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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Prior to the 1990-91 season the National Park Service (NPS) and the Game 

and Fresh Water Fish Commission (GFC) agreed to several regulation changes on 

the Big Cypress National Preserve (BCNP) with the proviso that additional 

changes be held to a minimum for a period of five years. No significant rule 

changes were made for the 1994-95 hunting season. During previous years 

regulatory changes have been implemented on BCNP either to reduce white­

tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) and wild hog (Sus scrofa) harvest or to 

reduce recreational pressure on the area. 

Record water levels in the eastern portion of Big Cypress National 

Preserve led to unit closures during the hunting seasons. Stairsteps and 

Loop units were closed for the entire General Gun season, and Turner River 

and Corn Dance were closed to hunting 9 days into the General Gun season. 

Hunting pressure during the 1994-95 Big Cypress season (9,735 man-days) 

decreased 39% from 1993-94 (15,910 man-days) due to Unit closures. Hunting 

pressure increased on Bear Island and Deep Lake units but decreased on other 

units, compared to last years levels. 

Checked deer harvest was 124 for Archery, Muzzleloading and General Gun 

seasons. Deer harvest decreased in all units compared to last year. Checked 

hog harvest for all seasons was 84, and decreased in each unit except Deep 

Lake where no harvest occurred. Deer harvest for the 1994-95 Archery and 

Muzzleloading seasons was greater than 1993-94 levels, while General Gun 

harvest was 75% less than last year due to Unit closures. Hog harvest for 

the 1994-95 Muzzleloading season doubled over the previous year but was less 

in General Gun and Archery. Hunter success (game checked/man-day) was 0.021, 

vi 



slightly less than last year (0.026) and the previous 5-year average (0.024). 

White-tailed deer morphometric values appear to be similar to values 

recorded since implementation of the 5-inch antler rule in 1986-87. Mean 

body weight and antler characteristics were in the upper range of values 

recorded since the rule. Mean dressed weight (80 lbs) of wild hogs was 

slightly greater than those harvested in 1993-94. Average body length and 

shoulder height for hogs were slighty less than last years which were the 

highest since data collection began. Higher morphometric values for deer in 

recent years could be related to availability of more nutritious food. 

Increased prescribed burning could have played an important role in improving 

forage quality on BCNP. Higher values for hogs may be due to improved food, 

a lower percentage of young animals in the harvest and smaller sample size. 
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Summary Table 1. Deer harvest totals, man-days pressure, and hunter success by season for 
1994-95 and the previous five years in Big Cypress WMA. 

Harvest Pressure Success(%) 
Year 

A M GG A M GG A M GG 

89-90 10 24 152 1735 2010 17915 0.6 1.2 0.8 

90-91 6 37 139 1660 1625 11055 0.4 2.3 1.3 

91-92 10 37 169 1845 2030 13208 0.5 1.8 1.3 

92-93 10 34 182 1495 2085 12954 0.7 1.6 1.4 

93-94 12 51 190 1890 1955 12065 0.6 2.6 1.6 

MEAN 10 37 166 1725 1941 13439 0.6 1.9 1.2 

94-95. 18 58 48 2190 2270 5275 0.8 2.6 0.9 

Summary Table 2. Hog harvest totals, man-days pressure, and hunter success by season for 
1994-95 and the previous five years in Big Cypress WMA. 

Harvest Pressure Success(%) 
Year 

A M GG A M GG A M GG 

89-90 19 32 103 1735 2010 17915 1.1 1.6 0.6 

90-91 13 33 134 1660 1625 11055 0.8 2.0 1.2 

91-92 24 65 165 1845 2030 13208 1.3 3.2 1.2 

92-93 15 24 142 1495 2085 12954 1.0 1.2 1.1 

93-94 20 21 121 1890 1955 12065 1.1 1.1 1.0 

MEAN 18 35 133 1725 1941 13439 1.0 1.8 1.0 

94-95. 11 43 30 2190 2270 5275 0.5 1.9 0.6 

• Stairsteps and Loop Units were closed during General Gun (GG) and Turner River and Corn 
Dance Units were reduced to a 9 day General Gun season. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Deer and wild hog are important game animals on Big Cypress Nat iona 1 

Preserve {BCNP). Deer and hog hunting constitutes a significant component of 

recreation on the area {Jansen 1986). Deer and hog are also important food items 

for the Florida panther {Felis concolor coryi) {Belden 1983, Maehr et al. 1990). 

The purpose of this report is to provide census, harvest and biological 

information collected on these species during 1994-95 on BCNP. 

Hunting 

Deer and hog hunting was permitted during Archery {30 days), Muzzleloader {16 

days) and General Gun {51 days) hunts. However, 4 areas were closed either 

partially or entirely during the General Gun season due to extreme high water 

levels {Appendix A). Stairsteps and Loop Units were closed to hunting for the 

entire General Gun season, while Turner River and Corn Dance Units were closed 

November 23, 9 days into General Gun season. In addition to statewide rules 

these hunts were governed by specific regulations for BCNP {Appendix B). Major 

regulation changes have been enacted since the 1984-85 hunt season and have been 

summarized in previous reports {see Big Cypress National Preserve Deer and Hog 

Annual Report 1990-91). Prior to the 1990-91 season the National Park Service 

and the Game and Fish Commission (GFC) agreed to several regulation changes with 

the proviso that additional changes be held to a minimum for a period of 5 years. 

Regulations for the Deep Lake Unit were modified in 1993-94 to allow 

muzzleloading firearms during Small Game and Spring Turkey seasons. 

This year, the opening date (Nov. 12) of the General Gun hunt on BCNP was one 

day earlier than the previous year and 2 weeks after the opening date (Oct. 29) 

in the South zone of the statewide framework. The closing date for General Gun 

season on the BCNP {Jan. 1) was 1 day earlier than last year and 7 days earlier 



than the statewide South zone (Jan. 8). Genera 1 Gun season on the BCNP was 

reduced from 58 t~ 46 days during 1990-91, but increased to 51 days in 1993-94. 

Archery (30 days) and Muzzleloader (16 days) seasons remained the same length as 

the previous 3 years. 

Check station operations were similar to last year. Provisions were made to 

operate four check stations approximately 16 hours a day, 7 days a week through 

Muzzleloader and General Gun seasons. Check station hours were reduced at Forty­

Mile Bend and Monroe Station during general gun due to area closures. In addition 

to this coverage, Forty-Mile Bend (FMB) and Bear Island (BI) were operated full 

time during Archery season, while Dona Drive was staffed on weekends. When check 

stations were not staffed hunters could check in or out using forms and self 

deposit boxes at each of the 4 stations. Check station locations are shown on 

the map in Appendix B. 

Environmental Conditions 

Primary environmental factors affecting both deer and hog on BCNP are water 

levels and fire. Both of these factors may have positive and negative impacts 

on deer and hog populations. 

Figure 1 shows general hydrological conditions for BCNP in 1994. This map 

was generated during semi-annual wading bird surveys flown over the area. 

Hydrological conditions were classified as wet, transitional or dry. 

Classifications are determined by the amount of surface water present on the 

area: wet - 90% or more, transitional - between 5 and 90 percent and dry - less 

than 5%. Areas with greater than 10% of the area in upland habitat were 

classified as wet whenever 100% of the wetland areas were inundated. The March 

1994 survey showed similar conditions in BCNP compared to March 1993, although 

Deep Lake and northern Turner River were wetter. The August survey indicated 
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drier conditions than last year especially in western Turner River and Deep Lake 

Units, however most of the area was considered wet as is expected. Above normal 

rainfall occurred throughout South Florida in the latter half of 1994 after the 

August survey. Record water levels were recorded in Everglades Conservation Area 

3 where the Hog Head gauge exceeded 12.5 ft. MSL for an extended period. This 

level hindered normal Mullet Slough flow patterns to the southeast and resulted 

in a southerly flow across Raccoon Point through the Loop Unit and into eastern 

Sta irsteps. Record water levels more than 1 foot above prior records were 

documented for the P-34 gauge from October to December 1994 {Figure 2) and 

through April 1995. 

High water levels resulted in direct and indirect mortality of deer in South 

Florida in the Fall and Winter of 1994 and early Spring of 1995. Nine radio­

collared deer in the Everglades National Park-Big Cypress National Preserve 

boundary area died between October and December 1994 {Jansen, 1995). Twenty-two 

of 43 {51%) of the radio-collared deer died between September 1994 and March 1995 

(Jansen, 1995). Causes included disease, starvation and predation. In addition, 

10 deer were struck and killed by vehicles on U.S. 41, the majority on the north 

boundary of the Loop Unit. 

Fires during 1994 burned 46,339 acres on the BCNP {Table 1). Prescribed 

fires accounted for 97% of this acreage, while human caused (accidental or arson) 

and natural fires accounted for 3%. Prescribed burn acres were consistent with 

park service policy levels. No burns were conducted in the Jetport area by GFC 

personnel because of low fuel loads. 
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CENSUS DATA 

Deer population surveys have been conducted since 1977. Since 1989, annual 

surveys have been conducted in May-June in a standard manner within BCNP. 

Original census data are presented in Appendix C. 

Bear Island 

Deer track counts were conducted on Bear Island from 1977 to 1988 and have 

been summmarized in previous reports (Manor et a l. 1991). Because of wide 

variability in counts, poor condition of transects, and field observations it was 

concluded that track counts as tradionally conducted were not suitable for the 

Bear Island Unit. Spotlight counts were conducted in this unit in 1989 to 

determine the feasibility of this census method and have been continued through 

1994 (Table 2). 

In 1994 spotlight counts in western Bear Island resulted in population 

estimates of 70 deer (1 deer per 274 acres). Estimated deer density for eastern 

Bear Island was I deer per 167 acres. Population estimates from 1994 spotlight 

counts decreased by 50% in the western portion compared to 1993 and 29% in the 

eastern portion. These were the lowest population estimates since 1990. Deer 

harvest (31) in Bear Island during the 1994-95 season was less than last year 

(34) and the previous 5-year average (40). 

Despite high variability among years, we recommend continued use of 

spotlight counts as the primary census method in Bear Island due to deteriorating 

condition of suitable tracking medium along track count transects in this unit. 

However, this survey technique needs further refinement to yield consistent 

estimates. 
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Corn Dance 

Deer track counts have been conducted in the Corn Dance (CD) Unit since 1981 

(Table 3). Ten permanent transects were established in 1985 (Figure 3) and are 

remeasured each survey to provide 1 mile of suitable tracking medium. Mean deer 

tracks per mile of transect have varied between 2.6 in 1985 and 3.9 in 1987 

(Figure 4). In 1991, the number of deer tracks observed per mile of transect 

decreased slightly from the previous year (2.9 and 3.4 respectively). The 

population estimate for CD in 1991 was 1,253 deer or 1 deer per 227 acres (Table 

3). Track counts were not conducted from 1992 to 1994 due to a project shift by 

research staff. Future counts will be conducted by management personnel on an 

annual or bi-annual basis. Corn· Dance deer harvest (22) decreased by 19% from 

the 1993-94 season, but was greater than the previous 5-year average (21). The 

unit was closed to hunting and off-road vehicle use on 23 November 1994, 9 days 

into General Gun season. 

Turner River 

Deer track count surveys in Turner River Unit have been conducted along a 

buggy trail in the Mullet Slough area since 1988. Track counts were not 

conducted in Turner River Unit in 1993 because of reduced access to the transect 

route. Track counts were not conducted in 1994 due to standing water on 80-90% 

of the transect. In 1992 the Mullet Slough portion of Turner River Unit had a 

population estimate of 269 deer or a density of 1 deer per 119 acres {Table 4). 

Turner River deer harvest decreased from 72 deer in 1993-94 to .40 in 1994-95 due 

in part to its closure during General Gun. The unit was closed to hunting and 

off-road vehicle use on 23 November 1994. 
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Stairsteps 

Deer surveys have been conducted in the Stairsteps Unit since 1978. Some 

track count surveys were conducted in the western portion of the unit while 

aerial surveys were the type most frequently conducted in the eastern portion 

(Table 5). The eastern portion of Stairsteps is largely open Everglades marsh 

adjacent to Shark Slough. This portion of Stairsteps comprises approximately 

50,000 acres. Prior to 1985-86 aerial surveys were flown on north-south 

transects at 2 mile intervals. In 1985, methodology was changed to conform to 

standards developed by Everglades National Park for systematic reconnaissance 

flights (SRF). These standards include east-west transects flown at 2 kilometer 

intervals with the survey area divided into 2-kilometer square cells. This 

technique provides an opportunity to estimate both density and distribution 

(Fleming 1984). Figure 5 shows the eastern Stairsteps survey area. 

The 1994 annual Stairsteps survey yields deer densities ranging from 1 deer 

per 132 acres to 1 deer per 441 acres. Deer population estimates were less than 

last year, similar to 1992 estimates, and less than most estimates since 1985 

(Figure 6). Stairsteps deer harvest dropped from 100 in 1993-94 to 21 in 1994-

95 due to the Units closure during General Gun. The Stairsteps was closed to 

hunting on 11 November prior to the opening of general gun season. 

HUNTING 

Deer and wild hog may be taken during all big game seasons. Since the 1986-

87 season, only deer with a minimum antler length of 5 inches were legal game. 

Wild hogs with a minimum shoulder height of 15 inches were also legal game. 

During the 1994-95 season, Stairsteps and Loop Units were closed to hunting and 

off-road vehicle use for the entire General Gun season with a use closure 
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beginning on 24 October 1994. Turner River and Corn Dance Units were closed to 

hunting and off-road vehicle use on 23 November 1994, 9 days after the start of 

General Gun. These closures affected both hunting pressure and game harvest. 

Hunting pressure on BCNP was estimated at 9, 735 man-days for Archery, 

Muzzleloading and General Gun seasons (Table 6). This estimate of pressure was 

39% less than the prior year (15,910 man-days) and 43% less than the 5-year 

average (17,105 man-days). Checked deer harvest (124) was 50% less than the 

1993-94 record harvest of 253. Hog harvest was 48% less than last year (84 vs. 

162), and was less than the previous 5-year average of 186. 

Hunter success (game checked/man-day = 0.021) was less than the prior 5 year 

average of 0.024 (Table 6). Hunter success through 1989 remained fairly stable 

(0.015-0.016) except for the 1987-88 season (0.020). Hunter success had 

increased since the 1989-90 season. The mandatory check of hunters has not 

directly impacted these calculations because that information was not utilized 

in estimating man-days of hunting. Hunting pressure was calculated by comparing 

Saturday vehicle counts with base year surveys. However, an indirect but 

potentially significant impact of mandatory check-out is increased compliance 

with rules requiring that deer and hogs be checked. We believe this is important 

especially in Corn Dance and Turner River where reported harvest of deer and hogs 

averaged 158 from 1991-1994 following the mandatory check in and out regulation 

( 1987 -88). From 1983-1986 prior to the regulation, the combined harvest averaged 

69. If actual harvest levels among years were similar, a commensurate increase 

in hunter success rates would also occur. This increase (25%) would bring the 

1983-86 success rates to 0.020 with harvest adjustments to the Turner River and 

Corn Dance units only. 
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Hunter activity and checked harvest has been documented for the last 15 years 

(Table 6). Hunter pressure appears cyclical with rising pressure from 1980-1984 

followed by a dramatic decrease in 1985. Pressure increased through 1988-89 and 

was followed by a precipitious decline in 1990-91 then an increase in 1991-92 

with continued declines in 1992-93, 1993-94, and obviously 1994-95. Pressure for 

both Archery and Muzzle loading seasons in 1994-95 were higher than their previous 

5-year averages. If portions of the area were not closed during General Gun there 

may have been an increase in total pressure compared to the previous 5-years. 

Dramatic changes in hunter pressure are due in part to major regulatory changes 

on BCNP. Deer harvest has fluctuated, but has remained fairly stable since the 

1987-88 season with record checked harvests being reached in each of the previous 

3 years. Hog harvest has fluctuated with a gradual increase from 1987-88 which 

culminated in a record harvest in 1991-92 followed by two years of decline. 

Historically, declines in harvest of one species have often been offset by. 

increases in harvest for the other species. 

Deer and hog harvest by season compared to the previous 5-year averages are 

shown in Table 7. The 1994-95 deer harvest and hunter success was greater than 

the 5-year averages for Archery and Muzzleloading, but less than the 5-year 

average for General Gun season. The 1994-95 hog harvest and hunter success was 

greater than the 5-year average for Muzzleloading but less than the average for 

Archery and General Gun seasons. 

Deer harvest decreased in all units in 1994-95 compared to 1993-94 {Table 8). 

