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civilizations of the Ce . .nnes are a precious heritage
because they are “artful” civilizations. They exem-
plify a sustainable and fulfilling relationship between
homo faber and his environment. In the Cévennes a
great truth was disclosed to us: the dichotomies of
the modern world, between technology and commu-
nity, science and values, past and present, are due to
our loss of the middle term —the integrative function
of art, the creative capacity of human beings to pur-
sue a way of life that adapts to, while simultaneously
modifying, the environment, a way of life that turns
the unconscious reciprocities of organism and en-
vironment into deliberately and freely chosen bonds
of concord.

This brings us to a most significant point. Science
in the Cévennes park is conceived as one of the hu-
man arts to be used on behalf of the total creative
experience of the commmunity of life. The scientific
program of research serves to enhance both human
actualization and natural evolution. The great vul-
ture was reintroduced with the help of science, the
strains of mountain rye are being preserved with the
help of science, the fertility of the mountain soil is
being increased with the help of science, new and
more adequate building materials are being intro-
duced with the help of science. In each of these
cases, science is a means to the coevolution of hu-
manity and nature. And in each of these cases, the
contribution of scierce to sustaining life is made
possible by visible working relationships between
scientists and local people. Knowledge is constant-
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ly being looped back into consequences people can
see and understand and into projects in which they
can participate and from which they can benefit.
When the literature of the biosphere reserves
speaks of the human ecosystem as the ultimate unit
of scientific accountebility, this, concretely, is what
it is talking about.

The cosmic order the biosphere reserve repre-
sents is not that of an objective eternal reality un-
affected by human aspiration and choice, but the
dynamic order of creative coevolutionary advance.

e Egyptian an  -ated cross —the Nem Ankh—
sthe symbolfo  1e Man and the Biosphere pro-
gram of UNESCO.1 sa striking symbol for Project

8 of the program, Biosphere Reserves.
In Egyptian hieroglyphics, the ankh stands for
“Eternal Life,” or simply “living,” and forms part of

_such words as “health” and “happiness.” Historians of

religion suggest that the shape of the symbol repre-
sents the circle of life spreading outwards from the
Origin and animating all existence. The shape may
also be perceived as a knot binding together the ele-
ments to form one whole, and this may account for
the ankh’s association with various forms of organic
symbolism. From these images, we may surmise that
the ankh is being used to designate biosphere re-
serves as those special or sacred places that preserve
and enable the evolutionary processes of life.

The ankh is in addition one of the most ancient
forms of the cross, an archetypal symbol with many
variations, but always pointing to some kind of con-
junction of opposing forces. In the case of the ankh,
the nature of the two opposing forces is indicated by
two alternative traditional readings of the symbol: on
the one hand, as representing the sun, the sky, and
the earth (by reference to the circle, the vertical, and
the horizontal lines); on the other hand, as represent-
ing a protean human figure (by reference to the circle
as the head, the horizontal line outstretched arms,
and the vertical line an upright body). The two forces
that are conjoined in the biosphere reserves are the
destinies of humanity and nature.

A morphological similarity between the ankh and
a key is also readily apparent. Indeed, Egyptian gods
are sometimes shown holding the ankh by the top as
though it were a key, the key of Eternal Life opening
the gates of death onto immortality. The biosphere
reserves are the sacred spaces that show Zow the
creative arts of civilization can be used for the suc-
cessful coevolution of humanity and nature.

Such speculations on the overall symbolism of the
MAB program and the biosphere reserve network
suggest that if we are to read the full text of this new
category of protected areas, we must grasp the rela-
tionship of each individual reserve to the system as a
whole. Biosphere reserves derive their name from
the fact that they are of importance to the survival of
the entire biosphere. But only in the most general
way may we consider the experience of any particu-
lar biosphere reserve a perfect microcosm of the bio-
sphere itself, for the biosphere is not a formal unity;
it is an organic unity, or unity-in-variety. The only
true and perfect microcosm of the biosphere is the
entire network of biosphere reserves in its inter-
related diversity. This is a novel emergent in the
history of human perceptions of sacred space, one
that deserves careful explication.

The biosphere includes all living organisms and
their interactions with one another and with non-
living matter over the surface of the globe. To our
knowledge, this is the ultimate ecosystem, for it in-
cludes the most diverse collectivity of organisms
mutually cooperating with the most comprehensive
environment. The biosphere is composed of a com-









