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“The Admipisteative istory of Pinnacles tatiomal
Sbnument“ is offered not as the fipal authoritatiwve word,
it as en corganized account of date that my act as a
stimilus for further reseiarch. It is hoped that this
history will not auly serve &5 an implement for the admin-
istration and interpretation of the Monuwent but will also
record some items of interest for the San Benito County
Historical Society.

¥We have relied heavily upon the administraticon files of
the Pinnacies, local and university litraries, the morgus of

the Hollister Evening Pree lance and interviews with area

residents for informmtion.

We wish to thank the many pecple who have contributed
their time, effort and informetion, and heve contributed of
thoselves, to a cause in which they werse interested. For
them this history is written.

For "The Administrative History of the Piopacles
Maticnal Momument" is the bistory of anyons who was ever
influsnced by, or bad influence wpon, the administration of

the Pipnacles.

Reta R. Oherg

Pricines, California

Cotober 1875



INTRODUCTICN

In central Galifornis, forming a tarrier between the
Jan Benito and Montersy Counties, lie the Gabilan man-—
tatns. The ranpe s a length of sewnty-fivwe miles, a
preadth of henty miles and the eglevetiom warles from
approximtely 1,000 to 3,000 fe==t abowe sea lewel,

After the range's abrupt begioning st the north end
neaT Sap Juan Bautiste with the rise of Fremopt's (Gahilan)
Pezk, elevation 3,169 fest above sea level, the first
eighteen mlles are & sSystem of low mouptains which lend
thetselves to occumbion. Ths entire srea 1s coversd with
grass and an abundance of tinker. 7The rest of the Taope is
chracterized by deep and precipitous canyons and is covered
with low chaﬁse. The hMigh, rough mountains extend as far
scuth as tte ald Spapish Land Graat of San Lorenzo.®

Thrty-fivwe miles southeast of Fregont's Peak is North
Clalone (Mt. Chaone) Peak, elevation 3,300 feet above sea
level. MNorth Chalone Peek is now withir the bomdaries of

the Finnacles Natlonal Mommment, the gubject of our study.

1 Higtory of San Benito County (San Franciscor Elliott
and Moore Riblishipg, 1BBl} p. 1235.
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The Pinnacles tgkes its oeme from the large remant of
a tertisry woleano tmt existed twentﬁr—three and one-half
million years ago. At that time the Gabilans were part of
the scuthern cogstal yange. . Fandting and differeniial
weatlering mwe formed a region of Iawm  monoliths,
pinnacles, stesp walled canyoms, jagged peaks and iWo areas
that cantain talus caves.®

We find no mention of the Pinnacles in the earliest
recarded accounts of the area. Reither do we find how tbe
Gakilans were npamed, nocr if they were named bBY <oe
particular person.  We only Enow that the mougtains were
given the Spanish name for the hawk.

The first recorded use of the Pipnacles area is from
the late Spanish and early plomeer erd, It was first used
g5 o refuge for tandits, shortly afterwards by prospectars,
and then by the picneers W recoghlzed 1ts possibilities
for recreational use.

It was these early stilers whr also recognized the
threat of camercial exploitation of the area. It »as fhese
settlers alse who bDecame responsible for the drive that
resulted in the preserwtios of the regicn that is now known

as Finpacles National Momument,

< W.H. Olsen, L.A. Payen and Jobn L. Beck, "An
Archeclogical Survey of Pinnacles National Monument San

Benito County, alifarmie"™ (unpublished report, Pinnacles

MNational Monument file Bo. 970.4 for Hational Park Service,
U.S. Department of the Interiar, Jaouary 1, 1967) pp. 2.3.
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Becanse of the important pert the settlems in the
surrounding area played in obtalning MNaticpal Monument
status for the  Pinnecles, this bhistory will include a
chronology of the early families of Besr Valley and Willow
Crecit.,  The early settlers of Beer Velley were the first
pecple to really meie use of the park and a2lso the first to
see to the admnistraticn of the ared bafore tl;_-e Metional
Park Service was formed.
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CHAPTER 1

INDLAN INFLUENCE

¥Yoen recorded bistory is lacking, s= mst utilize what
mthods we hawve of the present to study the past. Such is
the case when we search for informmtion resandiog any
Indians who my once bave inhebited the Pipnacles area.

Wn;.: are fortunate that in 1866 ap archeclogical survey
was conducted by the Mational Park Service that adds much to
cur understanding of the Momument area, whether any Indians
ever livwed there, and sarething about the Indians them-
selves.t

In hoth the Bear Gulch area and the Old Pinnacles ares
of the park are found talus caves with rooms up to one
hindred feet wide. Streams in the Morument ares TuUn
intermittently, usually during the water run-ofi, so0 the
only reliable sowrces of water throighout the year are the
few springs in the region.

In the southern part of the park vast thickets of pure
stands of chamise completely cover many of the slopes.
Manzanita, Buck Brush, Toyon, Live (ak, Blue Cok and Digeer

Pine are alsn frupd in some of the Warter spotis.

! W.H. Olsen, L.4. Payen and John L. Beck, "an
Archeological Survey of Pinnscles Hatianal Momument San
Benito Coumty, California" (unpublishexl report, Plonacles
Fifianal Mooument file Mo. 970.4, for the Natianal Park
Bervice, U.5. Dept. of the Interior, January 1, 1967), pp.
2-5.




On the cooler, more protected slopes are found in
increasing numbers the Pine apd ek, along with Caffes
Perty, Hollyleaf Cherty, Hard Tack, apd Califormia Buckeye.

Willowe, Blue Elderberry, Valley Oak and many varieties
of fern, imcluding the Chain Fern are found along the stream
beds, There also will be foumnd the ever persistent Peison
Cak .,

Since the land is not suited to arable or other
comercial pursuits, vepetaticn in the park since the time
of the Indians is largely due to natural chapges. The most
noticeable change is in mcrea_aed hushiness. The W=t
thickets of underbrush were less camon before the arTivel
of the settlers and their subtsequent use of fire control.

Fire ms been an important factor to the chaparral that
ig found there. Chaparrzl is mde up minly of shrubs that
after many thousands of Yesis lave become adapted to the
frequent ravage of fire. Most of these fires in the higher
glevations were started by lightning. But actually tbhe
Indians became the first ecologists wben they would set
pumeroees fires in the coastal rzppes and foothills so that
the tulbous rocted and seedbearing plents that they used far
food would grow more aundantly.

S=ttipg fire to chaparral was also a means of foraing
rebhits and other smll game inte the open for easier
capture. Other small game of the area include Black Tailed

Deer, Raccoons amd Coliformia Quail.



In aborigipal times the ared also abainded with Tule Elk
and Pronghorn Antelope. This game provided a mjor food
gxree to the Indisne, a food souree second oply to the
acarn.

Information abopt the Califormle Indians is mesger AS
the fe¥ aocounts evailable are from the hiased view of the
padres in the Spanish Mission system. The first reports
stressed the apparent friendiiness the natives showed to the
first HSpapish explorers and the filthiness of the living
conditions of the Indians.2

On the Oth of October, 1781, Father Fermin Lasuen began
the Soledad Mlssian and it became the thirteenth liok of a
well-established chain of Missions. There were 500 converts
by 1800; TZ7 by 1805; and by 1820, 2,000 conversions were
recorded. In 1835, a1l of Crliformls was visited by BD
epidemic that greatly rediced the Indian population.®

Bow mrry "wild" Indians there were "o never mecorded,
for peing waptized they were considered "bestias" (beasta),
aml not worthy of the notice of ressonable Deinpns.

AmeTican traders and free booters had bepun owernmndng

California, spreading seals of dlscontent among the Mission

2 J,N. Gunn, A.M., Monterey and San Benito Counties

(los Angeles: Historical Record Co., 1910) pp. <24-225,

.3 Olsen, Payen and Beck, p. 7.



Decphites, leading to internal disorder and many acts of
rewlt and dE'.'SE!I'tiOl'l-é

A9 a reqult of these cambinations of events, when the
Missions were desecularized and tumed ioto raoctos in 1835,.
there were 2 mere Mapdful of Indlans left at Mission
Soledad.

The Pirnerles is within the territory claimed by the
Soledad division of the Femitian speaking Costancens,
bordered .cm the emst by tie San Jusnh Bautista Costancans.
The Soledad Mission is just west of the soutbern bowndary of
the Momument.”

Iue to the clinptic conditions of the caves and the
meager agricultural possibilities of the park area, it is
unlikely that Indians ever used the region in any other tnan
an itinerant way. The area possibly zerved as a good
himting gromnd and may have been used es & means of escape
for those Indians fleeinpg the Mission system.

The ercheclocical survey reports the finding of some
Indian artifzets, such a= grinding stones used to grind
acorns into meal, within the Momment boindaries. The
repart Denticons thirteen sites that have signs pointing to
hahitation and two of these sites were recamended for

future excavation. All but one site, it was felt, stemmed

4 Higtory of San Benito County, (Sen Framcisco: Elliott
and Moore Publishing, 1881) p. 123,

_ 2 Olsen, Paven and Beck, p.7.

4



from the period of the Missions on. The ocne remiining site
my passibly date back as far as 2,000 years. Onoly by
digging could these estimetes by verified.®

In latar recorded, historical times, after the ssttlers
began arriving fran the “states,” the Indians of California
were pearly extinct. The ores who did remein seemed 1o be
no match for the white men's aggressiveness, or the “company
store.”

Sore area residents remember a few Indian and Spanish
famijies who had settled east of the Pinnacles in the
vicinity of the Rosas and Olivas Canyons. Many ked to
struggle to make a living, and when families fell upon ard
times, they eltber lost ar sold their lands. AL any mate,

ths is the oaly mention of Indlé_ns in the impedizte

vicinity of the Mpnacles in mxdern times.

6 Dlsen, Payen and Beck, p. 12.



(HAPTER 2

SPANTSH INFLUENCE

There are mny influences, both direct anad indirect,
‘up::m the settlers who wold leter come to ths Finnacles sres
that are attributable o the Spanish, just ‘as there are
tircaghout all of California and the otbher western states,
Tey not only left an inberitence of BSpanish namss amxd
voratulary, ormamentation and architectore, it the catfle
indusisy adopted such useful practices as workine cattle
fraon the back of a horse, of branding, trail driving,
roundups and sven the cattle and livesinck themselves aften
have Smmnish origin. The late comrs' laws would bave modi-
Fications of statutory and commn law that show a direct
resenblance to the "reglamentos” of Spain, especielly in
reference to property, mining and ranoge laws. The arid
western states would also adopt e concept of prior usage
rights to the water in streams and rivers instead of ihe ege
old English doctrine of riparian rights,t

One of the et drect influepces on Califormia history
attribited to the Spanish influence came in the fomm of
Spanish, or Mexican Land Grants. These grents, containing

some of the richest farm land in California, were given for

! Bobert G. Ferris, Explorers and Settlers (Washingtan,
D.C.: United States Dept. of the Interior, Matiomal Park
Service, 1968) pp. 47-48.




wrimis ressons, aften for loval service 1o the stmy. In
1824, Mexico began a campeign to colonlze (aliforpia and
passed legislation whereby foreigners could recsive land
grants, provided they complied with the mules s=t down in
colcnization laws. In 1828, more legislation emabled these
foreigners with the means of becamlng Merican citizens.?
Immigrants hed been arriving in California since 1814, and
althmgh some took adwentage of these new laws, stayed and
merriel California woren, their mimbers did not increase
fast.? FEach Mexican Lend Grant was not to exceed elem-
sqeare leagues 1o size. Many of the grants remined io
large parcels a.m'i in alifornie familles for many years.
When we Soe how oo mich of the land was taken up ia
these grants, the reason the Spapish had so much influence
upen the practices of the cattle industry, as well as upon
the customs and lass of the West, beoomes evident. These
ranches were already well established when the Amsricans
arrived to settle in Califaria. -
The Pimnacles itself was not coptained in any land grant
mut in tre surrcunding area there were several, especially
in the fertile 5alinas Valley to the west of the Momument.

The town of Gonzalss was included In the large HRincom de la

2 1M, Guimm, 4.M., Monterey amd San Penite Countiss
{los Angelesa: Historical Record Company, 19103 p. BO.

3 Guinn, p. 148.



Puente del Monte {Cormer of the Mountain Pass), granted to
Theodoro Gopzales in 1836; Guedalupe, Clualar (Flace Where
Pipweed is Found) apd Zanpones, codbined, amcunting to
24,469 acres, came under the authority of Juan Mavlarin in
the early 1B40's; San Vincente was pranted to BEstaban Muntes
and in 1841 San Vicente came under the mnagement of
Feliciano Soberanss, who at that time was granted 8,500
acres of Our Iady of Solitude (Soledad Mission); Scberapes’
daughter, Joseta, Teceived 8,794 acres, Los Coches (Stage
Coach Stop), south of Soledad; Arroyo seco (Dry Wash),
15;524 acrez went w J. de la Tarre in 1840; soatlwest of
te Finnecles, Feliciano Soberanes, sgein, receiwved 21,884
acres of the San lorenzs Grant; between the Arrovo Seco and
the San [orenzo lies the Pozo de los Usitos (Well of the Cub
Bears).?

n the east side of the Gabilan Reppe, in Sen Benito
County, northwest of Pinnacles and west of Tres Pings, is
Cienema del Gakilan (Mersh of the Hawk), 21,874 acres that
were granted to Antonio Chaves in 1843, and later in 1856,
the Grant was confirmed by the tnited States to J.D. Carr;
at Paicines, Clenese de los Felcines (named for the Prizi-n,
a division of the Costancen Indlans), 2 B,917 acre tract

that went to Geperal Angelo Castro in 1B42: sast, and

4 pnne B. Fisher, Salinas, the Upside Down Hiver (New
York and Torooto: Farrar and Rinshart, Inc., 1945)
pp. 34-38.




northeast of Tres Pincs is Santa Ana ¥y Quien Sabe (Holy Anne
and "Who ¥nows?"), 48,822 aores granted to Manual larics in
1839; directly esest of Faicines, in a ramote and parttily
moAantainoas area, is the Real de las Apuilass (Royal Ranch of
the FEagles), 31,052 scres granted to F.A. MacDoupall in
1344; scath of Pipnacles to the San lorenzo again, 23,343
acres situated just north of the road fram King City to
Bitterwater, along the Tope (Gopher) Velley, is what has
acsuned the name of that wlley and become familiarly kpown
' ae Rancho Topo, Was grented to R. Sanchez in 1846.°

Not all tbe influences of the Spanish era are as
tangible as the granting of land. Some influences came O
us in the form of legends. One of the wost fampus 1s the
legend about the "Lost Spanish Silver Mips".

The lepend begins with the Priars at Mission San Carics
Borromeo, a2t Garmel, who seeing the poessibilities of
precicus metals in the nearby Gebilans, sent aat prospec-—
tors, end were rewardsd by the discovery of one or more
mines that produced large quantities of silver. The Mine
was worked in great secrecy by the Indians. Tales scon were
camen of the mmny silwer religlous cornaments, made Dy
Spanish artisanos, fbhat adomed the (armel and other

issions.

5 Wenry D. Parrows and luthsr A. Ingersol, Central
California (Chicago: The lewis Publishing Company, 18893)
p. 133,



The Evening Free lLaoce io 1957,% carried a feature story

telling of mEDy wl'n.ha.d ssarched over the years for the Hine
and of the man who eventually found it.

¥ren John (harles Fremont came to Garmel in 1852 with a
force of United States soldiers, el}l mning operations
stopped. The Americans ccould not find any ocne who would
talk sbout thke Mine, They did find thet a curse had been
placed upon any foreigner who walked oo the h2llowed groamd
near the Mine, and a curse of death wee placad upon any
Spaniard or Indian who shald lead a Gringo to the
diggings. So, ccnse;xientl}r tho Mine became lost, despite
the mdreds of rospectors who searched and talked and kept
the legend alive.

Cne tale has coe adventurer who stumbled onto the Mine
one night in a demnse fog in the 1850's, after slecping
there near the Mine, be picked up a few samples apd made bis
way through the fog to the oearest setilement, a cow-camp 10
mles away. He sroused the whole cre®w with his story and
samples, and inspired them to a five—day futile search of
the area,

Still persistent, the prospector found an Indlen woman
in Montereay wio agreed to lesd bim to the Mipe., After

maling their way high into the mountains, the power of the

5 Tvening Free lance, (Hollister) August 9, 1957, pp. 1-3.
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curse won cut and she refused to go further. The oid
prospector had lost cut again in bls long gquest for the
iine.

Sbortly after this, as lepend ms it, Jomathan Wetson
began a life long seerch from Sap Juan to the- southern end
of the range. He died 8n old mwan, never having found e
trace of the Mine.

In 1874, B.F. Ress, the first Sheriff of San Benito
County, reported findiog an old smelter that dated mack to
Mission days. He had found the smeliter while in pursuit of
horse thieves, but the eluslve iine was not found when he
returned to search the zrea.

3ince that time dozens searched tlose hille for the
treasure.  One report states that Henry Melendy, one of the
first settlers of DBear Walley, vainly searched from time to
time throughout his life for the Mine.?

The Evening Pree lance goes on to tell bow in the first

week of August, 1857, Oliver Bowen, an engineer for the
State Division of Mines, accidentally stunmbled onte the Mine
while makipg a state survey of lime deposits. The emct
location of the mine was npot disclosed, but the description
mtched the cne that bad lived through the years in the

lepend. it was high 1o the mountains (not far frocm the

7 Begsie Webb {potes from personal interview by R. Wauer,
Pinnacles Maticpal Monurent file no. H-14) June 13, 18956.
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topmst part of the ridee), hidden by Coulter Pines, and
Soledad Mission could be secn from near the Mine site.
Cn sugust 8, 1857, Jack Widmer, a reporter for the

Evening Free lance and Rocky Lydon, San Benito County Farm

Advizor, were swarn to secrecy and led to the Mine to sub-
stantiate the find., The uide refused identification but
professed no fear of the ourse. The locgtion was to be kept
secret for & few days until property rights were estab—
lished.

Within days came the news that the Mine was located
gbcut 15 miles north of Mnnscles on Pescadero Creek. It
mist mve been a disappointad engineer who discovered that
the digmings were on an old Spanish Grant, Cienegp del
Gabilan, and that all minersl rights belonged to the owner
of the property, Dr. Bollin Reeves of Salinas.®

John W, Deyarmio of Tres Plaos, upon readipg the story
in the newspapeTs, went searchking in a trunk of papers that
bad melonged to his late brother, Harry Deyarmin, aond the
next wesX came forward with an interesting story. Joln
Deyarmin had a mep that had been mede and deted in 1818, the
year e claimed his brother had found the Mine. Harry
Deyarmin had been swre that the mine e od found bad been

the "Lost Spanish Silver Mine."

3 Evening Free lance, Amcust 12, 1957.
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Co the ack of the mp Hd been written, "The Lode shall
bz known as the Spanish Minipg lIode, and the claim the
'Spanish Claim' there on. (Sigoned) Hacry Deyarmin.®

Wken somecne Told Harry that the mmne might b cn 2
Spanish Grant, he went to tbe expense of mlaving & survey
made by William A. Winn, & mining engineer, who later became
the San Benito Coonty Surveyor.

"I went up to the claim with oy brother Harry
in 1916, Jom DCeyarmin said. We went up to the
McPhail place {(now owned by the Gamer Brothers) by
"team and sulky, stayed the pight and the next
mmming we s¥itched to saddle horses to make the
trip.

st that time the smelter walls were still in
fair shape. The shaft was 25 you describe it now,
amd a ladder made of pins with cross members lashed
anto the side pisces wlth raw-hide was still in the
shafy.

"Harry had cleansd cut the bottom of the plit
and wms just about to start workdng on the old
tunnels when he got the news thet the claim was o
the Spanish Grant land and that e could neitber
file a claim nor work the mine. 3o @ gave it up
and want to work oo A claim that was producing io
Trinity County in Horibern Califormia.™

Harry Deyarmin died in 1938 at the age of 72.
Right up to the time of his death be thought that e -
kad found the Lost Silver Mine of the Gabilansz. His
old mep found among his claim and other fapers thie
week iz evidence that the old miner thought e was
ol the Tight track. g

¥ho knows, perbeps be ¥as.

The irony of Harry Deyarmin's story is tmt, if the
shaft had been sunk 400 feet to the east, it would have heen
off tbke Spanish Grant ard he might have been able to steike a

claim.

¢ advance {Hollister: Evening Pree lance) dugusti 16,
1957,
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So there ended the search for the lost Spanish Silwer
Mine, except for those who contipus fo search the Gabilans
in the hps that there was more thao one Mine, or for those
wio did pot believe this story to be true.

tnother tale of the area coocermms the old Indian ar
Spanish trzil that led from Mopterey to the San Josquin
Valiey. Sxne say it wes used by the Indians traveling
between Missions. The emct lomtion of this trail is also
diffioult to verify due to the natural changes that evolve
with time. The trail is not mniked in early Hsetory books,
but that it exeted 1s taken for granted by the residents of
the area. Part of the trail, after leaving Coalings, possi-
bly wound through Herpandez Valley, then through Horse
Valley, sast of Pinoacles.

Horse Valley iz a hidden valley situated betwesn Hosas
Canyon and the Dry lake area on Route 23, that appears to
have derived its nape from the fact that it was used by the
Spaniards as a place to hide horses that had been stolen co
the reids of ramehes., It was originally mestesaded in 1870
by Jef Schmidt, ereat grandfather of the present cwners.
Mr. Schmidt built his bouss beside the trail that angled
thiroush the center of the valley.

Early one morming be was cuitside the housse codking bis
breakfast over an open fire, and as be looked up he was
gtartled by a Spaniard atop a horse with silver trappings,
The Spaniard assured hbim, before be rode on, that there

waild be no trouble, I be would just combtinue to cook bis

14



breakrfast, The experience mst have mmde quite ano
impression gon Mr. Scohmidt as the present Jef Schmidt, hHls
grandson, remembers his grandfatber relating the story mamy
times .10 |

On the wall of the San Benito Historical Museum hangs an
1891 map that shows this old trall clearly marked. The
trail left Horse Valley, wound through Grassy Cepyon and
into tbe Pignacles ares, 10 lead fto the Szlinags Valley at
both the head and the foot of the Chalone Creek,

another part of the trail followed along = draw in the
Tear of the present Schmidt Prothers' (Jef and Stanley)
Banch in Bear Valley, leading west and sauthwest of Route
25, on what had aricinally been the Jdom T. Prewett Ranch.
The trail wes along =z cresk bed that led through Merrin
Canyon. This, until recent vemrs, %8s an slternate trail to
the Fipnecles, entering the present park ares along the
north fork of the Chalone.tl

The Evening Free lance in 1912 carried & feature

article, urigi.ﬁa.lly mun in the San Jose Mercory, about San

Jose artist Charles H. Mermon, who hed just returned from a
two—week stay at the Pinnacies where he hmd painted & series
of eight canvases. The article went oo to say that the

artist hed painted asbout three canvases of Mt. Defiance,

10 Statament by Jef Sclmiddt, rancher, in personal
interview, Morse Valley, March 31, 1877,

11 Evening Pree lance, October 18, 1913, microfilm.
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and: "He has painted several aspects of 'Gibralter Rock, '
which towers 200 feet perpendicularly into the air, and at
the tose of which the Mexican trail winds an indistinct and
devials WByY + .“l‘?' How, in the relatively short span of
yegrs since this article appeared, 1t is not mly a question
of where the Mexican trail might bawe Jed, Dbt also a
question of whether we caald identify the cnce famous
"Gibralter Rock.™

In 1912 when a rpoad from King City to the Ban Joagquin
Valley wms Luilt, vie Bitterwater and Coalinge, it followed
part of the ald Mexican trail through Herpandex Valley. S

'In the early days of the establishment of San Benito
County, when fravel wag more difficult and time—consummng,
geny peopls Hvipg in the Bolllster and San Jusan ares had oo
idea of what the soutbern end of the County was like. Ewen
correspondencs fran outiying regions was sparse, 1t was the
local pewspopers that :stcceptai the responsibility of formiog
their readers of that San Benito County wes like, The'_r,r
wolld send reporters to wvaricus parts of the surrounding
country and inform local residents of their first-hend
experiences and their inmpressions of the rest of the county.

In 1874 the other residents of the county read s feature
stary of the reporter’s jeurney to San Benito and back. e

reported the ralte thralgh Son Benlto as being well traveled

12 Evening Free lance, September 23, 18912, microfiim.

13 1nid.
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by teams on their way to Los Appeles and Bakersfield end
that they bad ", . . met several horsemen on their way to
San Miguel Mission and Paso Robles Springs . . .," this
teipny the best raute to those places, cutting off a good
twenty-tive mles.!?

This reference raises the question of whether the route
referred To Was one established by the settlers or whether
it ipncorporated a2ll, or part, of an existior trail first
used by the Indians or Spenish.

We could hardly leave the subject of the Spanish-derxican
influence without saying samthing of the Pianascles’ most
Famcus lepgend, that of the Pionaclies as a fampus bapdit
mdecut. Although the lapdits ca.nE near the time or shortly
after that Califormia bocams part of the United States, It
was their Spanish backprounds, and the lojustices they
believed they had suffered at the bapds of the Americans,
that led them to commit their crimes of wvengsance.

The famous Jeaguin Murieta, who coounted among big
numers at that time the vicians "Three-fingered Jack," is
caid to bave had a hidecat about six miles northeast of
Spledad. . . . the cutlaws belcnged to & band of horse and
cattle thieves that rendezwmsed in the Gabilen Mountains
. . i3 Mupiets did not remin permnently in this

vicinity it mved on to becoare notoricus for his deeds of

14 Evening Pree lance, Angust 8, 1874, microfilm.

15 Guipn, p. 281.
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murder and robbery throughout the State before the
establishoment of the ccinties and the law and order that
elsled.

Tiburcio Vesguez is the bandit most often referred to in
connection with the Pinnacles and ke is considered, by some,
even more dariog than Murieta. VYesgues operated after the
contiee wore in existence and had set up some semblance of
la¥ and erder eanplete with judicial systems,'®

His erimine]l career began in 1854, in Monterey, when he
murdered 4 comstable who trisd to Intervene in an arpument
between Titurcio and a feliow Califarnian ovwer the farmer's
attentions to & young womn. It ended in 1875, with his
hanring far the killings et the robbery of the Tres Pinas
(now Paicines) store. Vasguez' capture resulted fram his
betrayal by Abadon Leive, who altbouph & comrade, was first
& Jjealous mustond. So it seamed wo&e.n played an important
part in the life of Tiburcio.

Rear the beginning of his career e bad persuaded =
vounz senorz from San Juan to mun off with him. They, aloag
with another coiple, hid out from ber husband in a cave in
the Pinnacles. area, knmown as "Vasquez Cave." While living

in the e, thev ralded the ranches in the Soledad area.

16 w511ard H. Hoyle, Sr., Ed., The Crimes apd Caresr of
Titurcio Vasguez (Hollister: Ewvening Free lance, 1927,
reprinting, Hollister: San Benito County #fistorical
Society, 1878} p. i.
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Cave living became a little too uncanfortable when winter

came, 50 they moved the base of their operaticoms closer to

Monterey. 17

There are several cverbang caves, beside:.; the talus
caves, in the Pimoacles tmt could bave bean used by Vasguez
and his party. Tbhere ie also another cave in the vicipity
that may have served that purpose. i

Along the part of the ald Spanish trail tmt is on the
present Schmidt Brothers”™ Hanch in Boar Valley, there is an

~ overhapg cgve that mms always been known as  "Vasquew

Cave."® It is in the side of a hill, just a little above
bead height, beside a draw, just before reaching Merrino
Capyon. Persons ingide the cave occuld be hidden from the
view of anyone p@eSsing by becase of brush and the Iarge
flat Tocks in frant of the cawe. Any persons inside would
be afforded a good view of the ravine in both directicns., A
path o the east side that leads arcund beimiod the brush and
up the bank makes for easy access intc the cave, even for
livestock. ©On the ceiling of the cave may still be seen
traces of the smbte from the capfires of someone who
lingered there in the distent past, mybe Indians, or

passibly Vasquez,

17 Dooiiiga L. Cervantes, Tiburcio Vasguez (Puyallup,
Washingron: Historical Memories Press, 1964) p. 32.

18 sohmidt, Mireh 31, 1977.
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Vasquez' eschpades tock him away fram this section for
many Years, kot be returned around 1870 and spent cost of
the time after timt hiding cut in the Cantus Capyom, in the
Wew Idria apea. It wes duripg that tie that be becape a
falliar figure in and arcund Bear Valley. Certainly one
gocess to the MNew ldria, and Ch.ntu.a Canvon, oould very well
have been through Herpendez Valley, ang <Clear Creek
Canyon. Anctber reason for bhis familiarity with this
section of the country wes that cne of his brothers resided
in Hernandez Valley, and of blis t®o marTied sisters, one
lived in San Juan and the other lived &t the New Idria
quick=ilwer mnes. 2

"In the spring of 1372, Vasquer made his beadquarters
for scoe time with Jose (astro, oo the Jan Benito, midway

between Hollister and the Picacho mines."29 A quick lodk at

~a map of the area wouid place the Castro residence in the

Ticinity of San Benito.

