Stairsteps per management area and federal regulations. 
-Zone 3 of Stairsteps remains walk-in only for hunting. 
-Turner River Unit is open to all off-road vehicles including airboats. 
-Eastern Corndance, Loop Unit and Zone 4 of Stairsteps remain closed to all 

hunting and off-road vehicle use due to high water conditions and subsequent 
stress upon wildlife populations. 

Off-road vehicles may operate only between the hours of 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day. All of 
the current state hunting regulations apply. Preserve staff will continue to monitor and 
evaluate these areas. On December 15, conditions in those units that are closed will be 
reviewed. Call the Preserve Hunting Information Line (941) 695-2040 for updates. 

Bear Island Campground will remain closed due to wet conditions. Burns Lake, Monument 
Lake, Loop Road, Pink Jeep and Pit Campgrounds, as well as privately owned campgrounds 
in the area are open. Camping will also continue to be allowed in the parking area at the 
north end of Turner River Road. 

Water levels will continue to be monitored and changes in rainfall or condition of wildlife 
may affect this conditional opening. All Preserve users should be aware of continued wet 
conditions and be prepared to encounter difficult travel and challenging conditions. Wildlife 
ill the Preserve has been under stress due to high water for several weeks. This stress makes 
all species vulnerable to continued disturbance. Hunters and all Preserve users are requested 
to exercise special consideration to lessen impacts on non-game wildlife. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with the restrictions of 
this provisional opening will result in citations and fines. Attached is a chart, which shows 
the provisions for each unit under this conditional opening. · 

-NPS-
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· · · ·" ... .- · .. ··Big Cypres~ ~ati~nal Preserve __ · · ·. · · · · ~ · :.· ... .-~-_. ~- . 
·General Gun Hunting Season Infornlauon ·-Conditional Qpening -. 
· : (December9-December 16, 1999) · · ·. -~ :_ .· 

Note: Special conditions apply. Use limitations are in place to reduce stress on wild life. 
Units that are closed will be monitored and reviewed on 12115/99 to determine if further 
adjustments need to be made to this conditional opening. Call the Hunting Information Line 
for Updates (941) 695-2040. 

Mana ement Unit : Conditional Hunt 
Turner River OPEN 

Deep Lake OPEN 
ARCHERY ONLY 

Bear Island OPEN 

Corndance- West of 11- OPEN- Walk in and ORV 
mile road ONLY 

I 
1 Corndance -East of 11- Remains CLOSED due to 
· mile road High Water 

Stairsteps- Zone 1 I OPEN- Walk in and ORV 
travel only 

Stairsteps- Zone 2 OPEN- ORV and Airboat 
Travel 

Stairsteps- Zone 3 OPEN- Walk in Only 

! 

I Stairsteps- Zone 4 Remains CLOSED due to 
High Water 

\Loop Remains CLOSED due to 
High Water 

S ecial Conditions 

-Walk in and non-motorized 
access only 

-No do s 
-Open to ORVs on 

designated trails only 
-ORV travel restricted to 

4 a.m. -10 p.m. 
-No airboats 
-Dogs allowed per regulations 
-Bear Island campsite is closed 
-The Pit and Pink Jeep 

campsites are open. 
-Camping allowed at the 

ORV oarking area located . 
at the north end of the 
Turner River Road. 

-OPEN to ORV travel, 
4 a.m.- 10 p.m. 

-No dogs . 
-No Airboat travel 

~unting, ORV or Airboat 
Travel· 
-No airboat travel 
-Dogs allowed per regulations 
-OPEN to' ORV and Airboat 
travel, 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
-Dogs allowed per regulations 
-No ORV or Airboat Travel 
-No dogs 
-Loop Road Campground Open 

. -Mitchell's Landing and 
Pinecrest Campgrounds Closed 
-No Hunting, No ORY or 

airboat travel · 
-No Hunting, No ORY or 

airboat travel 

i 

I 
1 
! 
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

12/16/99 

CONTACT: Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 317 

Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today a change to the provisional hunting 
season in Big Cypress National Preserve. Effective 12/17/99 another portion of the 
Corndance unit will be open to hunting and off-road vehicle use. The area open is 
bounded on the west side by Eleven Mile road, on the north side by the oil pipeline 
that extends eastward from Raccoon Point, on the east side by the Preserve 
boundary and on the south side by Highway 41. It remains dosed to airboats. The 
area north of the pipeline to the Addition lands and east of Eleven Mile road (continued 
in a line north to the boundary of the Addition lands) is closed. Please refer to the 
attached chart for current information on the conditional hunting season in Big Cypress 
National Preserve. 

In units open to them, off-road vehicles and airboats may operate only between the hours 
of 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day. All of the current state hunting regulations apply. Preserve 
staff will continue to monitor and evaluate these areas. On December 22, conditions in 
those units that are closed will be reviewed. Call the Preserve Hunting Information Line 
(941) 695-2040 for updates. 

Bear Island and Mitchell's Landing Campgrounds will remain closed due to wet 
conditions. Burns Lake, Monument La.k:e, Loop Road, Pinecrest, Pink Jeep and Pit 
Campgrounds, as well as privately owned campgrounds in the area are open. Camping 
will also continue to be allowed in the parking area at the north end of Turner River 
Road. 

Water levels will continue to monitored and changes in rainfall or condition of wildlife 
may affect this conditional opening. All Preserve users should aware of continued wet 
conditions and be prepared to encounter difficult travel and challenging conditions in 
some areas. Wildlife in the Preserve has been under stress due to high water for several 
weeks. This stress makes all species vulnerable to continued disturbance. Hunters and 
all Preserve users are requested to exercise special consideration to lessen impacts on 
non-game wildlife. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with the restrictions 
of this provisional opening will result in citations and fmes. Attached is a chart, which 
shows the provisions for each unit under this conditional opening. 
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· :· Big Cvnress National Preserve · · 
.·-·-tleiierafalitiliimting ·s:a5oti IDtoiination ~ coiiditionat.Operiing · 

· (December 17-December 23, 1999) · 
Note: Special conditions apply. Use limitations are in place to reduce stress on wildlife. Units that are 
closed will be monitored and reviewed on 12/22199 to determine if further adjustments need to be 
made to this conditional opening. Call the Hunting Information Line for Updates (941) 695-2040. 

· Management Unit Conditional Hunt Special Conditions 

Turner River OPEN -Open to ORVs and airboats 
-ORV travel restricted to 

4 a.m.- 10 p.m . 
• -Dogs allowed per regulations 

Deep Lake OPEN -Walk in and non-motorized 
ARCHERY ONLY access only 

I -No dogs 

Bear Island OPEN -Open to ORVs on 
designated trails only 

-ORV travel restricted to 
4 a.m. -10 p.m. 

-No airboats 
-Dogs allowed per regulations 
-Bear Island campground is closed 
-The Pit and Pink Jeep 

campsites are open. 
-Camping allowed at the 

ORV parking area located 
at the north end of the 
Turner River Road. 

• Corndance- West of 11- OPEN \ -OPEN to ORV travel 
mile road (extended north -No dogs 
to Addition lands) -No Airboat travel 

Corndance - East of 11- mile OPE~ -OPEN to ORV travel 
road and South of -No dogs 
the Oil Pipeline at Raccoon -No Airboat travel 
Point 

I 

Corndance - East of 11- mile Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, ORV or airboat travel 
road (extended north to high water. 
Addition lands) and North of 
the oil Pipeline at Raccoon 
Point 

Stairsteps - Zone 1 OPEN -OPEN to ORV travel: 
4 a.m. 10 p.m. 

-No airboat travel 
-Dogs allowed per regulations 

Stairsteps- Zone 2 OPEN -OPEN to ORV and Airboat travel; 
4 a.m.- lO p.m. 
-Dogs allowed per ref!Ulations 

I Stairsteps- Zone 3 OPEN- Walk L'1 Only -No ORV or Airboat Travel 
-No dogs 
-Loop Road Campground Open 

Stairsteps- Zone 4 Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, ORV or 
High Water airboat travel 

-Mitchell's Landing Campground 
Closed 

Loop Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, ORV or 
High Water airboat travel 

. -Pinecrest Campground Open 
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ORDER 
FLORIDA FISH AND V!ILDLIFE CONSERVATION COV.MISSION 

Order No. 99-14 Special Regulations for the Jetport Tract of the Big 
Cypress Wildlife Management .Area.. 

The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission of the Stzte of Florida, acting under the 
authority of Article IV, Section 9, Florida Constitution, hereby rescinds Order No. 99-7 which 
order provided special regulations for the Jertport Tract of the Big Cypress Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) due to inordinately high water levels throughout South Florida resulting from 
Hurricane Irene as follows: 

The Jetport Tract of the Big Cypress W1vLA. shall be re-opened December l7, 1999 at 
12:01 e..m. Use of the area shall be pursuant to Rule 68A·l5.064.(5), F.A.C. 2Jid other applicable 
rules and law. except the u.sc of airboats is prohibited. 