Deer harvest in Bear Island (31) and Corn Dance (22) Units were each within 19% 

of last years harvest. Hog harvest was less in each unit compared to last season 

(Table 9). No hogs were taken in Deep lake Unit for the fifth consecutive year. 

8 



Deep Lake Unit was closed during Muzzleloading season and was restricted to 

Archery only hunting during General Gun season with vehicle use prohibited. 

Hunting pressure increased on Deep Lake (+32%) and Bear Island (+35%) Units, 

but was lower overall than the 1993-94 season (Table 10). Hunter pressure in 

Bear Island {4735 man-days) was 20% greater than the 5-year average (3962 man­

days) but less than the 1989-90 record for that period (5140 man-days). In 

general, length of the hunting season and the large land area have created low 

hunter densities on BCNP. Normally there are between 50 - 500 hunters daily on 

the entire BCNP, resulting in a hunter density of 450 - 4,600 ha per hunter 

(Schortemeyer et al. 1991). 

Archery Season 

Archery season was open September 3 through October 2. This was the fifth 

year of the 30 day season length. The 1994-95 Archery deer harvest (18) was 44% 

greater than the prior 5-year average (Table 11) and was the highest during the 

5-year period. Forty-four percent of the deer harvest occurred during the first 

2 days of the season. Archery deer harvest increased on Bear Island, Corn Dance 

and Stairsteps Units compared to 1993-94. Hog harvest {11) during archery was 

42% less than the prior 5-year average. Archery hog harvest increased by 1 in 

Corn Dance but decreased in all others. Stairsteps and Bear Island each accounted 

for 39% of the deer harvested during Archery season (Table 8). Turner River 

accounted for 55% of the hogs taken during Archery season (Table 9). Hunting 

pressure (2190 man-days) was 24% greater than the prior 5-year average. Bear 

Island was the most popular unit during Archery season bearing 29% of the total 

pressure (Table 10) followed closely by Turner River Unit (25%). Pressure 

increased in all units over last year, except Bear Island. The 1994-95 Archery 

9 



hunter success rate (0.013) was less than the previous 5-year average (0.016). 

Muzzleloading Season 

For the tenth year Muzzleloading season was 16 days long (October 8 through 

October 23). Muzzleloading season deer harvest (58) was 57% greater than the 5-

year average, and hog harvest was 23% less than the previous 5-year average 

(Table 12). The 1994-95 Muzzleloading deer harvest was the highest during the 

5-year period. Eighty-eight percent of the deer harvest occurred within the 

first 9 days of the season. Deer harvest was evenly distributed among the units 

except Deep Lake where no harvest occurred. Turner River and Stairsteps accounted 

for 44% and 35% of the hogs harvested, respectively. Hunting pressure increased 

by 17% when compared to the prior 5-year average. Pressure increased on all 

areas except Bear Island compared to the 1993-94 season (Table 10). Muzzleloader 

success rate (0.044) was greater than the previous 5-year average (0.037). Hog 

harvest increased on Bear Island, Turner River and Stairsteps Units while deer 

harvest increased on Bear Island, Corn Dance and Turner River Units compared to 

1993-94. 

General Gun Season 

The 1994-95 General Gun season was 51 days (November 12 through January 1). 

Hunter activity and harvest during the General Gun season are summarized in Table 

13. Both the Stairsteps and Loop Units were closed to hunting during the entire 

General Gun season. Turner River and Corn Dance Units were closed to hunting and 

off-road vehicle use on 23 November 1994, 9 days into the General Gun season. 

Due to unit closures hunter activity dropped to 5,275 man-days, 61% less than the 

prior 5-year average (Table 13}. General Gun deer harvest (48) was 71% less than 
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the prior 5-year average while hog harvest (30) was 77% less. Turner River Unit 

accounted for 52% of the deer and 67% of the hogs harvested during General Gun. 

Bear Island (3635 man-days) accounted for 69% of the General Gun pressure (Table 

10). 

Between 1980 and 1982 severa 1 different methodologies were utilized to 

estimate hunter pressure. Efforts to measure use were intensified in 1983 and 

1984. During these years a consistent effort was made to improve estimates of 

hunter use by combining check station information, vehicle surveys and other 

information (Jansen, 1986). Since 1984 hunter use estimates have been 

standardized. Hunter use in 1994 was calculated by multiplying the 1984 hunter 

activity (base year) estimate by the ratio of the 1994 vehicle survey to the 1984 

vehicle survey (base year). Results of vehicle surveys are summarized in 

Appendix D. Although vehicle surveys do not directly measure hunter pressure 

they do provide a good index and therefore the trends over the past 10 years can 

be analyzed. 

Hunting pressure by week of General Gun season over the past 11 years (with 

the exception of 1987-89) is shown in Figure 7. In general, use is highest 

during the first 9 days followed by Thanksgiving week. Use levels decline after 

that until the end of the season. Use levels at the end of the season increase, 

but generally remain below levels in the first 2 weeks. Levels presented for the 

first week are actually for the first 2 days only (opening weekend). Remaining 

weeks cover a full 7-day period, except for 1990-91, 1991-92 and 1992-93 in which 

week eight is only 2, 3 and 5 days long respectively. 

Use estimates derived from mandatory check- in and check-out wi 11 be 

presented in a separate report. However, preliminary results from 1994-95 

indicate that estimates of hunter pressure based on vehicle surveys are 
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comparable to direct measurements from mandatory hunter check- in/out forms. 

Three methods are utilized in calculating hunter pressure from mandatory check-in 

and check-out cards: Calendar Days, Calendar Days with Daylight, and Man-days. 

Each day is counted as a "Calendar Day" of hunting pressure beginning with the 

day a hunter checked- in through the eventua 1 date of departure from the 

management area (checked-out). This would be the most liberal estimate of 

hunting pressure since obvious non-hunting opportunities (such as late night 

check-ins} would be counted. "Calendar Day Of Daylight" estimates address this 

deficiency and are similar to the Calendar Day computation except that a hunter 

checking-in with less than 2 hours of hunting daylight (1.5 hours before sunset) 

or hunting excursions of less than 1 hour will not be credited as hunting for 

that particular day. It is assumed that the hunter is setting up camp or in the 

latter case will not have enough time to hunt due to travel time. "Man-day" 

estimates from hunter check- in/out cards credit a hunter with a man-day of 

hunting pressure depending on how many hours elapsed between check-in and check­

out. If over 50% of the huntable daylight hours were spent in the field then the 

hunter receives a whole man-day of pressure, otherwise a half man-day. This is 

the most conservative estimate of pressure and more closely resembles actual 

hunting activity. None of these methods evaluate noncomp 1 iance with the 

mandatory check-in rule. For 1994-95, the estimate of total hunter pressure 

(Archery through General Gun} based on vehicle count surveys (9,735 man-days} was 

less than the Man-day estimate from check-in cards (9,965 man-days}, Calendar Day 

with Daylight (11,242 man-days} and Calendar Day (12,060 man-days} estimates. 

The total vehicle count estimate for General Gun season (5,275 man-days} was 

greater than the estimate based on Calendar Day with Daylight (4,317}, the Man­

day estimate (3,966) and the Calendar Day estimate (4,640}. The 1994-95 hunter 
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pressure calculated from vehicle counts was less than direct measurements from 

check-in cards for Archery and Muzzleloading Gun seasons. Traditionally, 

Saturday vehicle counts are reasonable estimates of hunter pressure when compared 

to estimates from mandatory check-in and check-out. 

WHITE-TAILED DEER DATA 

Herd Composition 

Harvested deer were aged by tooth wear and eruption when possible 

(Severinghaus 1949). In 1994-95 no deer were harvested in the fawn age class. 

The 1.5 year age class constituted 29.9% of the harvest, while the 2.5 year age 

class accounted for 25.8% (Table 14). Percentage of harvested deer greater than 

2.5 years old was 44.3%. Harvest in the 4.5 (10.3%) and 5.5+ (10.3%) age classes 

increased compared to last year (7.7% and 9.8%, respectively). Initial response 

(1986) to the 5-inch minimum antler requirement was a reduction in the total 

number of bucks harvested and elimination of the fawn age class from the checked 

harvest. In subsequent years (1987-1993), older bucks have increased in the 

harvest while yearlings (1.5 year-olds) have been substantially reduced. As 

predicted under the 5-inch minimum antler regulation, age structure has shifted 

to older age classes for harvested bucks on BCNP. 

Deer age structure by unit of harvest is shown in Table 14. Bear Island 

Unit had the highest portion (68.2%) in the 1.5 year age class. Stairsteps Unit 

had the highest percentage of deer (42.9%) in the 2.5 year age class, while Corn 

Dance had the highest portion (61.1%) in age classes greater than 2.5. Overall, 

age structure data indicated moderate recruitment in recent years. Field 

observations, surveys, and documented harvest have indicated fluctuating 
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recruitment rates over the past 7 years. Recruitment rate may be affected by 

spring water levels, with high water levels potentially increasing fawn 

mortality. 

Physical Characteristics 

Antler characteristics and dressed weight by age class and unit of harvest 

are shown in Table 15. Overall, values in 1994-95 are similar to those reported 

since implementation of the 5-inch antler rule (1986-87). Mean dressed weight 

of all animals ranged from 77 pounds in 1993 to 67 pounds in 1986 and was 

measured at 72 pounds in 1994. Antler circumference at 6.5 em in 1994 was 

slightly above the range set in previous years (5.6-6.4 em). In 1994, antler 

length (23.0 em) fell within the range set in previous years (18.8-23.3 em}. 

Mean number of points per deer (4.6} was the same as last year. Occurrence of 

spikes by age class and unit of harvest is shown in Table 16. In 1994-95 overall 

percent spikes by age class was less than 1993-94 in each age class except the 

3.5 year class (15% vs. 5%}. Mean dressed weight for male deer was greater in 

Bear Island than in Stairsteps Unit for 1994-95 (Table 15}. However, mean antler 

beam length and circumference and number of points were greater in the Stairsteps 

unit compared to Bear Island for 1994-95. Appendix E is a summary of antler and 

morphologic data from deer harvested on BCNP. 

WILD HOG DATA 

Whenever possible, biological data was collected from harvested hogs when 

they were examined at the check station. Parameters normally measured included 

weight, body length, tail length and shoulder height. Measurements were taken 

on approximately 1277 of the 1957 hogs checked over the past 12 years. 

14 



Mean gutted weights, lengths, and shoulder heights for hogs harvested during 

the last 12 years are shown in Table 17. Mean body length and shoulder height 

were slightly less than last years which were the highest on record. Mean 

dressed weight (80 lbs.) was 8% greater than the 12-year mean of 74 lbs. Lower 

harvest levels and a probable harvest shift to older animals may explain the 

increase in average physical measurements. 

Measured physical characteristics of male hogs harvested were greater than 

those of females in 1994-95 (Table 18). Males outweighed females by 25% or 17 

pounds (86 lbs. vs. 69 lbs.). Mean body length of males was 3% greater than 

females (121 em vs. 118 em) while shoulder height was 5% greater (66 em vs 63 

em). These differences are similar to those observed over the prior 11 years. 

In general, Bear Island appears to be better habitat for wild hogs compared 

to Stairsteps Unit. In the 1994-95 harvest, mean dressed weight of hogs in Bear 

Island was 29% greater than hogs taken from Stairsteps (Table 19). In addition, 

mean body length and shoulder height were greater in Bear Island compared to 

Stairsteps for 1994-95 with the same sample size. 

15 



LITERATURE CITED 

Belden, R. C. 1983. Florida panther recovery plan implementation - a 1983 

progress report. Gainesville: Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 

Commission. 17 pp. 

Fleming, D. M. 1984. Systematic reconnaissance flights: Their 

feasibility and application to Everglades National Park wildlife 

research and management programs. Internal working paper, So. Fl. Res. 

Center, ENP, Fla. 11 pp 

Jansen, O.K. 1995. Large mammal status report for the Big Cypress National 

Preserve. Third Annual Big Cypress Research Colloquim. 

Jansen, D. K. 1986. Big Cypress public use study. Tallahassee: Florida 

Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 240 pp. 

Maehr, D. S., R. C. Belden, E. D. Land, and L. Wilkins. 1990. Food habits of 

panthers in southwest Florida. J. Wildl. Manage. 54{3):420-423. 

Manor, P.O., J.L. Schortemeyer, E.D. Land, J.W. McCown, and J.A. Bozzo. 1991. 

Big Cypress National Preserve deer and hog annual report. Fla. Game and 

Fresh Water Fish Comm., Tallahassee. 97 pp. 

Schortemeyer J. L., D. S. Maehr, J. W. McCown, E. D. Land, and P. D. Manor. 

1991. Prey management of the Florida panther: a unique role for wildlife 

managers. In: Proc. N. AM. Wildl. & Nat. Res. Conf. 

Severinghaus, C. A. 1949. Tooth development and wear as criteria of age 

in white-tailed deer. J. Wildl. Manage. 13{2):195-216. 

16 



Table 1. Number of acres burned in Big Cypress National Preserve. 1979-1994. 

============================================================================== 

Year Total Acres Human Caused Prescribed Natural 

1979 24.147 21.482 2.642 23 

1980 27.717 20.052 7.440 225 

1981 217.378 215.037 1.683 658 

1982 49.218 44.691 4.527 0 

1983 11.474 1,297 9.950 227 

1984 23.064 4.013 17.713 1.338 

1985 16.595 2.510 8. 729 5.356 

1986 51.443 32.718 18.355 370 

1987 27.998 3. 775 21.767 2.456 

1988 40.866 23.751 17.031 84 

1989 58.080 17.051 40.386 643 

1990 73.058 9.913 62.950 645 

1991 40.552 1,631 37.993 928 

1992 53.590 2.865 50.689 36 

1993 45.652 330 45.000 322 

1994 46.339 44.739 1. 600' 

TOTALS 807.171 401.116 391.594 14.911 

AVG. /YR. 50.448 26.741 24.474 931 

'Lightning and human caused combined 

(Unpublished data from BCNP. March 1995) 
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Table 2. Population estimates for white-tailed deer on the Big 
Cypress National Preserve based on spotlight counts, 
1988-1994. 

Time Source Unit Number Deer Count Population Density 
of of High/Average Estimate (deer:acre) 
survey Surveys 

1994 Schortemeyer Western 3 2/0.7 70 1:274 
Annual & Bozzo Bear 

June 1994 Island 

1994 Schortemeyer Eastern 3 7/5 115 1:167 
Annual & Bozzo Bear 

June 1994 Island 

1993 Schortemeyer Western 2 4/3 140 1:137 
Annual & Bozzo Bear 

July 1993 Island 

1993 Schortemeyer Eastern 2 10/9.5 163 1:117 
Annual & Bozzo Bear 

July 1993 Island 

1992 Schortemeyer Western 2 14/14 490 1:39 
Annual & Bozzo Bear 

June 1992 Island 

1992 Schortemeyer Eastern 3 16/7.3 262 1:73 
Annual & Bozzo Bear 

June 1992 Island 

1991 Schortemeyer Western 3 16/7.7 736 1:26(a) 

Annual Manor & Bear 563 1:34(b) 
Bozzo Island 
July 1991 

1991 Schortemeyer Eastern 3 11/5.7 180 1:106 

Annual Manor & Bear 
Bozzo Island 
July 1991 

1990 Schortemeyer Western 5 4/2.4 140 1:137 

Annual & Manor Bear 
June 1990 Island 

1990 Schortemeyer Eastern 4 2/1.3 33 1:584 

Annual & Manor Bear 
June 1990 Island 

1989 McGrady, Western 3 24/11.3 683 1:28 

Annual Manor & Bear 
Schortemeyer Island 
May 1989 

1989 McGrady, Eastern 2 11/7 266 1:72 

Annual Manor & Bear 
Schortemeyer Island 
June 1989 

1988 McGrady Deep Lake 1 8/8 378 1:128 

Annual April 1988 

(a)3.1 mile transect 
(b) 5.0 mile transect 
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Table 3. Population estimates for white-tailed deer in the Corn 
Dance Unit of the BCNP, 1980-91. 

Time of Method Source Size of Population Density 
survey Unit Estimate (deer: 

(acres) acre) 

1991 Track McCown 283,791 1253 1:227 
Annual Counts 1991 

1990 Track McCown 283,791 1500 1:189 
Annual Counts 1991 

1989 Track McCown 283,791 1215 1:234 
Annual Counts 1989 

1988 Track McCown 283,791 1412 1:201 
Annual Counts 1988 

1987 Track McCown 283,791 1720 1:165 
Annual Counts 1987 

1986 Track McCown 283,791 1260 1:225 
Annual Counts 1986 

1985-86 Aerial .schortemeyer 283,791 280-385 1:1013-
Pre-hunt Counts 1985 737 

1985 Track McCown 283,791 1140 1:249 
Annual Counts 1985 

1982-83 Track Pylant,memo 270,000 1266-2250 1:213-120 
Post-hunt Counts 11 April 1983 

1981-82 Track Pylant, memo 270,000 1080-1875 1:250-144 
Post-hunt Counts 21 April 1982 

1980-81 Track Pylant, memo 300,000 1620 1:185 
Post-hunt Counts 28 Dec. 1981 
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Table 4. Population estimates for white-tailed deer in the Turner 
River unit (Mullet Slough) of the BCNP, 1988-1992. 