It was aramd thiz time that tbhe San Eenitoc stage was
held up by Vasgues a2nd hie gzang, about five miles befare it
reached San Benito, its destinstion. The driver of ths
stage was Gecrge Chick #lo retired from the stageline in
1877, when e sold it to Al lecnard of San Bepito, aod
Mr. Chick contimued to reside for mny years in that city.

Mr. Chick and his passengers became the victims that day of

12 Hoyle, p. O.

20 1bhid., p. 5.



8 glomick that Vasques would use often in the future, when
tee forced them to lie face down on the ground while being
Tobbed. A writer for the Advance wrote of that spot on the
San Benito River where the robbery md talken place:

« « » Which is now named in loczl hlstory as
“Hobber's Culeh.” Th: formidable and peculiar
formation of the spot where the stage was stopped is
very favorable for a robbery. Traveling alomg the
left bank of the San Benito cn a narrow ledpe of land
at an elewation of 20 feet we came to a wery sharp
bend raund a precipitate rock of abait 400 feet high,
roungd which a team could be intercepted ‘ia'.fh:ut the
slightest indication of approaching danger.

~ Now this “iormidable and peculiar formetica, referred Lo in
other places as “Robber's Hoost,” stands on private praperty
as part of the Pine Rock Ranch; and now the old roed alomg
the San Benito River where that robbery tock place is closed
1o the public and is barely more than a jesp trail.

A story which mey be related to Vasguer, or mombers of
his gang, coms from one of the =arly pioneers of bBear
Valley, Ben Bacon, who told of remowbering a pitcherd battle
between tandits and law aofficers, and/or vigilantes, to
which be was a witness as a child. The witness stated that
the confroantation todk place in the Fionacles propsr, on the
gite of the old OC camp (Clnleone Creek Area).

Loeoprding to Ben Bacon's account, his parents later
found a2 wounded white man near the cves, who told the

plausible story of having shot himsslf while kunting. The

. Bacons tock the wounded men home and nursed him back to

21 Adwvence, May 17, 1873, picrofilm.
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health. It seems, though, thet their kindness wes for
nothing, Before the mn was Well encugh to travel, the

officers and/or vigilantes, came to the Bacon home and tock

the mn a.wa.:.r.zz

Apother account of Vesques in the area, comes from the
Hermandez Valley apd from & descendant of cne of the
piloneers therc.

Ooe interesting incident was when the pecple of
the walley received Wword that BHenry Miller, the
(Cattle Baron, was hringing a herd of eattle from
Coallogn, up the Los Gatos (Gnyon, tirocugh the
Hernandes Valliey and down to swme of his boldings oo
this side of the moumtain.

A5 there were few, and in many places, no fences
at all, the cattle were free to graze the country
off as they went along and they were allowed to take
& very leizurely pace. Free feed; why lurry them?
This jncluded oy fields, grain ficlds, or anything
else that got in their way; and then ftoo, there was
always the chance thet somebody's milk cow or any
otber stray, would get mized up #ith -the berd and eo
right along with thom.

The ranchers of the valley wers ready and waiting
when the berd reached them. They were lined up on
both gides of the road apd ascarted them tleough as
quickly as possible. My grandfather AWDWT. Batton
and his two sons, Ival arnd Ira were in this line—
up. OCne af tme drovers called to my grandfather and
asked "Why don't you hbnild a fepce?' To which he
replled ‘e have 2 pgood live fenece ripht bere.!
That drover was Tiburcip Vasguezr Whom oy grandfather
kn=w and recognized . - .

. . 1t is interesting to note thot his unele,
lorenzao Vasgquez, bad a2 small stors and saloon at
Sweetwater Spripg which is on the Herpsndezr-Coalings
road and at which spot a few old frudt trees still
survive. By the way, after the affair at Faleines
{Tres PFinos) the following day ¥ uncle, Grant, and
his brother Carcll, who were smll boys at the time,
playlng in the yard, saw VasgueZ and his gang go

22 Walter N. Powell (park ranger, Quotation fram a radio
talk given by Mr. Dowell in the 18330's, found in the
Pinpacles Wationel Momument file mo. H-14).
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b¥. Sixteen men headed in toward New Idria Mines.

Vews of thiiaa.ffaj_r at Paicines hod not reached the

mlley wvat.

Just as Vasquer was femiliar with the Pinnacles ares, so
the rapchers of the amce were fampiliarT with Vasquez. There
was an acecunt publisbed in 1893 which stated: -

Vasquez the noted bAndit and his lieutenant Chaves,
fregquented thie section during their reign of terror. It
is related by these pionsers that they were evidently
kipd-bearted, genial fellows, never piving them any
trouble. Especially is this true of Chaves who was
frequently at the nome of M. Melendy . . . 4

The Mr. Melepdy referred to #as Benty Welendy, Sr., onhe
of the first settlers in Besr Valley, the grandfather of
Mrs. Kingsley (Cherlotte Melendy) Berberick and Mrs. Ralph
(Lile Melendy) Elliott. They remember their grandmother,
Henry's wife Deborab, telling of bow the mandits would stop
by the ranch asking for scmething to eat, so the Melendys
would feed them. Their grandmotber had emphasized the
general feeling of safety which the ranchers had felt in the
presence of the cutlaws by telling bow Chaves, to help oat
while the food was being prepared seamed to enjoy keeping
the children entertained: this often inciuded bolding the

Melendy baby. <o

. 23 Ployd Fister, (Notes on Hernandez Valley talk,
Ceiober 5, 1976, Pilonacles National ¥omument f£ile no. H-14).

2% parrows and Ingersol, p. 149.
25 Staterent by Mrs,. Hinpsley (Charjotte Melendy)

Berberick and Mrs. Falph (Lila Melendy) Elliott, ranchers,
in perscnal interview, Willow Creek, April 20, 1977.
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Angther Bear Valley mioneer, J.T. Prewett, also knew
Vesquez tut never had any trauble from him, according to his
grarddanghter, Mrs. Lou (Bessie Hein) Webb, Mrs, Webb tells
us that the 51:1:::_? abolt Vasgquez thet she recalls best is the
one told to ber by the Carowell brothers, Jesse aml Warren,

whn she kpew aft the time She wos growing up in Bear

Valle¥. The Cornwsll place was just over the hills esst of

Bear Valley, pnear the Ban Benito River. Vasguez snd his gen
wonld stop by the Cormwell Eanch if they wer= ip the ares
glong towaird evening. They would feed their borses, and
themselves, at the Cormwell's and would sleep in the barn.
In the morping, They swold Eﬂ-‘t‘ breakfagt with the family.
Al during {their etay they wealld never mention anything
about paying, but after the cotlaws bhad gone, the hosts
would find money under the plates of the bandits and the
amount mmwe than eompensated the Cormwells for the
accomodations the gang bad received.Z®

It w#as experiences such as these that mede it difficult
to find anyons to testify against Vasgues for his corimes.
True, some might baw refused out of fear, otbers because
they were friendly with the mmeon, ut the otlers actumlly diad
nat belleve he could be guilty of 21l the crimes attributed
to him. Even after the Tres Ploos murders, there were those

W Wolld never believwe Vasquer was present when his men

26 gtatarent by Mrs. Lou (Bessie Hein Olsen) Webb,
retived rancher, in personal interview, Bear Valley,
March 9, 19‘?70



“shot up the town" that day. Someone gven said he hed seen
Yasquez on the road that day and rode along beside him for &
while, Vasjuer Mud werned the oen not to go into Tres Pinos
that ewning becanse his men were in tht tosm loviog a
little fun.2?

Fart of the Vasguez legend has it thmt the 37,000 loot
taken frop the Tres Pincos robbery was stashed somewhere
along the way between the scene of the crime and the
Finnacles or at the Fionacles ;n'cper.za This no demppt is
- more fiction than faet, for closer inspection finds the
amount taken at Tres Pines that day wae not 37,000, ot
$‘500_29

dncther indication that would disclaim the existence of
Wried treasure is the fact that Vasquer prafessed poverty
at the time of this trial in Sap Jose. The newspaDer
carried a plea from the native (=lifornian which read:

It is not pessible for me in my  present
oondition to obtain money necessary for me to pay oy
law¥Yers for my defeose and  for the costs
indispensable in the trial of @7 case. I entreat
exceadingly the friends of humanity, principally oy
oXNtryren, to belp me in the miking of my defense.

I appeal to all persons of philzntheapic disposi-

tion. Toey will stermally oblige me, and receivwe the

heartfelt tharks of one in disgrace.

{Sipned) Tiureic Vasquezan

27 Berberick and Elliott, April 20, 1977.

28 fioss J, Miser, The Pinnacles Story (Ceaphell: Gordon
Malith, 1961y p. 14

= Howle, poB
30 Evening Free lance, October 17, 1875, microfilam.
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One interesting side light to end the Vasquez era wes
the psition the newly formmed county of Jan Benito found
itself in after the trial of Tiburcio Vasquez. Vasquez had
camitied crimes in meny localities tlroughout the state
during his career, so San Benlto Comty fe=lt as though the
State of (alifornie should stand the expense of the trial.
When the State refused, saying that Sen Benito Comty was
lieble for the trial costs, Sap Benito felt that Mooterey
County shoild hawe the honor of fmyipg the bill; at least
Han Bepnito Tfelt that Monterey should shore alf the
respemsibility.o After all, the crimes at Tres Pioos had
occolirred when that territory wes still part of Montersy
Comty, before the County of San Benito bhad been formed.
The County of San Benito at the time of the Vasquez capture
grd trial was so young that they did not, as yet, bave the
facilities to bouse apd try so famms an ocutlaw as
Vasquez. Hence the reason for the incarveration and trial
at San Jase. To the smll, strugzling new County of San
Benitsn, the turden of the trial expenses must have seamd to

be astronomical when compounded by injustice.

I 1i4q,



Chapter 3

PIMEER INFLUENCE

After Jedediah Sadth crossed the Sierra Revada in 1827
via the Mumboldt apd thrcugh the Scuth Fass, the trail
became regularly traveled by fur trappers, and later beesme
a great immigrant route. In the soutk, the Santa Fe, that
had been marked oot by tbhe Partee Farty, wes anotber passage
used by trappers, Wit no immigrant trains from the states
with women and children crossesd the mountains vie either
route until tbe coe that left Missouri in 1841 with 69 men,
women and children. This train divided when it reached Scda
Springs and some of the members went to Oregon. Those
heading for Califormia reached the San Joagquin Valley in
Hovember, 1841. Troereefter, immigrant trains czEe across
the mountains every year. Although some settlars arriwed by
passapge on ships, making the trip around the "Horm," the
wagen traine played a vital Tole in the settlement of
California after its acquisition by the United States in
145,

One of the most famous of these trains, the Domer
Party, made up of 87 persons by the time it reached Fort
Bridepr, Kansas, gtarted fram Springfield, Illinois on
July 25, 1846, The Doaner Party bacame entrapped by early

winter encws in the Sierras where mny menbers perisred.l

1 J.M. Guinn, A.M., Monterey and Sap Benito Counties
{los Angeles: Historical Becord Company., 18103 p. 148,
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Among the Dopner Party were Patrick Breen, his wife and
their seven children. The PBreens survived the fateful
cressing to be among the first Aperican settlers of San Juan
Bautista, where Patrick Breen amuired some of the Mission
property thet be farmed, and later be bought the Castro
house on the plaza, One of his sons, Jamn, went to the gold
figlds in 1848 and 1849, and upon his return, bkad a ranch in
the San Juan area also. later, Jom Breen purchesed a
cattle ranch of 600 acres, southeast of the Pinpmacles in The
Topo Valley, six miles fran the San Benito peost office.z

Arhmgh the discovery of 2liforpia pold in 1848 had
een the incentive for the first great waw of fortune—
Ee-eking immigrants (and some prospectors persisted thraugh
the years) the majority of those arTiving soon learned thet
tie real pold of California ley in the combination of golden
supshine and povernment land thet #as theirs for the taldng,
Furtier settlement of the West was enccuraged through the .
Homestead Act of 1862.

San Benito walley, like the other walleys esast of the
Gabilens, at that time was part of Monterey County, and was
for the mast part used as cpen range land by the osmers of
Spanish Grapts. The hills were dotted with their livestock,

especially sheep which were So popular in that area. When

2 History of San Benito County (San Francieco: Elliott
and Moore Publishing, 1881) p. 108.
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the settlers began to arrive they first settled sramd Sen
Juan Bautista, the b of all the usiness to the scutbern
part of the County. San Juen was & thriving settleamnt of
nearly 500 peoples in 1864.3

The town of Hollister begen to teke stmpe in the mid-
1850's, snd as it expanded, people started moving farther
scuth in search of more available land. Soon the towns of
Prinines, Tres Pings and San Benito sprang up.

Tres Pinos floirisbed at the junction of the road to
the southern pa.rt of the coumty and the road leading =ast to
the Panoche welley aod the New Idrie quicksilver mine, 54
miles away. The mine bad been discowered in 1850. By 1880,
it erplowed Tetween two apd three mndred men. Ten-and
twenty-mile team trains carvying freight to and from ths
mine mRde Tres Finos a npatural siopover and supply depot.
Stage rpoaches that ran to Tres Plnas regularly  from
Hollister, were soon including more ramote sections of the
county oo their schednle. This wes the situation in the San
Benito gres when the first settlers came to Bear Velley in
search of land,

Following down the San Benito River frem Hellister, the
travaler would pass through 2 series of oval and unewen
valleys until reaching the confluence of the San Benito

Hiver and Willow Creek. Across the creck coald e meen the

3 Cuinn, p. 324.



foothills at the ise of Willow Cresk Pesk, sinply referred
to ¥ some old timers as "Old Sandy Pesk". If the trawler
then followed up the camyon in the southewest corner and
scalad the fmth.jlls, he wozld be remirded with 8 glinpse of
what was sametimes called the "paradise of San Benito,”* for
it seoms that ". . . in the early days the walley was
covered with Juscicils grasse and Ereep the year arqind.
Fruit trees, vines and vegetebles seemed to flourish in this
frest-free climte « » . The elewmtiion is abaat 1,400
feet."® (ne early settler, Deborah Melendy, often related
that when she first came to the wlley the aree sround Bear
Valley cchool was very EWE-EP‘."’-S

e of the first to settle in the valley was Henry
Melendy, who had been borm in 1848 in Wisconsin to mrents
who were natives of Vemmat. Iater, the family mwved to
I1linoig, Henry was pgrowing up d.urﬂ_ng the period of the
Civil War, and e could ha:‘dl?_ wait until he was old enmsh
to join the raoks of the Upion army &5 others in his farmily
had dane. His brotber kd been a drummer oy one docle,

4aTon Rockwood, had been o captain with the Union forees;

4 pdvance (Hollister: Evening Free Iance) May 14, 1881,
mioercfilm.

5 Ed{th Schmidt (EMith Schmidt's history of Bear
Valley, 1963, Pinnacles Matiomal Momurent file no. H-14).

6 Staterent by Mrs. Lon (Bessie Hein Olsen) Webb,

retired rancher, in persongl interview, Bear Valleyw,
March 30, 1877.
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end even an annt, Iouise Hockwoord Wardner, who was married
to a doctor, belped ber hustand in the battlefields, caring
Ifor the wounded. S5 army life must have sppesred an
exciting tenptation for Henry.

Henry Melendy had amcther aunt, Mary Bockwood PoRers,
whesss mistand, A.W. Fowers, wms also a doctor. Dr. Fowers
and Aaron Rockwood were meking trips to (aliformia taking
strivgs of horses to be sold. Henry's mother sent Henry off
to California to keep bim froan wepting to Tun off to Jjoin
the army. Benry wes only 16 when he mde the first trip
west with his uncles.

Henry was 3atill about 18, when of his second trip west,
Dr. Powers also trought along his wife, Wary, with the
intention of remining in California. The perty camped for
a time in a Moromon setilement in Ttah, until weather condi-
tions were favorsble for them to contioune. Dr. Powers
practicad rediecine in the commnity while there.

After reaching Californila, they stayed for some time in
S3an Leandro.  S5an leandro hod been familiar to them from
their oiher trips 4o California. It wes during this stay in
Ban leandroc that Mary Fowers died, leaving Dr. Fowsrs a
widoweT.

In his travels, "Ioc" Powsrs, as e was called, had
Frevialsly been through the secluded wallsy in the south-
eastern part of Montersy County, so be knén' where he and his

nephew were heading when they set out to find a place to
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settle. They became the first settlers of Bear Valley when
Fowers picked a spot nsar the center of the wvelley to gtake
his claim., He Jocated pear where tie Bear Valley school now
gtands, on what has becomrs kncRn in Tecent ¥ears as the Webb
Rench, and there was soom a trail over the hills esst of the
Powers' place, leading to the towm of San Benito, five piles
away. It was there thet Dr, Powers lung out hie shingle to
practice medicine. The year was 1860.

Henry's other umcle, Aarcn Rockwood, sottled in
Hollister.’

“D.t::c“ Fowers and Henry Melendy did not ramin alene in
the valley for long. In November 1866, Myron and Elizabeth
Bacon, both netives of Ohio, came along with their childrem
and located at the foot of the walley, just east of what is
now the entrance to Pinpacles Mational Momument. They had
known "[oc” Fowers since 1859.8

Wrs., Bacon bad come overland with her first hashand,
Phillip Shell, whon she had merried in 1B46, and they had
farmed npear Saleam, Oregon. They bhad three children;
Deborah; John, born in 1848 apd Susan, born in 1854. The

7 Statements by Mrs. Kiogsley (Charlott Melendy)
Berberick and Mrs. Ralph {Lila delendy) Ellictt, ranchers,
in personal interview, Willow Creck, April 20, 1977.

8 Ewening Free lanese (Holliseter), February 25, 1BBG,
ricrofiim.

3z



colple must have moved to California aramd this time aod it
was 2lso in 1854 that Elizebeth bDecame s widrr when Phillip
Shell died.

In 1856, Elizabeth Shell becem: Flizabeth Bacon when
she married Myron A. Bacon, who had come to the Califormnia
gold fields in 1849 from Obic.

Myron and Elizabeth Bacon had four children; Oliver
("Ollie"), borm in 1806; Mory, bomm in 1858; Borace borp ino
1864 and Ben, who was distinguished a5 the first white baby
horn in tke valley %hen be arrived in Decemker, 1868, coe
month efter the family hod settled there.?

The Bacons first located east of the creek that mms
through the wvalley, Jjust beyond wbhere "011ie™ Bacon later
built his bouse. Mrs. Bacon ralsed per seven children; and
when her som Jolm died while he was still e very young man,
he left a smll son, Will, sbe adopted ber grendsen and
rajised bim, teo. Myron Bacon died in San Jose in 1280,

Susan Shell mrried Ed Burton and MEry Bacon married
David Cimrchill, amd both moved to Kern County.:9 Mrs.
Bacon's other children all grew to have active roles in the
history af Bear Valley and of tie Plonacles.

9 Henry D. Barrows amd Iutbher A. Inpersol, Central

Califarnis Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 1893) p. 218.

10 Barroms and Ingzersol, p- 219.
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Her daughter, Debarah Skell, in 1868 married Hewry
Mclendy, and the young coauple homestesded across from the
present entrance to la Gloria Hoad, ip the smme spot where
their grandsan, Walter, son af Heary Melepdy, Jr., now
iives.

Besides raising a family of seven children,il Debbie
Melendy seemed to bavwe a talent for medicine. She enjoyed
a551s8ting Mer young lusbapd's uncle, "Doc” Powers, when e
tended the sick in the res.t?

The trail over the hills east of "Doc" Bowers' place
s00n  became 2 well trs.*-;eled rocad to the fast-growing
cominity that served as the post office and stage stop for
the entire vicinity. The road led up the aide of the bills
at an angle, then crossed the platean where we ncw know the
Jan Andress fault runs, then descended to follow the river
into 8San Bepito. It was at the base of the hills on the
river side, that two young men, Jim Cornwell end Mr. Pein,
bad =ettled in 1860. They were merried o two sisters, the

Crasby eisters frem Hollister.lS

11 fecrge, borm in 1869; Daniel, horn in 1971; Ella,
born in 1878; Thomas, born in 1878; Lucretia, born in 1885;
and Henry, Jr., born in 1888) Barrcws and Ingersol, p. 222,

12 Statement by Mrs. Kingsley (Qtarlotte Melendy)
Berberick and Mre. Ealph (Lils Melendy)y Elliott, ranchers,
in peraomal interdew, Willow Creek, Apmil 20, 1977,

13 Schmdet, 1963.



By the esrly 1370'z, travelers alang this river road
would pass such residences es Stope, Justice, MeCool,
Sevemman, Hade Dowdy the ccunty assessor, and Thayer, wo
was 4l leonard's belp at tbhe store. This district becam
knoen as the Perk ar Pine Rodk District.t?

In San Benito caild be found & store osned by Owens and
leonard; a hotel built by Wyiile Williams, of the Williams
Hotel in Gilroy;: o blacksmith, Mr, Holt, brother of Sam Holt
of Hoilister; s harness mker, HDeory Murti; & shoemker by
the nere of Carmichasel;: and an M.D. who dubbed &3 a musician
when he plaved the fiddle at dances. The neme of ths doctor
was not given, so we have no way of knowing if "Doc" Powers
mgzht bave been the doctor in the referemce.

The town wes renowned for its dances that would
smetimes follow a2 day of piendeking. The dooces woald
aften laet until =arly morning. Sometimes as moy as 50 or
60 couples would attend the effsirs, caming & distance of 20
or 30 miles.l?

Thare are several accounts of how Bear Valley ept its
name. One story has it that some cowboys who were passing
thraugh came upon a prirzly bear wallowing in the mud near

Henry Melendy's. They are reported to howe lassoed him and

14 Evening Free lance {(Hollister) Aupust 8, 1874,
rhcrofilm.

15 fpid., May 17, 1873.
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mng him to & nearby tree. This wes the sight that greetad
Pecple as they came up over the grade and entered the
valley. Thereafier it was cilled Bear Va.llejf-le'

Another stary tells how & motber prizely who bad been
raiding the pig pens on the Beoom rench wms parsued by the
men in toe femtly wntil ebe climbed into an old cek tree.
These men wounded er while she was in the tree. She
gScaped frop the tree and fled to the Fimmacles where she
wag Iipally slain. The old ok iree, where the bear was
cornered, was across the rozd from where the State equipment
shed once stood, near "COllie" Bacon's huse. The trec was
rpalousiy guardsed from destruction for mmny yeemrs by George
Bacon, Horace Bacon's son. 17

Angther acomnt, published in 1893, puts the story just
a little bt differently still. According to this story
abat Bear Valley:

It wes sald to hawve derived its pame from the
following incident. One Mr. Innes used 1o range
stock in the then Cholame Velley and adjecent
country. ¥en on aone of These trips with his
vaquercos, the prty encomtered a4 grizzly bear oear
the present property of Mrs. Elizabeth Bacon. They
lassoed this bear and made him ceptive. He is sadd
tc haw en a Tine specimen and created sooe

talk. The fg.lle:,r fran that time on wos koowm &S
Bear Valley.

18 Webb, March 9, 1971.
17 Sohmidt, 1963

18 marrows and Ingersol, p. 149,
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Even if the facts surroanding the paming of Bear Valley
are A little hazy, e do, bowewer, kncw when the last rear
in the erea was Siphted. 1In 1973, Everett Baker, a rancher
near Willow Creck, was startled by something moving in the
tree above his bead and e 1ifted his gur and fired. He wes
even mre curprised when be discovered he had killed a black
bear as it tusbled cut af the tree and lay at his feet.1®

The name did not act as a deterrent to the settlers,
for the walley rezlly began to fill up in the late 1860's3
and on into the 1B70's. It was arcund this time that the
Szm Prewett family arrived to teke up residence gbmt a mile
porth of "Doc'" Powers. Sam Prewett had mrried Ellen
Allard, who bad tlree daughters by a previcus mrrisga -
inpig, Frances and De Btta. Sam and Eilen hed two sons,
Charles and Fred. Charles was Killed in an accident with a
team and wapon When he was 18 years old. Fred took over the
ranch after bis mother retired. She and Sam fed ‘been
separated for several years at that time.20

Mention is also made of A Mrs. Nye, 2 grandmother of
Mr. Prewett,?! but we do not know which Mr. Prewett was

referred to. Bam Prewett's great-uncle, also named Sam

19 Statement by Horace Bacon, rancher, Bear Valley,
March 16, 1277.

20 senmidt, 1563.

21 1pid.
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Prewett, was kncem to heve settled in the valley aroind the
sare time, along with bls deaughter, Swreh, and ber mshand,
dndrew Ir#in. Serah Irwin was an munt of the youoger Sam
Frewett.

Toe Andrew Irwins resided just at tbe top of the Bear
Valley grade, in the first canyom oo the right. Anotber
familv, the Alexanders, also located in thls wvielpity In
1869, and Mrs. Alezmnder was a2 niece of John T. Prewatt.
The Alexsnders moved some years jater.©2 (ne of the Irwin
deughters, Ida, married A.A. Beker when sbe grew up, and
lived on the praperty adjoioine Irwin's, just in beck of the
pre:-;ent- Benr Valley forestry station.Z® Im January, 1872,
Sarah Irwin's hrather, Jolm T. Prewett, came to  the
valley. He wag tbe son of "Orandpa" Sam Prewett, and the
uncle of the younper Sam Prewett.

Jam Tyler Prewett was borm in Missouri in 1840. He
erd his sister, Sarah, were the only two left of 2 family of
five children. In 1860 he mrried Elizzheth Rayury, whose
parents were fran Virginia., They had at least four children
when they arrived bhere from the East - Jolm, Mercpret, Mancy
(Nellia) and Idillie. Elizabeth (lizzy), By and Helene
(Lema) Were born after they sebtled in the wlley. They md

cone overland by wegon train and hed canped for a time in

22 Fyoning Free lance, February 26, 1888, mierofilm.

23 sohmidt, 1963,



Utah. Tbeypgdmsadmla.ndfmhim.ﬂyea.nd
homesteaded, too,23 on a spot near the oak trees and old
windmill, east of the present BRoute 25 on the Schmidt
Brothers Ranch.

J.T. Prawett was a2 Confederate weteran of the Civil
War. He wes womded when be received m bullet in his hip.
He escaped the Union foress amd was hidden and nnrsed back
to bealth by the old family slave, Sara; ut the bullet
ramined with him for life. At th: end of the war, Sara and
her hiskand, "Nigger Doe," stayed on at the Prewstts'
because they bad nowhbere else to po. When the Prewetts came
west, the old black emple came with them,

I wpe & cool recepiion that the J.T7. Prewett mouasemnld
received when they arrived in the walley filled with
"nartiErmers" who jumped te the conclusion that the
Missourians bad brought along their slawves. It wes so soon
after the close of the Civil War amd the memories of it were
5till towo keen. The presence of the black coaple added to
the tension in the walley. Sara and "Nigger Doc™ lived
where the Schmidt bomes are located now, and later, J.T.
moved Up to that area too.

John T. Prewett was a dymmamic man of large stature and

zegtful personality, and be soom became inwlved in the

24 1534,

25 Webb, Mareh O, 1977,
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loczl polities of S=p Benito. It was not long before be was
aoquainted with meoy of the residents of the county.