ATTEST: 

Agency Clerk 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF THE 
FISH A},TD W1LDLIFE CONSERVATION 
COM'MitfiON OF TrlE STATE OF FLORlDA 
THlS~ DAY OF DECElvillER 1999 

~-t/~ 
fir Allan L. Egbert, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

Authority: Article IV, Section 9, Florida Constitution; uw lmplemented: A..'1ic1e IV) Section 9, 
Florida Constitution, s. 120:81(5), Florida Statutes 
Effective Date: r>tcember 17, 1999 

---~ .... 

pQ:St -tt• Fax l'lota 
767\ 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

12/22/99 

CONTACT: Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 317 

Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today changes to the provisional hunting 
season in Big Cypress National Preserve. Water levels have dropped slightly enabling 
opening of some selected areas of the Preserve that have been closed for several weeks 
due to nigh water and stress on wildlife populations. Effective 12122/99 Zone 3 of 
Stairsteps is open to off-road vehicles and airboats. The Loop Unit is open to walk in 
hunting from Highway 41. Zone 4 of Stairsteps and the Loop Unit from Loop Road 
remain closed. Please refer to the attached chart for current information on the 
conditional hunting season in Big Cypress National Preserve. 

In units open to them, off-road vehicles and airboats may operate only between the hours 
of 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day. All of the current state hunting regulations apply. Preserve 
staff will continue to monitor and evaluate these areas. On December 28 conditions in 
those units that are closed will be reviewed. Call the Preserve Hunting Information Line 
(941) 695-2040 for updates. 

Bear Island and Mitchell's Landing Campgrounds will remain closed due to wet 
conditions. Burns Lake, Monument Lake, Loop Road, Pinecrest, Pink Jeep and Pit 
Campgrounds, as well as privately owned campgrounds in the area are open. Camping 
will also continue to be allowed in the parking area at the north end of Turner River 
Road. 

Water levels will continue to be monitored and changes in rainfall or condition of wildlife 
may affect this conditional opening. All Preserve users should be aware of continued wet 
conditions and be prepared to encounter difficult travel and challenging conditions in 
some areas. Wildlife in the Preserve has been under stress due to high water for several 
weeks. This stress makes all species vulnerable to continued disturbance. Hunters and 
all Preserve users are requested to exercise special consideration to lessen impacts on 
non-game wildlife. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with the restrictions 
of this provisional opening will result in citations and fines. Attached is a cha..'1, which 
shows the provisions for each unit under this conditional opening. 

-NPS-
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· ·:.. ·Big Cypress National Preserve . · : 
General Gun Hunting Season lilformation- Col)ditional Opening 

(December 22-December 29, 1999) 
Note: Special conditions apply. Use limitations are in place to reduce stress on wildlife. Units that are 
closed will be monitored and reviewed on 12/28/99 to determine if further adjustments need to be 
made to this conditional opening. Call the Hunting Information Line for Uodates (941) 695-2040. 

Management Unit · Conditional Hunt I Special Conditions 

Turner River OPEN -Open to ORVs and airboats 
-ORV travel restricted to 

4. a.m.- 10 p.m. 
-Dogs allowed oer regulations 

Deep :..ake I OPEN -Walk in and non-motorized 
ARCHERY ONLY access only 

-No dogs 

Bear Island OPEN -Open to ORV s on 
designated trails only 

-OR V travel restricted to 
4 a.m. -10 p.m. 

-No airboats 
-Dogs allowed per regulations 
-Bear Island campground is closed 
-The Pit and Pink Jeep 

campsites are open. 
-Camping allowed at the 

ORV parking area located 
at the north end of the 
Turner River Road. 

Corndance- West of 11- OPEN -OPEN to ORV travel 
mile road (extended north -No dogs 
to Addition lands) -No Airboat travel 

Corndance- East of 11- mile OPEN I -OPEN to ORV travel 
road and South of -No dogs 

the Oil Pipeline at Raccoon -No Airboat travel 
Point 

! 

i 

Comdance- East of 11- mile · Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, ORV or airboat travel 
road (extended north to high water. 
Addition lands) and North of 
the oil Pipeline at Raccoon 
Point 

Stairsteps- Zone 1 OPEN -OPEN to ORV travel: 
4a.m. 10 p.m. 

-No airboat travel 
-Dogs allowed per regulations 

Stairsteps Zone 2 OPEN ~-OPEN to ORV and Airboat travel; 
4 a.m.- 10 p.m. 
-Dogs allowed oer regulations 

Stairsteps Zone 3 OPEN -OPEN to ORV and Airboat travel; 
4 a.m. -10 p.m. 

-No dogs 
-Loop Road Campground Open 

Sta.irsteps- Zone 4 Remains CLOSED due to -No Hunting, ORV or 
High Water airboat travel 

-Mitchell's Landing Camp ground 
Closed 

Loop 
' 

OPEN- walk in only from -No Hunting, ORV or 
Hwy 41, no entry from Loop airboat. travel 

I Road -Pinecrest Campground Open 

i 
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

12/28/99 

CONTACT: Dan ShoUy, Chief Ranger 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 317 

Superintendent Wallace Hibbard announced today changes to the provisional hunting 
season in Big Cypress National Preserve. Water levels have continued to drop slightly 
enabling opening of some selected areas of the Preserve that have been 'closed for several 
weeks due to high water and stress on wildlife populations. Effective 12/30/99 Zone 4 of 
Stairsteps is open to off-road vehicles and airboats during daylight hours only (6:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) No backcountry camping will be allowed. All areas of the Loop 
Unit are now open to walk in hunting. Please refer to the attached chart for current 
information on the conditional hunting season in Big Cypress National Preserve. 

In units open to them, off-road vehicles and airboats may operate only between the hours 
of 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day, except Zone 4 of the Stairsteps where operating hours are 
6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m .. A.ll of the current state hunting regulations apply. Preserve staff 
will continue to monitor conditions in all units; hunting season closes 1/2 hour after sunset 
on January 2. Recreational use of the Preserve after hunting season closes will be 
evaluated in the same way hunting uses have been during this period of high water. Call 
the Preserve Hunting Information Line (941) 695-2040 for updates. 

All Preserve campgrounds and privately owned campgrounds in the area are open. 

Water tevels will continue to be monitored and changes in rainfall or condition of wildlife 
may affect this conditional opening. All Preserve users should be aware of continued wet 
conditions and be prepared to encounter difficult travel and challenging conditions in 
some areas. Wildlife in the Preserve has under stress due to high water for several 
weeks. This stress makes all species vulnerable to continued disturbance. Hunters and 
all Preserve users are requested to exercise special consideration to lessen impacts on 
non-game wildlife. 

The Superintendent reminds all Preserve users that failure to comply with the restrictions 
of this provisional opening wilt result in citations and fines. Attached is a chart which 
shows the provisions for each unit under this conditional opening. 
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NEWS RELEASE U.S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE 
FOR IM:MEDIATE RELEASE 

1/5/00 

CO:t,HACT: Dan Sholly, Acting Superintendent 
(941) 695-2000 ext. 317 

Acting Superintendent Dan Sholly announced today Big Cypress National 
Preserve will be open for normal recreational operations effective 
January 5, 2000. High water and stress upon wildlife populations affected 
hunting season and recreational use from October through last week in the 
preserve. Various closures were in to protect wildlife and continue to 
provide limited access to recreational users over the last few months. Water 
levels have dropped to the poit1t where Preserve staff feels normal 

· recreational pressure can be sustained without undue harm to populations. 

Preserve staff reminds recreationalists that all normal rules apply. Off-road 
vehicles and airboats must have valid pennits and abide by all rules set forth 
in the ORV Guidelines provided at the time permits are purchased. Airboat 
operating hours are 5 a.m. to 1 a.m. All normal regulations apply. 

Monument, Bear Island, Midway, Loop, Pinecrest, Mitchell's Landing 
campgrounds and privately owned campgrounds in the area are open. Burns 
Lake Campground is closed for the season. 

All Preserve users should be aware that wildlife in the Preserve has been 
under stress due to high water for several weeks. This stress makes all 
species vulnerable to continued disttrrbance. Please exercise special 
consideration to lessen impacts on wildlife. 

-NPS-
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-------­Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area Regulations, 1999-00. - -
BIG CYPRESS 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA 
(565 848 acres) 

Dade, Collier' and Monroe counties 
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Thls brochure is desiped 10 provide lbe public with infont'lllion and a 
r;ummaryofregulations pertaining 1o hUnting and olhcrrc:cn:aliona1 use on lhc Big 
Cypn!S'l Wildlife Mana.gcmentArea. To make U easier to larn about rf'gulation 
changes on this. area, regulaUonsthatare-newor dlrfcr tubstanflally fruHllasl 
yo.r are shown In bold JITint. Area userS still should familiarize thc1nselveswilh 
all regulations for the att:o. For lhe exact wording of the wildlife laws and 
rcsuJalioos. see Florida Fish .and Wildlire Conservation CommhuiOfl's wildlife 
code on file wi1h tl~e Secrelaty of State and state libraries. This brochure and the 
quoLD hunt applicalion forms should p.-ovide the information n~ary for you lo 
plan your hunting aclivhies. 