Time of Size of Population Density 
survey Method Source Area Estimate (deer:acre) 

(acres) 

1992 Track Bozzo, May 32,000 269 1:119 
Annual Counts 1992 (d) 

1991 Track Schortemeyer 32,000 145 1:221 
Annual Counts Manor & 

Bozzo, May 
1991 (c) 

1990 Track Schortemeyer 32,000 345 1:93 
Annual Counts Manor & 

Bozzo, May 
1990 (b) 

1989 Track McGrady & 32,000 300 11'107 
Annual Counts Manor, May 

1989 (b) 

1988 Track McGrady 32,000 58 1:549 
Annual Counts April, 1988 

(a) 

a) Track counts conducted off Cypress Lane, two replications. 
b) Track counts conducted off Cypress Lane, three replications. 
c) Track counts conducted off Cypress Lane, three replications. 
d) Track counts conducted off Cypress Lane, three replications. 
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Table 5. Population estmates for white-tailed deer in the Stairsteps unit (eastern portion) of the 
BCNP, 1977-1994. 

Time of Method Source Calculated Population Density 
Survey size of unit Estimate (deer: acre) 

(acres) 

1994 SRF Schortemeyer 50,000 113-284 1:441-176 
Annual Aerial & Bozzo 
June Counts 
(1 of 2) 

1994 SRF Schortemeyer 50,000 152-379 1:330-132 
Annual Aerial & Bozzo 
June Counts 
(2 of 2) 

1993 SRF Schortemeyer 50,000 234-581 1:214-86 
Annual Aerial & Bozzo 
June Counts 
(1 of 2) 

1993 SRF Schortemeyer 50,000 88-221 1:566-226 
Annual Aerial & Bozzo 
June Counts 
(2 of 2) 

1992 SRF Schortemeyer 50,000 145-362 1:345-138 
Annual Aerial & Bozzo 
June Counts 
(1 of 2) 

1992 SRF Schortemeyer 50,000 32-79 1:1586-636 
Annual Aerial & Bozzo 
June Counts 
(2 of 2) 

1991 SRF Schortemeyer 50,000 280-560 1:180-90 
Annual Aerial & Bozzo 
June Counts 
(1 of 2) 

1991 SRF Manor & 50,000 280-560 1:180-90 
Annual Aerial Bozzo 
June Counts 
(2 of 2) 
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Table 5. continued 

Time of Method Source Calculated Population Density 
Survey size of unit Estimate (deer: acre) 

(acres) 

1990 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 200-442 1:227-113 
Annual Counts & Manor 

1989 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 602-1220 1:83-41 
Annual Counts & McGrady 

1988 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 485-980 1:103-51 
Annual Counts & McGrady 

1987 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 38-76 1:1322-661 
Annual Counts & Ramsey 
(1 of 2) 

1987 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 19-38 1:2643-1322 
Annual Counts & Ramsey 
(2 of 2) 

1986-87 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 250-500 1:200-100 

Post-hunt Counts & Ramsey 

1986-87 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 330-660 1:152-76 

Pre-hunt Counts & Ramsey 
(2 of 2) 

1986-87 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 280-560 1:180-90 
Pre-hunt Counts & Ramsey 
(1 of 2) 

1985-86 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 240-480 1:210-105 

Post-hunt Counts & Ramsey 

1985-86 SRF Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 410-820 1:120-60 
Pre-hunt Counts & Ramsey 

1984-85 Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 316-633 1:158-79 
Pre-hunt Counts 1984 

1984 Post Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 117-220 1:427-227 

Production Counts 1984 
(2 of 2) 

1984 Post , Aerial Schortemeyer 50,000 70-132 1:714-379 
Production Counts 1984 
(1 of 2) 
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Table 5. continued 

Time of Method Source Calculated Population Density 
Survey size of unit Estimate (deer: acre) 

(acres) 

1982-83 Aerial Pylant, memo 50,000 379-543 1:132-92 
Post-hunt Counts 11 April 1983 

1982-83 Aerial Pylant, memo 50,000 833-1190 1:60-42 
Pre-hunt Counts 30 Sept. 1982 

1981-82 Track Pylant, memo 50,000 171 1:135 
Post-hunt Counts 21 April 1982 

1980-81 Track Pylant, memo 141,800 1013 1:140 
Post-hunt Counts 28 Dec. 1981 

1979-80 Track Pylant, memo 140,300 954 1:147 
Post-hunt Counts 28 Dec. 1981 

1978-79 Track Pylant, memo 140,000 954 1:147 
Post-hunt Counts 28 Dec. 1981 

1977-78 Track Pylant, memo 141,000 1102 1:128 
Post-hunt Counts 28 Dec. 1981 

1977-78 Track Bowman, memo 140,600 743 1:190 
Post-hunt Counts 9 June 1978 
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Table 6. Big Cypress National Preserve deer harvest, hog harvest and hunting 
pressure, 1980-95. 

Year 

1980-81 

1981-82 

1982-83 

1983-84 

1984-85 

1985-86 

1986-87 

1987-88 

1988-89 

1989-90 

1990-91 

1991-92 

1992-93 

1993-94 

1994-952 

No. of 
Man-days 

14,240 

16,539 

18,625 

23,015 

24,360 

17,195 

17,290 

17,525 

21,567 

21,660 

14,340 

17,083 

16,534 

15,910 

9,735 

No. of deer No. of hogs Hunter 
Harvested Harvested Success1 

103 81 0.013 

104 44 0.009 

145 141 0.015 

140 201 0.015 

205 195 0.016 

156 Ill 0.016 

127 153 0.016 

208 138 0.020 

185 144 0.015 

186 154 0.016 

182 180 0.025 

216 254 0.028 

226 181 0.025 

253 162 0.026 

124 84 0.021 

1 

Hunter Success = (deer and hog harvest)/man-days of hunting. 2 

General Gun season was 9 days long in Turner River and Corn Dance Units and 
closed in Stairsteps and Loop Units. 
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Table 7. Big Cypress National Preserve deer and hog harvest, and hunter 
success ratio by season. 

DEER 

No. Harvested Hunter Succ. Ratio1 

Prior Prior 
SEASON 1994-95 5 yr. avg. 1994-95 5 yr. avg. 

Archery 18 9.6 0.008 0.006 

Muzzle loader 58 36.6 0.026 0.019 

Genera 1 Gun2 48 166.4 0.009 0.012 

HOG 

Archery 11 18.2 0.005 0.011 

Muzzle loader 43 35.0 0.019 0.018 

Genera 1 Gun2 30 133.0 0.006 0.010 

1 Success ratio = no. of animals harvested/no. of man-days. 
2 General Gun season was only 9 days long in Turner River and Corn Dance 

Units and closed in Stairsteps and Loop Units. 
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Table 8. Six-year comparison of documented deer harvest on the Big Cypress 
National Preserve, 1989-I995. - and *, indicate areas closed and 
partially closed, respectively, within a season. 

NUMBER OF DEER HARVESTED 

89-90 90-9I 91-92 92-93 93-94 94-95 
ARCHERY 

Bear Island 6 2 6 9 4 7 
Deep Lake 1 0 0 0 
Corn Dance 0 0 2 0 0 1 
Turner River I 1 0 1 5 2 
Stairsteps 0 1 0 0 2 7 
Loop 2 2 2 0 1 1 

Total IO 6 IO IO I2 I8 

MUZZLELOADING 

Bear Island 6 9 9 I5 9 11 
Deep.Lake 0 
Corn Dance 0 6 7 1 8 11 
Turner River 7 7 9 11 9 13 
Stairsteps 5 8 8 2 I5 14 
Loop 6 7 4 5 IO 9 

Total 24 37 37 34 51 58 

GENERAL GUN 

Bear Island 26 28 23 26 21 I3 
Deep Lake 3 1 0 0 I 0 
Corn Dance 14 22 14 11 I9 10* 
Turner River 20 26 4I 42 56 25* 
Stairsteps 67 46 79 92 83 
Loop 22 16 12 11 8 

Total I 52 139 169 182 I90 48 

COMBINEQ 

Bear Island 38 39 38 50 34 3I 
Deep Lake 4 1 0 0 1 0 
Corn Dance 14 28 23 I2 27 22 
Turner River 28 34 50 54 72 40 
Stairsteps 72 55 87 94 100 2I 
Loop 30 25 18 I6 19 IO 

Total I86 I82 216 226 253 I24 

26 



Table 9. Six-year comparison of documented hog harvest on the Big Cypress 
National Preserve, I989-I995. - and *, indicate areas closed and 
partially closed, respectively, within a season. 

NUMBER OF HOGS HARVESTED 

89-90 90-9I 9I-92 92-93 93-94 94-95 
ARCHERY 

Bear Island II 9 I2 4 I 0 
Deep Lake I 0 0 0 
Corn Dance I 0 I 0 I 1 
Turner River 0 1 5 9 IO 6 
Stairsteps 2 1 1 0 6 1 
Loop 4 2 5 2 2 3 

Total 19 13 24 15 20 11 

MUZZLELOADING 

Bear Island 13 17 20 2 0 4 
Deep Lake 1 
Corn Dance 0 0 6 0 3 1 
Turner River 7 6 20 I9 10 19 
Stairsteps 9 3 IO 0 4 I5 
Loop 2 7 9 3 4 4 

Total 32 33 65 24 2I 43 

GENERAL GUN 

Bear Island 33 57 26 22 I6 4 
Deep Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Corn Dance 4 I2 IS 8 IO 6* 
Turner River I3 2I 43 32 4I 20* 
Stairsteps 42 30 67 69 48 
Loop II I4 II II 6 

Total I03 I34 I65 142 I2I 30 

COMBINED 

Bear Island 57 83 58 28 17 8 
Deep Lake 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Corn Dance 5 I2 25 8 I4 8 
Turner River 20 28 68 60 6I 45 
Stairsteps 53 34 78 69 58 16 
Loop I7 23 25 I6 I2 7 

Total 154 I80 254 I8I I62 84 
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Table 10. Six~year comparison of documented hunter pressure on Big Cypress 
Nat1onal Preserve, 1989-1995. - and *, indicate areas closed and 
partially closed, respectively, within a season. 

HUNTER PRESSURE (MAN-DAYS) 

89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94 94-95 
ARCHERY 

Bear Island 490 565 595 675 810 630 
Deep Lake 20 10 10 40 
Corn Dance 275 245 195 260 260 330 
Turner River 280 350 445 285 365 540 
Stairsteps 575 365 440 205 335 495 
Loop 95 135 170 60 110 155 

Total 1735 1660 1845 1495 1890 2190 

MUZZLELOADING 

Bear Island 555 540 570 590 520 470 
Deep lake 40 
Corn Dance 290 265 265 265 295 405 
Turner River 370 265 570 735 530 605 
Stairsteps 630 405 480 395 470 635 
Loop 125 150 145 100 140 155 

Total 2010 1625 2030 2085 1955 2270 

GENERAL GUN 

Bear Island 4095 2520 2538 2571 2175 3635 
Deep Lake 515 80 108 89 100 105 
Corn Dance 2035 1495 1591 1689 1415 560* 
Turner River 3950 3775 4044 4107 3415 975* 
Stairsteps 6080 2345 4078 3880 4270 
Loop 1240 840 849 618 690 

Total 17915 11055 13208 12954 12065 5275 

COMBINED 

Bear Island 5140 3625 3703 3836 3505 4735 
Deep Lake 575 80 108 99 llO 145 
Corn Dance 2600 2005 2051 2214 1970 1295 
Turner River 4600 4390 5059 5127 4310 2120 
Stairsteps 7285 3115 4998 4480 5075 1130 
Loop 1460 1125 1164 778 940 310 

Total 21660 14340 17083 16534 15910 9735 
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Table 11. Archery season harvest summary Big Cypress National Preserve. 
1994-95. 

WEEK DEER 

Prior 5 
1994-95 dates 1994-95 yr. avg. 

1 (9-3 to 9-4) 8 2.8 

2 (9-5 to 9-11) 3 3.6 

3 (9-12 to 9-18) 4 1.4 

4 (9-19 to 9-25) 2 1.0 

5 (9-26 to 10-2f 1 1.0 

TOTAL 18 9.8 

'Five-week season began in 1990-91. 

29 

HOG 

Prior 5 
1994-95 yr. avg. 

0 4.8 

3 5.8 

4 2.6 

3 2.2 

1 3.5 

11 18.9 

HUNTER ACTIVITY 
(man-days) 

Prior 5 
1994-95 yr. avg. 

825 570 

480 378 

380 326 

275 273 

230 223 

2190 1770 



Table 12. Muzzleloader season harvest summary Big Cypress National Preserve. 
1994-95. 

WEEK DEER 

Prior 5 
1994-95 dates 1994-95 yr. avg. 

1 (10- 8 to 10- 9) 15 12.0 

2 (10-10 to 10-16) 36 15.8 

3 00-17 to 10-23) 7 8.8 

TOTAL 58 36.6 

30 

HOG 

Prior 5 
1994-95 yr. avg. 

13 9.8 

17 17.0 

13 7.8 

43 34.6 

HUNTER ACTIVITY 
(man-days) 

Prior 5 
1994-95 yr. avg. 

885 838 

715 591 

670 512 

2270 1941 



Table 13. General Gun season harvest summary, Big Cypress National Preserve, 
1994-95. 

WEEK DEER 

Prior 5 
1994-95 dates1 1994-95 yr. avg. 

1 (11-12 to 11-13) 14 37.4 

2 (11-14 to 11-20) 21 45.6 

3 ( 11-21 to 11-27) 7 20.0 

4 ( 11- 28 to 12-04) 4 15.6 

5 ( 12-5 to 12 -11 ) 0 17.0 

6 (12-12 to 12-18) 2 10.6 

7 (12-19 to 12-25) 0 12.8 

8 (12-26 to 01-01) 0 6.8 

TOTAL 48 165.8 

HOG 

Prior 5 
1994-95 yr. avg. 

11 27.6 

14 33.0 

5 19.6 

0 16.2 

0 11.4 

0 8.6 

0 9.2 

0 6.0 

30 131.6 

HUNTER ACTIVITY 
(man-days) 

Prior 5 
1994-95 yr. avg. 

1050 2237 

1130 2496 

765 1726 

395 1463 

410 1806 

550 1249 

230 1409 

745 843 

5275 13229 

1 General Gun season was only 9 days long in Turner River and Corn Dance Units 
and was closed in Stairsteps and Loop Units. 
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Table 14. Age structure of male white-tailed deer harvested on the 
Big Cypress National Preserve by unit of harvest. 1994-95. 

TURNER 
AGE BEAR ISLAND RIVER 
CLASS # % # % 

1.5 15 68.2 5 18.5 

2.5 4 18.2 6 22.2 

3.5 3 13.6 9 33.3 

4.5 0 0.0 3 11.1 

5.5+ 0 0.0 4 14.9 

Sample 
Size 22 27 

LOOP STAIRSTEPS 
# % # % 

2 22.2 4 19.0 

2 22.2 9 42.9 

2 22.2 6 28.6 

1 11.2 2 9.5 

2 22.2 0 0.0 

9 21 

32 

CORN 
DANCE 

# % 

3 16.7 

4 22.2 

3 16.7 

4 22.2 

4 22.2 

18 

ALL UNITS 
COMBINED 
# % 

29 29.9 

25 25.8 

23* 23.7 

10 10.3 

10 10.3 
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Table 15. Weight and antler characteristics of male deer harvested during 
1994-95. Big Cypress National Preserve. 