In 1878, J.T. Prewett introcduced the first sew mill
into the county and it was used to supply lumber for mich of
the rough construstion in the ares, =such as frame work for
hmses and Mmros, and for mking mailrcad ties. The saw
mill was also a source of tragedy che day as "Nigper Dot
fell onto the blade and died of the injuries he received.2®

It was not lopg after the arrival of the Prewetts thec
the Butterfislds gettled in the walley, George Butterfield's
perents were from New Eogland. His fatber bad been borm in
Massachigetts, and later moved o Miipe, where e married.
They +theu mved to Wisconsin, and in 1853 came to
Califormie, first settling in Nevada, Tute and Santa Cruz
Coamties. Une of George's brothers lived in Oregon, obe
lJived in Menlo Park and the sister lived in Nevada City.
George Butterfizld came {o Bear Valley in the early 1870's,
and his fatber, Thoms, and brother James weTe alsewheTe in
San Benito County raising shesn.  Arcond 1880, Thrmas and
James alsp moved to Bear Valley, to ferm. Thomes later
retired and moved to Hollister.2?

The James Eutterfields, whb Bad seven children, bad

land on the hills behind the Powers' place; they sold their

26 Twid,
27 porrows and Ingersol, pp. 443344,
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ranch ip 1892 to Frurk Toamilsopn, and moved to San Jose. It
was later purchased by Horace E:a.tr.ut:-rn.g“3

The George Butterfields had built a two—story home that
was the envy <of the neighborhood. It wes situated on &
moll, just to the west of the tmse of the San Benito
grads. The barns and windmlll may still b seeo from Dalte
25, or actoss the wallsy fram Route 146, The Gecrge
Butterfields bad four soms, Cscar, Elmer, Alfred and Fben,
%o all grew 1o settle in the ares too. 2

The Bear Valley school wes built in the same locaticn
as the presant ane, in 1874, to accammpdate the growing
population of youngsters, and to save the trip eich day over
the hills to the Jefferson school, :Ecia.u;:iE.-d in 1868, ipn San
Benito. Bear Valley schnal was on the Powers' Droperty, and
in 1885, "Lpc" Powers donated the land to the pecple of Bear
Valley “forever”. The present hWiilding wees built to replace
the old sne abaut 1910, Inm 18528, Bear Valley school closed
its doors for the last time to the education of the young.
The Bear Valley school district became part of the Jefferson
schonl district. Same question was ralsed O local resi-
dents at that time as 1o the legality of the Jeffersom
school district annexing the Bear Valley school and property

when Lt hed been deeded DY Dr. Powers in such a Wa.},l’.‘?'ﬂ

23 gehmidt, 1963.

2 1niga.
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There were severzl schools in the ipmediste vicinity of
the Pinpacles that were in operatic;n the last querter of the
pinetesnth century. Willow Cresit bad a school that existed
until 1920, There was the Fark scipel at Pipe Bock, and ths
San Benito and the Jeffersom schools, both in 3an Benito.
In 1891 a new scipol, the Villa school, started in the
vicinity of Olivas mnycn.al

On Sundayvs, the Bear Valley school bouss senred as 2
mesting place for the Methodist EBpiscopal Clureh South,
established in 1875 with & mmbership of fmrtee:;. It was
cne on a clreuit of the following churches — Peach Tree,
Bittervater, Boar Valley, Live (hk apd Paicines - that
shared the same mnister. The Butterfields were dJdevaut
Metmhdists, and Gearge Butterfield served for meny years as
Sunday school superintendent.3? They would hold Sunday
school, the church service, followed by a wicnice luoch in
the afternoon and then, evening services. The children
would lezrn songs mr;:;‘ng the weet in school that were sung
in c¢hirch on Sundays ’@3

The psople of Bear Valley never bailt & cilurch, mt

they milt & proonage that boused & series of miaoisters.

31 gon Benito Board of Education, Hollister, Fipancial
records.

32 Barvows and Ingerscl, p. 149.
33 scrrnide, 1963.
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The parsonage was located on & triangular piece of land,
next to BRcute 23, between EHoute 146 and the Gearge
Butterficeld property. There was etmigh room for a emll
garnden on the pArscnare mroperty. 1

The Methodiet Episccpel Church North was represented by
a cobgregation at Willow Creek. Though the people of Willcow
Creek mever tullt s mrsnna.ge,.tl'ﬂif fad & fine hrick churech
that towered beside the smll Willew Creek School.  The
church stood en the site where the Willow Creek Cattle
Conpany corrals stand now.

Both of tbe churches had cemeteries pear by.  Bear
Valley cemetery was cloee to the HIMlls east of the school
it is covered over now, and would be M fficult to locate.
Thee Willow Crec cemetery 1s 2t 4 knoll acroes the road
fran the Willow Cresk Clurch site. The Melendy family had
kept up the care of this cemetery as part of their
heritage. CQurrently, Mrs. Ralph (Lila Melendy) Elliott's
daughter, Mrs. BI11 (Sara Mae) De Rosa and ber children
assume the responsihility.

The early 1B70's were & husy time for the resldents of
castern Montersy County. They were active proving up their
land {and having others prove up 1ﬂ.n.d for them which wms
fairly comon practice), huilding lomes znd rns, estabh-
lishing ™sinesses, raising families and a&ll the while
resenting the poor repressptation they wers receiving in the

county seat of Montersy, In 1889, petitions were circulited
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in Holﬁétﬂr and San Juan, then sent to the legislature in
Sscramento. The petitions were asking that a new cwmty he
creatad of the territory east of ths natural barrier of the
Gahilan Mountains.? The division of the county was not
recelved too favorably by Mmtersy County. donterey County
wolld tend to lose much tex rewenue if such & plan were
edopted, Althaigh the eastern residents of the county were
turned down on the first attespts at the establishment of &
new gounty, they were persistent; end in February, 1874, San
Benlto County came into being, formed out of the eastern
sections aof Monterey County. Soon after, parts of the
western sections of Fresno and Merced Counties were added to
mke the present boundaries of San Benito County, en-
compassing the Pancohe and Now Idrie aress,

The people of San Bendto were elated over their
victory, it they soon discowered that the dssensicn was
not over. HNow they IBd to decide cn the location of the
county seat.

The residents of Hollister thought that there wes only
e obvious choice, pat those in the saith end of the cocunty
would lave liked 5 more central location for the cainty
seat. Tres Pincs seemed & more logical cholce to them,
After all, tbhe railroad was building to Tres Pinos and the

pognilation of south county was steadily incrsasing. By

* Eyening Free lance, Octoker 16, 1869, micrafilm.
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1880, San Benito's population would climb to 672, surpassing
San Juan Bautista, whose population woald be 484, and not
far behind Hollister that woxld have 1,034, In 18850, Sun
Benito would boast & population of 1,234 to San Juan's 463
and Hollister's 1,349.°°

Several meetings were held to discuss thé issue of the
Joeation of the county seat; end at cme of the meetings,
Icwie and Clemente Arques made the offer to donate encugh
land in Tres Pincs to the camty for the mupose of estab—
lishing the camty seat in that city. Megy residents fram
the southern part of the comty. were active in this drive,
and George Butterfield was cne of the leaders.S® When the
mtiter came to & vobke at the polls, those in the scuthern
end of the county lost cut and Hollister became the new
county sest.

So many events came following close upsn each other in
those days in the Szn Benlto area! There were the oriminal
acts of Titurcio Vasgquezr and then his capture; the foming
of San BPeniteo County and the decision on the location of &
conty seat; the Vasquez triel; the rallrcad wuildiog to
Tres Pinos; and almst daily those living in San Bemito
County would fiod tbey hed new peighbors mwving in, The

roads were kept tusy, not oanly with supply trains to and

35 Barrows and Ingersel, p. 138.

% Evening Pree lence, March 21, 1874, microfilm.
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fron the Hew Idria, bat also to the rest of the oountry.
For example, all the hwker used to uild hmises and other
puildings iz the cowmty was teamed in fropm Boalder Credk,
near Santa Cmz; and when people came to seltle, they were
often driving livestock down the rcad ahead of them.

¥hen the railrcad spur souih of I-bl.‘.iéter w35 near
conpletion, it became evident that thke railrcad eould oot
finish the project far the amount stated in the hid; that
w23, to reach the contracted destimation of Tres Pinces. So
the spur came to a termimis ip the smll commnity of
Paicines. Since the contract bad called for the completion
af the track tc Tres Pincs, it seemsd o simple solution of
the problem, to the mmilroad exscutives, mersly to reverse
the name= of the two toems. So, by pulling a few strings,
that is what thoy did; and from then on, Paiciznes was known
a8 Tres Pinos, and Tres Pincs wes known as Paicines. This
is still a point of confusion to the reeder of histery
bocks, for he mst decide which town was being roferred to
pricr to that time. The residents of San Benito Coamty at
that time tD:‘E the adjustment in their stride, however.
Talk about "“future shork"; perhaps it begano in San Bendto
County in the mid-1870's,

In 1873, Sedley and Son purchased the stage line that
ren betweon Hollister and San Bemlto. It mmde the trip on
Wondays, Wednesdays amd Fridays, with a stage returoing con

the following days. (nee a week, a stage woald contione fto



the Picarho mines, on to Peach Tree, then to ¥ose Tanding.
Twice a week the stage would maXe the trip just to Peach
Tree, in scutbeastern Monterey County. The stage would
leave Hollister at 7:30 a.m. and reach its destination in
Sen Benlto, about forty miles away, at 5:00 p.m.>'

At a somewmt later time, Mr. George C-hicli, who had
been the driver of the stage at the time of the Vesgues
boldup, mst have had an interest in the stage, as be sold
it to Al Leonard of Leorard's store in San Benito in 1877.%°
Cne report in 1882 etated that Isvnard had sold the stage to
one H. Hogan of Tres Pimz,ag t later references menticm
the leonard stags. One such report cowmnted that Lecoard's
Stage got the San Fraocisco paper 1o Dear Valley one day
earlier than "Uncle Sam's” mmil.40

In the latter part of the 1800's muny families moved
into the Willow Creek and Bear Valley areas forming regular
comunities, and San Benito contimied to grow. Where the
bridge spans the San Benito Rivwer, with what is now referred
to as the "Jungle Inn", there might have been someone by the
name of Collins Iiving there at one time, as the place

becare kmosn as Collins’ Gra.de.4l

37 Eveping Pree lance, May 10, 1873, microfilm.

"B 1piq,, Mgust 21, 1877,
29 Ipid., July 7, 1882,

40 1vig,, June 10, 1898.

a7



4 little farther scuth, 21 miles or so from Hollister,
C,Y. Hammond had a place pamed "Cinnaber," which was a post
office with Hammond serviog as poistmster and justice of
the pesce. He md several ildingas on his place; as cne
report noted, he scemed to mawe a mania for erecting
'I:n.u'.ZI.q:!:i.l:lg;s."'1:‘2 Nothing remmins to rTemind us of where
"npahar" mey keve been, except perbaps somne awcalyptus and
peprer trees beside Route 25. They are situated betwesno the
two large baulders at the side of the road before reaching
Willow Creex.?® The pame *Hammnd's Slide” remmined to
describe the area long after the name "Clonabar" bhad been
forgotten.

The road followed the Tiver in those days, so when
Willogw Creek intervened, the road .wa.s east of the school
hrise . Therse were sewveral families in this ares, not
necessarily at the same period of time. There were the
names: cCloskey, MeGrury, Allison, Bramnagen, Asherodt,
Bibhell, and cothers.

To reach Sap Benito, ohe would mke a left turn when
reaching a fork in the road just east of Willow Creskt
é.hurch; from there, it was a short distance to the residence

of Willism Burns. Next, the road went past the Sevwenrmn

42 History of San Benito County, p. 99.

43 Rorherick and Ellictt, April 20, 1977.
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place, and followed the esgtern Side of the San Benltn
Valley. HNext came the place beside the road where Georpe
Melendy i._.vl.lilt his firet bome. Gecrge had merried Elizabeth
Kelley, Wwhose parepts bad picmeered in la Gloria Velley,
nartiwest of _ the Pimmacles. Geoarge leter ullt & s=cood
house aceoss the Fiver, oo the opp=ite side nf the wmlley,
near the hills to the west. As otber pioneers tirvad of the
uncertain life of ranching end moved away, Georpe Melendy
persevered; he bought tlose picneers' unwanted lapd in the
Willow Creek area, and the Melendy Panch became ong of the
last rapches remining fhere.

Past George Melendy's, Jemes Cormwell liwed, in a shady
corner At the western base of the hills that separated San
Benito velley frao Bear Valley.

After the Cornwell's, it was not far to "Robber's
Roost.” Then ibe rvad eutered the ares of Park Mills, where
Wagner and W.K., Gorf bnilt & g;riét mll ip 1873. The mill
was Tun ny C.A. VWerner. "The mill is run by water, ks o
fall of twenty-two feet on & twelve-lnch turhine wheel which
mkes 700 revolutions per mimite. The capacity of the mill
iz about & barrel aond a quarter per ur . « W The m]l
wes run sixteen hours a dey, and served people fram as far

away a5 San It'f:l‘.g:l.uel.“"4 Tre mill was later sold to G.W. FPlace.

4 yistory of San Benito County, p. 98.




Just below Park Mill, B.3. Starr, who had came from Gopzalez
to Hpllister, bought a place from Ramen Gonzales apd for a
time hod e store and overnight lodging place.?®

Park school was also located near bere, and this
district vas knowm as Pine Rock.

Other names along this road were Stephen.Kennedy, J.D.
Justice, A.J. Sqith, Jobn Shields and James Hoberts. 1In San
Benito, some names were W.H. Blosser, Buchanan Smith, Joln
Goldeh and a Mr. N. Schlessioger, who bad a store and was
postimster for a time.'q'e

Ooe Jamary mornipe in 1891, Mr., Place left home 1o g0
check the flume on the mill. When bhe did not retuwrn at the
usual time for lunch, the worried family began 4 zearch for
lm. They fouwnd his body wiere be had sufforated beneath
some caved-in earth on the San Benito River.®?

That was just about the end of the Park Mill. Mrs.

Flace was taving o very diffiemlt time trying to run the

mll with not enough belp. In 1823 the mll was destroyed
by fire,®® and Mrs. Place sold the property to William

Butts, Sr., and it became Known as the Pine Hock Ranchb.

45 Advance, April 28, 1882, micrafilm.
46 History of San Benito County, p. 98.
47 pdvance, Jamary 16, 1891, microfilm.

% Fvenipg Free lance, April 18, 1893, microfilm.
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Mr. Butts was well kpown in San Bepito County becanse
e served as supervisor from 1836 +o 1912, He wes also
instrumental in getting telephone seIvice to San Benito with
the establishment of the William Butts'® Telepbone Carpany in
1896.49

The Justice femily Mad settled on what is now thke
Shield's lower ranch, on the Sin Bepito River. This was
also referred to 2as “Justice's Grove" and was a favorite
spot for picnies.

San Benlto, s we have mentioned, served as post affice
for the entire countryside. It was also the closest geneval
store and Al Leonard carried a good mppl:.r- of mst necessi-
ties, San Benito alsy mad the coly tavern close by, which
sxe of the pigus Protestants o Bear Valley dd oot
consider an asset. The children of these familles grew up
with adnonitions of what cauld came of too clocse 4 relation-
ship with anyone from "White City," as Saip Benito was
somstimes called. It did seem as tlough Sanp Benito had more
tkrn its share of riotous times.

me cmld alwavs expect differences of opinion araund
election time, for e=paple, a2s SAan bBenito wes alsc the
polling precinet for the district. The political parties
would mld their conventions ino the tawern, to pick their

slate of candidates from that district, Those in the

49 sohmdr, 1963,
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running woald be announced downstairs in the tavern and the
delegates would go upstairs to cancus apd then voite, after
which +they would emerpe dowWnstalrs, anpomnaing  the
winners., Both the selected candidates and the losers would
he there, showing a united froot. A great time was then nad
b &ll as they adjourned to the ter for the rest of the
evering to plan the campaign. (Those halls beld many beeted
detates,)

Of course, the voting an election day wes never held at
the tavern. In 1977, the polling place in_ San Benito was
the Grangers' ball, armd the iospector was Stepben Kennedy.
Tre judges of that election #ere W.H. Blosger and Jolm T.
hﬂettﬁh

TheTe were mroy areas in this section of the county
that remined uwndeveloped becanse the lang was still in the
hapds of the railroad, and ted not reverted to the govern~
r:ent-51 Tublic land was sellipng for $1.2% an acre, and San
Benito Coamty would bave i.iked this land to revert so it
could have beer sold and developed, but the railread wes
slow in cmpera.ti_ng.az
Returning to Willow Cres, the fork in the road to the

right led past the Willow Cresk church end sehool, past the

S0 Hollister Telegraph (Hollister: Evening Free lance)
October 11, 1877, microfilm.

51 History of San Bepito County, p. 98.

52 Advance, fgust ¥, 1877, micerofilm.
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Hubkell ranch an the right side of the reoad at the bottam of
the grade. There is a rase ush still growing pear the spot
where the Hubbell home coce stocd. The old road led up the
grade on the opposite side of the canyon from the present
road. In the first lerge camyon on the right lived an
Englizh family by the neme of Lippecomh. This family had
planted a couple of apricot tress an the hillside that may
still he seen blesscming in tbe spring.>°

The old road was quite winding, follcwing in and cut of
the canyons, and had & horseshoe bend before it finelly
crested at the top of the Bear Valley grade. The road
entered Bear Valley near ihe Aodrew Irwin Banch, in the
first canyon on the right. Irwin's son—in-law, A.A. Baker,
had the pert place on the right, in back of the present fire
station, Tie road hugeed the foothills, leaving every
availsble square inch of land for ferming. Heory Melendy's
ranch was next, across frem the entrance to la Gloria
Bocad. The name “la Gloria" ie a fairly recent one, as this
area wes always kneem as Williams Camyon by the local
residents, The pame “la Qloria” could hewe teen applied by
map mkers becauss the road enrded near the [a Gloria school
district of Gonzales.

The rcad, after leaving Melendy's, followed belnnd the
amel)l hills to the right of the present road, skirting

araind the edpe of Bickmore canyon, {(named for the family

53 Wenb, March 30, 1977.
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tmt Lived there), to merge with the present Raute 25 at the
J.T. Prevett Fanch, near where the Dresent Schmidt Brotbers’
Ranch homes are.

West of the JT Prewstt Hanch, there was a mmrty by
the neme of F. Dutton who had a claim that was owned later
by a Mrs. Merrin from 3San Francisco, Mrs. Merrin's son,
Jom Jasob Dlal, lived there and drs. Merrin would viglit him

od

fran time ™ time. This canyon became Enown as Merrin

CANYON.

Aboat one mlf mile south of J.T. Preweit's, on the
east side of the road was the Fllen Prewett or Fred Prewett
Ranch.

The first canyon mst J.T. Prewett's, on the west side
of the road was the Beiss canyon, named for the Garmn
coiple, Blanche and Otio Heiss, wio settled there in 1B9L.
They had = two—year-old son when they arrived, nemed Harold,
and they named their ranch, "Harolds." Mrs. Heiss was an
ertist, bavipg studied in Eurcpe, and she gave lessons in
the community. Mr. Helss was zcoaplished on the vieglin,
and taught music and German. In 1887, the Beiss coiple
separatad, and Mrs. Heliss moved to San Francisco. Me. Heiss
stayved on for a while, Wit in 1898, ke too movwed away. We
mention this aonly to inject the curicus note tiot the Heiss
rroperty hed newer beeh sld, despite several attampts to

purcha.sé it. The helrs still return, occcasiopally,

5% Bvening Free Lance, May 27, 1897, mierafilm.
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inquiring as to the locaticn of their ancestors’™ property,
and still refuse to sell though there is no langer any
access road to the Heliss Prcpert?.as

The next place an the east side of the Toad was the
James Munroe house, and the MunToe caoyon extended on the
west side of the road. The Munroes had sewerzl children who
81l attended tbhe Bear Valley school. The Munroe house was
built on & ledge of land beside the cresk thmt runs through
Bear Valley, The remains of the Munroce's rogt cellar in the
ank of that ledge of land cen still be seen from the road.

Somewhat south of the Munroe bome, to the east, the
Chapman family lived, and there were foor children in the
family; lMable, Iottie, Etta and Ieon. Cn the west side of
the Toad apother Fnglish family by the neme of CGreenwcod
lived., The Gresnwoods ad teo song, Wilfred and Hareld.
The Minroes, Chapmn and Grespwood pleces were  later
purchased by Schuyler C. Hain.2®

On the hills east of the Fowers property, betwesn his
and the Corowell place, ssveral families lomted over the
Years. For Some reasan not known, this regian was referred
to as "String Town." There were the Jolm Hoots, William
Hootons, THiek Rileys, James Batterfields, Frank Tooolsons

aml Horace Bacons.

. 55 Statarent by Jef Semidf, rancher, in personal
interview, Bear ValleY, March 289, 1277, .

6 genmidt, 1963.
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The Horace Bacon bome stood near the top of the grade,
in & draw beside the road that led to San Benito. Though
the tome was destroved by fire several years ago, the tip of
the b roof can still be seen from the pre=ent roed, from
across the walley below.

The Johm Hzin family arrived in 1886 and homesteaded on
the east side af the wvalley, near tbe hills in back of the
Fowers place; and a femily by the nams of Burton who were
sce relation to Powers, Wwers sniu&tters cn the FPosers
Froperty. Mr, Barton, bowewor, was an itinerant preacher
and be performed omrny useful services for the community
{zuch as wvisiting the ill, providing spiritwal oomfort,
etc.), in the absence of tie circwit prescher. The Bl.l.rl:clzns
elzo bad several children whe attended Bear Valley school .27

One half mile scath of Powers, on the east side of the
road lived Oscar Butterfield, son of George Butterfield, and
his wife, Jossphine, (Prge). They hbad four children:
Grace, who marriel Horace Bacon®s son, Clarence, and is now
Mrs. Roy Robinscon; Viola, o mrried Marshal Haxrdin, son of
B.0. Hardin of Hollister: George, W never mrried; andg
Dorothy, Mrs, Ed Marentis of Hollister, The large barm and
some fenece standing in the nea.dm east of the highway are
all that remin to mark the location of the Osaar

Butterfield Ranch,

7 Webb, April 20, 1977.
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o the west side of the road, two young men tw the
names of Howard bllier apd EKirty Smith lived and reised
chickens in what bas becope kncnm a2s the Howerd and Kirky
Canyon, though tbey had named their place the "Brodkside
Ranch.” They never did much ranchipg, but worked on the
threster and other odd jdbs in thke valley.

Although there was po rcad where the present Route 146
is now, the Paul Strauss family located to the right, just
paEsT the cattle puard at the present entrance to Route
145, TIn 1885, Strauss =old the ranch to a German family by
the name of Lange and mowed back to the city, because his
wife did not like the lonely life in the wlley. Mr. langs
died a fev years later and bis widow contimied to farm there
glone.

Next, along Route 25 on the right, was the parsonage,

then on the 1left, before reaching the N.D. Page Fanch, there

waz a W.M. Harris who hed some acreage at cne time.

The Nelson D. Pege family were also fron Mew "England,
and Mr. Page tad been 3 teamster in Saonoma County before
settling in Bear Valley ip 1875. This ranch, with meny of
the criginal boildings, is at the foot of the San Benito
grade oD Route 25, and is now the Art Smith Ranch., The N.D.
Page family Mmd five children; Josephine (Mrs. Osecar
Butterfigld), Elizabeth, Maude, Ed and Albert.

Starting up the prade was tle site of the EBloss
Zirmermen residence, and a little farther on, & bachelar by

the nam= of Rapsom Rose lived. At the top of the grade,
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near & hige boulder on the side af the road, a Swede by the
neme of Axe]l Borgmen lived, where the P.O. Jameses now
live. Mr, Borgman's uncle, Cherles, also lived in the San
Penito area, and be ws B carpenter wo helped tuild many of
the omes in the vicinity.9®

There was another carpenter, Mr., J. Dborn who helped
build huges mearby. The dlmmermen house was budlt by Mr.
Doy, 29

Across the road fraon Azel Borgmn another bachelor,
Alfred RButterfield, lived; and furtker an this rcad, nearer
the present road to San Benito, ”WE.-I'E Elwer Butterfield, Murt
Shields, Albert Page, Mrs. Josephine Cota and meny others.™

Back in Bear Valley, across from N.D. Page, there was a
road that led to the right, to the Georme Butterfieclds.
Past the Botterfiaslds there was & cenvon leading up to the
Ransm RBose place, and tbhe Harlow Hills lived io this
canyon. Mr. Hill was & brotber of Mres, Butterfield, and he
Was A bechooper 'a;rhr:r supplied loney to all the residents in
the area, There were two daushters in tbe Hill family,
Mabel and Laurs. -

The rcad mst the Butterfields cit across the field and
then followed the crsck bed until it reached Mrs. Fllzabeth

Bacon's residence. Mrs. Hacon's family had 211 grown by

58 Schrmidt, 1963.

59 pdvance, February 3, 1882, microfilm.

60 Senmidt, 1063.




now! Debarah Sbell, of oourse, bad marrisl Henry Melendy and
lived in Bear Valley; Susan &end Mery had mrried and mowed
away; Ben Bacon mmryTied Orea Burns, daughter of William
Burns of Willow Creek and they liwed aut their lives in the
Iittle house that is etill standing near the bridee over the
creek next to Roote 146. (Orea Becon drowmed in 1935, wheno
ghe fell from the bridpge near ber hoe 1ote the swollen
waters of the oreek, Her body %% swept away and fioelly
recoversl near the foot of tlhe welley.)

Hyraee Bacon attended Smp Jose Normel College, and
taught school for a while in Contra Costa County, where hbe
met dnd married Martha Jeanett (MNettie) Smith, before
returning to teach in Beaolto County amd Jater in Bear
Valley, Upon his return to Bear Valley, be pwrchased the
ranch in the Tills east of the school, where be tanpht for
twenty yYears in the Bear Valley school, He was endesred to
all the students in the district, who affectionately called
him "Uncle Forace."Ol

Oliver Bacon, who never married, bailt bis house cne—
nalf mile west of Ben Becon’s home. The original Bicon bome
was beyond the creek fram "O0llie" Eocon's house.

The road made a right turn near Ben Bacon's, crossed
the creek amd went westward toward tbe Pinnacles. A family
by the name of Jones lived along this roed, on the west side

of the wmlliey., "Ollie" Bacon found the body of Jonsthan

Bl Webb, March 30, 1977.
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Jones beside the road one moming, where he hed died of
patural causes.52 The widow and famly contimued to live
there for mny yesrs, apd Mrs. Jones grew vegetables for the
conmnity. Ewen after the Joneses were gope, the property
wees retained by the heirs.

Also on the west side of the velley, there was a family
by the name of Brown residing at one time.

Inside the pPresent sntrance to the Pinnacles MNatiopal
Momument, just past the bridgze over Chazlone Creek, & men by
the name of Berry once had g cabin.®?

Henry Welville from Soledsd came io prospect at the
Finnalees araund 1850. He had several mining claims on the
western part of the Pinnacles or "Palisades."” His name
aprears op the 1891 mep thet hangs in the San Benito
Historical Maseum, The name oo the ¢laims changed to Copper
Mountain Mining Company w#hen Melville tock in partners in
1908,

Do the west side of the Momiment, about six miles
m:rrl-:l'east of Scledad, a mn by the pame of Ooct ance had a
mining cperation in a locality referrsd to as BEootville, and
the pame of the mine waz the "REobart Enmett™: and though it
was supposed to bawve been 2 prosperaus entsrprise, it ssemed

to bavwe dissppeared without & trace by 1880. A Mr. Samel

€ prening Free Lance, March 1, 1901,

83 ebb, March 30, 1977.
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Brannan and a Mr. 0. Higgins were said to tave spent a larpe
anunt of money there mining for g}ld.ﬂ‘q‘

Back in Bear ‘I'.Taliey there are mny otber nemes to which
raferance can be foaund, but thelr empct location and their
relationships to the others in the ares escape search. Some
of the pames of the ere are: Jobn H, Bradley: G.W. Modie;
Jommn, George end Wash Browm; Alfred Thoopson; Paddy Lyons;
Arthur MeGill; Al Anderson; Iat and Del Hawkins (who worked
28 road-msters in Bear Valley):; Charles Zalin (a Charles
Iolin wes later referred to as living in Bitterwater); D.W.
Buchard and sons, Chrles and Hugh; William Maynard; Elisha
Brotherton; Bastrouek; Hamilton; Mrs. Williams; E. Wall;
Liather Gaw (rented Ellen Preweti's ranch for five years when
she retired); Mr. Atlas and Mr. GI1lman (resided far a while
in Mye Camyon); and C.M. White.

Fven without these names pdded if is easy to see that
this mrt of the conty wes much more populated at that
period of time than it is today. The fields were criss—
croesed with picket fences everywbere you locked, for wire
fepce was too costly in those days.  Besides, making these
fences gave the men something to do in the slow winter .

mnths after the crops were ha.rvested.ES

G4 History of San Benito Comty, p. 135.