For infOrmation pertaining 10 huntil18 on private land$ and trApping~ consutt 
lhe C\flTent FIQrida Hunting Handbook. This pubiieation is e.v:~ilablc from any 
Commis.sion office aa wen as eounty lax rollcclors ••ul their sub:ar;enlll. 

PEBIIUT, STAMP ANl> UCENSE INFORMATION: 
Persons utUb<ing the wildlife management arus Ire 

te licenses, stamps and permits for hunting and/or 
who arc 6S ytAn.ofage or older~ and ~dents ~ertiflcd 

permanently di$1'1b$ed lU determined by a licensed FJoridJ physician. 
Force$ or Veterans Administratitm. may obiBln exemption certiftcatc.s for mosl 
1lc.enses. stamps and permits from lhc: ~ounly tu. colleelor. HunLers: \lndcr age l6 
and Florida residents in the U.S. Armed Forces, nots!JI1ioncd in Florida and 'home 
on leave wilh orders in possession dre exempt from most pemrit.sLampand license 
requirements on thir area. 

Hunting Ueensc, Trappj:ng license~ Fishing Utense and Archery~ 
Mux.:tlcloading Gun. Wildlife Management Area, Wild Turkey and Stale 
Waterfowt pe1mitS may be purchas:c:d from counly Ul~ colleclOn;, their :iubagent.s, 
or by tcJephouc. ' 

Unless e•cn1Jiedj all hunters on lhis wildlife manacemcnl area must hne lhe 
following in their popeuion and display tltem upon n:qUC$\ of any Commission 
cmrloyce. 

l. Hunting l.ic.ensc: lnfomation on lhe eatc:gories and em:ts of hunting 
licenses is available in the l'lorida Hunltng Handbook. 

2. Wildlife M1nagcme.nt Area Permit: This SlS permit is required to hunt 
on thi5 area._ 

3. Quota rumits:: 

17 
lllhmusl1 

January Z oflhe second arohery •••sort. 
A daily l1uol permit(avaiJable attbc cbeck staUcn) is n:quired for hun(fns each 

day durlng non·qllolB period$ of general gun and muuleJoading gun seasons ou 
the Bear Jslaud Unil (no exemptions}. TI1cre are 200 daily hunl pcnnhsavailabte 
en a firsl·come, tir.~;t-served basis at the Week st.ation. Regular q uoto permils arc 
•vailablc in lhc foltawing numbers by m•nagcmenl unil: Beat· Island 200, 
Stairstcps I ,000, Com Dan~c 300, Turner River SOO and Loop 250. There a1 e 200 
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special quota pr:rmiu: svaibhlc focI he muz.xlcloadins gun hunt tn the Bear ISland 
Unit and uth of the 3 segments of the second an:hery season m the Deep Lake 
Unit. 

Reg,ular and s.peeial quota hunt perrnil appUcaUons are available from eount)' 
lax eo11etlors or their subagents on or aboutlune 1. To apply for either pOliTlil, 
obtain 1!1 regular or special quola hunt app1ica1kJM and follow the printed 
Instructions. 

Transfer of PermiLs-Quota hunt permits arc transfuable. l'he sale or purth.Jisc: 
of any quota hunt pc:tmil is prohibitt:d. 

4. Archery Pennit This S5 pennit Is required when hunling during an}' 
archery season outside of the South Zone sen end gun season dales. 

5. Mu.u:leloadirig Gun Pamil: This $.5 permit if required when hunling 
duripg the muzzle loading gun season. 

6. Wild T\lrkey Permit: This SS pt:IWit is: required if bunting tUfkeys. 
1. Swte Wii!llf:rfowl Permit ThisS3 permit is required wbitt: hunting ducks. 
8. Federal Duek Startlf!: Any hunter 16 years of age or older musl pOsseSS 

• fe~J duck $lamp while hunting duck$:. This SIS stamp is &V'ail&b1e at pllJl 
offices. 

9. Migratory Bird Permit: This ko petmit U requfr~d when lwntina. 
migralory game birds. 

10. Nalional Park Servfce Off-Road Vehicle R~gisttation Permit: Any 
vehide used off roads on (he Big Cypreu Wildlife Management Area shall have 
t National Park Service registralion. This int:J\IdeJany four..wheef..drive vehicle 
having a currenl liee:nse plale. The NalionaJ Park St:rvJer: off .. tollld vehicle 
registration pennil is available al the Visitor Cenler. CaU for mote inf'brrnalion: 
(941) 695--4111. 

BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS: 
I. Deer. wild hogs and bearded 1urkeys--D11ily Umil J, season limit 2 foc 

e.a<:h game species (all hunts c:ombinc.d). 
2. Gtay squirrel, quail or rabbit--Daily limh 12, posseuion limit l4. for each 

garnespcdes. 
J. flaecoon,opossum,armadillo- beaver.coycte. skunk and nutria .... No bag 

limit. 
4, Mig111tory game. birds---See. Mipllllory Oame Bird Bunting Rc:gul11tions 

pamphlet. 

GENERAL WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA REGULATIONS: 

sc( forth herein. 

I. Driving a me!ol.;bjeclinlo any kte or bllllling &onaln!e into Whith a 
tneta1 objed has been driven is p1 ohtbiled. 

2. ll ts: illtgallo <=Ul or damage cattle tenct.:s. 
3. Wild hogs. may not be transporled alive. 
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4. fires are pcnniUed on1yoo desipaled eantping areas or in ba.:k country 

and musl be c:amplelely extinguished prior to lhe user le.;ving the 

His unlawful for any person to leave any garbage orufuse or in any way 
1itlcr In the management area. This inc)udes dumptng or dnining or refuse or 
w'rtc from any vehicle or tu1iter. 

6. Hunttts using the Deer Island Unit 'ha11 enter and cxil ONLY lhrough 
the dcsisnated entry point al lhc north end ofTtlrncr RiveT Road or designated 
entry poini.S altmg 1-75. The 1~15 aeeeu poin1s arc walk~ln only and equipped 
with self-cheek sation boxe! 

7. En&cring any fenced area within the Jelporl area is prohibited. 
8. The wanton or willful waste of wildlife is prohibited. 
9. TI1Cn!:movaJ of plants, rocks, Rlincrals, animals or othernalura.l obJ'ects 

Is pro1ribilei, except by Written permit from Na1iona1 Park Service. 
10, The Jread and evidence of sex rmt)' not be remcwed fron11he can:a.ss of 

11ny deer on the arei'l. Portions of the earcau may be removed immedia1eiy prior 
to cooking. 

11, No person shall release any wUdUfc 0'1'1 this wildlile mana&c;menl area. 
12. It Is illegal to hunt f.Hter haic or place any b.ajt or other food fbr wildlife 

on lhls wtldtifc managemen' area. 
13. TakJng fox is p11Jhfbhed. 
14. Taking fox squirrel is prohibited. 
15, Taking any turkey while it is on the roost is prohibiled. 
16. Kining swimn1ing deer is prohibited. 
n. Taking or attempting to ta'ke game wilh the aid of Hve decoys, traps. 

snares, nets. drugs. lights or recorded game calls is prohibited. 
I 8. Any person hunting deer or accompanying another penon honling deer 

shall wear al le.wst SOOsqur.n: inches of daylight lluorescenr-orange material above 
€he waistline as an outer gatment. This is not reqttired when hunti1~g during an 
ardtcry·only season. 

19, Deer and turkey may be dismembered in lhe neld or carr!P. but each 
portion shall have a tag amlled to it fdentif}'ing the namtt address and hunthrg 
license number of lhe peT$0n who killed it; 1he dale and location at wbieb 1s was 
taken; and shall be readily tfleeable to lhe portion ofthc antrml bearing the sex 
identi ricalion. 

20. C011strueling a buifding or other strueturt$ is prohibhed. 

GUNS OR DOGS' 
21. 1be use or possession of a loaded firearm while: under the influence or 

alwholie beverages, ehemieal aubstarn:r:s or eonlrolled substances is prohibilcd 
(F.S. 790. 151). 

ll. Hunling wHh gun and iighl is prohibited, 
23. Hunting wildlife or tlle display or use of a gun in a manner r:apabh:or 

\akin& wi1d1ife on or rrom the rishts-of-wl!ly of County Roads: S31, 839, 841. Smte 
R.Qads 84. 94, U.S. 41 and Bums Road is prohlbiled. 

24. 'f'he use of guns olher than muzzldoading guns or bow and arrow is 
prohibited in the Deep Lake Unit 

l5. Aulhorited hunting equlpmenl or dogs may be IAkc:n onto the: area 11fn:r 
(!: a.m one day before the open in& of !he hunt and shalt be rt:moved from the area 
berorc 6 p.m. one: day al'te:r the hunr. 

26. For takins non-migratory game~ only shotguns. riOes, pistols, longbows 
(including compoundandn:curved bows). o:nubows (during I he general gun bunt 
only} or birds of prey mDy be used. 

21. for hunting deer, n1lltllcloading guns firing a single bullet must be at 
least .40 caliber; those flrtng two or more bans must be 20 gauge or huger. 