MEAN 
AGE 
CLASS 

SAMPLE SIZE BY UNIT DRESSED WEIGHT (LBS.) 
I1 III IV V VI ALL I III IV V VI ALL 

1.5 11 1 2 2 2 18 66 92 62 61 62 66 
2.5 4 2 1 7 1 15 75 75 55 65 80 70 
3.5 1 5 2 2 0 10 100 78 68 80 78 
4.5 0 2 0 2 1 5 82 78 85 81 
5.5+ 0 0 2 0 2 4 66 88 77 

TOTAL 16 10 7 13 6 52 70 80 64 69 78 72 

MEAN ANTLER MAIN MEAN ANTLER MAIN 
AGE BEAM CIRCUMFERENCE ,(em) BEAM LENGTH (em) 
CLASS I III IV v VI ALL I III IV v VI ALL 

1.5 4.9 5.3 5.8 5.0 5.7 5.1 13.7 16.0 17.6 14.8 18.7 15.1 
2.5 6.1 5.5 6.1 6.0 5.6 5.9 14.8 24.1 20.8 20.1 22.3 20.5 
3.5 6.8 6.5 6.1 7.7 6.7 6.9 19.2 24.7 22.1 28.5 21.5 24.4 
4.5 8.2 9.5 8.5 8.0 8.3 31.6 39.8 34.3 32.8 33.4 
5.5+ 8.2 10.1 9.0 9.0 35.5 41.8 34.3 36.6 

TOTAL 5.4 6.6 7.3 6.5 7.0 6.5 14.8 26.0 27.2 22.8 26.7 23.0 

MEAN NUMBER 
AGE OF POINTS 
CLASS I III IV v VI ALL 

1.5 2.5 3.0 3.5 2.5 3.3 2.7 
2.5 3.0 3.5 5.0 4.8 4.3 4.2 
3.5 3.0 4.1 3.5 5.7 4.0 4.4 
4.5 7.0 8.0 9.0 6.5 7.3 
5.5+ 7.0 10.0 8.0 8.1 

TOTAL 2.7 4. 7 5.8 5.0 5.4 4.6 

1Units: 1 =Bear Island. III =Turner River. IV= Loop. v = Stairsteps. 
VI = Corn Dance 
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Table 16. Number of spikes. percent spikes and average main beam length of 
adult deer harvested on the Big Cypress National Preserve. 1994-95. 

MAIN BEAM LENGTH 
AGE NUMBER OF SPIKES % SPIKES IN AGE CLASS OF SPIKES (inches) 
CLASS I(a) III IV V VI ALL I III IV V VI ALL 0-1 1-3 3-5 >5 

1.5 

2.5 

3.5 

4.5 

5.5+ 

8 1 1 2 0 12 53.0 20.0 33.3 50.0 0.0 52.2 

2 1 0 1 0 

0 2 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

4 50.0 16.7 0.0 11.1 0.0 18.2 

3 0.0 22.2 0.0 0.0 33.3 15.0 

0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

6 6 

1 3 

3 

(a) Units: I =Bear Island. III =Turner River. IV =Loop. V = Stairsteps, VI =Corn Dance. 
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Table 17. Physical characteristics of wild hogs harvested on the 
Big Cypress National Preserve, 1983-95. 

YEAR 

1983-84 

1984-85 

1985-86 

1986-87 

1987-88 

1988-89 

1989-90 

1990-91 

1991-92 

1992-93 

1993-94 

1994-95 

SAMPLE 
SIZE 

126 

119 

67 

75 

101 

108 

110 

134 

158 

147 

93 

39 

MEAN DRESSED 
WEIGHT ( lbs.) 

71(20-198) 

71{18-350) 

75(18-175) 

70(20-155) 

71(16-245) 

83(20-238) 

66(25-180) 

77(25-165) 

78(25-235) 

64(15-182) 

77(25-220) 

80(25-205) 

(a) Body length does not include tail 
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MEAN BODY 
LENGTH (cm.)(a) 

114(42-170) 

116( 77-164) 

116(54-152) 

115(78-155) 

115 ( 75-166) 

120(68-158) 

117 ( 85-171 ) 

118(71-160) 

120(47-170) 

104(59-159) 

123(58-161) 

120(86-156) 

MEAN SHOULDER 
HEIGHT (em.) 

59(15-90) 

61(40-90) 

64(28-90) 

63(36-88) 

62(39-98) 

63(22-85) 

61 ( 45-87) 

63(18-90) 

64(27-90) 

57(34-89) 

66(44-94) 

65(47-86) 



Table 18. Comparison by sex of physical characteristics of wild hogs 
harvested on Big Cypress National Preserve. 1983-95. 

SAMPLE MEAN DRESSED MEAN BODY 
YEAR SEX SIZE WEIGHT (lbs.) LENGTH (em.) 

1983-84 F 52 58(22-145) 113(42-170) 
M 74 81(20-198) 115(47-149) 

1984-85 F 64 62(18-150 113(77-142) 
M 55 82(18-350) 120(78-164) 

1985-86 F 29 61(20-125) 115(57-146) 
M 38 85(18-175) 117(54-152) 

1986-87 F 40 59(20-150) 111 (78-145) 
M 35 83(20-155) 118(78-155) 

1987-88 F 45 53(16-101) 109(75-145) 
M 56 85(22-245) 120(87-166) 

1988-89 F 45 67(20-156) 116(68-144) 
M 62 93(30-238) 122(84-158) 

1989-90 F 54 59(25-150) 115(85-171) 
M 56 73(25-180) 118(88-162) 

1990-91 F 58 65(25-145) 114(71-139) 
M 76 85(25-165) 122(84-160) 

1991-92 F 69 65(25-200) 114(79-147) 
M 89 88(25-235) 124(47-170) 

1992-93 F 34 69(15-140) 117(59-149) 
M 83 84(20-182) 124(79-159) 

1993-94 F 52 64(25-115) 118(80-157) 
M 41 94(27-220) 127(58-161) 

1994-95 F 14 69(30-125) 118(97-135) 
M 25 86(25-205) 121(86-156) 

36 

MEAN SHOULDER 
HEIGHT (em.) 

55(16-76) 
61(19-90) 

58(40-74) 
65(41-90) 

62(28-75) 
65(31-90) 

60(36-79) 
66(40-88) 

57(39-74) 
66(42-98) 

60(22-80) 
65(42-85) 

59(46-80) 
62(45-87) 

60(18-85) 
66(18-90) 

61(43-88) 
66(27-90) 

62(39-80) 
68(34-89) 

63(44-94) 
70(51-88) 

63(47-78) 
66(47-86) 



Table 19. Comparison of wild hogs harvested on the Big Cypress National Preserve 
in the Stairsteps and Bear Island units, 1983-95. 

Year Unit Sample Mean Dressed Mean body Mean shoulder 

size weight (lbs) length (em.) height (em.) 

1983-84 Bear Island 70 77 (24-198) 115 (47-170) 61 (19-90) 

Stairsteps 38 61 (20-135) 110 (42-144) 55 (24-72) 

1984-85 Bear Island 49 74 (20-350) 115 (81-164) 61 (42-90) 

Stairsteps 44 62 (18-136) 113 (77-148) 59 (40-82) 

1985-86 Bear Island 21 92 (50-155) 121 (100-143) 68 (59-90) 

Stairsteps 23 55 (18-145) 111 (76-141) 61 (40-82) 

1986-87 Bear Island 22 71 (20-150) 113 (78-136) 65 (36-88) 

Stairsteps 31 80 (30-155) 119 (78-155) 65 (46-83) 

1987-88 Bear Island 35 80 (25-245) 118 (96-166) 69 (48-98) 

Stairsteps 39 60 (16-151) 110 (75-140) 57 (39-76) 

1988-89 Bear Island 47 97 (30-238) 122 (84-158) 69 (47-85) 

Stairsteps 37 73 (32-150) 118 (90-153) 60 (42-80) 

1989-90 Bear Island 49 69 (30-180) 118 (85-162) 62 (47-87) 

Stairsteps 31 67 (25-160) 115 (88-147) 61 (47-80) 

1990-91 Bear Island 70 76 (30-165) 116 (71-154) 64 (22-88) 

Stairsteps 22 69 (25-140) 118 (86-142) 64 (43-79) 

1991-92 Bear Island 47 84 (35-235) 122 (79-170) 67 (46-90) 

Stairsteps 50 79 (26-155) 123 (80-147) 65 (27-88) 

1992-93 Bear Island 24 103 (45-182) 130 (94-159) 71 (34-88) 

Stairsteps 49 70 (20-145) 117 (79-150) 64 (48-83) 

1993-94 Bear Island 12 110 (45-220) 134 (95-161) 75 (57-88) 

Stairsteps 36 68 (25-140) 121 (80-157) 64 (44-94) 

1994-95 Bear Island 8 97 (48-205) 123 (98-156) 68 (51-86) 

Stairsteps 8 75 (25-145) 117 (88-142) 62 (47-77) 
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Figure 1. Comparison of dry and wet season hydropatterns on 
the Big Cypress National Preserve. 1994. 
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Figure 3. Deer track survey transects, Corn Dance Unit, Big Cypress 
National Preserve, 1985-1991. 
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Unit of Big Cypress National Preserve, 1985-1991. 
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Appendix A. Closure notices for the Big Cypress National Preserve fall 1994 

BIG CYPRiESeSoNATIQNAL PRESERVE 
ATTENTION HUNTERS AND OFF-ROAD VEHICLE 

OWNERS 
THE HIGH WATER LEVELS THROUGHOUT THE PRESERVE CONTINUE TO STRESS ANIMAL 
POPULATIONS. THE CONCENTRATION OF ANIMALS ON LIMITED HIGH GROUND, SPARSE 

DEER FORAGE AND DISPERSAL FROM NORMAL HOM! RANGES REQUIRES THE NATIONAL 
PARK SERVICE TO ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL PUBLIC USE LIMITS AND CONTROLS UNTIL 

WATER LEVELS RECEDE TO ACCEPTABLE LEVELS. 

EFFECTIVE 12:01 A.M. NOVEMBER 11, 1994 UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE: 

1. THE STAIRSiEPS UNIT WILL BE'CLOSED TO HUNTING AND OFF-ROAD VEHICLE USE. 

2. THE LOOP UNIT WILL Be CLOSED TO HUNTING AND OFF-ROAD VEHICLE USE. 

3. THE CORN DANCE UNIT WILL BE OPEN TO HUNTING. YOU MAY USE BUGGIES, ALL 
TERRAIN VEHICLES, AND STREET LEGAL 4X4 VEHICLES. THE UNIT IS CLOSEO TO 
AIRBOAT USE. 

4. THE BEAR·ISlAND UNIT WILL BE OPEN TO HUNTING. YOU MAY USE BUGGIES, ALL 
TERRAIN VEHICLES. ANO STREET LEGAL 4X4 VEHICLES ON THE DESIGNATED TRAIL 
SYSTEM. THE UNIT IS CLOSED TO AIRBOAT USE. 

6. THE TURNER RIVER UNIT WILL BE OPEN TO HUNTING. YOU MAY USE BUGGIES, ALL 
TERRAIN VEHICLES, AND STREET LEGAL 4X4 VEHICLES. THE UNIT IS CLOSED TO 
AIRBOAT USE. 

6. THE DEEP LAKE UNIT IS OPEN TO HUNTING AND CLOSED TO ALL OFF-ROAD VEHICLE 
USE. 

Tha followlnQ table Indicates what type/manner of publlo use Is allowed In tht Jptcifie mantlgerMnt units of the 
C N I I P dllf M A Big ;ypreu at on• reaerve/Wll • enaae~nt rea • 

MANAGEM~NT UNIT TYPE OF USE 

HUNTING AIRBOATS BUQQIES ATV/ATC STREET LEGAL 
WITH O~V P&RMIT WITH OAV PERMIT WITH ORV PERMiT 4X4 

Wn'l.t flAV I>~I'!MIT 

STAI~STEPS • ·NO NO NO ·NO NO ' I 

l.OOP NO NO NO NO NO ! 
I 

COAN OANCE! YES NO. YES YES YES I 
Bl!AA ISLAND YES NO YES YES YES 

QN OIICION ... T£0 T~AI\.t ON OUIONATIC> ,.. .... ~. ON O"ION.O.TIO l'IIAOLI 
ONI.V ONLV ONLV 

TURNER AIVER YES NO YES YES YES 

DEEP LAKE YES NO NO / NO NO 

ONLY PROPERTY OWNERs OF RECORD MAY ACCESS THEIR PROPERTY VIA THE MOST DIRECT ROUTE TO ANt 
FROM A RliCOGNIZeC ACCESS POINT TO THE PROPER1Y. Al.L GUESTS TO A PROPERiY MUST BE ACCOMPANIE: 
BY AN OWNER OF A.ECORO. 

THIS TEMPORARY CLOSURE OOES NOT AFFECT THE OPERATION OF OFF· ROAD VEHICLES ON PRIVATI 
PROPERlY. 

AL.L OFF-ROAO VEHICLES MUST BE REGISTERED INITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE! ANC HAVE A BIG OYPRES 
ORV PERMIT TO OPERATE WITHIN BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE. PERMITS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE Bt< 
CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVe VISITOR CENTER BE'IWEEN THE HOURS OF a:ao A.M. AND 4:ao P.M., seve: 
DAYS A WEEK. 

AODITIONAL INFORMATION CAN BE OSTAINEC BY CONTACTING THE CHIEF RANGER'S OFFICE! AT 813.S9o-20CO 

EXTENSION 17. riib \.).) ~(>.'-"-- ~. ~1\ () 
AU'fHOR\'l'<: 1\TLE 36 CFR 1.6(0)(1) ~ WALLACE A. HlllllARO. SUPE~NDEN 
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Appendix A. Continued 

BIG CYPRESS· NATIONAL PRESERVE 
ATTENTION HUNTERS AND.OFF~ROAD VEHICLE OWNERS 

. THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE HAS ESTABLISHED EUBIHEB PUBLIC USE 
LIMITS AND CONTROLS UNTIL WATERS RECEDE TO ACCEPTABLE.LEVELS. 

EFFECTIVE 12:01 .A.M. NOVEMBER 23 1 1994 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE: 

1. THE STAIRSTEPS, CORNDANCE, TURNER RIVER, AND LOOP ROAD UNITS WILL 
· BE CLOSED TO HUNTING AND OFF-ROAD VEHICLE USE. 

2. TH~ BEAR ISLAND UNIT WILL BE OPEN TO HUNTING. YOU MAY USE BUGGIES, 
ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES, AND STREET LEGAL 4X4 VEHICLES. THE UNIT IS 
CLQSEO TO AIRBOAT USE. 

3. THE DEEP LAKE UNIT IS OPEN TO BOW-HUNTING AND CLOSED TO AL.l. OFF· 
ROAD VEHICLE USE. 

MANAGEMENT UNIT TYPE OF USE 

HUNTING AIRBOATS BUGGIES. ATV/ATC S'J'~EET I.E<JAL 
WITH ORV PiRMIT WITH ORV PERMIT WITH ORV PeRMIT 4X4 

WITH ORV !'!liMIT 

STAIRSTEPS NO NO NO NO NO 

LOQP ROAD NO NO NO NO NO 

CORNOANCE NO NO NO NO NO 

BEAJ:\ ISLAND YES NO YES YES YES 
ON DESIGNA no TJWI.S ON D!ai<INAY'O TRJJI.S ON ClUIONA TIO TJWI.S 

ONLV ONLV ON~V 

TURNER RIVER. NO NO NO NO NO 

DEEP LAKE YES NO NO NO . NO 

ONLY PROPERTY OWNERS OF RECORD MAY ACCESS THEIR PROPERTY VIA THE MOST 
DIRECT ROUTE TO AND FROM A RECOGNIZED ACCESS. ALL GUESTS TO A PROPERTY MUST 
BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE LAND OWNER. 

INDIVIDUALS THAT HAVE TEMPORARY HUNTING CAMPS SET UP FOR THE HUNTING 
SEASON CAN CALL (813)695-41 1 ~. . . BETWEEN 8:30A.M. TO 4:00P.M., SeVEN DAYS 
A WEEK TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE PROPERTY. 

THIS TEMPORARY CLOSURE DOES NOT AFFECT THE OPERATION OF OFF-ROAD VEHICLES 
ON PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

-ALL OFF-ROAD VEHICLES MUST BE REGISTERED WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SeRVICE AND 
HAVE A BIG CYPRESS ORV PERMIT TO OPERATE WITHIN.BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL 
PRESERVE. PERMITS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE VISITOR 
CENTER BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:30A.M. AND 4:00P.M., SEVEN DAYS A WEEK. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED BY CALLING THE PRESERVE 
HEADQUARTERS (813)695·2000 EXTENSION 1 0~ 

~IIT~nFUTY: TlTL.E 36 CFR 1. 5(al(1) WAL.LACE A. HIBBARD, ~UPERlNTENOENT 
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Appendix B. Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area Regulations, 1994-95. 