85 webb, Mareh 20, 1977,
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Prices for orgps rose or fell, depending upon the
weather, much as they do today. 1882, for ezample, was &
very dry vear that had only ten apd one—hslf inches of
rainfall, and hay was gaing for $15 a ton and tariey was
$1.50 per hindred pounds.f® Sure renchers in & wery ary
year wolld take their cattle up in tbhe Gabilans where there
was not mich feed but there was plenty of snow for mpisture
in tha winter.ﬁ?

The rads fo and in the socutbern part of the oowmty
were ancther item that was dependent upon the weather. The
Butterficld brotbers worked on the prade between Bear Valley
and 3an Benito, Dut ip winter there Wes the mud, and in drcy
weatber, there was the loose dirt and grevel that ws
dengerozs on a steep grade, if the borees were 2 Litile too
spry.sg

Wen the breard of supervisors in Hollister proposed
that 2 bridge b milt acrogse Bird Creek gt Cienega, the
pecple in the scuthkern emd of the calnty protestad. Ty
declared that a bridge over the San Benito a2t Collins' Grade
wrs & much more pressing mtter. Such a bridee could be
tuilt et a fraction of the cost of one over Bird Creak, due

to the fact thit the river was wery nersow in thet spot, and

fiowed between two large rocks. 4 bridge et Collins' Grade

66 Advance, April 2, 1882, micrafilm.
%7 1pid., February 24, 1882.

88 Ihig., May 8, 1891.
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was essential to kegp the road to the county seat cpen year
around for all those living in the scutherm end of the
county. As it wms, the read followed the river very
closely, and many lives had been 1oSt over the Years in the
swollen #aters of the San Benito River. They got their
bridge at Collins® Grade.®?

It is fortmate, what #ith Traveling conditions being
whot they were, thnt there were so many young pecple living
in the immediate wvieinity. A vyoung man did not have to po
far in search of a bride when be decided to marTy. This ig
why tie descendants in the vallsy today are aften related to
two or more pioneer families.

Athough weddings, showers, births and visits e from
school (usually high school in Hollister) were all causes
for celebration and sordel pgatberings, the oost popular
entertzinment had to have been the picpic. We Imve already
motioned the menics oo Sundays after ﬁ:uurch in DBear
Valley. ¥ell, the other churches had the zame =sort of
arrangement. VYhen pecple came & long way for morniog
sarvices, time did not permit them to po bome and then
return for evening services. Mesbers vigsited other churches
in tbeir circuit, and hosted the plenics when the minister

was spesking at their church.

89 Inig., ¥ay 8, 1891,
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There were also Arbor Uay plenics, Mey Day picoles,
Fourth of July picnles, end-of-=chool picnics, end-of-sSumer
picoics and plenics just for the sske of Lﬁvirg pichnics. It
WeS B greft, lnexpensive enterteinment that relied on ocae of
their post sbundant commodities, their good codks. Une of
the fzvorite spots for a picnic was the Pimnacles.

The Pinnacles, 1o those days, was kdnown as the
"Palisades,” and was the avea referred to today &s the 014
Pinpacles, or the Baleocpies, Besar Gulch had not been openad
up and was inaccessible except to the more energetic hikers
or climbers. Tbhere wasz a wagon trail, however, to within =
mle of the caves at the "Palisades", where there was a
picric amd camping area set up. Apcther favorite spot in
the arez for picnics was the Bsnch, which was a ledge of
land at the coovergencse of Bear Creck and Chelame Creelt.
Prom both of these spots, & tour of the caves could be on
the agenda for the day.

There woald b= hiking to the caves in the mrning for
the experience of crawling over, under and sround the
rogks., Cne wery tight place in the "Ealisades" caves was
namerd “Fat Man'‘s Misery."” Then everyone returned to canp
for an atandant spread, where there glwmys scamed to be mich
mre food thin wae needed. After dinner, there vere games
to play, and the msical instruments were brought out apd
danciog was enjoyed till time to load the wagons and horses

for the trip bove, scoetiumes by moonlight.



Of course, life was not all picnics and dancipg. There
were disputes where tempers flared, and ceution apd dis-
cretion were discarded, Most of these disputes were over
iend. The county -1aw wes ovwer thirty miles away, and when
dizagreements cccurred there wasn't time to follow the legal
frocedures, even if the parties inwlvwed lad the desime to
do so. Caonsequently, mer usually improvised their ofm laws.

Another cause for conflict duweing this Time was
politics. In this period, so socm zfter the Clvil War,
politics were an important part of a man's life. Many of
the Tdopraphical cketches that appear in local bistory bocks
of that day stated boldly the subjects' party affiliaticon as
one of their mjor rcles. Ty were either ‘Ygood
Regublicans® or “"good Demncrats" and they wanted everyone to
know it, They wore the title es if it were a badges of
honor.

The following wes found by a dollister reporter %hen he
mds a trip to San Bepito to write a feature story for thes
lol newspaper oo that part of the camty. We ipclude it
here tecmize it pgives o feeling of the politicsl climte in
the area at that time and heconse it wes writhen by one of
Bear Valley's first settlers, end establizhes the year of
his arprival in the wlley. 1t starts with the reporter's
explanation:

San ﬁenitc is a wvery hbealtly locaticm.
The climte is exceptional, Deathe sgldom
cocolr - one death only s nppened within the
past two years The elewation is 1,325 fget

above sSer level. T air iz mre and
invigorating and coe or TWo physicians who hawe
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ventured to fix upr a shingle or cater for
msiness have had to leave oo aceomt of the
general healthfulness of pecgple.

The following poem was placed an a public
position near Jepnard's store emd  being
attracted by its singelar method of bidding
farewell to & life-long profesgion, W= copied
it for the benefit of those whe wish to
preserve a Literary curiosity.

“Bear Valley, March 23, 1874
Farewell, I soon shall lesave you,
But I trust the parting will not grieve me.
More thin thirty years I have bad ip this line—
I bavwe treated the laborer, lawyer, loafer and divine—
I nave traveled twenty thousapd miles upon my beat
Froo oy guiet retreat, -
Over nipe vears havwe bere stayed,
And bow many coffins have ever been displayed?
Ch ye that judse with the knowledge of an ass
Pine for some fawrite mRie owr a glass,
I soon shall leave for distant lands
dnd T trast I shall leawe youl in Dettor hands.
I den't wish to mke another trip
Where the people are destitute of friendship,
4s I newer hold the pecple dear
Where I cannot believe a word I hear.
Pleasa bring some drunkerd from a2 foreign clime
And let him bere put in his time.
4s I have no furtber time I wish to waste,
And he will be more congenial to your taste.
Some revemae by chance he mey lay up if be should board or dwell
Fram Gilroy, Hollister or Hell.
. The day you make the change your God you will forever bless.
Especizlly if ke is a little on the secesh (secessionist)
Bat should I in after life my error sse
I will bring you Meck 2 deck of cards apd a bottle of whiskey."
fsicned) A.W. Powers
"u whom it my omeern: LB, I this day resign all
right, title and interest in the practice of mdicine. I will see
any cases I now have cn hand through, tut believipg that I should
not ko mrally or financially benefited 1 shall positively decline
talking any new case., If nine ¥ears experience with you is of any
velue to me, 1, a5 a generus man am duty bownd to resign in favor
of sciEone more needy."
feimed) A.W. Pcwersm

70 Evening Free lance, August 8, 1874, microfilm.
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There was oot however, despite Dr. Powers' resignation,
any other cause to believe that ke ever really did quit the
practice of medicine.

In Septomber 1885, "[oc” Fowers met a viclent de;a.‘th.
All the signs pointed to & conspirecy inwolving ERDY
pramoent citizens in the aveA, Wit no coovictian and
sentencing were ever satisfied. The only thipg that the
incident did prove was an atopspbere of tension throughout
the ﬁlley that placed many -good families on opposite
sides. People eitber believed thnt the doctor was no good
or that pe was the kKindest men wWbo ever liwved. This even
segmred to drain the spirit froom all those Jliving in the
valley for a time, tut this condition cleared after a few
Years, especizlly with the arrivwel of a pew generation and
of new neighbors.

Bear Valley was not the only cammunity in San Benito
County afflicted with e case of guick temers pnd smldering
guns., The conditions thraughout 8l] of San Benito County
were tecoming the brunt of meny derogatory remnrks appearing
in newspapers in other citiegs.

Toe San Jose Mercury reported one day that.

A gentleman, well posted in the mtter, informs
s thkat io San Benito county during the seven
veurs of its orgpanization, there beve poourrad
no less than fifty—two bonicldes, and mly one
murderer, ¥asquez, has been punished.

To which the indigpnant editor of the Hollister
ne#spaper repllad:
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Your informant is so "well posted" that not a
single staterment in the abow paragraph is
correct. Im the first place, San Benito county
was organized eight years ago; secondly, the
Vasquez murders occurred in Monterey ooanty;
thirdly, ipstead of fifty—two homicides your
"wellposted” informant refers to only tweelve
have been commtted in this county sineca its
organization. -

Those in 3an Benito cainty were beginning to be rather
touchy con the subject of their law enforcement. The editor
in the local newspaper even went So far as to imply that the
reporters on the other newspapers that made such statements
as ths one above, were simply Spreading lies about San
Benito county in an attespt to keep people from wanting to
settle there. Judee George Ereen, of Dry lake area, spoke
of the situaticn when he was septencing a man for the second
degree murder in 1889 of Cornelius Waters. The man’s name
was Stome.

Stone's many friends, in t=ying to belp him, bad testi-
fied to his jionocence and to witnessing the sbooting of
¥aters. Their testimny had the coposite effect. By their
testiwony, Stone was found guilty, for it proved the hullet
calld not bave entered the body fron the position, =nd in
the way, that the defendant, Stone, had claimed.

Judge Breen stated that although his sympethies may
have been with the aging defendant, whea 2 had konown far
many vears, "The pood name of the comty mist be viodi-

cated." He had no choice it to sentence the convicted mn



7l The sentencing, however, was never carTied

to prison.
aut. After many retrials the case was forgotten.

But San Benito oounty residents soon learned to langh
at themselves and cepitalize on their fame by getting otbhers
to smile with them, and from that time on they were cn the
way to recovery Irom the tensions that had prewmiled. This
quality is exenmplified by the 3an Benito correspondent *ho
began his colum one day: This smell place has not been
heard from in some time, so I will breek the ice. The
weather is fine. Mo murders or suicides since threshing.”’Z
| The pecple in Sen Benito cointy wers ready to turm

their energies to more [roductive pursuits, and to picnic

egain.

71 1bid., day 3, 1889
72 Ipid,, Ootober 2, 1891.
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Chapter 4

FRESERVATI(WIST INFLUENCE (1835-1308)

Before 1888, any reference to the "Falisades,” or
Pinnacies, in 1ocal newspapers aor any other publication was
st noticeable by its absence. The earliest citing was in
the 1881 publication that told of the old mining town of
Rootville that bad been located six miles nartheast of
Soledad. The item titled, “A Remarkable Canyon," though it
did not give a familiar name to the canyon, is an agcurate
description of the area on the west side of the Pinnacles
Mational Morument thraugh which the Balconmdes, or Old
Pinnacles, Trail now leads. Tie reference is found in the
Monterey County section of the bock and is as folicows:

Five miles north of this old mining ground is a
singular valley, probably mlf a mile in length,
and exceedingly narrow. Towering upon either
hand, for a height of two thousand feef, are
perpendicular walls of rock. At the extrems
oppesite the place of entrance is an encewols
egg—shaped bolder, just fillins the interstice
between two walls, and fitting so sougly Bs to
effectually bar all entrance or exit. Beneath
the stone is a space just sufficient to admit the
Passape of A mountain stream. 4 short distance
below this is a smll walley campletely rock
bound, if we except a passage Way of sik feet 1in
width af either extremity. It is a matter of
absclute impossibility to effect either entrance
or exit from this valley in any other way but by
one of these passes. This is said to have been a
favorite stronghold of Joaquin Murieta. Vasquez
ig also said to have socught its retirement, when
closely pursued, and to I'H.velen,jr::yed many dayvs of
gquiet in its secures retireat.

1 History of San Benito County {(San Francisco: Ellict
and ¥oore Publication, 188l) p. 13o.
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Iocal residents had the area of the "Palisades” as
alimst a private playpround for what fame it had ackieved
was entirely due to work of mputh advertising. Perhaps this
unique region was taken for granted by the people who Lived
nearby since the japmed skyline was sp much a part of their
daily lives. Then beginning in 1889, the correspondent from

Bear Valley to the Hollister Evenipg Free lance besmn

mentioning the "famous 'Palisedes'” in almost every column
of his that appeared in that newsmper.

The correspondents to the locil newspapers were usuelly
ane of the best sources of informtion about the residents
living in their particnlar are&s, much ss they are today,
They menticned new neighbors, birtbks, deaths, marrlages and
many social events. The only difference hetween the
correspondents of today and the ones to the early newspapers
wzs their failure to =ign their true names. Then around
1830, they began adopting pseudonyms, T[espite pleas from
the editors, in the next few years, to have the correspon-
dents sign theirt rightful names, the poeundonyms continued.
Sometimes, also, there would be little werhal EREitles
carried on betveen correspondents of different lecalities.
Beginning arcund the year 1882, Bear Valley, later known as
"Cock," began to be rgpresented by a correspondent who
called hinself “"Knot Init."

Ther= was angther event in Bear Valley that sesmad to

almet coincide with the new awarcness of the Pinnacles;
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that was when the Jobn Hain family arrived fram Michigan to
settle in the valley in 1B86.

The Hains had come overland, foo, but in a boxcar of a
railway irain that mide the crossing of the Jlerras quite a
different mtter tmn it bad besn in a cr::vered wagon. The
Jotm Halns had eight children who were all fairly well grown
at the time the family came west. The oldest son, Sclmyler
C. Hain, was already merried and remined in Michigan with
his wife apd children. The other seven Hain children, (Ewe,
ﬂﬂ:hlu‘, Carrie, Flora, Mary, Sadie and Frank) made thed move
to California with their parents. The Hains had relatives
in San Jose by the name of White, which is probably why they
picked the staticon at Niles, near Mission San Jose, to
disembark from tis train. They did not remin in San Jose,
however, except for Arthur, tut sent to Bear Valley where
John Halp began homesteading on the east side of the Valley
behind the Powers estate.

There had been a tand playing at the Niles station that
day wren the Hains arrived iz (aliformia and, as Artimr Hain
alighted fram the train carrying a cornet, someone from the
tand approached him and offered him s job playing in tie
bard. 8o, Arttur remined in Ban Jose for 4 while working
85 84 musician. He later joined the rest of the Hain famdly

in Bear ?a.lle:;.z

2 Statement by Mrs. Lou (Bessie Hain Olsen) Webl,
retired rancher, in personal interview, Bear Valley, March 9,
1377, :



In 1889, John Hain purchased the Powerz estate and the
farmily moved their residence to the west side of the walley,
where the present bome of Mrs. Lou (Bessie Hain) Webb is
located.

The Hains were a family who a.lwa:,rs_ seemed to e
actively involved in sowe new endeavor. Perhaps this was a
trait that had hbeen leamed from their father, Jolm Hain.
Coe example of this is the wey in which John Hain handled
the problem of the Bear Valley rcad.

The road through Bear Valley at the time the Hains
sattled there was not a public rcad. The road led across a
series of private properties that regquired the trawler to
he contimally sounting and dismounting his horse or »ageon,
to be cpeming and closing the gates that greeted him on &
journey frem one end of the valley to the other. This
situation might hawe led the traveler to think the wvalley
should have been mors apprapriately namsd "Cate Valley.”
This was a condition that appalled John Hain, who set cut. to
rectify the matter by circulating B petition that was then
presented to the San Benito board of supervisors. The
petition msked that the rcad through Bear Valley be deemed a
county road.3

m the porth end of the wmlley, the new county road did

not follow beklind the present fire station, arcund the =dege

3 Evening Free lance, (Hollister) May 5, 1889,
micrafilm.
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(a1 ﬁclumrg canyon end emerge near J.T. Prawett's home, as
the old road had. The new road led in front of the present
fire station, past Henry Melemdy's amd then on to J.T.
Prew=tt's, as the present road does. Jotn T. Prewett
resented this change in the routing of the road. He tumed
in 2 bill for $100 to the county far cutting -B.cross his land
that e nommily bad under eultivation.? Consequently, this
section of the road was dubbed "The $100 Road," a npame that
has "hung cn" throsgh the years.?

Schuyler C. Hain hbad visited the rest of the Hain c¢lan
since tleir mve west. In 2 later writing he refers to
thess visits, btut e does not mentlon ow mpy vislts or the

dates of the wvisits. In the summer of 1821, Schmler Hain

moved to Bear Valley and after securing & home, be was .

joined in November of that year by his wife and children.®

His brother, Arthur, win was mrrying J.7. Prewett’s
davighter, Nellie, hvd settled just north of John Hain's home
¥here Arthur's and Nellie's danghter, Mrs. Feter (!uhrga.-ret
Hain Weir) Clausen later lived. Artlur Hzin's bouse was
locited near the road, just south of Bear Valley school.

Schuyler Hain settled just north of the school, but his

% Thid.

5 Statement by Jef Schmidt, rancher, in personal
interview, Bsar Yalley, March 28, 1977,

& Evening Free lance, November &, 1891, microfilm.
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house was set back farther fram the rosd, where Mr. Horace
Bacon now lives (gra.ndsdn of the senior Horace Bacon}).

* There were several other noteworthy events in the area
that took place near that period of time, Petitions were
being cireulated and seat to the Posimaster General
requesting daily meil service to San Penito. This Seemed 2
reasonable  rTequest for a  district that hed so  mny
residents.?

Athooagh it ook severel years before it became a
reality, the people of San Benito were also beginning to
want teleplone service to their district. As it was,
without teleplones, it tock thwee days to get an order to
Hollister and back.8 |

The talk of the whole county however, was the new Steam
engloe threshing mechine that John T. Prewett had purchased.
J.T. had causad quite a commotion as he drove the machine
thrcugh Hollister an his way bkome after the purchase. It
was first thought to be some sort of conveyaoce for ha.U.ling
produce from his ranch to mrket.? This was a reasonable
mistake considering tbat the machine wazs the first contrag-
tion of its kind ever seen in the county.

The pecple of Willow Creek refused to take the

mechanized monster sericusly and they suppgested that John

7 Ibid., July 7, 1889.

8 Ibid., May 3, 189l.

?® Bvening Free lance, September 11, 1891, microfilm.

(L]



Prewett had bought & ™white eleptant" instead of a
tiresher.’0 Trat year J.T. tad mrvested all the wheat in
the valley, save the hﬁelem:l?'s.ll

Soon, Flora Hin had bepun teaching at the Erie school
in Hernandez Valley and Cerrie Hain sterted teaching at Live
(ak school, midway hetwesen Bear Valley a.ndl Paicines — and
soan, Fraok Heio was off to collepe studying to become a
lawyer.

Beginning in 1888, almost every correspondence fran
Bear Valley that appeared in the Hollister oewspaper bad
some reference mentioning the "Pallisades,”™ amd in 1881 it
began to e referred to as the Pinnecles. There were

listings of neighbors who had visited the "Falisades, wl2

and
renticn was made of the Prewett girls escorting a visiting
friend on a horseback trip to the "Pelisades," even if the
bovs clldn’t go: ". . . anyvthing to view those magnificent
'Palisades. '3

One accaowmnt was of 2 May DAy plcendic with all tWE-'IJ-t}"-
three of the Bear Valley sclool children in attendance,
along with enough adults to make the entire group mumber
fifty. James T. Butterfield drove the wapon that day and he

was agssisted by Horace Bacon. The item gave 2 vivid

10 mig., July 12, 189l.
1l Inid., September 11, 1891,
12 myig., June 28, 1888,

13 Evening Free lance, July 19, 1889, microfilm.
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description of the bumpy ride to the picnic grounds. The
pichic ares was one mile from the caves (the Balconies caves
on the west side of the Momurent. Bear Guich at that time
had no access road, and if ever mentioned wms referred to as
& separste entity).l?

It was pot lomp befare people living in the northern
end of the county were wondering what those living in the
sauthern part of the county wers raving aboit when they
spoke of the Plonacles. To satisfy their curiosity, the

editor of the Hollister Evening Free Lance sent a reparter

on & trip to Bear Valley and to the Pimnacles so that be
might renort first lend upon the place. The reporter mic &
glowing account of his trip for the readers of that

newspaper, o

It wa=s =uch a glowing account that now the town
afficiazls really had their interest araised. So two months
later nothing would satisfy those officiels except to visit
the Pinnacles themselves. Ten of the most prominent men in
Hollister, along with a driver snd reporter froo the news-
paper, left Hollister at 6:00 a.m. on a Saturday morning

with the Pinnacles as their destination and arrived sbout

14 mig., My 8, 1889,

15 mid., april 1, 1892.
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2:30 p.m.”s They were welcoared at the plenic by Mrs. lature
and Mr. and Mrs, Alex Eaton, along with a party of about
fifty persons.

The party fram Hollister camped that night at the
Pinnacles and returmed the next nnmingl to Bollister,
comvinced that San Benito County hed 2 fine towrist
attraction — if only it were a little more accessible.

There was not much mere piblicity in the Hollister
newspaper the neaxt few vears on the Pinnacles except for
correspondence from Bear Valley — such as when a young man,
Will Townsend, rode s "Cleveland” bicycle from Hollister
to the Pinnacles,? or when A.W. White and friend, both

students at Stanford University, visited one Easter vacation

16 Those making the trip from Hollister were: T.W.
Hawking; undsr—sherifi Brown; L.M. ladd; M.C. Briggs, Jr.;
Frark Boulton; Dr. F. H. Philipps; Gordon MeFoote; Sam
Freels; James T. Lahiff; ¥.W. Bleck; Montgomery and Shaw.
Among those waiting at the picnic ares were: Hamilton, San
Jose: tlhree women from San Franciseo; and the rest, all frem
San Benito county, were: C.W. and J.F. Root; Mr. & Mrs.
¥.J. Dosmey; Mr. % Mrs., Enoch Mylar & daughter; De Witt
Appleton; Miss Blosser; Miss BEdith Staw; O.F. and B.F.
Bacon; Wash Brown; Miss Eate Brownm; Fred Towle; FRichard
Riley; Cus Shields; Mr. & bdrs. Logan Cormwell, Hattie,
Jason, Warren and Jesse Cornwell; W, Jose and Miss Maude
Jose; Charles Werner; Judsze B.F., Starr; Jom Tatlmm znd son;
Mr=. Llature and Miss MNorm lature; Misses Neva Malcom,
Lillie Henry, Macmi ladd and Mr. & Mrs. Louis ladd; Walter
MeClure; Mr. £ Mrs., Alex Eaton and Eva Eaton; James A.
Eearpey; William K, Brown; William F. Shaw and A.D. Show;
Cagss Asheroft and James Hawkdins (most of these namss are
recopnizable as being from the Bear Valley, San Benito or
Mulberry argas), Evening ¥#r=e lance, Juns 24, 1892,
mh.crof 1 1m.

17 Evening Free lanes, June 23, 1893, microfilm.
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with White's uncle, Joim Hain, and “tock in" the Pinnacles.l3
The column noted when pecple fram other cities came to the
Pimacles, such as a Mr. Worthington of San Jose,lg or
saeveral pecple from 3an Francisco who spent cne Fourth of

July there.20

At one time there was talk of putting up a
resort lotel there, after C.W. Root hrought a party of
capitalists from San Francisco to view the spot, but nothing
mire was ever heard of that proposed hotel. 2+

In 1894, it wms anncunced toat Bear Valley was to bave
its own post office, to ke named "Cook.® Schuyler Hain was
to be pa-stlIﬂ.‘StEl‘.zz It seems there was another Bear Valley
in {the state; and when the sscond choice for a name,
"Brockside, " was submitted, the residents wers informed that
tte name was too long. M¥rs. S5.C. Hain's meiden narme, Cook,
was then sent in and the postsl depsrtment approved it. The
name of "Cock" remined until 1924, when the post office
name was changed to "Pinnacles,” California.Zd

Though Schayler Hain was postmaster, the post Crfflice
w2t in the Artihur Hain residence. 8ince Arthur's hnuse was

situzted ¢loser to the road than Schiyler's house, it was

18 1bid., March 30, 1894.

19 Evening Free Lance, June 23, 1893, microfilm.
20

ibid., June 6, 1884,
21 1bid., August 3, 18%4.
22 myid., April 20, 1894.

23 Webb, Mayrch 9, 1977,
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much mpre convenlent for the mail carrier and alsc for the
patrons, to have the post office in Arthur's boms Nellie,
Artlur's wife, ran the cperation fran their home.

Three of the Hein girls got mrried and moved away.
Carrie Hoin merried AW, Curtis of Live Oak whom she md met
while she was teaching school there; Eva Hain married J.B.
Eoot fram la Fayette and Flora Hain parried C.B. Hartes of
Vs Clty.

There were many other events in Bear Valley of interest
around tmat time. In 1885, John T. Prewett retired from
ranching and left ome of his daughters and her tmsband in
clargs of the ramch. Mr. and Mrs., Prewett, along with
"Grapdpz"  (Uncle &Ham) Prewett, mwved into Hollister to
live. J.T. worked as a buicher for the Bockdale Mercantile
Company in Hollister after the move.2*  The Rockdale
building was destroyed in the 1906 eartiguake .2

Schuyler and Arthur Hain purchased +the Prewett
threshing rachine and saw miil. A wan by the name of Tlnlm.s :
Mills worked as an engineer an the Hain Brothers' engine for
a2 whila. The whistle on the engine could be heard
resounding through the valley as wood was being sawed for

use on the Hein Brothers Rﬁtm;:h-:?“’5

24 wobb, March 30, 1977.

25 Robert Iaccooe, Sunset'’s Earthjuske Country (Menlo
Park: lane Books, 19715 p. B6.

%

Evening Free lance, November 22, 1885, micrafilm.
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.Schuyler Hein and Henry Melendy were elected to the
school mrd in 1886, | Jjoining such neighbors as Oscar
Brtterfield and Axel Borgman.2’

Henry Melendy had always led the field in the nmumter of
moantain lions ¥illed, amd his sons followed his example.
If a lion was after the Melendy' cattle in Erks canyon, you
caald be sure George would have the cat before long. One
lion that George and Tomy Melendy slew measursd seven feet
and weighed 120 j:.‘_@.lndi-zﬁ

Henry Yelendy put in a blacksmith shop on his ranch and
set out to lsarn the trade.=®

Before Gearge Melendy went off to caollege, = attended
mziness college in Mollister. This was a step e never
regretted, for thia usiness education became & wvaluable
asset in the vesrs to come in the management of a large
ranch,30

John Hain was teking & 1ot of ribhing aboit the "wild
horse” he bed improvised. Beople were telling him fthat fhe

imvention "locked like a cross between a rerry-—go-round and

N Iyid., June 14, 1895.

28 fening Free lance, Jamary 24, 1896, micrafilm.

29 Inid., april 27, 1897.
0 Statement by Mrs. Kingsley (Cmarlott Melendy)

Berberick, rancher, in personal interview, Willew Creek,
April 20, 1977.
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horse power" but John said it was Jjust the thing {for
breaking wild horses. St ‘

fndrew Irwin traded his ranch for coe twelve pnles frem
Fugene, Oregon and moved his family there.52 A Professor
Walling and s Mr. Cook resided on the Irwin place for a
while,3 then Irwin's son-in-law, A.A. Baker bought the
property. This is now pert of the Melendy rench.