28, Hunling deer with rult-j;ackeled bullets cw any rirnnre cartndge is 
prohibilcd. 

29. Futly automatJe nrearms', sileflccr~cquipped ltre:!lirn\$, eenterflre semi­
automat«: rifles ltavfng a magnine capable of holding nlbrc llum rive rounds, 
explosive or drug-injecting device$ and selguruare P'Ohibiled. 

30. Guns or dogs are a.Uowed only durin& petiodt in which their use for 
hunt.ng js sdlowed. 

JJ. Childreu under the age of 16 may nol be in pouession or a firearm 
dnless 1n the presenr:e ora supervising adult 

32. Tbe possession of any firearm containing shetls or cnrlridgcs or any 
capped or primed mouJeroadinggun is prohibited at campsites or check stations. 
The ditth:t..gc of firearms Is prohibited on, ftonl or across any ell'lmpsite or check 
station. 

13. llunting deer or hoas with dn:gs is prohtbrted. All dogs are prohibited iu 
the Lopp unjt Tite possession of dogs eus!omarUy used fnr hunting (olhc:r lhan 
bird dogs and Willerrowl retrievers) is prohibiled during: any period. 

34. No person slutn allow any dog to ru.rsue or molest wildlire du~ing any 
period In ~bieh hunting wilh dogs is prohibited. 

35. No per£On shallpo.ssess any dot during any period in which hunting w!th 
dogs is prohibited. unless the dog is a non-hunting breed whielt is kept reslraiuerl 

VEHICLES: 

NOTJCE: You arc stroncly eneoutaged to eont:actlhe Die Cypress Narional 
Preserve officc,1JCR61. Box 1ll Ochopee, FL 33943(941) 695~41 11 regarding 
vehicle usc regulalions prior to your use of lhe preserve. 

36. All vebielcs. ine1udingairltoats. used off roads sbalt have a Na(fonal Park 
SC'-1-viee orr-H,ad vehide regislration permit. See Permit, Stamp ami license 
Requlrements for more informalioo. 

37. Vehicles shan pot be parked in such a manner as \o obslruet roadt ga1t:St 
t13ils or nrtfanes. . 

38. Vehicle access or use for the puq1oses ofhunlin~;. Jishing or frogging i.s 
prohibiled except by aU-temin vehielrn with 3 or more rubber tires. the front 
lirc(s) orwhith shall b¢ atleast7 inches wide: and !he rear tirc.s of which must be 
atleast9 inelu:s wide, and other vehic:les with llu:-u or JllOTC rubbet tires or9-ineh 
minimum widtit. Airboats are permiUed cxcepl in lhe Bear Jslaud, Deep lake and 

units. Vehie:Jes •re prohibited on loop and Deep Uke units. In the Dear 
unit vchielesa:hall not be operatedoffdesignaled roads a.ml traUsoroutsidc 

designated vehicle neeat areas. Vehicles may be aperatcd throughout tbc Com 
Dance and Turner River uniU. For infoJmlltion on vehjelc and airboat use inlhe 
Stairsu:ps Unil contact the NPS. 

3 9. All airboats used tOr taking wildlife. frog.s or fish or ror other rec:realional 
use mus\ ny an orange flag at least 10 inches wide by l2 ineheJ01ong at ieast 10 
feet ~tbove the bottom of the vessel. 

40. Only vchic:les equipped with pneumatic tires may be oper:ued on JctpOU 
Jtoad. Parking on the: paved pmlion of lelporr Road is prohibited. 

41. Vehicular use by the public on Eleven~ Mile lload or the florida Trail is 
prohibi(ed. Vehicles may eross Elc:vcn~Milc Road at designated and marked points 
only. Maps showing the Jogtion or crossings overEic:vcn~Mile Road arc available 
at lbc Visitor Center. 

41. No motor vchicfe shall be opmlled on any part or the wildlife 
:x:nt area designaaed tnd posted as "CLOSiiD" because of Inclement 
~r road condHians, eonstruclion. man•scment acthlilie$ or wildlife 

surveys. 

CAMPING' 
43. Camping on tM JJear bland Unit i-& permitted only at designated 

campsites by the use oftents,tra.IJet1 or sc\r-prope11cd catnping vehicles. Camping 
Is t'Crmitted on de.signated campsftes on other unils, Primitive: camping is not 
limited to designated camp.sites except on Bear Jsland. 

CHECKSTATJONS: 
44. Hunters sha11 cheek in at a destgnaled cheek station when entering the 

area and chc:clc: out at the same check !>lalion when exiting the area. A check 
s1a1ion pus. issued a.l the cheek station, shaU be retained in possession while 
hunting. 

45. AU game taken must be ebecked and tagged at • check statfon prior to 
removal from the area. 1l is important that as much or the animal as possible 
remains int.ael and that it be brought Co the cheek staUon as soon as pouib1e. 
lmp.::~rlant biolog:ic:al data arc obtained rrom the following animals or animal parts: 
den (head, heart,. kidney, liver). hog (head), turkey (winp and tail).lflhc:: animal 
is processed in the tietd, the above helll$ should be broughl ro lhe cheek station 
along with lhe meal. Deer jawbones sht\11 be saved and brought to the cheek 
station. 

SEARCH: 
46. A wildlife officer may search tny tlmp, vehicle or boat when he or she 

r~sonably believes a violation bas been eommitlcd. 

AJICHERV: 
September 4 through October l. in all units and November l3through January 

l~ in the Deep Lake Unil only. . 
Permit, Stamp and Uccnse Requirements--Hunting 1icett$C, wildlife 

managc:me11larea pcnnil, MChery peJmit (not required November 13 .. January 2 
in Deep L.akc Unit). sUJte waterfowl permit and rederal walerfow1 stamp (ir 
hunting ducks), migratory bird permit (if hunling migratory game birds), quota. 

hunt pennill (see No. J under Pcrmil, Stamp and License Information). 
Legal to l'ake---Deer with one or more antltJS atleasl five inches in Jenglh 

visible above the hai rUne, wild bogs wi1h a sboutder !1eighl or I.S inches or more. 
gray squirrel, quail, ribbit, opossum. raccoon. beaver. ooyo(r;• •rmadillo. skunk, 
nutria, and migratory g,arne blrda: in season. 

Rcgttlalions Unique Co the Arthery Hunt~·llladdition to these reaufatiof&S~ all 
Oenen.d Witdtire Management Area Regulations shall apply. 

-

\r 
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1. Poue.s~;ion of A~s or croubow.S isprohibHcd, Cxteplllutl during (be 

early duck season shotguns are permitted for duek hunli11gon aU units eucpl Bear 
Island and Deep Lake. 

2. The transportaHon of archery equipment on airboa(S during 1he ll:tcllCIJ 
season is prol1ihitcd. 

MlJZZ.LELOADJNG GUN: 
October 9 through l4. ~cpt in the Deep take UnfL 
rcrmil, Statl'lp and License Requirements--Hlll)ting license. wildlife 

management a:rea pctmit. nwzzleloadinc gun permit. special qllOla pennil (if 
hunting on thelJear Island Uni:tdurit1g the Om 9 days) or daily pennit (anc•· fi11:1 
9 days in 13ear Jsland Unil). 

Legal to Take--Dec1· with one or more antlers allc:ast five lnebes in lcngtlt 
visib1c above tl1e hairline. wild hogs witb t shoulder heig'ht of I S inches Of tnrne. 
gray .s:qumel, quai1. r•bblt. opossum~ nltXoon. beaver, coyote. armadillo. skunk 
lind nutria. 

Rea:ulations Unique lo lhe Muu1c::1oading Gun Hunt: Jn addition lo these 
regulations. all Oencral Wildlife Managemeni Area Regulations shalt apply. 

J. 011ly muuleloadine guns are allowed, 
2. The transponatffin or muzzleloading equipment on airboals during lhe 

tnuzrlcloading gun season is prohiblted. • 

GENERAL GUN: 
November 13 through Januaty :z:~ exeepl in the Ocep Lake Unit. 
rermit. SUirnp and Uccnse ftcquiten'lcnts---Hunting licl!ltM, wildlife 

nuna&emcntan:a permit, regular quota hwtt pennit(ifhunlingduring NoVember 
JJ • 28 and December l2 ·January l), dally bunt permit required on Bear lsland 
Unil if hunting during non•qttola periods. •tate waiC'-Ifowl permil :md fedenl 
waterfowl sCamp (if hunting ducks). migratory bird permit (if hunting nlisratory 
game birds). · 

J.egallo 1'ake-Deer with one or more antlers at least rive inehes in leriglh 
visible above the baiJiinc, wild bogs wiLIJa.!llloulder height of J5 inches: or more, 
gray squirrel, quail. rabbit, opossum, raeu)on, beaver. coyote. armadillo. skunk, 
nubia. and migrttory game birds: in season. 

Regulations Unique to Ute .General Gun Huni-AII General Wildlife 
Management Ate.a Regulations sha11 apply lnd bird dogs ond relrievcrs: are 
permitlcd nccpl in Loop and 

SMALL GAME: 
J6nuary 3 through February 6. 
Permit, Stamp and I.Jeensc: Requiremetu.a-Hunling license, wildHfe 

msnagemen1area pemlft. SUIItC waterfowl permit and federal wate.rfo\vl stamp {if 
hunting duckS), migralory bird pemlif (if bunting migratory garnc: birds). 