BIG CYPRESS 
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 

AREA 
(565,848 acres) 

Dade, Collier and Monroe counties 

c:J CORN DANCE UNIT 

[Z:JB TURNER RIVER UNIT 

1:-:-:-:-:·:l BEAR ISLAND UNIT 

t:-.--·_j l.OOP ROAD UNIT 
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This brochure .ls designed to provide the public with Information and a 
summary or regula dons per1alnlng to huntlnt and other recreational use on 
the Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area. To make It euler to leam 
aboul rqulaUon chances on this aru, rrplaUons that are new or dln'er 
subslantlal17 from last year are shown In bold prlnl Are2 usen still should 
bmiti.arize themselves with all regulations for the area. For the exact 
wordinJ ol the wildlife laws and regulations., sec Aotida Game and Fresh 
Water F'ISh Commission's wildlife code on file with the Secretary o( State and 

state libraries. This brochure and the quota hunt application Corm should 
provide the Information necess.ary for you to plan your hunting activities. For 
Information perutinins; to hunting on private lands and trappin&, consult the 
current Florida Huntins; Handbook and Guidelines for the Taking of 

Furbearin& Animab in Florida. These publications are available from any 
Commission office as well .as county ax collectors and their subagents. 

PERMIT, STAMP AND UCENSE INFORMATION: 
Pcnons utillzlna the wildlife management areas are required to have 

appropriate licenses, stamps and permits for hunting and/or rishlnJ. florida 
residents who are 65 years of age or older and residents certified toll try and 
permanently disabled may obtain exemption certincatcs for most licenses, 
stamps and pennits from the county tax collector. Hunt en under ag:e 16 and 
Florida residents In the U.S. Armed Forces, not stationed in Florida and 
home on leave with orders in pos.session are exempt from m0$t permit, stamp 
and license requirements on this area. 

Unless exempted, each hunter on this wildlife man11sement area must 
h.aYC the followinc In his possession and display them upon request of any 
Commission employee. 

1. Hunting Ucense; Aotid.a hunting licenses may be purchased (rom 
officts of county tax collectors or their subagents. Information on the 
cateeoties and costs of huntine licenses is available in the florida Huntine 
H>ndbook. 

2. Wildlife Management Area Stamp: This $15.00 stamp may be 
purehued from county tax coltcctors or their suba~Cnts. 

3. Quota Permits: A n<H:CJSt regular quota hunt permit is required to 
hunt on the Bear Island, Stairsteps. Loop Road, Corn Dance. Turner River 
and Deep Lake units of this wildlire managem~t area November 12 throuch 
lO, November ll through 27 and December l4 through January 1 of the 
gencr:al gun season. A no-o::»t special quou hunt permit is required to hunt 
on the Bear Island Unit from October 8 through 16 of the muzzleloading g:un 
season. 

A daily hunt permit (available at the check station) is required for 
hun tins each day during non-quota periods or general gun and mu:a.lcloading 
gun seasons on the Bear Island Unit (no exemptions). There are 200 daily 
hunt permits available on a first<eme, first .-served basis at the check station. 

Rerular quota permits arc avail.abtc in the following numbers by 
management unit: Bear Island 200, Stairsteps 1,000, Deep Lake 200, Corn 
Dance 300, Turner River SOO and Loop Road 250. There arc 200 special 
quota permits available for the muzzlcloading gun hunt in the Bear Island 
Unit. 
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Regular and special quoll hunt permit applications an: available (rom 
a>unty t.u collectors or their subagents on or about June 1. To apply for 
either pennlt, obtain a regular or special quota hunt application and follow 
the printed instructions. 

Transfer or Permits-Quota hunt and antlerk:ss deer permits an: 
transferable, except that any Cll:cmpt permit is transfenble only to another 
c:rempt penon. The s.ale or purch.uc of any quota permit or antlerlcss dea 
permit b prohibited. 

-4. Archery Slimp: This SS.OO stamp is ttquin::d when hunting during 
any archery season outside of the South Zone ceneral gun season c1ates. This 
stamp may be purchased from county ax collectors or their subl!lgcnu... 

S. MU721eloading Gun Stamp: This SS.OO sllmp is required when 
hunting during the muzzlcloading run season. This st.amp is available (rom 
county tax collectors or their subagents. 

6. Wild Turkey Stamp: Thl& $5.00 alamp is required i( hunting turkeys 
and may be purchased (rom county tax oollectON or their suhllcenu... 

7. State WaterfoYo'l Stamp: This $3.00 stamp is required while hunting 
ducks and may be purchased from counl)' w collectors or their subagents.. 

8. Federal Duct Stamp: Any hunter 16 years or age or older must 
possess a federal duct stamp while hunting duds. This S15.00 stamp is 
available at post offices. 

9. National Part Service OIT-Road Vehicle Registration Permit: Any 
vehicle used ofT roads on the Bi& Cypress Wildli(e Management Aro dull 
have a Nations! Park Service registration. This includes any 4-whed-drive 
vehicle havin& a euiTent license plate. The National Part ~tvice oCT-road 
vehicle registration permit is available at the Oasis Rancer Station. Call Cor 
more lnformati~n: (813) 695-4111 or (813) 695-2000. 

BAG AND POSSESSION UMITS: 
1. Deer, wild hop and bearded turkeys-Daily limit 1, season limit 2 for 

e~ch came species (all hunts combined). 
2 Gray iquirrel, quail or rabbit-Daily Umit 12, pocr.es.sioa limit 24, for 

each came species. 
3. Raccoon, opossum, armadillo, beaver, coyote; skunk and nutria-No 

bag limit. 
.C. Migratory came blnh-5ec Migntory Game Bird Hunting 

Retylations pamphlet. 

CENERAL WILDUFE MANAGEMENT AREA REGUUTIONS: 
In addition to the regul.ations which follow, .all reneral Laws and 

regulations rdatinc to wild animal life or freshwater squ.t~tic li(e shall apply 
unless specifically aeepted for this wildlire management area. Hunting or 
the tatJnc or wildlife or fish on this arc2 ihall be allowed only during the 
open seasons and in the manner set forth herein. 

1. Driving a metal object into any tree or hunting from a tree: into 
which a metal object has been driven is prohibited. 

2.. Constructlnz or uec:tlna: a permacecl or semJ-pennan~ct structurt 
ls prohfblt.cd. 

3. It is illeg.al to cut or damage cattle fences.. 
4. Wild hogs may not be transported aiM:.. 



Appendix B. Continued 

5. Fln::s arc: permilled only on dc:si~ated campln& areas or in back 
country campsites and must be completely extinguished prior to the UKr 

leaving the campsite. 
6. It is unlawful Cor any person to leave any garbage or refuse or in any 

YnY Iiller in the m.anaccmcnt area. 
7. Hunters usin& the Bear Island Unit lhall enter and exit ONLY 

throu&h the designated entry ~nt at the north end o( Turner River Road. 
8. Entcrinc any fenced area within the Jetport area U. prohibited. 
9. The wanton or \\illful waste of wildlife is prohibited. 

10. The removal oC any plant i.s prohibited. 
11. The head and evidence oC sex may not be removed from the carcass 

of any deer on the area. Ponions o( the carcass may be removed 
immediately prior to cook.inJ. 

12. No ~n shall release any wildli!e on this wildli!c management . ...,.. 
13. II is illc&al to hunt over bait or place any bait or other food for 

wildli!c: on this wildlife m.an.agcmc:nt area. 
14. Taklnc rox is prohibhed. 
IS. Taking !ax squirrel is prohibited. 
16. T.aking .any turkey while it is on the roo:st ls prohibited. 
17. Killing swimmint deer is prohibited. • 
18. Taking or attempting to Lake 1ame witll the a.id of live decoys, traps. 

snares., oet.t. drugs, light.s or recorded game calls is prollibited. 
19. Arty penon bunt in& deer or accompanyin& another\pc:rson hun tins 

deer shall wear at least 500 square inches oC daylight Ouorcscent orange 
material above the waistline as an outer gannent This is not required when 
bunting during an archcry-onty season. 

20. Deer and turkey may be dismembered in the field or camp, but each 
portion Jhall have a ur: acnxed to it identifying the name, address and 
hunting license number of the person wllo tilled it; the date and location at 
which is was La ken; and sh.aU be readily traceable to the portion o( the animal 
bearln& the s.cx identification. 

GUNS OR DOCS, 
p-.. 21. The usc or poucssion or a loaded firearm while under the lnOucnce 
)0 of alcoholic beverages, chemical subsunces or controlled substances is 

prohibi<cd (F.S. 790.151). 
22. Hunting with gun and lir;ht is prollibited. 
23. Huntin& wildlife or the dispby or usc oC a gun in a manner apable 

of uk.ing wildlife on or !rom the ri&htJ.-oC-way of County Roads 837, 839, 
841, St.lte Roads S4, 94, U.S. 41 and Bums Road is prohibited. 

24. The use of guns other than muz:tleloading guns or bow and IJ'I"'W 

in the Deep Lake Unit is prohibited. 
25. Authoriz.ed hunting equipment or dogs may be taken onto the area 

after 8 a.m. one day before the opening of the hunt and shall be removed 
from the area before: 6 p.m. one day aller the bunt. 

26. For takin& non-mi&ratory ~:ame, only shot~:uns, riOa, pistols, 
lon&bows (including compound and recurved bows), c.roubows (during the 
gener2l 'un hunt only) oc birda of prq may be: used. 

27. For bunting deer, muzz.Jeloading guru firing a single bullet must be 
at least .40 caliber; those firin& two or more balls must be 20 cauce or larger. 

28. Hunting deer with Cull-jacketed bullcu. or any rimrire canridge Is 
prohibited. 

29. Fully automatic firearms, silencer-equipped firearms, center!ire 
semi-automatic riOa having a mae:azinc capable of holding more than five 
rounds, explosive or drug-injecting devices and setguns arc prohibited. 

30. Guns or dogs arc allowed only during period.\ in which their usc (or 
buntin& Ls allowed. 

31. Children under the a&e o( 16 may noc be in pouession oC a firearm 
unless in the presence of a supervising adult. 

32 The poucssion oC any firearm containlnc shelLs or cartridges or any 
c.apped or primed mll221eloading gun Ls prohibited at campsites or check 
statiotu. The discharge of Circ.anm is prohibited on, from or acros.s any 
campsite or check sution. 

33. Hunting deer or bop With dogs Ls prohibited. AU dop are 
prohibited in the Loop Road and D«:p Lake uniLL The poueu.ion of dop 
cwtomarily used for hunting (other than bird dop and waterfowl retricven) 
is prohibiled during any period. 

34. No person shall allow any do& to pursue or molest wildlife during 
any period in which hunting with dop is prohibited. 

35. No person shall posses.s any dog during any pc:riod in which the 
tak.ing of wildlife by the: use of do:s is prohibited, except that dop not 
normally used for hunting and kept under restraint may be fXlSSCSSCd. 

VEIIICI.E& 
NOTICE: You arc strongly encouraged 10 contact the Big Cypress National 
Pr<Serve office, Soar Rou<e, Box 110, HCR 61, Ochopee, FL 3:3943 (813) 
695-2000 rer;ardin&: vehicle use rerulations prior to your usc of the preserve. 

36. AJI vehicles, including airboaa, used orr roads shall have a National 
Park Service oCr-road vehicle registration permit. Sec Permit, Stamp and 
Uccnse Requirements Cor more in(onnation. 

37. Vehicles shall not be parked in such 1 manner u to obstruct roads, 
gates, trails or firclanes. 

38. Vehicle aeccu or usc for the purposes oC huntlnlt fishin& or Crouing 
is prohibited except by all-tcmin vehicles with 3 or more rubber tiro, the 
front tin:(s) of which shall be at least 7 inches Wide and the rear lira of 
whkb must be: .at least 9 inches wide, and other vehicles with three or more 
rubber tires oC 9-incb minimum width. Nrboat.s arc permitted except in the 
Bear Island, Deep Like and Loop Road unil.!. Vehicle~ are prohibited on 
Loop Road and Deep Lake units. In management units other than Deep 
Lake and Loop Road Units vehicles shall not be operated orr designated 
roads and tnils or outside designated vehicle ac.ccss areas; however, If vehicle 
access trails or areu h.avc not been designated, vehicles may be operated 
throughout the unit. 

39. All airboats used Cor takin&: wildlife, Crop or flsh or Cor other 
recreational use must Oy aa on~nge nag at least 10 inches wide by 12 inches 
long at least 10 feet aboYe the boUom olthe vc:ssd. 

40. Only vchiclc::s equipped with pneumatic tiro may be operated on 
Jetport Road. Parkin' on the paved portion oC Jetport Road is prohibited. 

41. Vehicular ust by the public on Eleven-Mile Road or the Florida Trail 
is prohibited. Vehicles may cross Eleven-Mile Road at designated and 
marked points only. Maps showing the location of crossings over Eleven­
Mile Road are available at the Oasis Ranger Station. 

42. No motor vehicle shall be operated on any pan of the wildlife 
management area designated and poslcd as "CLOSED" because of inclement 
weather, poor road conditions, construction, mana&ement activilic:s or wildlife 
surveys. 

CAMPING' 
43. Camping on the Bear Island Unit is permitted only at designated 

cam~»ites by the use or tent.s, trailcn or self-propelled camping vehicles. 
Campint is permilled on desirnated campsites on other units. Primitive 
camping is not limited to dcsi&natcd ampsites except on Bear Island. 

CHECK STATIONS• 
44. HuntetJ shall check in and out at a designated check station when 

cnterin& the area and check out at the same check station when exiting the 
area. A check station pass, issued at the check: station, shall be retained In 
possession whik: hunting. 

45. All game taken must be checked and tagged at a check: station prior 
to removal rrom the area. It is important that as much of the animal as 
pos.sible remains intact and that it be: brou&hl to the check station as soon 
as possible. Important biological data are obtained Crorn the Collowin& 
animals or animal parts: deer (head, heart, kidney, liver), hog (head), turkey 
(wings and tail). If the animal Ls processed In the field, the above items 
should be brought to the check station along with the meat. Deer jawbones 
shall be saved and brought to the check station. 

46. No person shall enter or ait the area north of 1·75 by any route 
except via the north end of Turner River Road throue:h the Bear Island 
check station or at other dcsi&nated entry poinu. alon& 1-7.S. 

SEARCH' 
<C7. A Wildlite oCCicer may sean:h any camp, vehicle or boat when he 

reuonably believes a viola lion has been committed. 

ARCHERY• 
September J throu&}l October 2, in all uniu. and N011ember 12·through 
January 1 in the Deep Lake Unit only. 

Permit, Stamp and License Requircments--Huntina license, wildlife 
management area stamp, archery stamp (not required November 12-January 
1 In Deep Lake Unit). State and Ccderal waterf~l stamps (if bunting 
ducks). Quota hunt permits (see No. 3 under Permit, Stamp and Uccnsc 
Information). 

Legal to Take-Deer with one or more antlers at least five inches in lenr;th 
visible above the hairline, wild hots with a shoulder height or IS inches or 
more, gny squirrel, quail, n~bbit, opossum, nccoon, beaver, coyote, 
armadillo, skunk: and nutrU. 

Rc&ulations Unique to the Archery Hunt--In addition to these regulations, 
all Gcnen.l Wildlife Management Area Regulations shall apply. 

1. Possession or firearms or c:rocsbows ia prohibited, except that during 
the early duck season shot&uns arc permitted Cor duck hunting on all units 
except Bear Island and Deep Lake. 

2 The tnnsporution or archery equipment on airboats is prohibited. 

MUZZLELOADINC GUN' 
October a throu&h 1J, except in the Deep Lake Unit. 

Permit, Stamp and Ucense Requirements--Huntin& lice~. Wildlife 
management area stamp, mUZl.leloadins &Un stamp, and special quota permit 
(if hunting on the Bear Island Unit durin& the Ont 9 days), dalty permit 
(after first 9 days in Bear Island Unit). 

Legal to Take-Deer with one or more antlcn at least five inches in length 
visible above the hairline, wild hop with a shoulder height of 15 inches or 
more, g;ray squirrel, quail, rabbit, opouum, raccoon, beaver, coyote, 
armadillo, skunk and nutria. 

Regulations Unique to the Muzz.leloading Gun Hunt: In addition to these 
regulations., all General Wildlife Mana&ement Area Rqulatlons shall apply. 

l. Only muzzleloadinJ cuns are allowed. 
2. The transportation of muzzleloading equipment on airboats iJ 

prohibited. 

GENERAL GUN: 
N011cmbcr 1l through January 1, except in the Deep Uke Unit 

Permit, Stamp and License Requirements-Hunlin& license, wildlire 
mana,emc:nt area stamp, regular quot.a bunt permit (if hunting during 
designated quota periods, see Permit, Stamp and Uce~ Information), daily 
hunt permit required on Bear Island Unit i( hunting during non-quota 
periods, state and federal waterfowl stamps (if hunting ducks) and wild 
turkey stamp (if hunting turkeys). 