A.A, Baker and Mr. Hubbell put in a2 pumping station on
Hubbell's property at the bottom of the Bear Valley Grade,
in the Willow Creek district.>

Al during these wyears the fame of the Finnacles
continued to prow as more and more groups of people
contimed to visit the site amd return home “singing its
praigses.” There was ane report & seweral “"Hollisterites”
visiting tke Pinnacles; one of eighteen pecple from Panoche
visiting the Pinnacles; and one report stated that a group
fram San Juan went to the Pinnacles oo Saturday, Bear Guich
on Sunday and Chalone Peak on donday, with dery and Fra.nk

Hain acting a5 their glid.es.BE The first mentiom of = party

31 Evening Free lapce, Jamiery 13, 1896, microfilm.

32 Ibid., June 27, 1898.
33 fhid., Jamary 1, 1899.
¥ Thid., May 27, 1894,

39 Gvening Free Iance, July 10, 1B86, mhicrofilm.
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visiting Bear Qulch statead that ". . . it bid well o rival
the Pinnacles."36

Thare was ope amising story told of a yvoung minister
and a friend who arrived at the Pipnacles on a Friday with
the intention &f camping there that night and leaving for
home early Saturday afternoon. They tuwrned their horse aat
to pasiure and the horse wandered of £, Tt took "Ollie"
Bacon one and one-hglf days, at three dollars a day, to find
the horse. Meanwhile, the minister had to walk to Soledad
and catch the train back home to Gilroy so as not to be late
for Sunday services. 37

There were several other activities in the Pinnacles
area that oerited mention. There had teen a quicksilver
mne in San Benlto for some time and in 1899, Al Anderson
began tunneling for quicksilver an the Buits Panch at Pine
M_Eﬂ

A3 we noted earlier, Henry Melville had several mining
claims in the Paleonies area and in 1898 some parties ﬂ‘cm
Paicines located & mine near Bear Guleh.® Mo names were
cited for these mrties So we do not know whether a later

reference to Thoxms Flint's mine as "lodking good," and

I 1i4., My 8, 1894,
7 Thid., May 27, 1898,
38 tpid., March 24, 1899,

39 Evening Free lance, Aprill 1, 1898, microfilm.
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¥r. Flint being given the go-abead to sink ancther 100 feet
to tunnel, was referring to the Bear Gulcfl mne or not.¥

Teere was also a Captain Nicols who . . . thought e
hxd struck it rich at the mine", tut who Captain Nieols was,
or where his mine was located, remins a mystery,4t

In 18926, William Hooton, Artmr Hain and L. Lathrop
discoverad a ledge of qQuariz pear the Pinnacles?? and some
cther Bear Valley residents, Elmer and Oscar Batterfield,
Jemes Munroe and Ranscm Rose, held stock in the Alliance
Mining Compeny. Since they attended stﬂblders' mreetings
in Gilroy, this mine my not 'owe been located in the
inmediate vieinity.®

All this increase in mining activity in the Pinnacles
aTea only proved to the pen who wanted to preserve the place
for its scenlc beauty that he #as right in his convictions,
and made him more determined than ever in that cause.

¥hen Schuyler C. Hain came o (3lifornia in 1891, and
on previcus wvisits, he had been very imfressed by the
Pinpacles, but he found there weré many scenic wonders in
California for one Who bhad pot traveled in mountain
regions. Beiog from a2 part of the country that had very

different terrain, be supposed those sorts of rock

o

40 Ibid., June 10, 1898.
41 myid., May 11, 1804,
42 Ibid., April 3, 1896.

43 Ibid., June 12, 1896.



formtions as found at the Pinnacles were comon in all
mntain areas.
- Fohyler Hain's coasin, A.W. White, was a student at
Stanford University. At the suggestion of Mr. White, cne of
his profegsars, Dr. Gllbert, accomanied Mr. White to Bear
Velley in 18393 to spend Easter vacation 3,:!; Jobn Hain's.
After a wisit to the Pinnecles, Dr'. Gilbert stated, "I have
travelaed in South America and Alaska, visited YoSemite and
climbed the Matterhorn, tut for wariety of <scenery and
beauty of colaring, I have never seen the equal of this on
the same area.*3
It was thlat statement by Dr. Gilbert that started
Schuyler Hain to thinking. After pondering upon the matter
for some time, he then resolved to use all his energies
toward the preservation of the Pinnacles for posterity. He'
began by tryving to met organizetions in the area interested
in the same cause. It started as a one-man publicity
campaimm bat after a few years he had not made mch
rrogress. He had lantern slides taken of various scenes of
the Minnacles, and also sare large photoprephs that he would
Aave on display when he attended meetings of orpaniztions,
glving lectures and showing the slides of the Pinnacles. He

sttended meetings in Hollister, Gilroy, Jan Jose, San

4 Schuyler C. Hain {(unpublished paper, "Pinnacles
Matianal donurent,”" Pinnacles Mational Monurent files, file
nz. H-14) p.2,.



Francisco and meny other citles delivering his lecture and
showing his slides. '

It was after one of these lectures in Holligter at a
meeting of the Central Coast Counfies Association, composed
of Santa Clara, San Mateo, Santa Crum, San Inds Obispo and
San Bepito Counties, that Schuyler Hain was alupprv:ﬂ.ched Ly an
official of the Scuthern Pacific Railroad, Mr. Paul Snoup.

Mr. Shoip told Schuyler Hhin an intriguing story. He
said that be had always been interested in history, and even
when be was still an office toy he wWould spend his free time
reading history bpodks at the Mechanies Library in San
Francisco. That is bow he became curicus as to the loceation
of the "extrzordinary mountain” Captain George Vancoiver hnd
referred to as being in the Monterey Bay region in his

recards publisted in Vovage of Discovery in 1801. Whenever

Mr. Shcup hed the occasion to be in the Monterey area he
would mke imquiries of locel residents as to the possible
location of such & mountain, Then one day, Dear Paraiso
Springs, soutlwsst of Soledad, the driver of the stage in
which Shoup was riding suggested tiat it might be that
mountain to the east, as he pointed acroess the walley to the
Finnzcles, scme twenty miles away. Paunl Shoup was convinced
timt he had rediscovered Captain George Vancauver's

o tain.
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Schuyler Hain was delighted with the story, and b= at
once incorporated it into his lectures. Scon, the Pinracles
became known as "Vanccuver's Pinnacles,"3

This sams stary appeared in Sunset megazine in 1303
under the pvare of Denald MeDonzld, with photegraphs by S.C.
Eb.in-qe Since Paul Shoup was reportedly an executiwve of the
Scutbern Preific Company, and since Sunset was a publication
of the Scuthern Pacific Conpany, it does not seem likely
that the article could have been written without Mr. Shoup's
Enowledge, Mr. Shoup may also have used & pen nare for the
article tut we fird no other connection between the two
narnes, The writer, McDonald, also mentions &4 gdide but not
by name. Schuyler Hain mentions the Sunset pintograpler in
his history of the Pinnacles; "Here the sunsets (sic)
plotographter made as if to throw his expensive camera and
uttered the wish that he were an artist."¥ This leads us
to believe Schayler C, Hain was the puide for the writer of
the Sunset article. |

¥Myet  historians  accepted  the Pinpacles ag  the
"extraordinary mouwtaiu” that Vancoaver had referred o
until 1956, In that wyear Holart and Bernice Lovett,

telieving that Captain George Vanccuver had not traveled as -

45 Hain, p.5.

46 Donald McDonald, "Vancouver'’s Pinnacles,” Sunset
(San Prancisco: Scuthern Pacific Co., August 9, 1903)
Pp. S45-348.

47 Yain, p. 6.
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fer as Pamiso Springs thet doy, ==t mt to do some
iovestigmting., Besides a wertal deseription, Vancouver's
accamnt carried a sketeh by Jom Sykes of the mountain in
question that was almost as good S any photograph.

The Lovetts found such & Singular mounftain osar Fort
Ord, off (orral de Tierra Road, and tock a plcture from
approximtely the same position from which Jobm Sykes hed
mds his sketch. There seems little doubt fron the
similarity of the sketch and snmapshof that Faul Shoup mmd
been mistaken in Wis analysis.® 8o, in 1955, all mention
of Captain George Vancouver was dropped in connection with
the Pinnacles.

Coe reason for supporting the Lovett theory would be
the relativwe size of the two mountains in question. I the
foreground of John Sykes' sketeh there is a men leadipe a
torse begide a stream. The mountain in the hackground rises
solitary to a height more like the ™42 feeft of the Lovett
rountain, than the near 3,000 feet of the Pimmacles, Wh::LCh
lies nestled in e range of mountains of similar height.

Cne last reason to believe the Lowvett mountain to be
Yanecuver's mounftain is Captain Vancouver's own account of
that day from his diary:

v + - a 2Zenitle gale from the sea, and during
the night 2 calm, or gentle breesze, prevailed from

the lapd, =0 thet the precantion we had teken of
striking our vards and topmsis, since the

48 HolaTt and Bernice Lovett, mp and snapsint (foumd
in the Pinnacles Mational Momument files, £ile no. H-14),
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moent of our MWmving done so, ceased to be
necessary. This agreeable weathesr caused the water
in the Wy to be so tranguil, that landing was
aasily effected on any of its shores, and rendered
cur intercourse with the  country extremely
Pleasant.

The sume cangse operated to invite excursions
of several mrties into the country on foot and on
horse—tnck. These were rendered further agreesble
and pleasant, by the Ifriendly &and attentive
tehavior of oir Spanish friends, of which I was
s2ldom able to avail myself, not only fran the
various metters of hisiness in which I was deeply
enmped, Dt from the wery debiliteted state of oy
health, under which I had severely labaired during
the eight preceding mnths; I was, however, on
Wednesday the 10th able to join in a party 1o the
valley through #hich the Monterey Riwer flows, and
wWas there gratified with the sight of the mst
extraordinary mountain I had ever beteld. On one
Side it presented the asppearance of a4 S[OERHuous
edifice fallen into decay; the columns which lookad
as if they hd been raised with mech labcur and
industry, were of great mgnitude, seemed tO e of
elerant form, and to be composed of the sRme cream-
coloured stane, of which I have before made
rention. Between these magniflcent colums were
deep excawations, resenbling different passages
into the ipterior mrts of the supposed huilding,
whose roof being the sumnit of the mountain
appeared to be wholly supported by these columns
riging perpendicularly with the most  minute
mthemtical exactness. They bad a most beautiful -
appestanca of hugen ingenuity and labour; bat since
it is not possible, from the rude and very hmble
Tace of beings that are found to be the matiwe
inhapitants of this country, to suppoee they couid
ave been capable of raising sSuch a structure, iis
being  the projuction of nature, cannot be
gquestioned, and it may not be preposterous o
infer, that it has been Iraon sindler phasnoamena
that mn has received that arehitectural knowledge,
by which be bas been enabled to m@mise those mssy
fabricks, which hevwe stood for ages in all
civilization.

In ths exewrsion I had the opportunity of
seeing #hat before I Dod been freqguently given to
understand; that the soil improwed in richmess and
fertility, as we advanced from the ocean inta the
interior of thke oamntry.

gg



Captain Vancouver then goes on to state:

The situation we now reached was an extensive
ve]lley between two ranges of lofty mountains, whose
mre elevated paris wore 2 steril and dreary
aspect, whilst the sides and intervening boson
apemed to be camosed of lumuriznt soil. On the
former some pint trees were produced of different
sorts, though of no great sSize and the latter
generally speakimg was 2 natural pasture, but the
long contimmnce of dry weather had robbed it of
its verdure, and Hhad rendered it not  very
interesting on the eye; yet the bealthy growth of
tha cak, both of the English and boliy-leaved kind,
the maple, poplar, willow, and stone pine, distri-
Mited over its surface as well in clumps as in
single trees, with a pumber of different shrubs,
rlainly showed the superior ezcellence of the sSeil
and substratem in these situationz, to that which
was found bordering on the sea shore.

) The same uninterrupted serenity of the weather
contiried, and on Friday evening the caurier from
San Diego returned, but be brought kind of intelli-
gence whatever; and the 24th being the day fixed
for the return of the express to Mexico, 1 embraced
the opportunity for transmitting to the admiralty a
brief account of ouwr Transactions during the
Preceding sunrer, and a copy of cur surveys mede in
thot and tie fO“R@" vear, which had been prepared
for that pupose.

Ceptain Vancouver clearly described the Szlinas Vallé}?
which was reached after seeing the “extraordinary” mountain
and the impression is given that the excursion was a very
siort one, returning to the ship the wvery same day. A Lrip
to Paraiso Springs would mave required much mre fime,
possibly twe or three days, than the quotation implies.

It does not seem to be that mich a concern of ours
whether George Vancouver sighited the cliffs pear Corral de

Tierra or whether be sighted the Pinnacles on that voyaze iu

49 Marpuerite Eyer Wilkur, editor, Vancouver in
Califorpia (Los Angeles: Glen [awson, 1954) pp. 203-271.
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17%4. The irportant item to us as historians is the fact
that the early promoters of the Pinnacles believed that
Captain Vancoaver had sighted their muntain., It dees not
detract fram the scenery of the Moourent to know what
Vancoiver missed that day. 4s it is oow, to the best of cur
kacwledge, the first credit of written reference of the
Pinnacles goes to the American pioneers r=ther than a
British explorer captain.

¥hen Schuyler Hain found that his campaign to save the
Pinnacles for posterity hoad not made much progress, be was
at a logs as o how to procgad.

In Janvary 1902, Dr. David Starr Jorden, who was the
President of Stanford University, was one <f the guest
speakers of the Hollister Popular lecture Course, & Series
of lectures that run tlrough six fall and winter monthbs in
Hollister. . Jordan's lecture, "The Fassion Play," was
illustrated with sterecpticon slides taken from photographs

of the 1900 Passion Play at Oberammergan.’”

[avid Starr Jordan was an influential person and be was
rencemed for his lowve of nature. Sclmyler Haip approached
Dr. Jordan after the lecture in Hollister and told him of
his project. He invited Dr. Jordan to visit the Pinnacles
ag his pguest but Dr. Jordapn was & very busy man and was

unable to oblige ¥Mr. Hain at that time.

S0 Evening Free lance, Jamary 17, 1902, microfilm.
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In Jamary, 1203, Scemyler Haio wrote to Dr. Jordan,
agrin explaining his interest in laving the Pionacles wade a
public park, and again imdting Jordan to visit the plece as
his guest. In the letter Hain mentions a Judge Cuaning, who
weaald be pleased to meet Jordan at the train in Tres Pinos
arnd bring the Doctor the rest of the way "ui) the country.”
But DOr. .Jordan was unable to camply 2t fhat time. In a
letter written in December 1903, from Dr. Jordan to SC
Hain, Dr. Jordan stated tlAt be could not possibly take the
tim for a trip to the Pinnacles at that date. He further
stated that be was willing to subscribe to aoy recomrenda-—
tion about the Pimnacles thet Professor Dudley was willing
to mke,51

The Professor Dudley mentioned was William Russell

Dudley, professor of Botany at Stanford, who mist hawe
visited the Pinnacles as Dr. Jordan's agent.

An investigation of the mircrofilmed Correspondence and
Lattertbhodks found in the arvchives of the Hoover I_ibra.r.?. at
Stanford University, Palo Alto, Califormia unfolded the next
series of events leading to the preservation of Pinnacles.

After Professor Dudley's trip to the Pinmacles and his
subsequent interest in its preservation, Dr. Jordan advised
Ludlsy to contact Congressmen J.C. Meedham of Fresno who

represented the Congressional district containing the area

51 Finnacles National Mormurent file H-14, Plonacles
Naticnal Yonwrent, Paicines, Californla.
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in guestion. Jordan suerested that Dudley eold sign the
rresident’s name to the letter as well as Dudley's, From
that time, Congressman Needham became interested in Hain's
project of getting the Pinnacles land withdrawn frﬁn entry
or settlement.

Dr, Jordan and his wife, 2z2long with a Prafessor
Kellogg, finally visited the area and were guests of Hain's
May 7, 1804. After the trip, Jordan thanked Hain for lhs
bospitality, and asked if Hein moght send the sample of
coral fossils that e ad ssen ip Hain's yard. He was sure
Professor J.P. Smith would be interested in the specirens.

Hain replied that the samples would be sent as soon as
sorecne of his family had a chance to mke the trip to Tres
Finces after haying season. He thmked Jordap for the bocks
that the educator bad sent. -

Cn May 23, 1904, Jordan sent a letter to Hein advising
him that the Pinnacles territory had been withdrawn from
entry.

Gifford Pinchot was the very powerful Chief Forester of
the United States Forest Service in 1905, Conpressmn
Needham had contacted Jordan to asK his opindon of why the
place should be preserved.

Jordan replied to Pinchot’s imquiry on February 22,
1805, stating that if it were for geological reasons alone,
he would not recamend the preservation of the area — bat

that there were rare botanical specineEns that warranted



saving, as well as the recreational value of the place to
the people in the region.

It is believed that Gifford Pinchot, who had the sar of
President Theodore Roosevelt, was the one wio aided in the
setting aside of 16,000 scres and the establisiment of
Pinnacles Maticnal Forest — Reserve b:.lr Presidential
Proclamtion om July 8, 1006,

Althmugh Dr. Jordan was a clocge friemd of the
President's, Dr. Jordan's correspondence with HRoosevwelt
cantained no mention of Pinpacles.

Cn July 7, 1905, the Hollister Evening Free lance bad

carried a notice credited to that day's edition of the San
Francisco Examiner amnowcing that the Pinnacles was to be
made & National Park or a Forest Heserve. The locil news-—
paper stated that this would be good news to all the local
citizens and to the California lLapdmarks Lespne, Wiy bad
een working to that end for so lone.

The locel citizens referred to in the article were not
nared, but aside from Scluyler C. Hain, we know that
Artimr-T. Hain and the Bacon brothers - Horace, Ben amd
Miver - were 211 active in the drive far the preservation
of the Pimnacles.”t We do not know the identity of any
other local residents who may have been responsible for the

effort.

51 Statement by Mrs. Frark (Ethel Hain) Wilkinson,
rancher, in personal interview, Bear Valley, 4 May 1977.
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The reference in the article o the California landmark
Leapue iz the only ¢one ever found. Usually the landmark
League, (or Club), was more linterested in preserving the
California Missions than it was in the preserwtion of
wilderness areas - ut there is cne connection that
logically follows that the Leaguwe may bave had ap active
part in the campaizn for the preservation of the Plmmacles.
The Califennia landmrk Leapue was the publisher of the
magazine Cut West, and the president of that mgazine's
staff srs Dr. David Starr Jordan. It was also in Qut West
that Setuyvler ©. Min's article on the Pionmacles was
published. 2

Just wees before the proclamtion establishing
Pinnacles Mational Forest Reserve, on 8 June 1208, Conpress
passed a law which epabled the President by mroclamation to
establish paticnal momuments. It is a little ironic that
these men tad been locking so bard for a way to preserve tie
Pinnacles, and now the perfect law for doing just that had
been magsaed, but too late, because the‘ wheels were already
in motion that lad o the creation of Pinnacles Mational
Forest Reserve. The name of the law sas the Antigquities
Act.

The Antiquities Act was aired at preserving Indian

gités and giving legal protection agpinst dammging or

52 Schuyler C. Hain, "The Pinnacles of San Bendto
County," Qut West, Anpust 19056, Vol. XXITYI, No. 2, pp. 124-
133.



resoving Aoy mstorical objects from public lands. The Act
also empovered the President to procla2im as a national
momment, any lands oaned ar acquired by the federml
governoent that contained  prehistoric or historic
structures, landmrks or objects of historic or scenie
interest. |

There prevalled for sowe time the gquestion of what was
meant by the term, "mopurent." A moument in this country
had generaily been statiary, such as 3 soldiers' or sallors!
mmrent.  In Burope the term %25 used to designate any
natural object regarded as a mmment to natire's mmandi-
work. A national moooment took on oore of the European
usige of the ward. One mzin way in which a national
mewment differs from a national park is that a monument
usally s ocne distinctive feature while a national park
shoald have two or more distinctive fEﬂ.'tUIES.EB

The Pinnacles Mational Forest Ressrye was a part of
what was at that time the Monterey Mational Forest, Wﬁich
ineluded Do Paleos amd the Mew Idria area. The Agriculture
Department realized that the limited timber walue in the
Pinnacles area bardly warragted the administration of toe
region a3 & Matigonal Forest, and set ocut to find ancotioer way

o preserve the rock formations.

53 §illiam C. Everhart, The Mational Park Service (New
York, Wasiineton and London: Prasger Publisters, 1972) p. 12.
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Pinchot soon saw the advantage of the place being a
momurent owver being & forest reserve and set about to
carrect the error. Forest inspector George W, Deavy was
dispatched to Pinnacles for the burpose of malting a report
on the establishment of Pinnacles as a natiopnal momument.
Peavy’s favorable report was made on 3 Allg';.ls't 19-0?,54 and
the Proclamtion establishing 2,080 acres as the Pinnecles
Mational Momnment was made on 16 Jamary 1908.

One drawback of the National Forest status was that it
did not protect the lang from such commercial expleoitation
as mining, and mpmurent status would offer tat protec—
tion. S0 there prokably would never have been  any
wneasiness on the parf of the Pinnacles boosters if
Pinnacles National Mornument had not been such a reduced size
canpared to Pinmacles Hational Forest Beserve. Then too,
the national forests Were a well known comodity in our
nation, it no one waAs quite SL'II:E Just yet as to what a
naticnal moourent was. Besides, the Forest Service was a3
well organized agency in the Asriculture Department, and the
parks were in a sorry state with practically no organizm—
tion, beding handled fram a desk in ithe corner of the General
1and Office of the Department of the Interior in Washington.

Fran the archives at Stanford University we find that

Scluyler Hain agaip wrote to Invid Starr Jorden expressing

54 Pinnacles Matiopal Momwrent file no. H-14, Pinnacles
Haticnal Monument, Paicipnes, California.
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his very strong concern over the Forest Service's intention
of abapdoning Pinnacles as a Forest Reserve. Jordan egain
contacted Meodham seeking bhls Belp to save Piooacles from
private explcoitation whick would be the case if the Forest
Service withdrew fran the area  throwing the lands
surrounding the momument open to entry. Jordan suggested
that the abandonment of the ares would be to the advantage
of catitle interests.

Congressman Needham replied to Jordan in May of 1808
secondlng Jordan's concern, ead stating that he had written
to Pipchot asking him to weit on the =bandonment of
Pinnacles Metional Forest Reserve until be had consulited
those interested in the mtter. Needham suggested that
Jordan alsp write Pinchot woicing his sentiments.

Jardan did write Pinchot saying that he never wanted
the Pinnacles area to become a "peep show,” and to have ihe
local flora destroyed by grazing interests.

fppealing to Gifford Pinchot had worked, and the Forest
Service did not abandon Pinpacles Nationsl Forest Reserve at
that time.

43 lopg as Pinchot was the Chief Forester, the Forest
Service remained to administer the Pinnacles and did not
abandon the reserve. But Gifford Pinchot was io the
historie battle for his political life with Reaymond A.
Ballinger, the Secretary of the Cepartmeat of the
Interinr. In the year 1810, the Chief Forester was relieved

of his duties by President Taft. 30 the plan to abandon the
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Pimnacles MNaticnal Forest Heserve began anew under the
urging of local mpelrvisorﬁ af the Forest Service.

Oo 13 July of 1910, F.E. Olmsted, Distriet Forester in
the San Francisco office, wrote to Schuyler Hain and Cevid -
Starr Jordan quoting o report by Farest Supervisor Tyler,
who had mde an investigation of the Pinnacles the previcus
year, in which Tyler urged the eliminetion of Pinnecles as a
forest reserve. Although he felt the area should be
preserved, and it was under protection =25 a wational
monument, Tyler felt it was not £it to e a nmational forest.
Tyler had previpusly written in response to a letter from
Hain that be felt it was not a matier for the Forest Service
to handle, and suggested fhat it might help if Haio eould
get the area set aside as 2 state gare refuge.

Jordan was ot af the country at the time Olmsted's
letter arrived and it was referred to Professor Dudley.
Dndley suggested that Olmsted contact locel pecple on the
mtter, that they would be mores informed on the su.bjtacf -
Bt Dudley did not believe that a._ll the rock formtions were
covared by the national momnent.

Wren Jordan did answer Olmeted's ipguiry, it was to
state tmt Dudley would te more informed on the matter, and
he would stand by any decision that Dudley might mke.
Jordan said that be realized that the Forest Service bad to
carry out its general policy, and that he sgreed entirely

with Olmsted's siaterent of facts in the case.



The mest of thls portion of the story comes from the
PFinnacles files at the Mational Archives in Washington,
D.C. ©On 13 August 1910 Olmsted sent a letter to the Chief
Forester, renewing his recowmmendation for the elimination of
that section of Montersy MHationzl Forest Knoem as Pinnocles
Forest Reserve.

Associate Forester FPotter answered on 24 Augnst 1810
that Oimsted's recowmendation was approved and the area
wolld remain under the durisdiction of the Department of
Interior. Ono 16 Decemher 1910, the Secretary of Agriculture
wrote to Secretary of Interior Baymond Ballinger that the
Pinnacles was now under Ballinger's jurisdiction by the
Presidential Proclammtion of 12 Decerper 1910 which mde
certain chomeges in the boundaries of the Monterey Mational
Forest, (alifornmia - the area formerly known 23 Pinnacles
Division having been eliminated.

(ne other interesting sidelight involving proaninent
pames of that era occured in Jamary of 1811 w.hen
Conpressman Needham wrote Tt Secretary  Ballinger
recomeending & S.E. Witcher of Soledad to the job of
aistodian of Pinnacles Mationmal Monument. Needham also
imuired in the letfer as to whether any money ocould be
found for & rcad from Soledad to the momment.

Ballinger forwarded the letter to the Commissioner of
the Bureauw of the Generml Iand Office, Fred Dennett.
Ballinger relaysd Cennett's messzge to Meedhem in which the

Commssioner stated that they could not afford a cugtodian
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at Pipnaples, aopd that thers was no money for the tuilding
of a road to the momment.

Back in 1909, when it Jocked as 1f the Pinnacles
Maticma]l Farest Reserve might be 2bandoned, Schuyler Hein
started working on the suggestion that the lapd surrauinding
the mopument might be afforded some protection if 1t were
mde a game refuge. e again conmtacted Dr. Jordan, who lent
his support to the matter, and Congressmn Needhbam.

Congresamn Needbam informed Mr, Hain that it was the
policy of the Farest Service to let the states control game
in reserves. At which time Schuyler Hain belped draft a
bill that was introduced by Assetblymn W.R. Flint, of San
Benito Coupty  which passed the California legislature ip
1909, satting aside the land swrrounding the Pinnacles, that
Was previously in the Forest Beserve, as a State Gare
Refuge. This bill made it unlawful, under heavy penalty, to
kill any geme within either the Forest Reserve ar the
Matianal ¥omment. Scuyler Hain gives a description. af
these happenings in his history of the Pinnacles.

Both befare and eafter the establishment of the
Finnacles Forest Reserve, the Finnacles itself was actually
administered by the local residents, They continued not
coly to use the place for recredation, but built picnic
tables and campgrounds. They &cted as guides, bhosted
visitors at thelr omes and worked at pramting the park as

the miin towrist attraction of San Benlto County.
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Before leaving the pericd of the “preservationists,” we
walld like to bid farewell to somecne whom We came to regard
as almost an old friend. When the Bear Valley news in the

Hollister Bvening Free Lence, in 1892, begen 10 be the

correspondence of "Konot Init,™ we found ourselves eagerly
awalting each weekly instzllment. In 1894, when Bear Valley
got its own post office, the column becams entitled, "Cocle
Cullings." Under the penmanship of "Enot Imit,” the columm
berame more than just apn account of who had passed timough
the commmity or wlo had gone ocut of town that week. He
oceasionally inmserted a plece of origimal poetry and
frequently inserted witty guns and anecdotes. “Enot Init,™
unlike <some local correspondents, never resorted to any
remrks mesnot to tamm or embarrass any member of his
comunity.  He reported only items of interest about the
local c:itizené,

When the editor of the newspaper put cut a plea for the
columists to use their true names, he also laid down some
puidelines for 2 gocd correspondent. The first rule sms to
caution the correspondents to e careful as to wint they
sald about other people in print. "Keot Init" was innocent
of this infraction of the rules. -

dnother mule was that no editorializing should appear
in the correspondent ‘s colurms. Koot Init” was not so free
from blame iu this instance. Fram time to tire e cculd not
resist expressing his own political wviews, uswally on local

issues. After the editors® reguest, “"Knot Init" expressed
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the belief that the editor cmild not possibly leve meant
him, as be was sure he #as innccent of this, also.

The editor pleaded with the correspondents that they
fake the coriticigm in the spirit in which it wes offered --
to mke for more interesting columms and a better news-
paper. o5t of gll, ke pleaded that they contimie to send
in the correspondence as tat was an important part of the
NEWSDADET

Some of the correspondents were sc pigqued by the
editor's criticiem that they resipned their journalistic
avocation and others, like "Enot Init," merely proclaimed
their innocence in their colums. Bat the interesting
cutcome of this episode was that the ones who remmined
continued to report just as they zlweys ind and continued to
ugse their pSeudonyms, just as if the editor had never mde
the plea in the first place.