Ltplld Take-Graysquim:l.quaiJ, rabbit,.oposstnTI, raccoon, bHver. eoyote. 
armadlUo. skunk, nutria, migratory game birds when iu sesson. 

Regula lions UniqUe to the Srmll Gome Hunt--ln add ilion to tbae regulations. 
all G~eral Wl1dlife Managc:rn~t An::a Regulations shalt itpply. 

l. The possession or centcrfire rifles is prohibited. 
2. TI..e use of suns olher lha.n muu.1etoading guns or bow and arrow is 

prohibited in lhe [)ecp lake UnlL 
3. Bird dogs und waterfowl retrieven.arcpermitled, acept in the Loop snd 

Deep Llkc unit•. 

SrRIN\i TURKEY: 
March4 
Permit. Stamp and license Rcquirr:met~ts-~Hunling liecnse, wildlife 

management area permit and witd lurkcy permit. 
tegallo Take--Bearded turkeys or gobblers. 
Regulations Unique to the Spring Turkey Huul~~lu a3diLion to these 

regulaUon~ all Oerteral Wildlife Management Area Regula lions shall apply. 
r Lcgi.l shoOting hours are one~halrhour bcrot·e sunrise until 1 p.m. 
2. The use of guns olhcr than muuleloading guns or bow and a !ToW is 

prohibiled ;n the Deep lake Unit. 
J. No pcrlOn shalt pOSsess any dog. e..cept dop: nol normally used for 

hooting kept restnined,· 

MIGRATORY GAME IJIIIDS: 
Mouming doves. wbitc~wingr:d doveJ~, snipe. ductts. £>oots, woodcock and 

crows nuy be buneed during at:asons eslablished for tlteSe species whieh eoincide 
wjlh the muuJeJoading gun. general gun and s:mall game bunts. 0\IC.ks may also , 
be taken durins the e"arly duck season (except in the Bear Island and Deep U.kc 
units). 

PCfllllt, Stamp and License RequircmeniS-Hunting license. wildlife: 
management area pcrnril, migratory bird pcnnlt, .slate waterfowl permit illld 

federal wsu:rfowlslamp (if hunting ducks). Quota ~~~11 irtnJnlfng during any 
deSignated quota pc:rlod, " 

Rc:gul•lions Unique to Migratory Game Birdt~See Migratory Oatne Bird 
Hunlint, RegulatlQils pamphiet. Jn addleion lo lhe.Je regulatiom. all wildUfr: 
management area n::gufadOtts eonuincd tn 1his pamphlet sbaU apply and !he use 
or lead shot for lakin; ducks and coolS ts prohibited. 

I'JSIIING ANI> FllOGGING: 
Perrnillcd tbroughoulthc year. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGULATIONS: 
11tis area is a nalional preserve. All of these Big Cypn:s:s Nationat Preserve 

n:gulalions shaU apply. r'Qr further infonnallon,eoniBct the Big Cypress Natlonat 
PrcsCfVe. HCR 61 Dox I I.Ochopr:r:, Plotida 34141~(941)695·41 II or viJ.il the 
Big Cypress Naliona1 Presen•e home page at htlp:l/www/Jips.savlbiey. for 
eurrenl bunter infonnalion calllhe 24~hour lelepbone line (94 t) 695~2040. 

1. Any open container or an alcoholic beverage is prohibiU:d in or on an 
motOT vt.Licles, including ofttoad vehleles and air boars. 

2. Loaded weapons cannot be carried in/on a motor vehicle:, ineludin& off· 
road vehicleS. Weapons in a vel1icle nwsl be packed. eased orston:d.nol avaiklb1c 
for ready use. 

3. Weaponsca:nltol be discharged from a motor vehicle, includin& off•mad 
vehicles. A weapon may. however~ be discharged fcoman airbuatwhen the vessel 
i.s not under power and is stopped. 

4. AU private pro(lt:rty OWOCftl in the pn::scrve are required to obtain a 
burning perrnH from the National Parlt ServJee prior to eonductinc #ny bum on 
lbdr pcoperly. PcrmiUcan be obtained by eantnr;(94t)69S-4l l t betwttn 9 Lm. 
and 4:30p.m. d.atly. 

.S. Target praetiec and undom discharge of firearms is prohibited. 
6. The preserve is closed to the viewing or wildlife wilh an arlif~ialliglJt 

Progging is pcnnitlcd~ 
1, 1be dtslrqet;on, dettchmenl or removal of any natural or cultural feature 

or non-renewable resource is prohibited. 
8. Unallended propetty must be identirn:d in a prominent location with 

owner's nan~. address and telephone number. 
9. Airboat use is allowed only in the Com Dam::e. Turner River and 

Stairstcps Units (exeept the area we.tl from Barnes Strand )from S a.m. unti11 a.m. 
10. Corrmetl!iai Laking of frogs is prohibited, 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
I Sma111raets of priYate pftJJ)eny arc located within the boundary oftbe 

wildlife managemenl area.l'hese lands may beposted•r;ainst 1rc$pbS and'Sbou1d 
not be eonsideml p part of &"he wild lifo managetntnt area. 

2. Anyone born on oraner June 1. 1915 triusl have passed a Comminion~ 
approved hunter safety eourn prior to bein& Wued a hunting Jieense. 

J. If you have any quesUons aboulth15 material. please calli he Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Consc:.noation Commission at (561) 62S~SI22 1(800) 95S..Snl 
(TDD)I. 

COOPERATION REQUESTED: 
PLEASE DO NOT UTTER. TAKE OUT TRASH WJT11 YOU. 

/" rt:ectl yntrs. Ullt1Ufhoriud .ond ut~ctmrrolled Jiru luhtt ott.uttd lt!Vtrt 
dtJmag~ ro .or«t wildlife and wfldlift! habltou. CDnrroJJ<d firu ort 6~nqidal only 
wht!n d:ey ou of IIUt proper .siu .ond /oi:IJtlon, .ond wflerl tJrta conditions art! 
Julldle, VNCONfli.OUED FIRF.S DO HUT BENEFIT WJLDUFE. P/WJe use 
caution with compjires, SlOOl."ing nwteriols dnd vehiclt!l to preve111 dnmge to 
uddlift hOOirou. 

111~ U.S. D~ponmenr 0/tht lmerior prohibits di.wiminolfon orr the Msis of 
rdce, color. ntuional origin, oge, sex or lultKiicap. /fymt bdievt rhot you hovt 
bettl discriminosed ogoflUt in d:/'1)' program. ocril'fr,ror jiJdliryat ducriht.d .obow. 

thsirt. fonh~r irlformatiou. piMst! wrllt! to: 11111 Offi« /Or Human 
U. $, Fish and Wl1dli{t! Servictt. Deportment of the Jnletiot. 
D.C. 20240. 

11rt: projecJ dele~ in thfr publir»Jion lr pan of o pr.ogl'dlfl funded by fvkrtJI 
dollort undo the R'ildlift RtstortJtion.Act. Ftdt!rol fimds pay$1.827,060 or JJ 
ptrtttnf of tM CDSI of lilt! progmm. 

YOUR 
PURCHASE 
SUPPORTS 

~1J?Ll~ 
~\~~ 
~~'\~ 
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Appendix C. Deer survey data, Big Cypress WMA, 1984-1999. 
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I 
Table A. Number of deer tracks observed by transect, Monument/Com Dance Unit, 1985-91. 

I Survey Transect Day Total Mean 

I 
Date Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

May 1 2 1 4 7 2.3 

I 
1985 2 4 3 2 9 3.0 

3 1 2 3 6 2.0 

I 
4 2 1 1 4 1.3 

5 2 0 1 3 1.0 

I 
6 8 6 7 21 7.0 

7 2 4 3 9 3.0 

I 
8 4 1 1 6 2.0 

9 0 2 2 4 1.3 

I 
10 3 1 4 8 2.7 

77 2.6 

I May 1 1 3 3 0 3 4 3 17 2.4 

I 
1986 2 4 7 7 5 5 3 32 4.6 

3 3 0 1 1 3 4 4 16 2.3 

I 
4 2 1 3 1 1 4 2 14 2.0 

5 2 3 3 5 3 4 7 27 3.9 

I 
6 4 4 4 5 2 5 3 27 3.9 

7 1 6 3 6 2 3 22 3.1 

I 
8 1 3 3 2 2 0 2 13 1.9 

9 2 2 4 5 l 3 2 19 2.7 

I 
10 0 3 3 1 3 12 1.7 

199 2.9 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
Appendix C., Table A. continued 