Ler;alto Tak:c--Dcer with one or more .antlen at least five inches in length 
visible above the hairline, wild hogs with a shoulder hd&ht o( 15 inches or 
more, gray squirrel, quail, rabbit, opouum, raccoon, beaver, coyote, 
armadillo, skunk, nutria. Bearded turkeys or JObblen may be taken only on 
the Com Dance, Turner River and Loop Road uniLL 

Regulations Unique to the General Gun Hunt-All General Wildlife 
M.anagement Area Regulations shall apply and bird dogs and retricvc:n are 
permitted except in Loop Road and Deep Lake units. 

SMALL CAME. 
January 2 through February a. 

Permit, Stamp and Ucense Rc:quin:menu--Huntins license, wildlife 
management area stamp. State and federal waterfowl stamps (if hunting 
ducks). 

Legal to Tak:e-Gray squirrel, quail, rabbit, opossum, raccoon, beaver, 
coyote, armadillo, skunk: and nutria. 

Regulations Unique to the Small Game Hunt·-ln addition to these 
regulations, all General Wildlife Management Area Regulations shall apply. 

1. The pos.scs.sion of centerfire rifles i.s prohibited. 
2. The use or guns other than munlcloading suns or bow and arrow 

in the Deep Lake unit ls prohibited. 
3. Bird dogs and waterfowl retrieven arc permitted, except In the Loop 

Road and Deep Lake units. 

SPRING TURKEYo 
March 4 through April 9. 

Permit, Stamp and Ucense Requirements-Huntin& license, wildlife 
management area st.amp and wild turkey stamp. 

Legal to Take--Bearded turk~ or gobblen. 
Regulations Unique to the Spring Turkey Hunt-In addition to these 

regulations, all General Wildlife Management Area Regulations shall apply. 
1. Legal shootin& hours are one-hal( hour before sunrise untill p.m. 
2. The usc of guns other than muzzJeloading &:uns or bow and arrow 

in the Deep Lake unit is prohibited. 
3. No penon shall poueu any dog, except that dop n01 normally wed 

for hunting and kept under restraint may be possessed. 

MIGRATORY CAME BIRDSo 
Mourning doves, white-winged doves, snipe, ducks, coots, woodcock and 

crows may be hunted during seasons established Cor thc:sc: species which 

coincide with the muzz.Jeloading gun, general gun and small pme hunu. 
Ducks may also be taken during the early duck season (except in the Bear 
Island and Deep Lake units). 

Permit, Stamp and Ucens.e Requirements-Hunting license, wildlir~ 

mana,ement area sump. State and rederal waterfowl stamP- (ir huntin' 
ducks). Quota permit ir hunting durinc any designated quota period. 

Legal to Take--Sec Mi&ratory Game Bird Hunting Regulations pamphlet. 
Regulations Unique to Migratory Game Birds--Sec Mi&ratory Game Bird 

Huntin& Regulations pamphlet. In addition to t.hese regulations, all wildlife 
management area regulations contained in this pamphlet shall apply and the 
usc of lead shot tor Lakin& ducks and coots is prohibited. 

FISHING AND FROGC1NG: 
Pcnnltted throughout the year. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGULATIONS• 
This area is 1 national preserve. All of these Big Cypress National Preserve 
rqulations shall apply. For funher information, contact the. Bi& Cypress 
National Prcs.crve Office, S~r Route, Sea: 110, HCR 61 Ochopee, Florida 
3:39-43, (813) 695-2000. 

1. Arry penon hunting or accompanyin& another penon huntin1 any 
game durinc the muzzlc:loader and general gun season shall wear at least SOO 
square inches of daylight nuocesccnt orange material above the waistline as 
an outer garment. This U not required when hunting waterfowl or turkey or 
durin& an archery only season or in an archery only unit Turkey hunten are 
required to wear Ouoresccnt oranr:e to and from the blind during Jenera! eun 
season. 

2. Ally open container of an alcoholic beverage Ls prohibited in or on 
aU motor vehicles, including off-road vehicles. 

3. Loaded weapons cannot be carried inion 1 motor vehicle, including 
orr-road vehicles. Weapons in a vehicle must be packed, cased or stored, not 
available for ready usc. · 

4. Weapons cannot be dlschargcd from a motor vehicle, including off· 
road vehicles. A weapon may, however, be discharged from an airboat when 
the vessel is not under power and is stopped. 

.S. All private property owners in the preserve are required to obtain a 
burning permit from the National Park Service prior to conducting any bum 
on their property. Permits can be obtained by calling (813) 69S--4111 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. daily. 

6. Constructing a building or other structure is prohibited. 
7. Vehicles are prohibited on the Florida Trail. 
8. The preserve is dosed to the viewin& or wildlife with an artificial 

light. Frogginc is pennitted. 

GENERAL INFORMATION, 
1. Small tracts of private property ace located Within the boundary o( 

the wildlife management area, These lands may be sx=-ted against trespass 
and should not be considered as part or the wildlife management area. 

2. 1t is unlawful for any person born on or after June 1, 1975 to take 
wild animal life with the use of a bow or firearm in this 1tatc without having 
fiBt successfully completed a CommWion-approved hunter safety cours.e. 

3. 1C you have any questions; about this material, please call the Gam~ 
and Fresh Water F'1Sh Commis.sion al (407) 640-6100 {(800) 955..8771 
(TDD)l. 

COOPERATION REQUESTED, 

Plea1< do not dbeluJr;e fir=ms al anything olha than 1<ga1 game while in 
a wildlife matUJgemt:nl tJr(4. Target practice and random di.st:.harge of fireamu 
/uJy.e becomt incrtasint thrcaLt to 1M quoliry of W hwuing apt:rim.ce. 

PLEASE DO NOT L!ITER. TAKE TRASH Ol!T WITH YOU. 
In r«Dtl )'e'Dn, Ul10ulhoriud and uncOIUTOIJul JVu how ~au..red ~ 

d.amase 10 tvta wildlife ~ wildlife Mbium. Con~rolled .firu are IH:Mficial 
only whc1 they QT't of tJv propa me and location, and k¥u:n area condirWtu 
are mllab/e. UNCONTROLLED FIRES DO NOT BENEFIT WILDLIFE. 
Plea.s>e we caution Wl'lh cDmpfou, Sl"11(.))dng 11Ullt:riOI.s and '-'Chic/a 10 prcvou 
damage 10 wildlife habitau. 

"l"M U.S. DepartmDU of 1M Interior prohibi/3 dberiminalion on the baJis of 
roc e. color, national origin. agt, xr or Jumdjcap. If you bclim rJtai you how 
bem discrimbuJud against in (JIJY proyam, acrivir;y or faciliry a1 dacribcd 
abow, or if you duin .furtM:r infonnJJtion, plUUtt 'Mile to: 1M Office for 
HwrstJn Ruourea, U.S. Full lJ11d Wildlife Service, ~pmtmml of 1M lruai«, 
W<Uhinpon, D.C 20Ua 

The project described in tJW publication i.J parr of o proyom funtkd by 
feduol dollan wuia the Wildlife R<s1orlllkm ACl Fedual fwu!.s fX1Y 
S2,3J5,783, or 74 pae<TII af the cost of the f'I'OV""'-



Appendix c. Deer survey data, Big Cypress National Preserve, 1984-
1994. 

Table A. Number of deer tracks observed by transect, Monument/Corn 
Dance Unit, 1985-91. 

Survey Transect Day Total Mean 
Date Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

May 1 2 1 4 7 2.3 

1985 2 4 3 2 9 3.0 

3 1 2 3 6 2.0 

4 2 1 1 4 1.3 

5 2 0 1 3 1.0 

6 8 6 7 21 7.0 

7 2 4 ,3 9 3.0 

8 4 1 1 6 2.0 

9 0 2 2 4 1.3 

10 3 1 4 8 2.7 

77 2.6 

May 1 1 3 3 0 3 4 3 17 2.4 

1986 2 4 7 7 5 5 1 3 32 4.6 

3 3 0 1 1 3 4 4 16 2.3 

4 2 1 3 1 1 4 2 14 2.0 

5 2 3 3 5 3 4 7 27 3.9 

6 4 4 4 5 2 5 3 27 3.9 

7 1 6 3 6 2 3 1 22 3.1 

8 1 3 3 2 2 0 2 13 1.9 

9 2 2 4 5 1 3 2 19 2.7 

10 1 1 0 3 3 1 3 12 1.7 

199 2.9 

49 



Appendix c . , Table A. continued 

Survey Transect Day Total Mean 
Date Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

May 1 2 2 0 3 13 7 27 4.5 

1987 2 0 10 7 8 7 5 37 6.2 

3 2 11 6 4 6 6 35 5.8 

4 2 6 9 5 12 3 37 6.2 

5 5 8 4 3 6 6 32 5.3 

6 4 0 2 1 8 4 19 3.2 

7 1 1 0 1 3 0 6 1.0 

8 0 2 2 2 3 3 12 2.0 

9 3 2 3 3 1 0 12 2.0 

10 1 1 3 1 6 4 16 2.7 

233 3.9 

May 1 5 5 7 4 21 5.3 

1988 2 3 3 5 6 17 4.3 

3 4 1 1 3 9 2.3 

4 3 3 4 0 10 2.5 

5 4 6 7 3 20 5.0 

6 2 2 1 2 0 3 10 1.7 

7 3 0 4 4 3 4 18 3.0 

8 2 3 3 0 3 4 15 2.5 

9 2 2 2 1 3 4 14 2.3 

10 3 7 4 3 3 5 25 6.3 

159 3.2 
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Appendix c . , Table A. continued 

Survey Transect Day Total Mean 

Date Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

May 1 7 4 1 4 3 19 3.8 

1989 2 7 2 2 3 0 14 2.8 

3 5 3 2 3 3 16 3.2 

4 4 3 3 5 3 18 3.6 

5 2 4 2 2 2 12 2.4 

6 3 2 1 4 6 16 3.2 

7 4 2 3 0 2 11 2.2 

8 3 2 0 1 2 8 1.6 

9 3 3 1 2 0 9 1.8 

10 3 3 2 3 3 14 2.8 

137 2.7 

May 1 3 4 4 6 6 5 28 4.7 

1990 2 5 7 6 3 5 1 27 4.5 

3 3 3 4 1 1 3 15 2.5 

4 2 1 2 4 2 3 14 2.3 

5 3 4 4 2 2 2 17 2.8 

6 3 3 2 5 4 2 19 3.2 

7 5 2 3 3 5 3 21 3.5 

8 1 3 1 7 3 4 19 3.2 

9 1 4 4 7 5 1 22 3.7 

10 3 3 3 4 4 4 21 3.5 

203 3.4 
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Appendix C . , Table A. continued 

Survey Transect Day Total Mean 
Date Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

June 1 6 3 2 5 16 4.0 

1991 2 6 7 2 5 20 5.0 

3 0 1 0 0 1 0.3 

4 5 1 3 2 11 2.8 

5 4 2 1 8 15 3.8 

6 8 5 2 2 17 4.3 

7 2 2 0 1 5 1.3. 

8 0 1 1 1 3 0.8 

9 1 3 1 8 13 3.3 

10 3 6 2 3 14 3.5 

115 2.9 
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Appendix c. Continued 

Table B. Number of deer observed per mile during aerial surveys of the eastern Stairsteps unit, 
1984-1994. 

Survey Transect Left Right Total Average 
Number Observer Observer Deer Deer/mile 

Pre-hunt 1 0 10 10 1.03 

August 1984 2 0 3 3 0.31 

3 1 2 3 0.31 

4 0 2 2 0.21 

18 0.46 

Pre-hunt 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.16 

August 1985 2 3 2 5 0.81 

3 0 2 2 0.27 

4 6 9 15 1.72 

5 3 0 3 0.30 

6 1 4 5 0.51 

7 4 2 6 0.54 

8 (62) 1 3 4 0.36 

41 0.64 (b) 

Post-hunt 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

February 1986 2 0 1 1 0.16 

3 2 1 3 0.40 

4 4 4 8 0.92 

5 2 2 4 0.40 

6 2 3 5 0.51 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 1 2 3 0.27 

24 0.38 (c) 
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Appendix C., Table B. continued 

Survey Transect Left Right Total Average 
Number Observer Observer deer Deer/mile 

Pre-hunt 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

August 1986 2 0 1 1 0.16 

(1 of 2) 3 0 7 7 0.95 

4 2 5 7 0.80 

5 2 0 2 0.20 

6 2 0 2 0.20 

7 0 3 3 0.27 

8 (62) 3 3 6 0.54 

28 0.44 (d) 

Pre-hunt 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.16 

August 1986 2 2 0 2 0.32 

(2 of 2) 4 7 9 16 1.83 

5 0 3 3 0.30 

6 0 2 2 0.20 

7 1 1 2 0.18 

8 (62) 3 4 7 0.63 

33 0.52 (e) 

Post-hunt 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

February 1987 2 0 0 0 0.00 

3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 4 3 7 0.80 

5 4 0 4 0.40 

6 3 2 5 0.51 

7 3 0 3 0.27 

8 (62) 6 0 6 0.54 

25 0.39 (t) 
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Appendix c., Table B. continue 

Survey Transect Left Right Total Average 
Number Observer Observer Deer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

May 1987 2 2 0 2 0.32 

(1 of 2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 0 1 1 0.11 

5 0 0 0 0.00 

6 0 0 0 0.00 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 0 1 1 0.09 

4 0.06 (g) 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

May 1987 2 0 0 0 0.00 

(2 of 2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 1 0 1 0.11 

5 0 0 0 0.00 

6 1 0 1 0.10 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 0 0 0 0.00 

2 0.03 (h) 

Annual 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.22 

May 1988 2 3 0 3 0.42 

3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 8 4 12 1.45 

5 3 2 5 0.59 

6 4 0 4 0.41 

7 10 4 14 1.35 

8 (62) 6 6 12 1.16 

51 0. 77 (i) 
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Appendix c .. , Table B. continued 

Survey Transect Left Right Total Average 
Number Observer Observer Deer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 9 9 1.96 

June 1989 2 5 0 5 0.70 

3 2 3 5 0.67 

4 9 13 22 2.66 

5 3 2 5 0.59 

6 0 2 2 0.20 

7 2 0 2 0.19 

8 (62) 10 4 14 1.35 

64 0.96 (j) 

Annual 1 (55) 1 0 1 0.20 

June 1990 2 3 0 3 0.41 

3 0 3 3 0.38 

4 6 4 10 1.24 

5 0 3 3 0.37 

6 2 1 3 0.32 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 0 0 0 0.00 

23 0.35 (k) 

Annual 1 (55) 0 2 .2 0.40 

June 1991 2 2 1 3 0.41 

(1 of 2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 4 6 10 1.24 

5 0 1 1 0.12 

6 2 3 5 0.54 

7 1 0 1 0.10 

8 (62) 3 4 7 0.71 

29 0.44 (l) 
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Appendix c., Table B. continued 

Survey Transect Left Right Total Average 
Number Observer Observer Deer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1991 2 0 1 1 0.14 

(2 of 2) 3 1 1 2 0.26 

4 6 2 8 0.99 

5 0 1 1 0.12 

6 5 2 7 0.75 

7 2 3 5 0.51 

8 (62) 3 2 5 0.51 

29 0.44 (m) 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1992 2 2 7 9 1.24 

(1 of 2) 3 0 2 2 0.26 

4 0 1 1 0.12 

5 0 1 1 0.12 

6 2 2 4 0.21 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 0 0 0 0.00 

15 0.23 (n) 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1992 2 0 1 1 0.14 

(2of 2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 0 1 1 0.12 

5 1 0 1 0.12 

6 0 0 0 0.00 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 0 0 0 0.00 

3 0.05 (o) 
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Appendix c., Table B. continued 

Survey Transect Left Right Total Average 
Number Observer Observer Deer Deer/mile 

Annual 1 (55) 0 1 1 0.20 

June 1993 2 0 0 0 0.00 

(1 of 2) 3 0 2 2 0.25 

4 6 0 6 0.75 

5 0 10 10 1.21 

6 0 3 3 0.33 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 0 2 2 0.22 

24 0.37 (p) 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1993 2 0 0 0 0.00 

(2 of 2) 3 1 0 1 0.12 

4 1 0 1 0.12 

5 1 5 6 0.72 

6 0 0 0 0.00 

7 0 0 0 0.00 

8 (62) 1 0 1 0.11 

9 0.14 (q) 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 0 0.00 

June 1994 2 0 0 0 0.00 

(1 of 2) 3 0 0 0 0.00 

4 0 6 6 0.75 

5 0 0 0 0.00 

6 1 0 1 0.11 

7 1 0 1 0.10 

8 (62) 4 0 4 0.41 

12 0.18 (r) 
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Appendix c,., Table B. continued 

Survey Transect Left Right Total 
Number Observer Observer Deer 

Annual 1 (55) 0 0 

June 1994 2 0 0 

(2 of 2) 3 0 0 

4 1 0 

5 1 2 

6 3 1 

7 2 5 

8 (62) 1 0 

(a) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .46 deer/72. 7 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/158 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .46 deer/72.7 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/79 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .46 deer/72.7 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/63 acres. 