Trere is lLittle cliue as the true identity of “"Knot
Init" so any guess on our part would be pure specula.tilon.
¥e do know that he was a poet, a wit, a person who was
interested in his neigtbors, pelitical events and the
advancement of the Planmacles. Only¥ on one occasion did the

editor of the Ewning Free lance insert a comment that cansed

us to think perhaps the writer was Schuyler C. Hain. After

the colusm mentionod, ". . . C. Haln was reelected to the
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school board," the insertion read, "(is the school mim
pretty’? Ed. Lance}.">>

The correspondents fram San Benito and Pine Rock on
accasians had hinted that they knew that “Enot Init" was
really Schuyler. Hain and would meke chiding remprks abaat
S8.C. Hain that went lgnored by "Enot Init"* in his columms.

In 1899, "fnot Init” suddenly stopped remittiing
carrespondence. For whatever reasaon be bed quit the columnm,
he was sorely missed by the historical researcher. It was
as if a well of informetion hed ceased producing. The
reader even wondered if his favorite correspondent could
mwe met with sore misfortune; be might mve taken ill1, or
calld even mave died. Very lofrequently some other indivi-
dual would contribute some news from “Cock," but the oolumns
lacked the ipteresting format of those offered by their
predecessor.

Then in 1908, almost ten years after his last
contribution, "Knot Init" reappeared upon the scene and .his

offering began as follows:

Cock (Qullings - Years ago 1 used to #rite &
few items far your paper, but like ‘Rip,' I hawve
een slumbering. Mow sgince Reuf bas  been
convicted, I hawe awakened and will try to take a2
ne¥ lease é:él " life and send a few items
occasionally. '

55 Bvening Free lance, Jupe 11, 1897, micrafilm.

56 Evening Free lance, December 18, 1908, microfilm.
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_ The reader was not the only cne to have missed cur
reporter. The editor was so delighted to see the return of
the .amising correspondent that he inserted the following
poem at the end of the “Cook" colum cne day:

A Pastoral: The =mun #was rising in the west,
and shed 1ts beams on Cedar crest, where pensive
goat and sportive oo were perched upon the cedar
baugh. There Elmer Butterfield watched his flocks
and slugged the gentle sheep with rocks, and drove
his hens to lakelets brim, So they might dive, and
bathe and swim. The plgs ¢limbing elms and firs;
his hired men gathered cockleburs; a doctor passed
on horses ek, aod all the diucks called loudly,
"Quack"! The fruit tree agent asked to stay the
night: the Ihrses whinnied, "Neigh'! Peace
hovered o'er the [marle wide; the cattle lowed,
horses shied; and sounded through the village smoke
the tark of the ®atch dog, elm and cak — and e who
owned thess rustic scenes md seeded down his famm
to beans, You all should know hig;Ylike a boxk,
recideth be oot far fram Cook. - Ed,

But cur pleasurs zf the return of cur favorite corres—
pondent was short lived; for after only o few entries, "koof
Init" was gpne agzin, leaving just as quickly and abruptly
as he had reappreared.

"Brevities from Bear Valley" became the title of the
colum after 1912 and was submitted by Ethel Hain, S.C.
Hain's danghter."8

The present "Pinnacles aod San Benito Notes," is
written by Mrs. Lou (Bessie Hain Olsen) Webb, Arthur Hain's

daughter, and 3.C. Hain's niece.

57 Evening Free lance, Jamary 29, 1508, micrafilm.

58 Wilkdinson, May 4, 1277.
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Chapter &

THE PROMDTIONAL, INFLUENCE (1905-1916)

The turn of fthe century ushered in meny progressive
changes around the Pinnacles area. It was a time also when
residents in that vieinity endeavored to bring the Plnnacles
to the attention of the Test of the country with seweral
promoticnal plans.

(One hig progress was the telephone! The William Butts
Telephone Comany had been built in 1896. The teleplone
line had come dowo the San Benlto River as far as San
Benito. The people of Bear Valley still bad to po to San
Benito if they wanted to use & teleplone. In 1905, the Bear
Yalley Telephone Company was formed and there were thirteen
subsceribers on the Bear Valley line. The new telephone
service sure made 1t much easier to ksep up con the news, as
uzually every call had thirteen listeners. The "switch" was
in Debhie Melendy's care at her bhome. "Ollie" Bacon had a
"talking mchine” and every evening he would entertain his
neigtbors Dy playing the mchine ower the teleplrnne.l

eolaggists had begun to take an interest in the
Binnacles and were =aying that the umisual formetions had
been caused by ancient volcanic action that ran from Chlone

Peak to Willow Creelk Peak.z

1 Evening Free lance, (Hollister) Aupust 31, 1205,
micrafilm.

2

Ibid.
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The U.5. Forest Service was annowncing the dates far
¢ivil service emaminations for the purpose of hiring raongers
from that area. The Forest Service was also taking applica-
tions fron renchers who Were wsanting to graze caftle in
eitler the Monterey or San Benitec Meaticnal Forest. These
arnouncements were made from the district sﬁpervisor, H.C.
Torstenson's, office in Sa.lina.s.a

The U.3. Forest Service was also cutting wood in the
San Benito Mational Forest, in the area of Hernander Valley,
for the purpose of selling the wood to the New ILdria Mines,
at four ar five dollars a cord. It was reported that the
relations between the area residents and the ranpers were
vEery a.greea.ble.4

Henry Melville, who bad owned mining claims in the
region of the "Palisades," or Uld PFinoacles, since around
188D, ook in some partners in 1908 and incorporated his
mining pursuits into the Copper Mountain Mining Company. It
was reported that the president of the new campany, H.J.
Lind, was from Salipnas. Mr. Lind stated that he planned to
taks an active part in the extraction of the carbopate
copper, by the leaching process, from what looked like &

tich vein. The company was suid to have treoty—four claims,

3 Evening Free Iance, February 7, 1805, microfilm.

4 Ipid., June 26, 1908.
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enbracing araund four hindred acres inside the Pinnacles
National Monument.”

In the years that followed, the Copper Mountalo Mining
Comprany played both a pesitive and negative role in the
future develament of the Pimnacles, ending in omrt
proceedings brought by the federal government against the
COTpany .

As the antambile began to gmerge upon the Iocal scene
it breught with it a coperitiveness between the two
camnties of Monterey and Sap Benitos that bas newer quite
disappeared. In 1208, it was reported in the Hollister
Evening Free lance tmi the survevor of donterey County hmd
Jjust completed surveyling for a roed from Soledsd to the
Pinnacles, dince it was felt that the Pionacles wenld soon
ecome a famous resort and since the Plnnacles were in San
Benito County, the reporter felt thmat it belooved the peopie
of 3n Benito County to look into the matter. The reporter
felt that the peaple of San Benito County should be the
first anes to uild 2 good road to the Pinnacles from the
existing county road in Bear “.?a.lle:f.ﬁ

Ammin in 1902, through the correspondence from Bear
¥ailey, ihe readers of the Hollister newspeper were alerted

to the situation in Monterey County with:

5 Ivid., May 22, 1908.

6 Evening Free lance), June 25, 1908, micrafilm.
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We bave 1t on good autheority that 32,500 is
raized to build a road from Soledad to the
Finnacles — the people in this county must be
asleep. Tt would cocst us only about 31,000 and
hapdly aoy ?grade for a road to a4 fine tourist
attraction.

0 the race was on between the two counties o see
which would be the first to build a FPipnacles road and reap
the benefits from added tourist trade that such a2 road would
Snsure.

There was also talk of an electric railway that was
supposed to be built south from Tres Pinos, It was felt
that such a reilway would be sure to prosper with smich
lodestones as south county produce and the Pinnacles.s

¥hether or oot the electric railway becaure a reality,
the need for a good road to the Pinnacles still repmined.

The aditor of the Evening Free lance pramoted the Finnacles

road ides in an editorial one dey in his newspaper:

Openn Up the Pinmacles -- A proposition is
afoot to have (ohgress make an erpenditure of
$1,000,000 for milding roads, trails ard accommo-—
dations in Yosemite Maticnal Fark, giving it the
same advantapes enjoyed by Yellow Stone Mational
Bark, It iz reported fram Washington that
Secretaty Ballipger and Congresasmn Meedham have
agreed upen 2 plan to make the ipprovements.

Here in 3an Benito we khve a Hational Forest
Preserve containing =ome of the greatest natural
vonders and beauties in the world. Heference is
mude to the Pinnacles situated in the lower end of
the comty some forty miles from Hollister.

7 Ihid.

8 Evening Pree lance, February 10, 1910, microfilm.
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It is hami to explain to a visitor abaut this
wonderful Preserve aod #hy it has not been advwer-
fised to the warld.

The primary reuson lies possibly in the fact
that the government has never taken the necessary
stops to improve its property 2nd buiild highways
that would make the Pinnagles easy of access.

Why not induce Congressmn Needbam to take
this matter up and secure an apporticnment of
$500,000 for muilding a fine roadway fram the
cminty rad to this fine natural wonder? The
comty wauld doubtless be willing to spend an equal
cum in putting its roads in good condition leading
to the Preserve fram 21l directions.

Cnce the worldd learns of the beanty and
grandeur of the Pionnacles and the thousamds of
acres of forest comrising the Preserve, tourists
will flock there every year.

The Pinnacles surpass Yocemite Valley or tha
Grand Canyon of OColorado. It is time the world
knew of this. L[et ths Merchants dssociation take
up the mtter with Conpressian WNeedbam without
delay. Congress stands ready to make such
apportionments to wprove the National Preserve and

it coly requires a little eff{:-l.‘*n'..9

4t just abcut the sanme time the Soledad Bee was statiog
thait there had been encuch falk ebout a rosd fo the
Finnacles - that it was now time for action. The Monterey
County =upervisor from the Soledad distriet, Telbot, was in
the very near future himself going to inspect ap altemrnative
raute for the Soledad/Pinnacles rozd from the previcasly
plamned one throagh the Bailey Ranch, that required a cash
ouatlay of 3,000, Work shrould bein wervy soon, as Bay
Wescott, The building contractor, did not want fo e

hilding the road in the summer m:ntha.m

9 1pig., February 11, 1910.

il Evening Free Lance., February 20, 1910, microfilm.
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Cespite the urgings to the contrary, the pecple of San
Beni o County hesitated for a few mre years an the road to
tte Pinnacles issue. In fact, all of the remote roads in
the county »=re sorely in need of attention.

The U.S. Fnrestq Service under the Departmeat of
Agricniture relimquished its care of the Pim-la.cles Maticnal
Momiment arcund 1911, The Notional Park Service, part of
the U.S8. Derartment of the Interior, was not formed until
1216. That time span was like a pericd of lipho as far as
the admnistration of the Monument was coocermned.  That
period of time was one of utter eonfusion in several areas
to the pecple in the county as to just what was the status
of a MNational Momment.

One area of confusion concerned the title of the place
as can easily hee seen in a citation that will follew.

There were many besides the editor of the Evening Free lance

5ti1l referring to the Mational Monument as a Mational
Forest Beserve.

Ancther example of confusion dealt with the hnting of
garre wWithin and arcund the Momument. There was an article
in tle BEvening Free lance aimed at clearing up some of that
confusion:

Hinting at tle Pinnacles National Porest is
againgt the law apd it is the prupose of the state
fish apd game commssion to prosecute all of fenders
found slooting on the pressrve.

Jince the Pinnacles was throwm oot of the
Mational Forest Beserve by an order firam Washington
it has been the general impression thet unting
could be indulged in there, but the following from
the state fish and geme commission disposes of that
ideq. .
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July 28, 1811

"Iun Francisco Board of Fish and Gune Canomissicners,
Balbca Bidlding, San Francd sco, Crlif.

Gentlemen:

Beplying to yours of recent date imguiring as 1o
the prosecutions for munting withing the boundaries
of the OLd Pinnecles Naticnal Forest, I beg to say
that althoogh the Pinnacles Mational -Forest has
een eliminated as a Torest Reservation, I am of
the opinion that this witkkdrawal will ip no wise
affect the law as it no¥ stands in the state as to
hunting on {the property known as the Pinnacles
Mational Forest. I believe that the words used in
oir code are mere feographical descriptions of a
tract of lam] which the state desires to witldraw
from the hinter apd for thot reason a person found
mntimg upon this lend sShould be prosecuted as
leretofors.

Vary truly yours,

State Board of Fish and Game

Camri ssioners

{signed) H.F. Deart, Deput?'ll
To furtber illustrate another area of confusion, this

time about some of Che restrictions on mroperty contained
within a National Momioent, we cite the incident of the
Fresno, Coalingg and Monterey mmilroad. The promoters of
tnizs wenture ran several full peege advertisements in local
newspapers ammoncing mss public meetings at which there
would be stock sold in thedr railroad at 550 per share 1o
interested parties., They claimed the bids for ilding the
railrmd were spon o be let. The planped railroad wes to

n directly through "Vencouver's Finnacles" and contime to

11 Eireni.ng Free lance, August 31, 1211, micraofilm.
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the . . . beantiful Del Monte Hotel, laid ocut on ten acres
of drives and gardens."l?

Talk of the railrcad went an for quite some time. The
runcrs would die down for 2 while and then reappear. Once,
it was said that some American and English capital had been
found to back the project.ls |

Then cnce, Modesto way wanting to be the eity included on
the raite imstead of Fresmo - that routing would possibly
run thraigh Packeco Pass.!? At one time it was reported
that the railread wes conpletely fimanced and work on it
would begin soon. o

Monterey County at 2 Chamber of Comrerce meeting sel in
motion a plan to get land osners to agree to an assessment
of two percent of the valuation of their property in order
to raise $500,000. The money would be aoffered as 2 bonus to
the railrosd that was the first o enter Monterey fram the
San Joaquin wvalley, providing the railrond was completed by
five years fram the date of January 1, 1915. Harry A.

Green, who hagd introduced the proposal, said be tnd it on

12 pvening Free lance, August 8, 1911, microfilm.

13 bid., Japuary 17, 1912,
14 mig,

13 thid., July 14, 1913.
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good euthority that & milresd would be Wuidlt if 2 bomus
were offered.®

In 1912 it was told that the mckers of the Fresno,
Cmlings and Monterey reilroad, A. Albrecht and E.H. Shaw,
were pranoting a new rmllrcad from Ssn Jose to Bakersileld
and that this one would include Hollister and Monterey.l?

Talk aof a5 rmailrcad throogh the Pinnacles MNational
Momirent, or even in the immediate eastern vicinity of the
domment, died ard, but die 1t did, after a prolooged
struggle. The people in the southerm part of San Bemito
Comnty Mmd finally to acospt the realization that there
wild never be a railroed in their end of the county.

Reilroad or no reilroad, lifa went an in Bear Velley.
The automobile was making its bow on the local scene. Heary
Molendy and lutler Gaw hag sboaot the firet "ought-to
around. Crles Meleod was their chief mechanic. It was
mentioned that "Unele Robert" (Burms?) thought it was a fine
mechine.® Soon there were several cars in the neighbortood
mut it was felt that quite a bt of road work would have to
e dome before the roads would be sufe to driw the
Butoroimlies on.

In the days of before the antomohbile 1t was a long trip

to bl ster. Ewen after the edvent of the auto the trip

18 hid., September 24, 1913.

17 Evenipe Free lance, Jamary 24, micrafilm.

12 fhid., April 22, 1909.
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was still a long one, espacially in cold wsather, and the
first cars were not noted for their pood heaters. Two
sigters, Mrs. Roy Robinscn and Mrs. FEdw. Marentis, recall
how they would be bundled up by their mother for the long
trip to town. She would a2lways wrap them in blavketz and
put hot bricks (that had been heated on the stowe), at their
feat. By the time the family would get as far as Malberry
the bricks would be cold. Mulberry, midway between Bear
Yalley amd Taicines, was a4 town of fair zize in fhose days
thit even ad a bxfel and general stors. 5o they would stop
in Mulberry to po inside somewhere to get warm amd to
exchange tHe cold bricks for som more hot cones before
contimuimg their trip to Hollister.

Prom these two sisters eomes ancther chaming story of
their mtemal prandparents, dr. and Mrs. ¥.0. Page. Nelson
D. Page was very prouzd of the first automobile that he had
purcha==d, but it seems his wife had a stubborn stresk - she
refused to ride anywhere in thet danperous conitraption.
Today the couple's grandchiidren cherish the photograph
their grandpere=nts had taken of N.D. standing proudly beside
nis touring car and Mre. Pape =itting sidesaddls atop her
orse which she continued to ride wherever they went. It
was a conmn sight to see N.D. Page cruiging down the rond
in s sutombile apd Mys. Page following along behind on

ner faithful horse.:?

1
Statements by Mrs. RBoy {(Grace Butterficld Bacon}
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Of caurse there were accidents with Inrses, too. Henry
Melendy, Jr., received a serious injury with a btorse sod vas
iaid up for several months. The horse which he #was riding
fell while crassing the creek. emry hed mnaged to junp
clear in the f2l11, ut as e was trying to free the forse,
who was stuck in the mud, Menry was kicked -in the lmee as
the borse thrasbed about irying to climb cut of the mud.
The roe was fipally freed from the mire, but the story did
not ave as kappy an ending as far as Henry, Jr. was
concerned, 20

There wore seweral other events in Bear Valley worth
recording during thet period. Artlur Hiip bad bwilt a large
cement reservoir on his property Io supply water for the
valley's needs.gl The place must also have beenla public
swimming pool for at a later date it was noted that Arthur
Hain's swimning pool was arain open to the 1::111::«1]'.c..22

n 1912 "0llie" Bacon ryeported killing his fourth
mountein lion that year. The last one had been shot on the
Chalone Cresk near the Pimnacles.?3

On Faster Sunday, in the year 1912, the pecple of

Willew Creek and Bear Valley met in Bear Valley school for a

20 Eyeniog Free lance, August 11, 1911, mierefilm.

21 ibid., December 18, 1908,

22 Thid., June 6, 1914,

23 1pig, September 10, 1912,

116



On Easter Sunday, in the year 1912, the pecple of
¥illow Creek and Bear Valley net in Bear Valley sclool for a
joint clmrch service. There %8s a2 program put on by all
the children of the two school districts. The purpose of
the program was to tonar Mr. and Mrs. Melendy, Sr., Henry
and Debbie, on their forty-fourth weddiné anniversary.
After tle program, Jokln Hain, acting as the spokesman for
the joint commnity, presented the couple with two chairs,
amd anniversary gift from all those present, The day hecame
& fond memry for all those who a-ttended.24

Shortly after this, the wlley was saddened by the
death of Henry Melendy, Sr., o along with his uncle, Dr,
Powers, had been the first settlers of Bear Valley. Henry,
wh hed been tbhe victim of a4 stroke sewral ywears before,
died in his 51.993;.25

Aot two vears later Bear Velley residents were
shocked by ancther death when the body of Mrs. langs, an
apmrent suicide victim, was discoversd by Fred Maler, the
driver for the Tréa Pinma and San Benito stage. Sheriff
Craxcn had suspicions as to whether it was actually a
suicide or not. The suspicions concerned some of the
ciraimstances surrouanding the death - but e tock only one

parcon into his confidence, A.A. Baker. Baker was to notify

24 4., April 9, lola.

25 Fvening Free Iance, July 24, 1912, mierafilm.
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the sheriff if e =% any strangers in the vicinity er if
anyane left town suddenly.

Baker notified the sheriff when he heard that Edward
Welker had run away. Edward was a young orplen boy of 16,
who looked only 12, fran the "Jackie" orpanization in San
Franciseo who had been staying with Mrs. Eutl.terfield. The
bay headed for King City intemding to catch & train. While
passing through Bitterwater he met Mrs. C.F. Zolin at the
store. OShe rectgnized the bhoy from the times she s seen
him with ¥rs., Butterfield and invited bhim to their home to
gpemd the night. When the sheriff found the boy at the
Zolin bome, he confessed to the crime.2®

Mrs. lange, who had been & widow for several years, was
a nativw of Germny, and she had never leamed to read or
write English. Her four children were grown amdl they lived
in the city, where thay either worked or attended schwol.

Whenever Mrs. lange received a letter fran one of her
children, she would hawe either the stape driver or Walker

read the letter to ber. uite often the children would hawve
a few dollers tucked inside the envelopes of the letters,
causing Walker to believe Mrs. lange must have s lot of
roney stashed awey. It was known that she carried with ber
at all times, a purse which contained her valuable papers.
The purse was missing when the body was found. The purse

wag found in the possesslon of Walker at the time of his

X Ibid., June 14, 1514,
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capture. The purse econtained 3$16.20, all the money that
Mrs. Lange had owned.Z!

After the death of Wrs. Lange, the property on which
she bad lived was farmed by C.C. K:r"uga.-a-]:'.m The oroperty is
located to the right just past the ctile puard after
turning onto Rorte 146 fram Houte 25. Mear én old oak tree
are some cement steps where the [ange house onee stood.

The Kindness of the stage driver in taking time to read
letters for Mrs. Laoge was not uncanmen in those days. The
milmen was ancther esxample of such tboughtfulness. If a
lady needed an erticle from the store in Szn Benito, ske
would put a pote in the milmn's saddle bag and be would
bring the purchase on his return trip throagh the valley,

In 1813, a btotel men from Santa Bartara, J.E. Brown,
came driving his touring car into Hollister one day secking
the sarvices of Sch.wlér Hain as a2 ouide for a weekend at
the Pinnaclezs. DBefore he Ieft town at the end of his stay,
ke informed evervone that ke planpned to tuild a resort hotel
at the Pinpacles and it should be finished and ready to open
the following season. >’ Nothing more was ewver prioted of
ir. Browm or his proposed hotel.

With the failure of the railrcad to buld a route

thrcugh £he San Bapitoc walley, and the subsequent popularity

27 Webb, March 30, 1977.

2 Evening Free lance, February 1, 1915, micrcfilm.

29 Evening Free lance, November 6, 1913, microfilm.
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of il sutceohbile, the concernm of the peaple in the aren
000 became the improvement of roeds. In 1812 a pnew road
was puat in fron Fresnco and Coalinga in the San Joaguin
valley that led thrcagh Bitterwater and also cansed quite an
increase in traffic throagh SE-].iI'lE-E-SD

In 1912 also, Artho T. Haln was elec:te-d to the Board
of Supervisors of 3an Benito coonty. From this position he
was able in some way to assist those who hed been tryving to
praote the Plonacles. The Board of Supervisors was at last
ready to put in 2 road to the Pinnacles after the Chamber of
Comrerees in Hollister had brought pressare to bear on
them. A commttee congisting of the full board, County
Jurveyor McoCray a.nr:i R.P. [atlrop, was to investigate the two
pesibla routes; ane from WN.D. Page's plece, past the Georges
Butterfield’s and the Bacon's; the other was from the county
road at J.T. Prewett’s place (the old Spanish trail). The
poemlittes was then to report back on the estimted cost and
which in their coplnion waz the hetter route. Congrezsmn
E.A, Hayes promised to use his influence to secure federal
funds to build a road through the park, providing the County
would build a read to the edge of the park.St

50, "Hmad to the Fnnacles" hecame the theme of the
Chanber of Commerce in Hollister aml a trip with eight or

ten interested parties was planned to the Flonacles.

%0 Thiq., December 12, 1912,

31 Ewening Free lance, October 18, 1913, microfilm.
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A.M. M:Cray volunteered the use of his car for the outing,
gnd a ¢211 was put cut for at least one mare car that the
men could rent for the day. The party would leave Hollister
gt Six in the morning of the day in question and be the
guests for lunch of Arthur Hain, who would also prowide
wagons for the rest of the trip to the Pinnacles proper.S2

They were acompanied the rest of the way by Arthor
Bain, his son, B.F., and "Ollie" Bacon. The most feasible
location for the road seemsd to be, in the opinion of the
cammittes, thke one that led in fran the MLD. Page Ranch.
Mellray bad made the trip from the Prewett place that day and
was to report on his findings at a later time. ‘When he did
report, his findings concurved with those of the rest of the
commitiee, that the former rouets was the betier site for a
road to be milt.SS

Congressman Hayes was unable to make that trip with the
rest of the comittee, but he arrived about a weck later and
Secretary Agnew and Schuyler Hain repeated the journey of

the past week with the Congressman. This group was also

92 Ibid., October 21, 1913,

33

tree anranb TN P e trip from Hollister thot ¥ 19
Comerce, Agnew, wio it was said de-served mich af the credit
for the then present interest in & roed to the Pinnacles;
Elrer Dowdy, County Clerk,; A.M. EeCray, County Surveyor,
Adam Renz, Supervisor; R.P. latlrop; Schuyler Hain; Henry
Prescott; Harry Ley: F.P, Rovle; Eugens Jobnson; lester
Knapp and . J, Lawn. BEvening Free lance, October 24, 1313,
microfilm. ,
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hosted by Arthur Hain., Cthers meking the f{rek were Mrs.
Haves, W.A. ¥Winn, M.F. Hovle and Lester Knapp. They were
met in a glade three miles from the park eotrance by the
Arthur Hain family, the Bacon family and the Beker family.

Congressman Hayes stated after the trip that he:

« + » came hgpe filled with somsthing of the same

spirit or eurprised wonder and admiration that has

made the congenial guide of this part, Schoyler

Hain, a life-lang e.nthusias% 4c£f this, cme of the

world's greatest wonderlands.

The Congressman pledged his support of the project and
susgested that they should try to interest the District
Forester and other fedeml officials in the idea of
enlarging the park. G.W. Lawton, an attorney from Maiberry
wno was himself an owner of some property adjoining the
park, Was alsg at that gathering. On behalf of himself and
other property owners in the area, he pledpged & year's
option at $6,000 for his property, and said he was sare the
others holding property adjoining the partk would agree to do
the same.

An interesting ending to the excursion to the Finnacles
with Congressman Hayes ococurred that night when the car with
Schuyler Hain, AW, %Winn, M.F. Hovle and lester Knapp,
driving, got stuck in the md ootside of Tres Pinos. The
other men waited in the car for three and one-half hours

while Knapp walked into town for help.35

34 Eveninzg Free Lance, November 3, 1913, microfilm.

32 1pia.



To further pramte the movement of putting in a road to
the Pinnacles from the county road, Schuyler Hain presented
the lecture, eccopanied by sboaut 50 hand-colored elides,
"Lomt Garden of the Gods,” at a Chember of Commerce banguet
in Hollister. He explained the program under way for a road
to apd through the Finnacles. The pecople involwed folt that
the county's part of the road could be completed at a cost
of abent $1,000. Supervisor Arthur Hain added higs approval
to the project, as did Secretary of the Chamber of Cumerce,
Gllnore Agmew .36

Then the Chamber of Commerce made 4 few decisive steps
to bring nore attention to San Benito County. They backed a
project to erect signe on Pacheco Pass road which rezd,
"Yocemite to the Sea,™ that made Hollister a repular part of
that famous teurist raite. Then they decided to issue some
desceriptive folders advertising the Pimnacles area. The
final decision was to Jjoin the "San Francliesco Bay and Rivers
Counties Tourist Association.” Membership in that orpganiza-
tion entitled San DBenito to share in the work and share the
results of that organimtion's 1914 publicity campaign. The
organization would also be starting to prepare publicity for

the 1215 Sap Francisco World Expcsition.a?

%6 Ivening Free lance, Movember 26, 1913, micrafilm.

37 Ibid, December 12, 19153.
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The road to the Pionacles was not the only road
receiving atfention in these days. Hopes were still high
that scme sort of transportation artery wauld be put thraugh
San PBenito County. Wwhen the state began to lock 2t possible
raites for a state highway, the San Benito Board of Super-
visors appointed a comfttes: Dr. H.J. Maccaber, Thoms
Flint, Judge M.T. Dooling, 4.M. McCray and William Falmtag;
to go to Sacramento and present the county's claims in the
matter of roitipg the state highway throogh Sen Benito
County.2®  After several months of delay, the state turned
down San Benito's request when it selected a different route
for its highway from San Francisco to Los Angeles.