I 
Survey Transect Day Total Mean 

I Date Number 2 3 4 5 6 7 

May 1 2 2 0 3 13 7 27 4.5 

I 1987 2 0 10 7 8 7 5 37 6.2 

3 2 11 6 4 6 6 35 5.8 

I 4 2 6 9 5 12 3 37 6.2 

5 5 8 4 3 6 6 32 5.3 

I 6 4 0 2 1 8 4 19 3.2 

7 1 1 0 1 3 0 6 1.0 

I 8 0 2 2 2 3 3 12 2.0 

9 3 2 3 3 0 12 2.0 

I 10 1 1 3 1 6 4 16 2.7 

233 3.9 

I 
May 1 5 5 7 4 21 5.3 

I 1988 2 3 3 5 6 17 4.3 

3 4 1 1 3 9 2.3 

I 4 3 3 4 . 0 10 2.5 

5 4 6 7 3 20 5.0 

I 6 2 2 1 2 0 3 10 1.7 

7 3 0 4 4 3 4 18 3.0 

I 8 2 3 3 0 3 4 15 2.5 

9 2 2 2 I 3 4 14 2.3 

I 10 3 7 4 3 3 5 25 6.3 

I 
159 3.2 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
Appendix C., Table A. continued 

I 
I 

Survey Transect Day Total Mean 
Date Number l 2 3 4 5 6 7 

May 1 7 4 4 3 19 3.8 

I 1989 2 7 2 2 3 0 14 2.8 

3 5 3 2 3 3 16 3.2 

I 4 4 3 3 5 3 18 3.6 

5 2 4 2 2 2 12 2.4 

I 6 3 2 1 4 6 16 3.2 

7 4 2 3 0 2 11 2.2 

I 8 3 2 0 1 2 8 1.6 

9 3 3 1 2 0 9 1.8 

I 10 3 3 2 3 3 14 2.8 

137 

I 
2.7 

May 1 3 4 4 6 6 5 28 4.7 

I 1990 2 5 7 6 3 5 27 4.5 

3 3 3 4 1 3 15 2.5 

I 4 2 1 2 4 2 3 14 2.3 

5 3 4 4 2 2 2 17 2.8 

I 6 3 3 2 5 4 2 19 3.2 

7 5 2 3 3 5 3 21 3.5 

I 8 1 3 1 7 3 4 19 3.2 

9 1 4 4 7 5 1 22 3.7 

I 10 3 3 3 4 4 4 21 3.5 

I 
203 3.4 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
Appendix C., Table A continued 

I Survey Transect Day Total Mean 

I 
Date Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

June 1 6 3 2 5 16 4.0 

I 
1991 2 6 7 2 5 20 5.0 

3 0 1 0 0 1 0.3 

I 
4 5 1 3 2 11 2.8 

5 4 2 8 15 3.8 

I 
6 8 5 2 2 17 4.3 

7 2 2 0 1 5 1.3 

I 
8 0 1 1 3 0.8 

9 3 1 8 13 3.3 

I 
10 3 6 2 3 14 3.5 

115 2.9 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
Table B. Number of deer observed per mile during aerial surveys of the eastern Stairsteps Unit, 1984-1999. 

I Survey Transect Left Right Total Average 

I 
Number Observer Observer Deer Deer/mile 

Pre-hunt 1 0 10 10 1.03 

I 
August 1984 2 0 3 3 0.31 

3 2 3 0.31 

I 
4 0 2 2 0.21 

18 0.46 (a) 

I Pre-hunt 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.16 

I 
August 1985 2 3 2 5 0.81 

3 0 2 2 0.27 

I 
4 6 9 15 1.72 

5 3 0 3 0.30 

I 6 4 5 0.51 

7 4 2 6 0.54 

I 
8 (62) 3 4 0.36 

41 0.64 (b) 

I Post-hunt 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

February 1986 2 0 0.16 

I 3 2 1 3 0.40 

4 4 4 8 0.92 

I 5 2 2 4 0.40 

6 2 3 5 0.51 

I 7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 2 3 0.27 

I 24 0.38 (c) 

I 
I 
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I 
Appendix C. Table B. continued 

I Survey Transect Left Right Total Deer Average 

I 
Number Observer Observer Deer/mile 

Pre-hunt I (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
August 1986 2 0 1 1 0.16 

(1 of2) 3 0 7 7 0.95 

I 
4 2 5 7 . 0.80 

5 2 0 2 0.20 

I 
6 2 0 2 0.20 

7 0 3 3 0.27 

I 
8 (62) 3 3 6 0.54 

28 0.44 (d) 

I 
Pre-hunt 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.16 

August 1986 2 2 0 2 0.32 

I 
(2 of2) 4 7 9 16 1.83 

5 0 3 3 0.30 

I 6 0 2 2 0.20 

7 1 1 2 0.18 

I 8 (62) 3 4 7 0.63 

33 0.52 (e) 

I Post-hunt 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

February 1987 2 0 0 0 0.00 

I 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 4 3 7 0.80 

I 5 4 0 4 0.40 

6 3 2 5 0.51 

I 7 3 0 3 0.27 

8 (62) 6 0 6 0.54 

I 25 0.39 (f) 

I 
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I 
Appendix C., Table B. continued 

I Survey Transect Left Right Observer Total Deer Average 

I 
Number Observer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
May 1987 2 2 0 2 0.32 

(1 of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
4 0 1 1 0.11 

5 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
6 0 0 0 0.00 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
8 (62) 0 1 1 0.09 

4 0.06 (g) 

I 
Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

May 1987 2 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
(2 of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 1 0 1 0.11 

I 5 0 0 0 0.00 

6 1 0 1 0.10 

I 7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 0 0 0 0.00 

I 2 0.03 (h) 

Annual 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.22 

I May 1988 2 3 0 3 0.42 

3 0 0 0 0.00 

I 4 8 4 12 1.45 

5 3 2 5 0.59 

I 6 4 0 4 0.41 

7 10 4 14 1.35 

I 8 (62) 6 6 12 1.16 

51 0.77 (i) 

I 
I 70 
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I 
I Appendix C., Table B. continued 

I 
Survey Transect Left Right Total Deer Average 

Number Observer Observer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 9 9 1.96 

I June 1989 2 5 0 5 0.70 

3 2 3 5 0.67 

I 4 9 13 22 2.66 

5 3 2 5 0.59 

I 6 0 2 2 0.20 

7 2 0 2 0.19 

I 8 (62) 10 4 14 1.35 

64 0.96 (j) 

I Annual 1 (55) 0 l 0.20 

June 1990 2 3 0 3 0.41 

I 3 0 3 3 0.38 

4 6 4 10 1.24 

I 5 0 3 3 0.37 

6 2 3 0.32 

I 7 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
8 (62) 0 0 0 0.00 

23 0.35 (k) 

Annual l (55) 0 2 2 0.40 I June 1991 2 2 1 3 0.41 

I 
(l of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 4 6 10 1.24 

I 
5 0 1 0.12 

6 2 3 5 0.54 

I 
7 1 0 1 0.10 

8 (62) 3 4 7 0.71 

I 29 0.44 (1) 
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I 
Appendix C., Table B. continued 

I Survey Transect Left Right Total Deer Average 

I 
Number Observer Observer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
June 1991 2 0 1 1 0.14 

(2 of2) 3 1 2 0.26 

I 
4 6 2 8 0.99 

5 0 1 1 0.12 

I 
6 5 2 7 0.75 

7 2 3 5 0.51 

I 
8 (62) 3 2 5 0.51 

29 0.44 (m) 

I 
Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1992 2 2 7 9 1.24 

I 
(1 of 2) 3 0 2 2 0.26 

4 0 1 1 0.12 

I 5 0 0.12 

6 2 2 4 0.21 

I 7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 0 0 0 0.00 

I 15 0.23 (n) 
Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

I June 1992 2 0 1 1 0.14 
(2of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

I 4 0 1 1 0.12 

5 1 0 1 0.12 

I 6 0 0 0 0.00 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

I 8 (62) 0 0 0 0.00 

3 0.05 (o) 

I 
I 
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I Appendix C., Table B. continued 

I 
Survey Transect Left Right Total Deer Average 

Number Observer Observer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.20 

I June 1993 2 0 0 0 0.00 

(1 of2) 3 0 2 2 0.25 

I 4 6 0 6 0.75 

5 0 10 10 1.21 

I 6 0 3 3 0.33 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

I 8 (62) 0 2 2 0.22 

24 0.37 (p) 

I Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1993 2 0 0 0 0.00 

I (2 of2) 3 1 0 1 0.12 

4 1 0 1 0.12 

I 5 1 5 6 0.72 

6 0 0 0 0.00 

I 7 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
8 (62) 1 0 0.11 

9 0.14 (q) 

I 
Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 
June 1994 2 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
(1 o£2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 0 6 6 0.75 

I 
5 0 0 0 0.00 

6 0 1 0.11 

I 
7 1 0 1 0.10 

8 (62) 4 0 4 0.41 

I 12 0.18 (r) 

I 
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I 
I Appendix C., Table B. continued 

I 
Survey Transect Left Right Total Deer Average 

Number Observer Observer Deer/mile 

Annual 1(55) 0 0 0 0.00 

I June 1994 2 0 0 0 0.00 

(2 of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

I 4 1 0 1 0.12 

5 2 3 0.37 

I 6 3 I 4 0.43 

7 2 5 7 0.71 

I 8(62) 1 0 1 0.10 

I 
16 0.24 (s) 