(b) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .64 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 

1 deer I 124 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .64 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 

1 deer/62 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .64 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/50 acres. 

(c) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .38 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/209 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .38 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/104 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .38 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/83 acres. 
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1 
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Average 
Deer/mile 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.12 

0.37 

0.43 

0.71 

0.10 

0.24 (s) 



Appendix c., Table B. continued 

(d) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/180 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/90 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer /72 acres. 

(e) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .52 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/152 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .52 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/76 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .52 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/61 acres. 

(f) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .39 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 

1 deer /200 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .39 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/100 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .39 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/80 acres. 

(g) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .06 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/1 ,322 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: . 06 deer /79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/661 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .06 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/529 acres. 

(h) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .03 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/2,643 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .03 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/1,322 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .03 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/1,057 acres. 
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Appendix G., Table B. continued 

(i) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: . 77 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/103 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .77 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/51 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: . 77 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/41 acres. 

(j) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .96 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/83 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .96 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/41 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .96 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/33 acres. 

(k) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .35 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer /227 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .35 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/113 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .35 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/91 acres. 

(l) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/180 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/90 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer /72 acres. 

(m) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/180 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer /90 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .44 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer /72 acres. 
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Appendix c . , Table B. continued 

(n) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .23 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/345 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .23 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer /173 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .23 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/138 acres. 

(o) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .05 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/1586 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .05 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 

1 deer/795 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: . 05 deer 179.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/636 acres. 

(p) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .37 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer /214 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .37 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/107 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .37 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/86 acres. 

(q) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .14 deer/79.3 acres x 1/1.00 = 

1 deer/566 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .14 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer/283 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .14 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/226 acres. 

(r) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .18 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/441 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .18 deer/79.3 acres x 11.50 = 

1 deer /220 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .18 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/176 acres. 
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Appendix C·., Table B. continued 

(s) Density estimates based on 10% area coverage: 
1. 100% of animals observed: .24 deer/79.3 acres x 111.00 = 

1 deer/330 acres. 
2. 50% of animals observed: .24 deer/79.3 acres x 1/.50 = 

1 deer I 165 acres. 
3. 40% of animals observed: .24 deer/79.3 acres x 11.40 = 

1 deer/132 acres. 
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Appendix D. Summary of vehicle surveys conducted on Big Cypress National Preserve during selected hunting seasons, 1983-1995. 

Vehicles Only 

83-84 84-85 85-86 86-87 87-88 88-89 89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94g 94-95i 
ARCHERY 

Opening weekend 52 a 141 90 91 140 109 109 99 131 57 111 126 

let week 41a 74 60 42 58 100 49 71 48 37 46 55 

2nd week 63a 61 45 58 52 80 54 43 71 38 41 52 

3rd week 36a 79 56 56 49 67 64 53 32 41 30 63 

4th week 51 31 20f 21 29 

MUZZLELOADING 

Opening weekend 196 179 llld 155 104 178 137 133 137 115£ 110 126 

let week 75b 121 71 110 81 150 68 74 90f 77f 55 81 

2nd week 82b 97 81 103 90 141 78 82 69 63f 65 
I 

101 

GENERAL GUN 

Opening weekend 367 406 348 371 389 422 373 285 300 202f 259 178 

Midweek 112 53 49 

let week 204b 242 179 224 208 235 176 244 165f 104f 143 58 

2nd week 272a 307 171 152 139 289 220 98 168f 145f 150 38 

3rd week 172 206 250 210 181 190 227 204 llOf 133f 118 32 I 

4th week 103a 225 137 141 114 306 369 217 109f llOf 109 32 

5th week 104a 177 105 126 125 190 242 204 93f 95f 100 31 

6th week 81 138 78 115 126 194 218 200 141f 106£ 13h 5 

7th week 88a 245 167 182 138 179 194 145 e e 149 10 

8th week 231 338 249 247 234 92 147 
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Appendix D. continued 

83-84 
ARCHERY 

Opening weekend 41a 

1st week 18a 

2nd week 26a 

3rd week 22a 

4th week 

MUZZLELOADING 

Opening weekend 85 

1st week 12b 

2nd week 28b 

GENERAL GUN 

Openinq weekend 142 

Midweek 24 

1st week 98b 

2nd week 90a 

3rd week 84 

4th week 55 a 

5th week 33a 

6th week 13 

7th week 24a 

I 8th week 109 

84-85 85-86 

56 21 

18 4 

36 2 

29 9 

54 10d 

48 9 

31 7 

134 41 

28 12 

66 33 

96 10 

69 17 

63 10 

52 9 

55 4 

89 7 

79 10 

ATC 

86-87 87-88 88-89 89-90 

6 2 4 6 

3 2 2 0 

8 2 1 1 

3 6 4 0 

6 1 2 4 

3 0 6 2 

6 0 4 1 

34 11 34 14 

18 4 15 17 

6 0 9 13 

21 2 7 8 

4 2 19 24 

3 4 3 5 

6 8 3 9 

5 2 7 6 

7 0 16 3 

90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94g 94-95i 

6 9 19 17 30 

5 10 4 11 14 

4 7 5 5 16 

6 12 5 10 18 

3 8 8f 6 19 

10 17 22f 16 19 

6 20f 22f 
I 

17 23 

5 15 10f 14 21 

14 60 71f 57 16 

19 27f 35f 26 13 

6 41f 51f 37 25 

11 39f 33f 29 7 

53 25f 32f 41 12 

9 18f 17f 20 9 

11 29f 32f 5h 2 

14 e e 45 5 

-~ 
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Appendix D. continued 

83-84 
ARCHERY 

Openinq weekend 22a 

1st week 14a 

2nd week 24a 

3rd week 11a 

4th week 

MUZZLELOADING 

Opening weekend 84 

1st week 17b 

2nd week 41b 

GENERAL GUN 

Openinq weekend 164 

Midweek 60 

1st week 60b 

2nd week 96a 

3rd week 65 

4th week 56 a 

5th week 31a 

6th week 19 

I 
7th week 36a 

I 

8th week 112 

84-85 85-86 

32 38 

19 18 

13 21 

23 29 

87 39d 

53 55 

43 38 

219 157 

61 61 

94 91 

87 60 

64 110 

68 49 

59 50 

43 45 

93 67 

93 92 

SWAMP BUGGY 

86-87 87-88 88-89 89-90 

32 53 45 63 

11 29 33 28 

17 16 37 44 

28 26 34 48 

73 71 100 104 

48 54 67 69 

42 61 64 50 

165 191 246 174 

107 132 96 125 

58 80 124 114 

79 121 60 89 

60 75 122 180 

56 67 69 107 

53 53 103 97 

74 62 107 82 

102 84 53 50 

90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94g 94-95i 

51 58 43 53 59 

34 24 33 26 28 

33 31 38 22 35 

24 20 35 36 20 

24 22 25f 32 16 

65 70 77f 83 73 

48 81f 63f 48 47 

33 41 46f 45 52 

143 116 114f 123 103 

97 67f 78f 58 57 

42 86f 82f 81 34 

63 75f 84f 66 25 

69 56f 69f 75 14 

61 42f 71f 61 14 

68 78f 83f 8h 3 

31 e e 82 8 
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Appendix D. continued 

83-84 
ARCHERY 

Opening weekend lOa 

let week Sa 

2nd week Oa 

3rd week 7a 

4th week 

MUZZLE LOADING 

Opening weekend 26 

let week lOb 

2nd week 26b 

GENERAL GUN 

Opening weekend 140 

Midweek 50 

let week 39b 

2nd week Sa 

3rd week 31 

4th week 22a 

5th week 24a 

6th week 9 

7th week lOa 

8th week 46 

84-85 

4 

7 

6 

10 

19 

12 

9 

140 

24c 

57 

30 

26 

31 

7 

15 

16 

33 

AIRBOAT 

85-86 86-87 87-88 88-89 89-90 

5 2c 12c 15c 32c 

12 4c Oc 9c 17c 

4 17c 19c 25c 29c 

0 15c Oc Sc 15c 

9d 7c 15c 13c 23c 

7 6c 28c 3lc 17c 

7 6c Be 47c 40c 

128 114c 146c 227c 222c 

29c 

32 SOc 74c 89c 103c 

21 29c 36c SSe 44c 

2 32c 46c 44c 37c 

16 18c 35c 4lc 103c 

11 12c 2lc 53c 57c 

10 17c 28c 3lc 18c 

18 3lc 36c 38c 26c 

12 56c 62c 20c llc 

---

90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94g 94-95i 

2c 7 2 8 22 

Be 2 1 7 6 

7c 2 3 6 23 

Be 8 0 6 11 

4c 0 3f 16 15 

6c 8 9f 4 16 

13c 9f Sf 12 25 
-
4c 5 9f 24 15 

82c 101 90f 123 5 

Be 55f 38f 81 0 

Oc 34f 37f 70 2 

Oc 26f 81f 42 0 

Oc 18f 35f 28 0 

6c 36f 23f 20 0 

Oc 28f 59f 6h 0 

Oc e e 53 0 



0\ 
00 

Appendix D. continued 
TOTALS 

83-84 84-85 85-86 86-87 87-88 88-89 
ARCHERY 

89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-94g 94-95i 

Opening weekend 125a 212 154 131 207 173 210 158 205 121 189 237 

let week 8la 118 94 60 89 144 94 118 84 75 90 103 

2nd week 113a 116 72 100 89 143 128 87 111 84 74 142 

3rd week 76a 141 94 102 81 110 127 91 72 81 82 112 

4th week 82 61 56f 75 79 

MUZZLELOADING 

Opening weekend 391 339 169d 241 191 293 268 214 232 223f 213 234 

let week 114b 234 142 167 163 254 156 141 200f 170f 132 176 

2nd week 177b 180 133 157 159 256 169 124 130 128f 148 189 

GENERAL GUN 

Opening weekend 813 899 674 684 737 929 783 524 577 477f 562 302 

Midweek 246 166 151 

let week 40lb 459 335 399 418 435 421 368 314f 255f 308 128 

2nd week 463a 520 262 245 255 476 391 146 329f 315f 338 99 

3rd week 352 365 379 342 350 301 361 278 250f 33lf 255 66 

4th week 236a 387 212 223 226 488 676 339 208f 246f 253 58 

5th week 192a 295 175 197 217 317 411 280 189f 206f 201 54 

6th week 122 251 137 191 215 331 342 279 276f 280f 32h 10 

7th week 158a 443 259 292 238 331 308 190 e e 329 23 

8th week 498 543 363 412 380 181 211 

a) Excluding Loop Road, Pinecrest to Monroe Station; and/or County Roads 837 and 841; and/or U.S. 41 -TRR to west boundary, and/or 
Loop Road -40 Mile Bend to Pinecrest. 

b) Excluding several locations. 
c) Includes Mitchell's Landing. 
d) Main campground (Bear Island) not counted. 
e) No vehicle count-check in/out forms used to determine pressure. 
f) Excludes 31 MM at Alligator Alley (I-75) . 
g) Excludes all Alligator Alley (I-75) segments. 
h) Survey occurred on Christmas Day. 
i) Stairsteps and Loop Unite closed and Corn Dance and Turner River Unite partially closed during General Gun season. 
All: Excluded S-12, S-12A and Bear Island other sites. 

I 
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Appendix E. Summary of antler and morphologic data from bucks harvested on 

Big Cypress National Preserve during the 1994-95 season. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
!BIG CYPRESS I ZONE 1 I ZONE 3 I ZONE 4 J ZONE 5 1 
I 1-----------------+-----------------------+-----------------------+-----------J 
I I 1. 5 I 2 · 5 I 3. 5 I 1 . 5 I 2 • 5 I 3. 5 I 4 • 5+ I 1. 5 I 2. 5 I 3 . 5 I 4 . 5+ 1 1. 5 1 2. 5 1 
I IYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-IYEAR-JYEAR-JYEAR-1 
I IOLDS JOLDS fOLDS JOLDS JOLDS IOLDS IOLDS IOLDS IOLDS JOLDS IOLDS JOLDS JOLDS J 
1--------------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----J 
!BEAM IN I 14.01 4.01 3.01 4.0J S.OJ 8.0J 7.0J 2.01 2.01 2.01 3.0J 4.01 8.01 
ICIRC. JNMISS I 1.01 O.OJ O.OJ l.OJ 1.01 1.01 O.OJ O.OJ 0.01 O.OJ O.OJ O.OJ 0.01 
I (CM): !MEAN I 4.aJ 6.11 6.aJ 5.2J S.SJ 6.51 a.3J 5.81 6.11 6.1J 9.91 4.91 6.11 
I I STDERR I 0 • 2 I 0 • 3 I 0 • 6 I 0 . 4 I 0 • 5 I 0 . 5 I o • 2 I 0 • 8 I 0 • 8 I o . 11 o . 2 I o • 2 I o . 4 I 
I I MIN I 4. 0 I 5. 31 5. 6 4. 51 3. 61 4. 51 7. 61 5. 0 I 5. 31 6. o I 9. 51 4. 51 4. 51 
I !MAX I 6.3J 6.71 7.a 6.5J 6.81 8.41 9.0J 6.51 6.9J 6.3J 10.21 5.3J 7.51 
I BEAM IN I 15.0 I 4. 0 I 3. 0 4. 0 I 5. 0 I 8. 0 I 7. o I 2. o I 2. o I 2. o I 3. 0 I 4. 0 I 8. o I 
!LENGTH JNMISS I O.OJ O.OJ 0.0 1.01 1.01 1.01 O.OJ O.OJ O.OJ O.OJ 0.01 0.01 0.01 
J(CM): !MEAN I 14.3f 1a.91 19.2 16.41 22.a1 23.61 35.11 17.61 20.81 22.11 41.1 14.81 20.31 
I ISTDERR I 1.01 4.aJ 5.3 2.7J 2.31 2.91 2.6J 1.61 7.3J 5.4J 0.7 1.01 2.01 
I !MIN I 7.aJ a.SJ 8.a 11.21 16.aJ 13.01 25.61 16.01 13.51 16.81 39.8 12.81 13.81 
I !MAX I 21.01 31.41 25.8 23.51 27.01 34.21 44.21 19.31 28.11 27.5 42.3 17.51 31.81 
!INSIDE IN I 12.01 4.01 3.0 3.0J 4.01 6.0J 6.0J 2.01 2.01 2.0 3.0 4.01 a.OJ 
ISPRD. JNMISS I 3.0J O.OJ 0.0 2.01 2.01 3.01 1.0J 0.01 0.01 0.0 0.0 O.OJ O.OJ 
J(CM): !MEAN I 11.3J 21.31 19.2 14.41 20.91 22.11 27.81 17.31 21.71 19.3 31.2 13.71 20.41 
I I STDERR I 0. 91 1. a I 2. 6 4 . 11 1. 8 I 3 . 11 1 . a I 0 . a I 4 . 2 I 1. 8 0. 9 1. 2 I 1. 2 I 
I !MIN I 6.0J 17.01 14.0 9.2J 16.21 12.51 23.51 16.51 17.51 17.5 30.2 11.21 15.01 
I !MAX I 16.01 25.0 22.0 22.51 25.01 33.51 35.01 18.01 25.81 21.0 33.0 17.0J 24.01 
!ANTLER IN I 15.01 4.0 3.0 4.01 5.01 9.01 7.0J 2.01 2.01 2.0 3.0 4.0J 8.0 
!POINTS INMISS I 0.01 0.0 0.0 1.01 1.01 O.OJ 0.01 O.OJ 0.01 0.0 0.0 0.01 0.0 
I !MEAN I 2.7J 3.0 3.01 2.8J 3.61 3.91 7.41 3.51 5.01 3.5 9.3 2.51 4.8 
J JSTDERR I 0.3J 0.7 O.OJ 0.51 0.51 0.71 0.81 1.51 1.01 0.5 1.3 0.31 0.8 
I !MIN I 2.0J 2.0 3.01 2.0J 2.01 2.01 4.01 2.01 4.01 3.0 8.0 2.01 2.0 
1 !MAX I 6.01 5.0 3.01 4.0J 5.01 a.OJ 10.01 5.01 6.01 4.01 12.0 3.01 a.o 
!LIVE IN I 14.01 4.0 3.01 1.01 3.01 6.01 3.0J 2.01 2.01 2.01 3.0 2.01 6.0 
!WEIGHT JNMISS I 1.01 0.0 0.01 4.01 3.01 3.01 4.01 0.01 0.01 O.OJ 0.0 2.01 2.0 
J(LBS): !MEAN I 88.01 99.3114.81119.91 94.51110.31108.91 83.01 87.61 90.31 97.7 82.41 88.2 
I ISTDERR I 2.21 2.5 a.5J .J 4.aJ 10.11 5.31 4.21 12.41 3.0J 11.8 4.81 4.2 
I !MIN I 69.11 93.3 100.01119.91 85.01 a7.21 99.31 78.81 75.21 a7.21 75.2 77.61 69.1 
1 !MAX I 99.3!105.4 129.51119.91 99.31147.01117.41 87.21100.01 93.3!115.0 87.21 99.3 
!CONDITION IN I O.OJ O.OJ O.OJ O.Of 0.01 0.01 O.OJ 0.01 0.01 O.OJ O.OJ O.OJ 0.0 
!INDEX: JNMISS I 15.01 4.01 3.01 5.01 6.01 9.01 7.0J 2.01 2.01 2.01 3.01 4.01 8.0 
I !MEAN I • I . I • I • I • I • I • I . I ·I ·I ·I ·I 
1 I STDERR I • I • I • I • I • I • I • I • I • I • I • I • I 
I !MIN I .f .J .J .J .J .J .J .J .J .J .1 .J 
I !MAX I .J .1 .J .J .J .J .J .1 .1 .J .J .J 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(CONTINUED) 
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Appendix E. Continued 