The coanty was working on road ioprovement; however,
the work did not seem to progress at a very rapld pace.
There wers surveying crews husy in the ares of New Idria and
Panoche, and by March of 18912, the crews were within two
miles narth of San Benito.o® Mareh of 1914 saw Supervisor
Arthur Hain, F.H. Prewett, 4.A. Daker agnd Halph Hain working
on the road in the upper end of Bear Valley and A.D. Page,
Bert Smith and Gus Shields doing the same in the lower end
af the va.llesr.4G

But it seamed that no miter how mch work on the roads

was dome there was glways so mich more to do. PFeople #ere

38 Evening Free Lance, December 12, 1913, microfilm.

39 Inid., March 8, 1912.

40 Ibid., March 15, 1914.
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asking, "When is the hoard of supeTvisors going to do
something abart the Gollins hridge? Wait until the county
hes 2 big damage suit om its hands? Men who cught to know
say that this bridge is absolutely unsafe . . "&b

Even if the road conditions were not the best it did
not keep people fram caoming to the Bonacles.  UOne month
glone saw a2 camping party from San Felipe mke the trip; the
Hobinson party from Mlroy who were hosted hy Arthur Haing a
party from San Frencisco who wers hosted by Schuyler Hadn,
17y Smith drowe his Ford machine up thers and even drove

acroes to the mouth o the cﬂmron:42

nine carloads of pecple
from Gilroy camped at Bear Guleh and visited the Fionacles;
four men on mtorocycles visited the place; Mr. Hegher fram

San Jeose vacationed there;q‘ﬂ

B U.3. pgeclogical surveyor,
Mr, Martin visited;** and no doubt there were mny more who
vizited the HWanpacles during that month who were never
mentioned in pmint in the Hollister newspaper.

Many groups that were heading for the PFinnagles lsft
their cars at Ben Bacon's residence and hiked the rest of
the way. Meny wolld drive az far as the Arthur Hein
residence. Mrs. Lou (Bessie Hain lsen) Webb recalls that

those vears were a ugy time for har as e young girl., She

41 1bid.
42 fvening Free Lange, May 28, 1914, microfilm.
43 Ipid., June 5, 1914,

44 1hid., June 8, 1914.
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would o by horseback to guide people the rest of the way
ts the park after they had stepped at the howe of her
father, Arthur Hzin. Bessie would make five dollars a trip
for the guiding service. Sinca the road fram the ccunty
road was still not a poblic one, there were mny gates to
open and close on that part of the trip. One time, when she
was just beginning her journey home after escorting a party
to the Pinnacles, her horse took off without her as she waz
closing & gate behind ner. She worried, wondering what she
would do if she could not find the horse and if she woald
hawe to welk 511 the way home. But when she reached the
next gate, there stood her horse waiting for her. Bessie
says that she was certainly relieved to =ee that horse
gtanding there that day.

It zeems that all the visitors to the ares were an
indication that the adwertising that had been deone was
beginning to pay off. Fven the roads were improviog bot
with all the atftenticn to the roads the promoters had
fomotien coe little item:

A state mlietin on road conditions throophout
the state cites the roads to the Pinnacles as being

in pood condition but have no sions.  Kow that the

advertising campaign by the Chamber of Commerce and

the San Francisco Bay amd Rivers counties Tourist

Asgociation has brought the Pinnacles to the atten—

tion of the public, it would be nmice if someone put

up SEe signs - one is needed at Willow Creek - the

fork in the road is confusing — one at Melemdy's at

La Gloria, apd then on down by the turn, with

rmileazes stated. Who do you suppase will do this?

‘The Fimnacles - San Benito County, good, via
Bolsa Road to Hollister, Tres Pincs, Faicipes to
Willow Creek, turn right at church to Bear creek

valley roed. Inguire at rench hause for rocad to
summit. (Mo sipns on this road.) Report ob roads
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in Central California, a wedkly 'D.llletlg Efrm the
(alifornia State Antomobile Association.'

To further emphasize that the rcoads to the Plmnacles
were in good encugh condition to be navigable by automohbile,
Sehuyler Hain acoompanied driver J.V, Graves of the Mazwell
Motor and Sales Company, Burliegh Devidson, and photographer
Arthur Spaulding on A trip to the Binnacles in & 19150 model
Maxwell in MNovember of 1914.%7 A feature story then
appear=i in the Sunday December 27, 1814, edition of the San
Francisco Examiger about the Plnpacles and theose hard
workers who were endesvoring to bring them from obscurity,
Jemiyler C, Hain, Supervisor Arthur T. Hain and Sec. Gilmore
Agnew; and of course, about the Maxwell. It was quite an
advertisement, not only for the autcmobile but for the
Pinnacles, too.

The Schuyler Hain family moved to Tres Pincs in 1814.
Seouyler had become interested in growing English salnuts
and baight eomz lamd down by the river in Tres Pionos where
he planted walmit trees. He hecame gquite an expert in the
art of the grafting of walnut trees and did mich of the

grafting that was done on other ranches in the a,rea.-qg

46 fvening Fres lance, June 13, 1914, microfilm.

47 Ihid., November 27, 1914.

%8 pvening Free lance, Jamuary 2, 1915, mierofilm.
49
Tancher in penso%a.?y 1%&&%ﬁ%%m}h§§%nﬁ%
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living in Tres Pinos, he wes also close st hand to meet
people arriving by trein, or coming by auto from Hollister,
whe wanted to wvisit the Pinnacles. His brother, Arthur,
handled the wvigsitors arriving at the other end, in Bear
Valley.

The rcads mey have been improved a great deal in 1914
hit there were spots that were a coaplete disaster in 1915,
in the opinion cf sore peaple. The correspondent fram Hear
Yalley delivered a pretty stroog critici=m abmt the subject
one day when he wrote:

The road between San Bendtc and Tres Binos is

in a very bad condition. How long will the board
of supervisors contime to whip Dr. Macather over
c1r shoulders? The grade araund the reservoir is
sanething fierce. That must be the place where the
doctor's ecatile wauld sink it of sight. The
public is beginning to think the hoard and the
doctor as well Shagéi do scmething to improve this
deplorable mudhole,.

The Bear Valley correspondent was not the only one to
voloe disapproval of the roads in the scuthern end of the
eonty . Mr. M.P. Eelley who lived in Lo Gloria Valley,
nortimest of the Pinnacles, zent & letter to Che newspeper
in which he sminded his gpinion of the roads. Hoe stated
that he had lived in San Benito County and paid taxes in
that eoanty for thirty-four years and he still had to travel
ten miles before he reached 8 public road. He sgserted thet
the cnly pood mads in the coanty were withio an eight-mile

radius of Hollister., His letter continued:

20 Evening Free lance, March 4, 1915, nicrofilm.
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I went over the Bear Valley grade and saw men
with four horses pulling an auto ot of the oud at
the horseshoe tend. This grade is HBrilt on the
side of a hill and from opposite ALA, Baker's
windm. 1l at the head of the grade to the btend there
jan't a culvert or a place for the water after a2
rain to cross the rtoad to run into the gulch
below. This distencs must e half a pile or
mTe. The qully o the tank side of the grade
carries all this water to the horseshoe bend and
the result in wet weather is an impassable md
ie. . - + The rood menticned by Dr. Macomber
Temine a mmment to the folly of the oad
commissioner or superviecrs for a roadwey on the
side of a sandbluff without anchoring it to the
mon to keep it from sliding inte the creek, for
circlinpg the alfalfa field and paying to have a
good road plowed up . -

(Ed. agrees with Kellevy)

Prombly noshere colld we have found a more vivid
description of the old rsad that led up the Bear Valley
grade than the one in the Eelley letter. The rest of the
letter, describing the road around the reservoir anmd Dr,
Macomer's, was laft in as a testimony of appreciaticn to
his mmor.

The roads had to be lmproved for the benefit of all the
tourists to the Finnacles that were anticipated, if for no
other reason. In Jamary of 1915 the Chamber of Commerce 1o
Hollister decided fto issue immediately 25,000 bocklets,
consisting of twelve mess, that extolled the virtues of San
Benito County. Theas bocklets were to e di=triboted to
pecple visitipg the Pamama-Pacific Internatioral Expasition
that ¥ear in San Franclsco. The Woren's Club pledged $150,

and the Charber of Commerce, 100 toward the printing of the

3l gvening Free lance, March 8, 1615, mierofilm.
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bodklets. The rest of the cost was to be covered by public
subseription .52

There was another project underway that it was thought
would benefit the Pinnacles. Some local people were at work
to secure scme Tule elk for the Pinnacies game preserve.
The large cattle copeny of MHiller and qu af Gllroy
annoanced plans for a gigantle ramndup of elk. There were
several young men from San Benito County who woald he
working as vaguercs on this drive in the lost Hills of Kern
County, corraling 400 head of elk that Miller and Lax sould
supply to state parks.™

The Pacon brothers and the Hain brothers of Bear Valley
immediately made arrangements  through the Acadeny of
Sciences in San Francisco to apply for three of the elk for
the HMnnacles. A representative of the Academy wazs then
sent on an inspection tour of the Pinmacles to miks sure the
place would be & proper halntat for the animals. The J.J.
Cremon Hanch snd the William Butts Rench, shove Emet, also
put in bids for sooe of the elk. The Finnacles was approved
by the inspector framn the Academy: then the waiting

began.”? It was planned that Supervisor Arthur Hain would

52 pvening Free lance, Jarnuary 27, 1815, micrafilm.

53 The young Sen Benito rmen that worked as vaquercs on
that drive were: FEldie, John, Bob and William Butts, Jr.;
Thoodor, Frank and Wilton French; E. Ware and Horry Ley.
Brgninz Free Lance, April 22, 1814, microfilm.

%% 1pid., September 30, 1914.
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b on hend ir Gilroy when the elKk arrived by train to
arrange for the treansportation of the animals the rest of
the way to the Pinnacles. But the e€lk had not been shipped,
50 they did not arrive in October when they had been
expected.55 Then word came that the 21k would be shipped as
soon as they were docile encugh to h:a_ndle.. In the mean-
while, the 'm:sidents in the Pinnacles area were busy
building & twelve acre enclosure to house the animale uptii
the time came when they were endugh accustomed to their
surrcundings that they mipht be turned loose. These people
were paying for the meterials themselves for the present Dt
planned to affset the et of the pen by selling public
st.:;‘::u&;v::]:‘:f.;:nt.ir;::ns-f"Fj

Months went by before moie news was heard about the
elk. Finally, the big day arrived. The elk were io come
into Tres Pincs by railway it instead of the three elk
hoped for, there would only b We, a male E.md a femple.
When the train arrived the boosters wers yet disappointed
for something had happened to the mAle enrcute and he had
dicd, leaving the one lore female elk, The animl was etill
not very docile, s0 instesad of taking her the rest of the
way to the Pinnacles, she was taken to the Alm Indart Ranch

cast of Paicines where she spent the rest of her life

55 Byening Pree Lance, Cctober 15, 1914, wherafilm.

56 1pid., November 2, 1914.
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erazing with the Indart cattle. Soame pecple still living
remenber going to view the famrus elk at the Indart Ranch.2?

From Mrs. Ray (Babe) Hubbell comes the sad finish to
the elk story. Mrs. Hubbell's husband had been 2 very good
friend of Mrs. Indart’s son, so the Hubbells had seen the
el many timeg. One day, the elk attacked cne of the Indart
co¥hands and killed him, S0 the animal had to be de-
stroyed. Mrs. Hubbell was given a tooth of that elk as a
sauvenir, o8

Ancther event during that time pericd that affected the
pecple in the Pinnacles area also concerned animis. Tt
bean doring the 1907-1208 epidemic of the plagee in San
Prancisco when it was discovered that the pround sguirrels
had became infected and were spreading the dissass. There
upon a2 campaign was begun to rid the state of ground
squirrels, which bad an estimted population of 20
rmllion. In the years between 1908 and 1914 some 150
thaisand squirrels on some 3,100,000 acres of (Rlifornia
ranch land had been exterminated. Traces of the plague in
Tural areas had keen tracked to these rodent. By 1913,
4,843 sgquare miles had been treated, or S0 percent of the
Populatich destroyed. In 1913, only 21 ranches ramined

infected out of 238 that were formerly infected., The

57 Statement by Webb, April 27, 1977.

53 Statement by Mrs. Ray (Bake) Hubbell, retired, in
rersonal interview, San Juan Bautista, June 18, 1977.

132



squirrel inspectors who tunted the animals in 1914 had to
covar an averare of 26 acres to find ane squirrel-ag

While the fear of the plapue was present there was no
hesitation on the part of the board of superviscors to assigt
in the support of the pgovernment squirrel men in San Benito
County. YWoen the epidemic began to be under control, the
county withdrew its financial support of the project. 1In
February of 1915, a squirresl inspector from the state health
department visited the county to see if the infestaticn
warranted the continued support of the five sguirrel men
still in the county. If was decided that the program should
contine for a whils 1onger.m

In Bear Valley the sgquirrel man was 2 young man by the
tare of Carl Olsen who tock a liking to the coommunity and

remained there when the squirrel job was finished. COne

reason why he could have taken a liking to the community may

have heen that Arthur Hain's daughter, BDessie, lived

there. &ar} Olsen bacame Bessie Hain's first husband when

they were marrTied in 1917,%

52 Evening Pree lance, Decamber 11, 1914, microfilm.

8 Eyening Free lence, February 17, 1915, microfilm.

80 wepb, April 27, 1977.
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Chapter €

ESTAELISHING A BUREAU FOR
PARES AND MONUMENTS

In 1914 Stephen T. Mather, who was a tycoon in the borax
industry, wrote to Secretary of the Interior Iane to
complain abont the poor conditions in the national parks.
dather had been a big pramter in the borax campany and he
felt someone should promote a burean for matiomal parks.
Lane answered Mather's complaint with a3 challenge Ly
offering Mather +the Jjob of trying to gzin support for a
miresn for the parks. Mather came to Washington and hroupght
with him a young collsague of hig by the pame of Horace
Altripght, The two men pledeed a year to the campaipgn for
the orpanization of such a tureau. After a year of pro-
motional work on congressmen and other influentisl pecple,
meny of them from the press, they bad still agt rTeached
their poal. So, not wanting o admit defeat, the two men
pledged another year to the effort, This cempaign inciuded
camping expeditions into Yosemite and Yellowstone National
Iarks that afforded the puests mest of the comforts of home.

The vigorais campaign paid off, for in April 1918 the
bEill creating the Batiomal Park Service was passed Ly
Congress and signed into law by Woodrow Wilson. Lane nared
Stephen T. Mather as Director of the new apency. Mather
asked Horace Albright to be his Assistent Director. Eat,
the intense campaipn had Jeft its toll on Mather, and

illness preventax] him from returning to the office of
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Director for one &and & half years, during which time
Albright took over the duties of Acting Director.

It was a tiny organization with a meaper badeget, but the
bill oontained the statement of purpose for the natlonal
patk gystem which has never been inmpeowed upon. This
statement is credited mr=tly to the work of the noted
landscape architect, Frederick Law Umsted, Jr.: "To
conserve the scensry and the patural apd historie objects
and the wildlife theresin and to provide for the enjoyment of
the sare in such trRoner snd by such means as will leswe themn
unimpaired for the enjoyment af future generaticns.”

Ater Mather returned to the director's pogition in the
gpring of 1218, together with Albright, he played an impor-
tant role in the formulation of the Mational Park Service's
first "Statement of Folicy" which read:

In the construction of roads, trails, Duildiogs
and cother improvements, particular attention mist be
devoted always to harmonizingg these improvements
with the landscape. This is the st important item
in our program of development and reguires the etk
ployment of ftrained engineers who either posgess g
tnowledpe of landscape architecture or hawve a proper
aprreciation of the esthetie vwalue of park lends.
Al inproverents will be carried oat in aceordince
with a preconcaived plan developed in gpecial
reference to the preservation of the landscaDe, and
comprehensive plans  for future development af
national parks on an adeguate scale will be prepared
a=s funds are avallable for that purpose.

In 1916 Mnpnacles we=s one of the smller of the
sewenteen parke and  twenty-two moruments of which the

Mational fark Service acquired the administration.

135



Consequently, the impact of the c¢reation of the new apency
did not have an immediate effect upon the mmment. The
local people contimied to administer to the needs of the
park for sone time. According to informptionm from Pinnacles
Nationel Mormurent files found in the MNational Archives,
there were occasions when diiferent citizens wrote to the
Service requesting money to cmstruct roads  to the
Finnacles. The apswer was always that there were no funds
for that purpase, and the park wes oot considered large
encaigh to require a superintendent or custodian.

In the Overland Monthly in the year 1915 there had

appeared an article by W.W, Canfield on Finnacles Mational
Momarment. In 1919, the =zame W.W. Canfield wrote to the
irector asking for permiasion to create 4 campevound at the
Finnacles. (Canrfield had a ranch in San Juan and a siness
address in San Francisco. He stated that he wanted to
sublet the carpgroond to some local party, but did not name
the mrty. He alsp wanted permissicon for 2 friend to tun &
transportation service from the milroed termimis at Tres
Fnos to Finnacles. Be did not mention the friend's name,
it did say he had let 5.C. flain read the correspondence
fram the Mational FPark Service. The Service permiited the
isguance of a peruit for the campgroind to Canfisld, Dat
woilld not issue ane far the transportation service. 4 note
on the bottan of the Canfiseld correspondence by Albright
stated that he bnew much of Canfield, et did not Koow

anything of the friend. The permit for the camppround was
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issued for one year, and was to e reviewed each vear oy
each marty before renewal. This is the last mention we f£ind
of Canfield, amd the files for the 1919 apd early 1920 pears
are missing from the Mational Archives.

In Jamuary of 1919, Stephen Mather paid a visit to
California. During his stay at Yosemite, Schuyler Hain, Or.
¥.E. Parker and Meyer Lissner of Hollister sent 2 wire fo
Mather at Yosemite asking him to come visit the Pippaclss.
Adpain in Mipust of the same yedar, Hain and Meyer both again
wired Mather to come visit their area. Superintendent Lewis
of Yosomite sont word to Hain and Meyer thraugh Charies
Townsend of Tahoe that Mather could not po to Pinnacles, hat
that Mather was sending Herbert W. Gleason thers in his
place to lock to the needs of the monurent.

IL was during 1920 that a situation began at the mom-
ment that wazs o focus mich attention vwpon the park for
quite some time. Many letters of complaint flocded into the
affice of the MNatiogpal Park BSBervice, =5 well 8= to the
Goneral Land Office, which had been responsible for managing
parks and monuments befcre the cresticn of the new buresu.
One of the mnet frequent complaints came from Schuyler Hain,
and the tables and benches he mentions in the first letter
undoubtedly refer to the property of the camperound that had
been built by the permit to W.W. Canfield. Mr. Hain's

letter follows:
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Tres Pinos, Gal. Ogt. 25th 1920

Hon. Stephen Mather,
Washington D.C,

My Dear Mr. Mather:

I am in sore strzits. I have labored years, I
am mach afraid, in vain, to sawve one of the wonder-
lands of the world fraon comercialism. A place
pronounced by Dr. C, Hart Merriam as "second only
to Tosemite.” By Dr. Gilbert as "The most diversity
of scenery and besutiful ocloring of any equal area
ever visited", By Capt. Dosler Finley, "I have seen
negrly all the scenery in the United States. This
is the most wonderful place I ever vigited. You
have a trip to the high Sierras within two hours of
your camp and also the eguivalent to the Mammth
Cave of Kentucky except its stalactites and
stalagmites, and most of those are carried away.”
But why contimea. The sulstance of the mtter is
this: Ope Hundred Sixty acres of the rocks with
caves, Scenery was taken up under Stone Act aboet
1882 by Gec. W. Root, and oy him =cld to three
parties in San Franciseo, The property chanped
hands last spring and just before the Lecoration Day
Baliday a siort wire fence and mete was placed
acrcas the canyon, belcwy the rockzs and over the
sotrance a beard mrked 50¢ admission, children
under 12 not inciuded. I was acting as pguide for
some 90 of the Sierra Club and asked their leader,
¥allace Bradford if there were any attorneys in the
COMPATY » W found two and 1 placed conditicns
existing in the region. How roads had been ailt
over the land claimed. PFarking places for antos,
spring camented, tables & benches muilt—on the land
and necessity for crossing to get to part of the
FMational Momment, and asked them if the public had
net acguired an =azement over the properiy. I
stated I had traveled over, through and under these
selfzame rocks for 29 wears without let or bhin—
drance. The decision given was favorable to an
easament. I askKed them if they would back up their
decizion by refuzing to pay amd also advise the clab
as a whole to resist payoent? Yes was their anower.
S0 we refused and gave air reason. We were told we
aould b2 reported and acticn for trespass insti-
tuted, Wt nothing came of it. Yesterday I wae
there arein with a few friends and went throuch
nobady appearing on this side. On aur return at the
cpposite end, we were asked to contritmte and we
refused, and was told to get off the property, I
told the keeper 1 was headed that way ot we stopped
ingide the inclosure at air end and used the site of
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my old camp fire emd cur tables and benches for aur
dinner. The parties charge all persons they can get
to pay and thelr mumber has been considersble.

There is another Gorge several miles from the
above mentioned one ingside the Momiment and of egqual
inportence from a scenic view it unfortunetely the
canyon roth leading to it is pot inside the mm-~
ment and has ncw been filed upon as well as the part
of the roodway leading to the first mentionerd place.
lnless this land can be withdrawn or something of
that natire, the other Gorge Wwill be in the same
category.,

1 am enclesing notice of visit of Herbert W.
Gleascn last Fear who came at your sugegestion. Mr.
Gleason did not, es wes proper, give me any ides 8=
to the mature of his report, ut I am confident it
wes not wholly hed. (Herbert W. Gleason, who with
his wife wvigited the Hnnacles, 17 September 1919
and tock several views of the formatlons and mede a
report of conditions there to the Uirector.)

Now Mr. Mather please tell me what I can do in
any way poasible to further the interests of this
place.

The first recognition for the place I secired
was the sstting aside for protection of this regian
for the public of Some 1400 acros of a3 Forest
resarve., I thea secured & gue preserve of the
forest reserve thraigh state action. Some vears
after fthe Forest Beserve was eliminated and I
secursd State action creating a speciel gare dis-
trict of the former Forest Begerwe and this is in
comtimiance at present.

Dr. (David Starr) Jordan used his influence
with President Hoosevelt petting 2,080 acres =et
aside as a Mational Momiment Wt the ares is
entirely foo zmll as it leaves chances for
acuiring Govt. land to thwart the piblie fram their
rights to an enjoyment of their wonderful scenery

It is too bad this rgion was not selected as
the Ooosevelt Memmriel Fark for I believe it is big
enauzgh and I hate to logse the name  "Seguoia”
connected with a2 Mationsl PBark a3 it means so
mach. I find many of the Club members of the
varions California catdoors orgenimations share oy
TIEHNS.: « « &

Hoping my love of this place has not caused me
o bore voul with this odssivwe and that I will
shortly hesr fran you and that it is not as hopsless
ag I seem to feel—I am

Yours traly,
{S8igned) S8.C, Hain
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The evants that upset Schuyler Hain were directed by the
owners of the Copper Momtain Mining Company.

Henry Melville had been trying to mine some claims in
the Plnnacles formatlons since about 18806. Im 1908, the
same year that the area became a national momument, Melville
tock in some partpers, bought up an old timber and mining
¢laim that had been proved upon by Gearge Root in 1883, amd
formed a corporation—Copper Mounteip Mining Company. 1t
was smid that the new compeny had English capital bebind
it. 4 Mr. Lind was named in several places as president of
the company. There were twenly-—s3ix claim-sites on the cne
hundeed and sixty sores, an Lshaped tract in the northwest
corner of section 34, T. 16 3., H. 7 E., Mymnt Dieblo
Meridian. Melville was zl=so a squatter on the east one-
fourth of section 33 of the same towanship. Hoth of these
locations were within the momirent.

It som became apparent, however, that the canpany was
not there solely for the copper; the copper content of the
ore taken from the mine was ap 1low that it hardly seamed
worth mining. The State Mining Burean Field Heport of
Devember 7, 1915 stated that the locateors of the mine weres
H.J, Lind, H.F, Melville &t al. There were 21 lode claims,
3 mill sites, 1 water right and 2 dumpsites and & town-—
site. The character of depasit was copper stalns (alachite
and chalcopyrite) and smll lenses. The method of working
was opett cuts and tunnels. For the method of treatment they

planned to laash qut copper and precipitate with iron
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scraps. Their only eguipment were 6 redwood tarks, 3 1/2
feet in dameter, 3 fest high; a oine car awl scoe drills.
The mwter of meEn on wages was one. The report states that
& 40 foot open cut, 12 feet wide on a lense of dark rock
which shows mlachite and traces of borite stains, and this
lense 18 feet by € feet has been cut through., Strikes NW
dips NE 45°, Three or four tons of “ore” had been removed
from the mine. Above cn the same hill to the north wers two
10 foot tunnels, showing oi. stains at portals, and a 30
foot open cut. Twenty feet higher was cne mpre tunnel with
cu. stains. The report observed that the country was
franite (weather=d).

The cne hundred and sixty acres enccrpassad the lovely
canyon through which our Baileonies Caves Trail 1leads,
Machete Ridge, the west side cawves, and even some of the
campgrounds east of the caves known as "Old Pinnacles.” 0Old
Pinnarles was the same area that the Bear Valley neighbhors
had been using for twenty or thirty years. Imagine their
anger when they found the area fenced, their picnic tables
confiscated, and a woman with a shotsun who demnded fifty
cants fran anyone wanting to enter the property! The woman
was Mrs. Olive ERivers who claimed that Melville nad leased
the property to her.

Recently, Hildegard (Mrs. Fred) Monhoff, a friend of
Mrs. RBod (Phyllis) Broyles, sent Phyllis a colorful descrip-—

tion of Mrs. HRivers that Mrs. Monhoff had entered in her
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personal diary on the ocecasion of a trip to Pinnacles. The

entry is as follows:

Jupe 1831 . . . we barned off at Soledad and
went to The Pimacles. An outeropping of gieantic
and fantastic rocks erupts in the smooth domes of
hiph hills. God took a fancy to this place, rubbed
itupa wt and put in some ice—cold springs.

There is a remrkable womee in charge, dressed
in a large sombrero wound with coloired scarves; she
wears hoots and trousers, and over the latter a
short  scant  wrap-avamd skirt of a  figured
material. Her acecunt, told from between gold
teath, of the geological sequence of the place, is
encugh to solidify the geologist into good agate:
She says that in reality the hupe rocks are petri-
fied wood and that the dramtic cshape and
arrangement are due to liot geysers that fimished it
all off and "put it 211 together and basted it up
again." "The professors” she said, “elaim that hot
gersars are boiling under the whole aresa, and that
drilling woild release them. But owing to the fact
that the geysers could not be controlled and would
turn the country upside—dcem, they are to be left
where they are." Vancouver, the British explorer,
was there abcat 130 years azo, and she says, “"he
must have been guite 4 feature.® The historians,
she says, were "“very cute” in calling the place
Vancouver's Pimacles. She handed us a gircular,
saying it was full of "anappy informmticon.” Fred
sald he espected to find 2 few quotations fran the
Decameron.

The other intrusion that Hain had mentionsed in his
letter to the Director had been the filing of claims on the
eist and north sides of the momument. These were by the
five homesteaders, all ex—servicemen Who came to the ares in
1920; Perman Hemansen, Yigo Tetersen, Alonzo Bourke,
Russell Bourke, and Zotic Marcott. Fetersen had the land
including the entrance rcad and headquarters area of today;
Alonzo Boaurke, the preoperty north of him along the Chalone
Crecit; Marcoti’s was a little farther north, including =

part of the north fork of the Chalone and Marcott Spring;
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Fns=eall Bairke's property was west and northwest of
VMarcott's; and Hermmnsen's was farther west of DBourke's,
contimiing to the west side of the momument and west of
Melviile.

There were so| many complaints registered with the
Mational Fark Service that in the Jume 30, 1820 report of
the fiecal year, Mither mentioned the canditions at
Pinnacles apd stated that he intended to investigpte the
gituation in the coming year.

On Jamuary 28, 1821, Mather wrote Comissicner Clay
Tallmen of the General lend Office telling him of the recent
events and questioned the right-of-way from the entrance
road thraugh the tract of land cwmed by Melville, and at
that time he stated that he was having a thorough investiga-
ticn made of the lepnl aspects of the case. He went on to
gay that becanse of the mny coplaints W local pecple of
other entries beinz made on the other land surroinding the
momament, that they had begun to notice all the other
private holdings on the approach road leading fran the
county road into the Pinnacles. Mather also stated,™. o o
it is requested that before final patent is issued to any of
theze entries thet a right-of—way for this rcad be ressrved
ta the Government."