Annual 1(55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1995 2 0 0 0 0.00 

I (1 of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 0 0 0 0.00 

I 5 1 2 3 0.37 

6 3 2 5 0.55 

I 7 1 0 1 0.11 

I 
8(62) 8 0 8 0.82 

17 0.27 (t) 

I 
Annual 1(55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1995 2 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
(2 of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
5 0 5 5 0.62 

6 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
7 0 0 0 0.00 

8(62) 0 0 0 0.00 

I 5 0.08 (u) 
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I Appendix C. Table B. continued 

Survey Transect Left Right Total Deer Average 

I Number Observer Observer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

I June 1996 2 0 0 0 0.00 

(1 of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

I 4 0 0 0 0.00 

5 2 0 2 0.27 

I 6 0 0 0 0.00 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

I 8 (62) 0 1 0.10 

3 0.05 (v) 

I Annual 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.20 

June 1996 2 0 6 6 0.83 

I (2 of2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 " 0 3 0.45 ., 

I 5 1 0 1 0.16 

6 1 0 1 0.11 

I 7 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
8 (62) 2 1 3 0.30 

15 0.24 (w) 

Annual 1 0 0 0 0.00 

I July 1997 2 3 2 5 0.69 

I 
(1 of2) 3 4 3 7 0.92 

4 6 12 18 2.27 

I 
5 3 1 4 0.53 

6 4 3 7 0.77 

I 
7 2 7 9 0.92 

8 1 4 5 0.89 

I 55 0.92 (x) 

I 
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I 
I Appendix C. Table B. continued 

I 
Survey Transect Left Right Total Deer Average 

Number Observer Observer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 0 2 2 0.39 

I July 1997 2 1 1 2 0.28 

(2 of2) 3 4 5 9 1.19 

I 4 0 6 6 0.76 

5 0 3 3 0.40 

I 6 0 3 3 0.33 

7 1 0 0.10 

I 8 0 0 0 0.00 

I 
26 0.41 (y) 

Annual 1 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1998 2 1 0 1 0.13 

I (1 of2) 3 l 3 4 0.45 

4 0 2 2 0.25 

I 5 1 2 0.22 

6 2 1 3 0.32 

I 7 1 2 3 0.30 

I 
8 1 0 1 0.17 

16 0.25 (z) 

Annual 0 0 0 0.00 I June 1998 2 1 0 0.13 

I 
(2 of2) 3 1 1 2 0.25 

4 2 2 4 0.50 

I 
5 0 3 3 0.33 

6 8 0 8 0.85 

I 
7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 0 1 1 0.09 

I 19 0.28 (aa) 
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Appendix C., Table B. continued 

Survey Transect Left 
Number Observer 

Annual I (55) 1 

June 1999 2 6 

3 7 

4 9 

5 3 

6 8 

7 17 

8 (62) 7 

Right Total Deer Average 

Observer Deer/mile 

2 0.39 

5 11 1.52 

3 10 1.32 

5 14 1.76 

4 7 0.94 

12 20 2.20 

0 17 1.74 

3 10 1.77 

3 1.52 (ab) 
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Appendix C., Table B. continued 

(a) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .46 deer/72.7 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/158 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .46 deer/72.7 acres x 1/.50 = 1 deer/79 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .46 deer/72.7 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/63 acres. 

(b) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .64 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 1 deer/124 acres. 

· 2. 50% of animals observed: .64 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 1 deer/62 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .64 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = 1 deer/50 acres. 

(c) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .38 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 1 deer/209 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .38 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 1 deer/104 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .38 deer/79 .3 acres x 1/.40 = 1 deer/83 acres. 

(d) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 
2. 50% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 
3. 40% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

(e) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 

1 deer/180 acres. 
1 deer/90 acres. 
1 deer/72 acres. 

1. 100% of animals observed: .52 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/152 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .52 deer/79 .3 acres x 11.50 = 1 deer/76 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .52 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = 1 deer/61 acres. 

(f) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .39 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 1 deer/200 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .39 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 1 deer/100 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .39 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/80 acres. 

(g) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .06 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 1 deer/1,322 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .06 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 1 deer/661 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .06 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = 1 deer/529 acres. 

(h) Density estimates based on I 0% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .03 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/2,643 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .03 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 1 deer/1,322 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .03 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 1 deer/1,057 acres. 

(i) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .77 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = I deer/103 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .77 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 1 deer/51 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: . 77 deer/79 .3 acres x 1/.40 1 deer/41 acres. 
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Appendix C., Table B. continued 

(j) Density estimates based on l 0% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .96 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/83 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .96 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 1 deer/41 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .96 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/33 acres. 

(k) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .35 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 
2. 50% of animals observed: .35 deer/79 .3 acres x 11.50 = 
3. 40% of animals observed: .35 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = 

(1) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 

1 deer/227 acres. 
1 deer/113 acres. 
1 deer/91 acres. 

l. 100% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 1 deer/180 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = l deer/90 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = 1 deer/72 acres. 

(m) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 
2. 50% of animals observed: .44 deer/79 .3 acres x 1/.50 = 
3. 40% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = 

(n) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .23 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 
2. 50% of animals observed: .23 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 

3. 40% of animals observed: .23 deer/79.3 acres x l/.40 = 

(o) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 

1 deer/180 acres. 
1 deer/90 acres. 
1 deer/72 acres. 

1 deer/345 acres. 
1 deer/173 acres. 
1 deer/138 acres. 

1. 100% of animals observed: .05 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 1 deer/1586 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .05 deer/79 .3 acres x 11.50 = 1 deer/795 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .05 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = l deer/636 acres. 

(p) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .37 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 1 deer/214 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .3 7 deer/79 .3 acres x 1/.50 = 1 deer/1 07 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .37 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = 1 deer/86 acres. 

(q) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .14 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 1 deer/566 acres. 
2. 50% ofanima1s observed: .14 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 1 deer/283 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .14 deer/79.3 acres x l/.40 = 1 deer/226 acres. 

(r) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .18 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 1 deer/441 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .18 deer/79 .3 acres x 1/.50 = 1 deer/220 acres. 
3. 40%ofanimals observed: .18 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40 = 1 deer/176 acres. 
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Appendix C., Table B. continued 

(s) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .24 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/330 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .24 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 1 deer/165 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .24 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/132 acres. 

(t) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .27 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/293 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .27 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 1 deer/147 acres. 
3. 40% ofanimals observed: .27 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/117 acres. 

(u) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/991 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 1 deer/496 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/396 acres. 

(v) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/1586 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 1 deer/793 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/634 acres. 

(w) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/330 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 1 deer/165 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .08 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/132 acres. 

(x) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .92 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 1 deer/86 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .92 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 1 deer/43 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .92 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/34.4 acres. 

(y) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .41 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 1 deer/193 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .41 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 1 deer/96.5 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .41 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 1 deer/77.2 acres. 

(z) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .25 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00= 1 deer/317 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .25 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50= 
3. 40% of animals observed: .25 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40= 

(aa) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .28 deer/79 .3 acres x 111.00= 
2. 50% of animals observed: .28 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50= 
3. 40% of animals observed: .28 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40= 
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1 deer/158 acres. 
1 deer/127 acres. 

1 deer/283 acres. 
1 deer/142 acres. 
1 deer/113 acres. 
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Appendix C., Table B. continued 

(ab) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: 1.52 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00= 1 deer/52.2 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: 1.52 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50= 1 deer/26.1 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: 1.52 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.40= 1 deer/20.9 acres. 
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APPENDIX D. Summary of vehicle survey results conducted on the Big Cypress Wildlife 
Management Area. 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Vehicles Only 

- -····- -······-·-

ARCHERY 84-85 85-86 86-87 87-88 88-89 89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94 94-95i 95-96i 96-97 97-98 93-99 99-00 

Opening 141 90 91 140 109 109 99 141 67 135 156 124 104 136 99 140 
weekend 

lst week 74 60 42 58 100 49 71 57 49 67 71 69 52 62 75 89 

2nd week 61 45 58 52 80 54 43 82 49 60 71 53 41 53 40 49 

3rdweek 79 56 56 49 67 64 53 54 65 65 84 54 43 44 44 40 

4th week 51 52 27f 51 45 41 45 44 32 46 

MUZZLELOADING 

Opening 179 ll1d 155 104 178 137 133 151 142f 129 152 96 ll5 113 155 85j 
weekend 

1st week 121 71 110 81 150 68 74 ll9f 126f 77 113 82 62 92 66 4j 

2nd week 97 81 103 90 141 78 82 102 97f 104 123 67 58 61 66 66j 

GENERAL GUN 

Opening 406 348 371 389 422 373 285 408 266f 252 203 158 144 186 214 78j 
weekend 