----------------------------------------------------------
!BIG CYPRESS I ZONE 5 I ZONE 6 f 
I 1-----------+-----------------------1 
I I 3.5 14.5+ I 1.5 I 2.5 I 3.5 14.5+ I 
I IYEAR-IYEAR-IYEAR-IYEAR-IYEAR-IYEAR-1 
I fOLDS fOLDS fOLDS fOLDS fOLDS fOLDS I 
1--------------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----J 
!BEAM IN 6.0f 1.01 3.01 4.01 3.01 8.0f 
ICIRC. JNMISS 0.01 O.OJ O.OJ O.OJ O.OJ 0.01 
I CCMJ : I MEAN 7. 7 I 7. 51 5. 7 I 5. 61 6. 4 I 8. 31 
I I STDERR 0 • 8 I • I 0 • 2 I 0 • 4 I 0 • 8 I 0 • 4 I 
I !MIN 5.51 7.51 5.31 4.51 5.41 6.31 
I !MAX 10.51 7.51 6.01 6.01 8.0f 9.81 
!BEAM IN 6.0f 1.01 3.01 4.01 3.01 8.01 
!LENGTH INMISS 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 O.Of 
J(CM): !MEAN 28.51 28.81 18.71 20.21 23.71 33.11 
I I STDERR 2 • 2 I • I 1. 7 I 2 • 9 I 3 • 2 I 2 • 2 I 
I !MIN 21.21 28.81 15.31 14.01 17.51 25.71 
I IMAX 36.01 28.81 20.81 26.81 28.11 46.01 
I INSIDE IN 6. 0 I 1. 0 I 3. 0 I 3. 0 I 2. 0 I 7 • 0 I 
ISPRD. INMISS 0.01 0.01 0.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 
I (CM): IMEAN 24.61 35.01 21.31 21.71 21.31 30.71 
I ISTDERR 2.21 .1 3.81 1.51 2.81 1.71 
I !MIN 15.51 35.01 14.01 19.01 18.51 26.51 
I IMAX 32.01 35.01 26.51 24.01 24.01 40.01 
!ANTLER IN 6.01 1.01 3.01 4.01 3.01 8.01 
IPOINTS INMISS 0.01 0.01 0.01 O.Of 0.01 O.OJ 
I IMEAN 5.71 8.01 3.31 3.81 4.71 7.31 
I I STDERR 0 • 7 I • I 0 • 3 I 0 • 9 I 1. 3 I 0 • 6 I 
I I MIN 4. 0 I 8. 0 I 3. 0 I 2. 0 I 2. 0 I 5. 0 I 
I IMAX 8.01 8.01 4.01 6.01 6.01 10.0 
I LIVE I N 3 • 0 I 1. 0 I 2 • 0 I 1. 0 I 1. 0 I 3 • 0 
IWEIGHT INMISS 3.01 0.01 1.01 3.01 2.01 5.0 
I(LBS): IMEAN 111.91 99.31 84.21105.41 85.01113.4 
I I STDERR 7. 41 .1 15.11 • I • I 2. 0 
I IMIN 99.31 99.31 69.11105.41 85.01111.4 
I IMAX 125.01 99.31 99.31105.41 85.01117.4 
I CONDITION IN I 0. 0 I 0. 0 I 0. 0 I 0. 0 I 0. 0 I 0. 0 
IINDEX: INMISS I 6.01 1.01 3.01 4.01 3.01 8.0 
I IMEAN I .1 .1 .1 .1 ·I 
I I STDERR I • I • I • I • I • I 
I IMIN I .1 .1 .1 .1 .1 
I IMAX I .1 .1 .1 .1 ·I 
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---------------------------------------------
IBIG CYPRESS I ALL ZONES I 
1 1-----------------------r 
I I 1. 5 I 2 • 5 I 3 • 5 I 4 . 5+ I 
I IYEAR-IYEAR-IYEAR-IYEAR-1 
I IOLDS IOLDS IOLDS IOLDS I 
1-------------------+-----+-----+-----+-----r 
!BEAM N I 27.01 23.01 22.0 19.01 
ICIRC. NMISS I 2.01 1.01 1.0 O.OJ 
I (01:): MEAN I 5.0J 5.91 6.8 8.51 
I STDERR I 0 • 11 0 • 2 I 0 • 3 0 • 2 I 
I MAX I 6.5J 7.51 10.5 10.21 
I MIN I 4.01 3.6J 4.5 6.31 
!BEAM N I 28.01 23.01 22.0 19.01 
!LENGTH NMISS I 1.01 1.01 1.0 0.01 
I CCM): MEAN I 15.41 20.61 24.2 34.91 
I STDERR I 0.71 1.31 1.6 1.51 
I MAX I 23.51 31.81 36.0 46.01 

.I MIN I 7.81 8.51 8.8 25.61 
!INSIDE N I 24.01 21.01 19.01 17.01 
ISPRD. :ffiHSS I 5.01 3.01 4.01 2.01 
I (01:): MEAN I 13.81 21.01 22.01 30.01 
I STDERR I 1. 0 I 0 . 7 I 1. 3 I 1. 0 I 
I MAX I 26.51 25.81 33.51 40.01 
I MIN I 6.01 15.01 12.51 23.51 
!ANTLER N I 28.01 23.01 23.01 19.01 
!POINTS NMISS I 1.01 1.01 0.01 0.01 
I MEAN I 2.81 4.01 4.31 7.71 
I STDERR I 0 • 2 I 0 . 4 I 0 • 4 I 0 . 4 I 
1 MAX 1 6.or 8.or 8.01 12.01 
I MIN I 2.01 2.01 2.01 4.01 
!LIVE N I 21.01 16.01 15.01 10.01 
!WEIGHT NMISS I 8.01 8.01 8.01 9.01 
I (LBS): MEAN I 88.11 93.21107.21105.91 
I STDERR I 2.51 2.61 5.01 4.01 
I MAX 1119.91105.41147.01117.41 
I MIN I 69.11 69.11 85.01 75.21 
!CONDITION N I 0.01 0.01 0.01 O.OJ 
!INDEX: NMISS I 29.01 24.01 23.01 19.01 
I MEAN I .J .1 .J .J 
I STDERR I .J .1 .1 .1 
I MAX I .1 .1 .J .1 
I MIN I .J .1 .1 .1 
---------------------------------------------
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- Appendix E. Continued 

BIG CYPRESS .I ZONE 1 I I 
1-----------------------------------------------------1 I 
I I I 3.5 I I 
I I IYEAR-1 I 
I I IOLDS I I 
I I 1-----1 ZONE 3 I 
I I IANTL-1-----------~-----------------------1 

I 1.5 YEAR-OLDS I 2.5 YEAR-OLDS I ER I 1.5 YEAR-OLDS I 2.5 YEAR-OLDS I 
1-----------------------------+-----------------IPOIN-I-----------------+------~----------I 
I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I TS I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I 
~~----------------------------+-----------------+-----+-----------------+-----------------1 
I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 2 I 3 I 5 I 3 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 

-------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----1 
I BUCKS IN I 10.0 I 2. o I 1. 0 I 1. 0 I 1. 0 I 2. 0 I 1. 0 I 1. 0 I 3. 0 I 2. o I 1. o I 1. 0 I 1. 0 I 1. 0 I 2. 0 I 
I IPCTN I 66.71 13.31 6.71 6.71 6.71 50.01 25.01 25.01100.01 50.01 25.01 25.01 20.01 20.01 40.01 

:;~~-~~;;;;;--:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~------------------------
! I 2.5 I I 1 
I IYEAR-1 I 1 
I IOLDS I I 1--------:~~-~---------: 
I 1-----1 I I 1.5 YEAR- I 2.5 YEAR- I 
I IANTL-1 I I OLDS I OLDS I 
I I ER I 3.5 YEAR-OLDS I 4.5+ YEAR-OLDS 1-----------+-----------1 
I IPOIN-I-----------------------------+-----------------------------1 ANTLER I ANTLER I 
I I TS I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I POINTS I POINTS 1 
I J-----+-----------------------------+-----------------------------+-----------+-----------1 
I I 5 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I 8 I 4 I 5 I ·a I 9 I 10 1 2 1 5 1 4 1 6 I 
1-------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----l 
!BUCKS· IN I 1.01 3.01 1.01 2.01 2.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 3.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 
I IPCTN I 20.01 33.31 11.11 22.21 22.21 11.11 14.31 14.31 42.91 14.31 14.31 50.01 50.01 50.01 50.01 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IBIG CYPRESS 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1 ZONE 4 I ZONE 5 I 
1----------------------~+-----------------------------------------------------------------l 
I 3. 5 YEAR- I 4 . 5+ YEAR-I 1. 5 YEAR- I I I 
I OLDS I OLDS I OLDS I I I 
1-----------+-----------+-----------1 2.5 YEAR-OLDS I 3.5 YEAR-OLDS I 
I ANTLER I ANTLER I ANTLER 1-----------------------------+-----------------------l 
I POINTS I POINTS I POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I 
1-----------+-----------+-----------+-----------------------------+-----------------------l 
I 3 I 4 I 8 I 12 I 2 I 3 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 7 I 8 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 7 I 

1-------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----l 
!BUCKS IN I 1.01 1.01 2.01 1.01 2.01 2.01 1.01 2.01 2.01 2.01 1.01 2.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 
I IPCTN I 50.01 50.01 66.71 33.31 50.01 50.01 12.51 25.01 25.01 25.01 12.51 33.31 16.71 16.71 16.71 
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Appendix E. Continued 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IBIG CYPRESS I ZONE 5 I I 
I I -----------1 I 
I I 3 . 5 I 4 • 5+ I I 
I I YEAR-I YEAR-I ZONE 6 I 
I IOLDS IOLDS 1-----------------------------------------------------------------------------1 
I I -----+-----1 1. 5 YEAR- I I 3. 5 YEAR- I I 
I IANTL-IANTL-1 OLDS I I OLDS I I 
I I ER I ER 1-----------1 2.5 YEAR-OLDS 1-----------1 4.5+ YEAR-OLDS I 
I IPOIN-IPOIN-1 ANTLER 1-----------------------1 ANTLER 1-----------------------------1 
I I TS I TS I POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I 
I 1-----+-----+-----------+-----------------------+-----------+-----------------------------l 
I I 8 I 8 I 3 I 4 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 6 I 2 I 6 1 5 1 6 I 7 I 8 I 10 I 
1-------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----l 
!BUCKS IN I 1.01 1.01 2.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 2.01 1.01 2.01 1.01 3.01 1.01 
1 IPCTN I 16.71100.01 66.71 33.31 25.01 25.01 25.01 25.01 33.31 66.71 12.51 25.01 12.51 37.51 12.51 
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Appendix E. Continued 

I BIG CYPRESS I ZONE 1 I ZONE 3 I ZONE 4 I 

I 1-----------------------------+-----------------------------------------+-----------------l 
I I ALL AGES I ALL AGES I ALL AGES I 

I 1-----------------------------+-----------------------------------------+-----------------l 
I I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I 

I 1-----------------------------+-----------------------------------------+-----------------l 
I I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I a I 9 I 10 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 
1-------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----l 
!BUCKS N I 12.01 6.0( 1.01 2.01 1.01 6.01 3.01 6.01 4.01 4.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01 2.01 
I IPCTN I 54.51 27.31 4.51 9.11 4.51 24.01 12.01 24.01 16.01 16.01 4.01 4.01 11.11 11.11 22.21 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I BIG CYPRESS I ZONE 4 I ZONE 5 1 ZONE 6 I 

I 1-----------------------+-----------------------------------------+-----------------------l 
I I ALL AGES I ALL AGES I ALL AGES I 
I 1-----------------------+-----------------------------------------+-----------------------l 
I I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I 
I 1-----------------------+-----------------------------------------+-----------------------l 
I I 5 I 6 I a I 12 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 7 I 8 I 2 I 3 t 4 I 5 I 
t-------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----1 
!BUCKS N I 1.01 1.01 2.01 1.01 3.0( 4.01 4.01 1.01 1.01 3.01 3.0( 2.01 3.0( 2.01 1.01 
I IPCTN 1 11.11 11.11 22.21 11.11 15.al 21.11 21.11 5.3( 5.31 15.81 15.81 11.11 16.71 11.11 5.61 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------
I BIG CYPRESS I ZONE 6 I 

I 1-----------------------1 
I I ALL AGES I 
I 1-----------------------1 
I I ANTLER POINTS I 
I 1-----------------------1 
I I 6 I 7 I B I 10 I 
1-------------+-----+-----+-----+-----1 
!BUCKS N I 5.01 1.01 3.0( 1.01 
I IPCTN I 27.81 5.6J 16.71 5.61 
---------------------------------------
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IBIG CYPRESS 
I 

I ALL ZONES 1 
(-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1 

I I 1. 5 YEAR-OLDS I 2. 5 YEAR-OLDS I 3. 5 YEAR-OLDS I 
I 1-----------------------------+-----------------------------------------+-----------------l 
I I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS I 
I 1-----------------------------+-----------------------------------------+-----------------( 
I I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 7 I 8 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 
1------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----l 
I BUCKS N I 15. 0 I 7. 0 I 3. 0 I 2. 0 I 1. 0 I 5. 0 I 5. 0 I 6. 0 I 2. 0 I 2. 0 I 2. 0 I 1. 0 I 4. 0 I 5. 0 I 5. 0 I 
I PCTN I 53.61 25.01 10.71 7.1( 3.61 21.71 21.71 26.11 8.7( 8.7( 8.71 4.3( 17.41 21.71 21.71 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IBIG CYPRESS I ALL ZONES 1 
II 1-----------------------------------------------------------------------l 

I 3.5 YEAR-OLDS I 4.5+ YEAR-OLDS I 
I 1-----------------------+-----------------------------------------------l 
I I ANTLER POINTS I ANTLER POINTS 1 
I 1-----------------------+-----------------------------------------------l 
I I 5 I 6 I 7 I 8 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 7 I a I 9 1 10 1 12 1 
1------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----l 
(BUCKS N I 3.01 3.01 1.01 2.01 1.01 2.01 2.01 1.01 9.01 1.01 2.01 1.01 
I PCTN I 13.01 13.01 4.31 8.71 5.31 10.51 10.5( 5.31 47.41 5.31 10.51 5.31 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

~;~~-~~;;;;;-;-------------------------~~-~;~;-------------------------, 
I 1-----------------------------------------------------------1 
I I ALL AGES 1 
I 1-----------------------------------------------------------l 
1 I ANTLER POINTS I 
I 1-----------------------------------------------------------1 
1 I 2 I 3 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 7 I 8 I 9 1 10 1 12 1 
1------------+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----+-----l 
(BUCKS N I 24.01 17.01 15.01 9.0( 8.0( 4.0( 12.01 1.01 2 01 1 01 
I PCTN I 25.81 18.31 16.1( 9.71 8.61 4.31 12.91 1.11 2:21 1:11 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
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