Midweek 53 49 

lstweek 242 179 224 208 235 176 244 234f 147f 186 99 98 124 120 147 33j 

2nd week 307 171 152 139 289 220 98 252f 212f 238 82 166 106 126 145 80j 

3rd week 206 250 210 181 190 227 204 203f 273f 204 73 110 82 95 116 871 

4tbweek 225 137 141 114 306 369 217 220f 205f 157 88 130 78 69 120 53j 

5th week 177 105 126 125 190 242 204 173f l43f 192 113 169 62 75 90 94j 

6th week 138 78 115 126 194 218 200 308f 300f 73h 45 88 94 121 59 6j-h 

7th week 245 167 182 !38 179 194 145 e e 249 121 145 e e 123 77j_ 

8th week 338 249 2~1_ __ 234 92 147 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ATC 

ARCHERY 84-85 85-86 86-87 87-88 88-89 89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94 94-95i 95-96j 96-97 97-98 98-99 99~00 

Opening 56 21 6 2 4 6 6 9 19 17 30 20 20 30 41 60 
weekend 

lst week 18 4 3 2 2 0 5 10 4 I1 14 12 18 30 24 19 

2nd week 36 2 8 2 1 I 4 7 5 5 16 7 16 13 17 23 

3rdweek 29 9 3 6 4 0 6 12 5 10 18 lO 7 5 5 14 

1-4th week 3 8 Sf 6 19 8 7 10 18 15 

MUZZLELOADING 

Opening 54 10d 6 I 2 4 10 17 22f I6 I9 33 28 30 31 l3j 
weekend 

1st week 48 9 3 0 6 2 6 20f 22f 17 23 16 IO 27 30 2j 

2nd week 31 7 6 0 4 l 5 15 !Of 14 21 17 25 23 49 49j 

GENERAL GUN 

Opening 134 41 34 II 34 14 14 60 7lf 57 16 7 32 56 72 15j 
weekend 

Midweek 28 12 

1st week 66 33 18 4 15 17 19 27f 35f 26 13 13 34 37 42 20i 

2nd week 96 10 6 0 9 13 6 4lf 51f 37 25 19 49 50 57 23J 

3rd week 69 17 21 2 7 8 11 39f 33f 29 7 20 33 29 29 3Ij 

4th week 63 10 4 2 19 24 53 25f 32f 41 12 17 82 16 98 . 3lj 

5th week 52 9 3 4 3 5 9 18f 17f 20 9 30 32 98 61 35j 

r-6th week 55 4 6 8 3 9 ll 29f 32f 5h 2 6 50 16 27 5j-h 

7th week 89 7 5 2 7 6 14 e e 45 5 19 e e 78 20j 

8th week 79 10 7 0 16 3 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SWAMP BUGGY 

--- -·····-·········- -

ARCHERY 84-85 85-86 86-87 87-88 88-89 89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94 94-95i 95-96j 96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00 

Opening 32 38 32 53 45 63 51 58 43 53 59 43 52 61 62 62 
weekend 

lst week 19 18 ll 29 33 28 34 24 33 26 28 23 22 39 20 31 

2nd week l3 21 17 16 37 44 33 31 38 22 35 23 23 33 26 20 

3rd week 23 29 28 26 34 48 24 20 35 36 20 24 27 18 18 23 

4th week 24 22 25f 32 16 24 lJ 24 26 26 

MUZZLELOADING J 

Opening 87 39d 73 71 100 104 65 70 77f 83 73 55 82 93 97 70j 
weekend 

1st week 53 55 48 54 67 69 48 8lf 63f 48 47 42 52 65 65 17j 

2nd week 43 38 42 61 64 50 33 41 46f 45 52 17 36 42 72 72j 

GENERAL GUN 

Opening 219 157 165 191 246 174 143 116 ll4f 123 103 31 82 126 140 86j 
weekend 

Midweek 61 61 

1st week 94 91 107 132 96 12.5 97 67f 78f 58 57 14 72 52 87 62j 

2nd week 87 60 58 80 124 114 42 86f 82f 81 34 44 69 90 99 65j 

3rd week 64 110 79 121 60 89 63 75£ 84f 66 25 41 56 59 55 50i 

4th week 68 49 60 75 !22 180 69 56f 69f 75 14 35 53 51 15 571 

5th week 59 50 56 67 69 107 61 42f 7lf 61 14 48 42 52 65 77j 

6th week 43 45 53 53 103 97 68 78f 83f 8h 3 22 81 56 41 18j-h 

7th week 93 61 74 62 107 82 31 e e 82 8 43 e e 15 44j 

8th week 93 92 102 84 53 
-

50 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
AIRBOAT 

ARCHERY 84-85 85-86 ~6-87 Jl7-88 88-89 89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94 94-95i 95-96j 96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00 

Opening weekend 4 5 2c 12c 15c 32c 2c 7 2 8 22 3 13 46 17 38 

1st week 7 12 4c Oc 9c 17c 8c 2 I 7 6 2 15 28 ll 15 

2nd week 6 4 17c 19c 25c 29c 7c 2 3 6 23 4 15 20 9 13 

3rdweek 10 0 15c Oc Sc 15c 8c 8 0 6 l1 0 12 ll 11 10 

4th week 4c 0 3f 16 15 9 11 9 5 9 

MUZZLELOADING 

Opening weekend 19 9d 7c 15c 13c 23c 6c 8 9f 4 16 6 21 42 28 JL_ 

lst week 12 7 6c 28c 31c 17c 13c 9f Sf 12 25 3 16 34 9 Oj 

2nd week 9 7 6c Be 47c 40c 4c 5 9f 24 15 3 17 15 18 18j 

GENERAL GUN 

Opening weekend 140 128 114c 146c 227c 222c 82c 101 90f 123 5 0 90 61 96 Oj 

Midweek 24c 29c 

1st week 57 32 SOc 74c 89c 103c 8c 55[ 38f 81 0 4 64 28 31 Oj 

2nd week 30 21 29c 36c 55c 44c Oc 34f 37f 70 2 3 51 32 28 Oj 

3rd week 26 2 32c 46c 44c 37c Oc 26f 8lf 42 0 6 48 42 27 Oj 

4th week 31 16 18c 35c 41c l03c Oc 18f 35f 28 0 5 46 20 34 3l 

5th week 7 11 12c 21c 53c 57c 6c 36[ 23f 20 0 45 20 28 16 llj 

6th week 15 10 17c 28c 31c 18c Oc 28f 59[ 6b 0 74 36 38 20 Oih 

7th week 16 18 3lc 36c 38c 26c Oc e e 53 0 64 e e 54 35j 

8tl1 week 33 12 56c 62c 20c llc 



- - - - - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 

-- -······-·-····-·-·-·-··-·-·-

ARCHERY 84-85 85-86 86-87 87-88 88-89 89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94 

Opening weekend 212 !54 131 207 173 210 158 215 131 213 

1st week 118 94 60 89 144 94 118 93 87 111 

2nd week 116 72 100 89 143 128 87 122 95 93 

3rd week 141 94 102 81 110 127 91 94 105 117 

4th week 82 82 63f 105 

MUZZLELOADING 

Opening weekend 339 169d 241 191 293 268 214 246 250f 232 

~1st week 234 !42 167 163 254 156 141 229f 219f 154 

2nd week 180 133 157 159 256 169 124 163 162f 187 

GENERAL GUN 

Opening weekend 899 674 684 737 929 783 524 685 54lf 555 

Midweek 166 151 

1st week 412_. 335 399 418 435 421 368 383f 298f 351 

2nd week 520 262 245 255 476 391 146 413f 382f 426 

3rd week 365 379 342 350 301 361 278 343f 371f 341 

4th week 387 212 223 226 488 676 339 319f 34lf 301 

5th week 295 175 197 217 317 411 280 269f 254f 293 

6th week 251 liT_- 191 215 331 342 279 443f 474f 92h 

7th week 443 259 292 238 331 308 190 e_ .e 429 

8th week 543 363 412 380 181 211 

a) Excluding Loop Road, Pinecrest to Monroe Station; and/or County Roads 837 and 841; and/or U.S. 41 -TRR to west boundazy, and/or 
Loop Road -40 Mile Bend to Pinecrest. 

b) Excluding several locations. 
c) Includes Mitchell's Landing. 
d) Main campground (Bear Island) not counted. 
e) No vehicle count-check in/out forms used to determine pressure. 
f) Excludes 31 MM at Alligator Alley (1-75). 
g) Excludes all Alligator Alley (I-75) segments. 
h) Survey oeeurred on Christmas Day. 
i) Stairsteps and Loop Units closed and Com Dance and Tumer River Units partially closed during General Gun season. 
j) Various closures in effect; consult text for specifics. 
All: Excluded S-12, S-l2A and Bear Island other sites. 

- - - - - -
94-95i 95-96j 96-97 97-98 98-99 99..()0 

267 190 189 273 219 300 

119 106 107 159 130 154 

161 87 92 119 81 105 

133 88 90 78 78 87 

95 82 74 87 75 96 

260 190 246 278 311 169j 

208 143 140 218 170 23j 

211 104 136 141 205 20~ 

327 196 348 429 522 179j 

169 129 294 237 307 115j 

143 232 275 298 329 168J. 

107 177 219 225 227 168j 

114 187 259 156 327 144j 

136 292 156 253 232 217j 

50 190 261 231 153 29j-h 

134 271 e e 330 176j 