On the same Gy Mather wrote to CongTes=men Hagh 5.
Hermen enclosing & cop¥ of the letter he had sent to the

comm ssicner of the General land Office, and suggested that
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the cointy should take steps to have the approach road be
mde & ccunty road. He continued:

I followed up your suggestion of lodking up the
former area reserved at the Monterey MNational
Forest, which was elimlnated and opensd to entry in
1910, and I find that there have been a great many
entries made in this ares, and it wauld seewm that it
willd not be advisable to rewithdrew this area or,
in fact, to enlarge the mmmment unless there are
some exceptimnzlly scenic features, which should be
included, and then, of course, it is & question
whether these features are located on the remining
wcant public lapds.

JuH. Favorite, Chief of the Field Division of the
General Land Office in San Francisco, had written to the
Director of the BHational Park Service in April of 1920,
informing him of the mny camplaints his office had been
receiving concerning the situation at Pinnacles. By
September of that year, the commissioner of the Gemeral land
Office in Washington wrote Mr. Favorite in response to a
letter from Pavorite on the same subject:

The mmurent is uxler the admipistration of the
Fark Service and the following peragraph in the
report of the Director of that Buresn for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1820, relative to this Monument
Indicates that an immestication of the matter is
contemplated by that Service:

"an unfeortunate sitmation exists in  this
monurent. Eecent purchasers of an alienated tract
af land within the mmument which is traversed by
the sole roed hawe fenced off access to the monument
and are charging a toll for passape over thedir
leand. It is not possible to say at this time what
the remedy is, Dt during the next year I heope to
investigate the situation fully in order to make the
mmiment accessible without charge to all who care
to see LTV

We have not een reguested to assist in such
investimtion and no action by this office therefore
appears negessary at this time. It would seem that
the question as to whether the roed iz 2 priwmtie one
cld be determined by the local authorities.
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Canplaints contimed to pour into the Director's office,
until early in 1922, Saperintendent Washinpton B. Lewis of
Yosemite was asked by the Director to order some sipns for
Mnnacles and while on the trip to install them, Lewis was
to lock into the situation and make o report of the metter.

Lewis' report was dated April 5, 1822, He had gone to
Gonzples by rmilway and engaped an autombrile to drive the
rest of the way to Pinnacles. After a long drive over muddy
msntain roads he finally hed reached the momment. He
spent forty-five mmutes locking the place over and taking
with Melville ami Hivers. His recomendation was for the
Service to alendon the momurent as the private land owners
had all the seenic attreetions tied up. He reported more on
his trip tack to Gonzales than he did of the conditions at
the mmment. It had been & trying trip. His antomobile
had potten stuck in the mud; then the rancher who had come
to pull him oit alse got his cor stuck. Finally Lewis had
to walk nck into town at 1:00 a.m.

in Cctober 9, 1222, Herman Hermansen had his first
carrespondence with the Park dervice. He wrote to say that
lewis had been wrong in his report. Hermansen stated that
there was ancther canyon an the sast side of the monument
that shmld be included in the park, and a road shoiald be
muilt to that side of the mwmment. The answer from Mather

informed him that there were pno funds for such a road.
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On Rovemher 19, Hermansen epgain wrote to the Director
telling how he and four other ex-servicemen were home—
steading lands north amd east of the momument, how they had
set vp a camppround but that they did not charge for
camping, only for pguide service. He stated that he would
arcept any pasition, no Eatter what the pay, to further the
interests of the momment.

In Decewber of 1922, J.H. Favorite of the General Land
Office took it upon himeelf to investigate the Pinnanles
situation. He mde a report dated December 11 and sent &
copy to the Director of the Park Service as a courtesy.
Faworite'’s report was a very thorcugh one in which he told
of the caves and formations in the Bear Gulch area. He
informed the Director that theee lands were on public
domain, and that the government should move quickly to
include them in the mpmument. He also sugzested that a
local man mipght keep order in the area, if he were named
c1stodian. He recommended either Vieo Petersen or Henmn
Hermansen, two of the homesteaders whom he bed found to be
honest men, for the job., He was sure that cne man would be
all that would be reguired for the position.

Bemrmn Hemrmnsen wrote to the Director on April 7, 1923,
to again complain about Melville and Rivers and the wey they
were treating visitors to the momurent. He was sure their
claims were frandulent and thought the Park Service should

try to oust the two.
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In a oommnication of May 8, 18923, Arthur E. Damaray
wrote to Armo B. Commerer {both wen on Mather's staff) and
agread with Favorite that Hermansen would make 2 good choice
for astodian. In turn, Camrerer wrote to Favorite thanking
him for his suggestions and the fine report he had mde on
the Finnacles. The Mational Park Service then offered
Hemmansen the job of austodian at a salary of twelwve dollars
a ¥eab. Hermnsen accepted the position, and on June 1,
1923, the Service notified him that he had officially
entered on active duty May 25, 1923; and sent him a copy of
the rules and reculations, with instructions to be sworn in
by Marshali ¥Mcbhil in Bollister.

On Moy 7, 1923, President Warren G. Harding enlarged the
area of Pinnacles Mational Monunent accordiog to the recan
mendations of F.H. Favorite, adding lot 4, SW 1/4 N¥ 1/4,
and 59 1/4 Sec., 2, and W 1/2 See. 11, in T. 17 5,, R. 7 E.,
Moont Diablo Base and Meridian.

On Jupe 17, 1823, Hermansen wrote requestips 512,000 for
trail work and 5500 for 24 cabin for headquarters at
Pinnazles. He said Vigpo FRetersen, the homesteader whose
propetty was directly east of the momument and at the
entrance to Dear Culch, would rive an aasement to have the
cabin tuilt on his property with oo charge to the govwern—
ment. Fetersen had sent a letter on the 16th attesting to

this fact.
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The reply fran the Service was thai there was no mpney
for a cabin tut there would be $600 for the building of
trzils. This was July 2, 1923,

In Hermmnsen’s monthly report of June 28, 1923, he
advises adding the East one half section (4, T. 17 S., R. 7
E., M. D. M.) to the momment because it contained a water
supply on the west side and also part of the entrance road
on that =zide of the momurent.

Hermnsen told his superiors that he had taken up the
acces road guestion with the San Benito county board of
supervisors and the Chamber of Comerce in Hollister. In
this report he requested a Matiomal Bark Service badee so
that he would have something to show his authority.

In the report dated July 202, 1923, Hermnsen tells the
National Park Service of the court attle he had been having
with Melville, ftrying to st Melvwille off Hermansen's
land. Hermansen tells of his future plans for his land just
nortivest of the momwent. He hoped one day to put a read
acrass his land to the esast side of the mmument, by-passing
the 160 acres owned by the Copper Mountain Mining Cospany.
He reportad that Mr. Pavorite had been to Finnacles, and the
wo of them went to call at the office of the Mining Company
in Scledad. Favorite was to be a witness for Hernansen in
the coart case against Melvilie.

He reported a2t that time that Fetersen had donated land

for a weteran's camp on his property east of the nogument.
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Hermansen in that correspondence acknowledged the F600
for trail work, and inquired just how he was to receive the
money &5 ne wanted to get started on the trails very socno,.

The Assistant Director answered his inmguiry by saying
the money was on bhand and held in abeyance until it was
needed.

In the mext communication from Hermensen on August 11,
1923, he told of the movement in Hollister for funds for an
entrance road to the east side of the Pinnacles. He wWas
quite upset with the Service, becaise he misundersteood the
word Tabeyance," thinking the Service was withdrawing the
funds for trails, just whan there was beginning to be so
mich local interest in the progpect of an entrance road.

The answer from Assistant Director Cermmersr on
Mgust 20, 1923, cleared up the matter. Cammerer assured
Hermpnsen that the money would be available providing the
Pinmacles todk edvantage of it within gix months. If npot,
there were other parks that cold use the money.

In Hermansen's report dated September 11, 1923, he told
of the dedication ceremonies for the camp for veterens, pai
on by the Veterans® League of California, at the camp that
Petersen had donated for that purpose.

It was in that letter that he told of the Hollister
Merchants' Association and the San Denito Farm Burean and
their plans for funding the Pinnecles entrance road ioto the

moourent through Bear Galch.
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The actual funding did not ccme thraugh until after the
Drector, Stephen Mather, came 1o Pinnacles in dmrch 1924,
In 2 spesch before the interested organisations in
Hollister, Mather expressed regret for the Service's lack of
funds to belp the Pionacles. Gut in August, it was
anncunced that federzl aid would be available for the
purpcse of hrilding trails and sinking wells at the pazk.

After this good news, the people of Hollister were
encauraged to contimie the drive for the roed up Bear
Gnich. Twxelve ormnizations and private citizens donated
$200 each, and with the $2400, a2 contract was let to Wuild
the narrow, one-way rcad into Bear (uich, improving upon the
one—gquarter-mile of road that had been bilt by the "Boys® -
as the homesteaders were called.

On July 2, 1924, 3lvin Coolidge, in another Presiden—
tial Proclamticon, increased the size of the monument on the
wast sSide by adding the east half of section 4, T. 17 S.,
E. 7 E., ¥. D. M., according to Hermansen's recomnrendation
given the previcis yerr. The reason stated for the addition
was the vamluable water scurce and camp sites. The Mational
Park Service was now a well-established burean that mede

itself felt in Washington.
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Chapter 7

CaMP PINNACLES
Sare of the events leading up to the establishpent by
the homesteaders and H.C. BRyker, =z photographer #ith the

Cekland Tribune, of the short-lived “Carmp Pionacles,® are

very interesting--a5 are the events following the enter-
prises' short existenci. The information in this section

was found in bound copies of the Hnllister Evening Free

lance (unless otherwise stated), and started when the
interest of the people of San Benito Coumty was tamed
toward pronoting  inprovements ang  travel to Pionacles
Yaticonal Momument. It wag at this time that the newest
praoter of the Pinnacles, Washington Irving Hewikdins,
efitered the scene.

Washington Irving ("Tireless Irv®) Hawkins was a
prominent businessmn and rancher in Mollister.,  In 1923,
Hawkins was the president of the San Benito County Farm
Burean. His father, T.3. Hawkins, had been one of the
pion=ers of Hollister, W.I. Hawkins had been instrumental
in the move to have Fremont Peak mde & state pzok, and at
the current tice, in 18324, was putting the finishing touches
on the creation and development of San Benito's ccunty park,
Bolado, near Tres Pincs.

The Hollister Evening Free lance kept a rumning account

of the drive to advance the popularity of the ronument. As

early as February in 1924, the 3an Benito County Parm Buresu
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met at its center in Hollister where Hawkins spoke of the
many projects that the organization planned for the
future. At the top of the list was the plan for the
pranytion and the improvement of & road to the pational
momunent. Hermaneen, along with his puides, Petersen and
Marcott, also spcke at the meeting, stating that the federal
government would be willing to meke improvements in the park
if approach roads were improved. S.C. Hain read an oripipal
poem on the Pinnacles at the meeting.

The promotianal work began to pay off, for in March,
Hermansen annoinced a commnication from the Californla
State Autombile Association that they weres roubting all
traffic to Pinnacles through Hollister, George Grant, of
that association (later a photographer for the Mational Park
Service), amd 4. Weller, autcootive editor of the San

Francisco Examiner, were to visit the moounment within the

next month to see about giving Finnacles more publicity.

Two days later, the Farm Bureau reported that Stephen
Mather, director of the Mational Fark Service, would e in
Hollister. Mather had requested 2 specisl Farm Bureaun
meeting for Thursday, March &7.

At that Farm Bureau meeting, the Fark Service head told
of the lack of funds to aid the Pinnaclies. The meeting had
teen held jointly with the Hollister Chamber of Comrerce,
and Waldo Fohnert, chairman of the meetiog, introduced

tiather who told of the pationel parks and momuments in the
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United States. These in the meeting were extended an
invitation to participate in the Imsket picnic at the
Pinnacles the following Sunday.

Mather left Hollister the following worning to person-
ally ilnspect the somument and to gonin first hand knowledpe
of its needs. The local pecple were encml.ra.ged that the
Director would help to see that the Pinnacles wuld gain its
share of the appropriations.

The promotion for the Plonacles road had a slight inter-
mipticn becanse of the aithreak of hoof-and-mouth disease in
iy, which resulted in 2 road ban. The Pinnacles road btan
wae lifted on the twenty-fifth of June. This was just one
month after twelve organizations and private citizens of San
Eenito county had pledged $200 each toward a roed up Bear
Gulch.  Theoee contrituting were: the Bank of Italy; First
Mational Eapk; 3an Benito County Farm Bureazu; P.F. Browm;
W.K. Brown; Dr. H.J. Macomber, Georse Sylkes; Waldo Rohnert;
C.N, Hawking; W.I. HawMins; H,A. Harmmnsen; V. BPetarsen and
Z. Mareott. Eight members of the King City committee had
met at the sume time and expressed no dodbt in theic ahbility
to ralse their F1,000 share of the monsy.

On July 158, the San Francisco Examiner men arrived at

Binnacles. The party included the '"Motorlogue" eoditor,
fienry P. Flynn, and Mrs. Flynn, Henry EKales, adwvertising
menager of the Earle . Anthony Conpany of Los Angeles,

W.L. Moore and Harrison Fisher, the noted artist. So the

publicity canmpaign was under way!
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On Augnet 2, 1924, came the anncuncemant that a complete
survey of the Pinnacies had been ordered-—after the
annaincement of the Presidential Proclamtion by Calvin
Coolidge of the enlargement of the monument by 320 acres con
the west side to include a valuable water source as had been
recomended by Hermansen the preceeding year. The monument
how abraced 2,973 acres. Hermansen also stated that abont
one—third of the cne and chne-halfmile road up Bear (ulch
that had been financed by the Farm Burear wis completed.
Cattle guards on the approach road from the main county road
were belng Hilt, sliminating all gates on the road. Gutes
were being made in fences alongside the cattle puards for
pecple who might be riding or driving horses. A big ccunty
picnic was being planned on Angust 16 at  Pinmacles,
annoaanced W.I. Hegkins and famm advisor W.J. Tocher, to
bring attention and foms to the improvements that had been
ede by the Farm Bureau and the county of San Bepito. It
was to be a free arbecue with such puests as Harvey M. Toy,
of the State Highway Commission, and Congressman Arthur M.
Free of the local digtrict. The picnic was to be at the
foot of Bear Culch. BSupervisor R.G. Garner stated that he
was tushing work on the road into the Plonacles so all mates
would be eliminated by the day of the berbecuc.

The news that federal aid would be given Pinnzcles for

the purpose of Wuilding trails and sinking wells came the
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day before the barbecue. The newspaper article stated thet
the mooument was proving to be 2 hig lure to ftourists,
tharks ton the efforts of H. Bermpmsen, V. Fetersen and
W.I. Hawkin=, and the Farm Buresu. At the picnic, the
settlers of the area would act as guides to show the scenic
wonders af the momuirent.

At the barbecus, Harvey M. Toy stated that a state high-
way straight through San Bepifto county Ioomed as a strong
possibility., as & result of vigitetion fo the Pinnacles Ty
officials and general public. There were eipht or nine
hundred pecple and cne hundred antambiles at the affair.
Toy spote metly of the Hollister-to-King City road. He
=3id that the 3an Juan Grade already hed = problem and the
state had to decide whether to struighten the curves in that
road or build a new rcad.

Hormmnsen and Marcott had led a two mile hike to Beer
Guleh caves, owver a frail on the ridege where the entire
canyon coulid be viewed, and then back to the cars below.

A few days later, on Angust &3, 1924, came the annocunce—
ment that the coanty of San Benito had recently purchased
rights of way from Cook to Finpnacles for the sum of 33,000.
The article also ssid that the roed up Bear ulch should be
corplete by fall; and stated that Toy had conferred with
¥.1. Hawkins and Hermpsen—and in turn, Hemmnsen with the
Govwernor--all trying to igterest the state in mMing the

Bolsa/Hollister/King City road a state highway.
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The middle of Ootober of 12824, Federal Surveyor
A. Secboker arrived at the momuent to begin 2 survey that
tocdk glx wedks and resulted in the fedarslly accepted mmp of
Finnacles.

In Jamary of 1925, a blg caravan of San Jose boosters,
mstly members of that city's Chamber of Coamrerce, came to
Finnacles. They were feted at 2 mmrbecue given by
Hermensen, Retersen and Marcott, assisted by len Townsend
and W.Aa. Weller. W.I. Hawkins had been instrumental in
bringing the group to the park. Hawkins announced at the
barbeale that Jamary 289 would be "Finpacles Dey" in north-
ern California. While "Pinnacles Day" was initially a Farm
Euremn project, after Hermansen's cpening speech many
Hollister businessren hecame interested in the idea. Harvey
Toy, who had been a hotel and resort oen all his Tife, told
the group that he saw feny possibilities for the Pinnacles.

From this meetipg a state-wide corganization, Pinpacles
Maticnal Bark Association, was born., It would be hesded by
Harvey Toy, the vice president would be Bobert Benson, and
Hawlkcing was to be the secretary-treasurer. Hawking had been
the tireless worker, imstrumepntal in forming the orgaini-
zation. The directors were chosen from King City,
Watsoneille, San Jose, San Juan Bantista, Hpllister, Gilroy
and San Francisco, and included zome of the most well Inown

misinesgmen of the day.
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The first wesk o February, Hermansen anncunced that the
county would donate permanent cement barbecue pits and the
Farm Buresn was to glve camplefe arbecue autfits; grills,
knives, forks, platters, ete.,—exclugiwely for the use of
trapsient picnickers and taurists. Autarmphile campers mist
use the other camperaund. At the same time he annaumced
that a acrew of men were dolng preliminary road work froo the
1,000 appropriation secured by Stephen T. Mather, and in a
fow days the regular work was to begin., (It is believed the
“other caempground” referred to was (ld Pinnecles).

These donations came as & result of the gathering of
dipmitaries fran all over northern Califoarnie who haed
assemblaed for "Pinnacles Oay" on Jamary 29. Fran thet
meeting =lso came the decision to sponsor 4 free arbtecue on
May first for ell the pecple in San Benito County.

On February 3, 1925, a small erticle appeared in the
Hollister newspaper stating that 2 corporation to e known
as "Camp Pinpacles" Corporation had bteen formed. The
article stated that it was understood thet the corporaticon
would not affect the momuent proper, Wt was for the
purpose of establishing private auto canpgroinds, stores and
other accamodations near the entrance to the park. Corpo-
rate stock of the capany was reported to be 3$10,000.
Hermansen was to be president, C. Ryker of Oakland was

sacretary, and Fetersen was the freasurer.
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It mst bz remenbered that at that time the momuent
boundaries began near what is the Chief Ranger Residence and
the upper parking 1ot at the present time, S0 anyone
entering the momurent wolld heve to pass over the land osmed
by the new corporation. This fact might have had some
bearing on scme of the evenis that were to ocoar in the pear
future.

Flans for the May Day c<elebration contimed to move
forward., It was etated that Govermor Friend W. Richardson
and the acting Mayor of 3an Francisco, Halph Mcleran had
accepted invitations to the event. A crowd of 3,000 pecple
was expected fo atfend.

In April there was a gathering at the Italian Room of
the S5t. Francis Hotel in 3an Francisco, at a meeting of the
San Francisco Downtown Aseociation, to pronmote the Finnacleg
road building program. Sixty men from San Benito county
attended along with forty franm other cities. Harvey Toy
presided and Schuyler €. Hain lectured on the momiment and
showed slides of its scenic features., Toy stated at the
meeting, "As matters now stand the bill to appropriate
3,000 for a2 survey of a road from Hollister through
Pinnenles and the Pinnacles National Monwment to Soledad, a
change of the original idea, had been passed through the
varicus committess and will scon be woted upon, with an

excellent chance to pass." Two former governors of
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California, G.W. Jeter of Santa Cruz, and Warren Porter, of
Weimonviile, were pressnt gt that meeting.

The Pinnacles rcad survey i1l was introduced in the
California legislature and passed unanimously. It then went
to the Gowverncr, whers it lay on his de;k for several
weeks, It was part of a gas tax bill that the Governor
eventually vetoed as being too inflationary.

Plans for the ¥May first barbecue rolled rignt along. It
was anncunced that famed chef “"Pop® Yrost who more than amy—
one else, ", . .« has done mere to aoguaint the eplowres of
California with abelomne in Monterey," would be in charge of
the fish and mssel barbecus pits. Ermie Weller would be in
charge of the beef pits, and frijoles and salss would be
prepared by Scnorz Juanita Corbett.

Cr April 19, newsien from every mjor newspapeT in
northern Californiz were feted by Hermnsen and Feter=en.
The DPinnacles was presented to these guests by Miss San
Benito County (Eula Powers), and Miss Pinmacles (Aldah
Fowles), and to Miss (alifornia (Miss L. Horrie of San
Pranciscod.

Oo April 20, the Hollister Evening Free Lance carried an

editorial, stating;

First time this writer has seen the park since
the "homm" started. Remarkahle what the Pinnacles
Company accomplished . . . A road has been huilt
right to the foot of the trailes . . . (A} Herculean
task . . . (for bsing so) short of {ime and funds
+ + » (The) last mile (of the road is) one way . . .
{They have} erected a diping cabin . . . dance
floor, « . . radio for msic, . . » BB pits, wells,
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benches, . . - tourist tents and shacks . . . {(all)

accomplished by Qustodian Hawkins and his band of

young war vels, settlers who came here 2 coaple of
years 2ga « . - 400 visitors, including a couple of
touring parties from Germany, registered yesterday

« « -« There are seven or eight guides.

Three short days later, the Pinnacles Company came aat
with the news that they would make a smll charge for
camping facilities after the May first celebration—starting
May second the regular fee of fifty cents per mechine woald
be charged. They stated that the ¥ay Day dance would be
free, ut the dance the next night, with the sare orchestra,
wold cost one dollar per couple, as would 2ll dances there—
after. The amcomeement was made by H.C. Byker, who added,
"Ouir man Petersen has been menerals enigh to provide free
prking spaces. After May lst you will no doubt be glad to
return the favor."”

The folliowing wesk, W.I. Hawkins was assurins everyone
that the May Oay festivities were free, . . . as free as
the  air." He alsco announced that he had secured the
Monterey Presidio Band for the day, and that there would be
encugh food to feed an amy, ut people were urged to hring
their owm cups and plates. There was to be a squad of
motorcycle police to help with the traffic.

The Governor backed aut of the celsbration because he
was busy working on the 00-odd bills that had been pmssod
by recant legislation, ut from all other reports, the May

Cey berbecue Was a hipe Sucoess. Between fiwe and six

thousand pecple attended. The regtaurant was said to be
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ingenicusly mde so the walla conld be taken aut at the last
m.nute, thus making 8 large dance flcor. It was reported
that a2 large cold drink, ice cresm amd tolnceo stand faced
the restaurant. Bunming w#ater, toilets and other conven-
iences were also immediately at hend. Even the San

Francisco Examiner and Oakiand Tribine covwered the

pelehration with publicity.

On May 12, San Benito county filed suit against twenty-
one land holders for right—of-way to Pinnacles. The defen-
dants named in the suit were: Henry Melville; Olive A.
Rivers; Weo Detersen; Alonto Bourke; Rigsell Bourks; Herman
Herminsen; Copper Momtain Mining Compamry; Helen de Famuett
(also ¥nown as Lena des Parguett); Belle EKelley;, Sara
Elizabeth Melendy; E. Callonan; George Kelley, Alta Bogue;
John Doe; Richard Boe; Anna Doe; Mary Doe; John Doe Company
(& corporation); and Richard Hoe Company (& corporation).
Az it turned i, the defendant=s did not fight the case, as
they all wanted the pecple of the county to hawe right—of-
way to the mminent.

In June, reports of the May Dey picenic were still coming
in. It was stated that that picnic had been held in Bacon's
flat, esst of the park, end Charles Selfied bhed been the
cook.,. The June first report stated that mre people hed
visited the Pinnacles that last weekend in June than had for
the May lkoy ewvent. The report came that Finnacles was

leading other national parks in attendance, provided they
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cauld meintain the May attendance average throughait the
erntire season.,. This was an amzing feat consideriog that
the drive to popularize Pinnacles had only started the

previcus year, the reporter faor the Fvening Free lance

Ftated.
"Carp Pinnacles" was running an advertisement weekly in
the local newspaper which read:
dpend Your Weck-ends
at
THE PINNACLES
Restaurant
Mmnecing Every
Saturday MNight
V. 4. BETERSEN
Manager
While everyone else was busy praising himself for the
wonderful job that hed heen accomplished 2t the momment,

the editor of the Hollister Evening PFree lance wrote an

editorial on June 23 that led to the installation of a
device that the old Pinnacles road was most remembered
for. H.F. Hwle stated in that editorial:

If the Chamter of Commerce or somebedy can't
solicit enoush funds to get the road widzned, the
aefficient time—clock system shonld be installed.

Several thausand visitors a month means a whole
lot to Hollister and the st of San Benito
county. They leawe thousands of dollars behind.
Will we spend & few dollarg to keep them caning; or
shall we chalk up ancother worthy project thus—
"Started with 2 tang, ended with a fiz=le"—
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Hollister is pgetting that reputation ic many
thing= of the Iast few vyears. It iz time the
camunity wcke up and did something to wipe that
reputation off the slate.

By the middle of July of 1825, the Scuthern Pacific
Railroad Company begen a stage service to the Pinnacles from
Hotel Hollister and told of this service in the conpany's
periodical lhiterature distributed to all apents in the
camtry. The service made the same charge for one to Five
Persons, Carrving passengers to Pinnacles, and armangiog for
8 piide.

On August 1%, news of the PFinnacles Mational Fark
Adgsnoiation agapin surfaced. The article stated that the
agssociation held a conference in San Francisco apd president
Harvey M. Toy announced that intense publicity regarding the
wonders of the momiment would soon e started amd that plans
were under wWay which would insure perfect service to all
visitors.

The artiele also stated that W.1. Hawhkins, secretary of
the assoeiation, was leaving for & vigit to Sequoia Mational
Fark to be the guest of Superintendent Col, John R. White.
Hawkins had vigited every par¥® and monurent in California to
leayn of methods used in handling visitors, services given
them, and general park mnagament.

The same article went on to say that three San Eenitol
Farm Buresmi officials believed that developments now under
way warrantad the lannching of their project to pet a tour-

ist inn in Hollister in conjunction with the Finnacles, The
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three men 2lso statad that the highway project was to be the
main topic for discussion at the burean directors’ meeting
that month.

It was just a few days later that an item appeared which
might have seemed unrelated at first glance to all the pub-
licity that the Pinnacles had been receiving of late. It
seema that the court ettie between Hermensen and Copper
Mountain Mining Compzoy that had been waged for over three
years was finaelly setiled in Hermmesen's favor. The land
concerned included GAD acres in sections 33, 28, and 27, of
the 180 acres in section 34 that the company still held
claim to. The article stated that two tunnels dug ty Copper
Mountain Mining Company had Eeen dug on Hermnsen's land.
The land coversd in the suit included much of the
"Falisades” and elso included roads leading in on both
sides. This left the mining company hemmed in on 21) sides
by Hermansen and the U.3. Government. The writer implied
that this was g big lass foi' the English capital thet had
invested in the Copper Moumtain Mining Company.

One month later, on September 18, 1825, came the news
that W.I. Hawkins was replacing Herman Hermansen as ousto—
dian at Pionacles, amd that Zotic Marcott had been appointed
as ranger. The article stated that the shakep in the park
was due to the fact that some officials had been spending

too mich time in promotional work,
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Fron correspondence found in the Pinnacles Maticnal
Monument files at the Mational Archives, Washington, D.C.,
we find that letters had been sent to the Dirvector af the
Mational Park Service fran the Farm Burean in San Benito
county, from the Hollister Chamber of Cmm, frem the
Pinnacles Mational Park Association and from the San
Prancisco Downtown  Association, all  recoamending  the
appointment of Hawkins as the austodian of the mmment. In
addition, Hewkins had pained the ear of Horace Albright, and
Albright recommended to Mpther that Hswkins be made austo-
dian of Pinnacles.

Hermmrnsen, when asked for bis resignation, offered to
give up his interest in Camp Pinnacles, bat this was not
enoleh. Both Hermansen amd DPotersen did sell cut their
interests in the enterprise and leased their lands.
BEvidently, the Service felt that Hawhkins, who was ever the
politician, could & more to pramcte the interests of the

park.
Through the Hollister Evenipg Free lLance in September of

1925, Hawkins as the ne’ custodian of Pinnacles anncunced
that Superintemdent W.B. Ilewis of Yosemite Mational Fark was
to visit Pimnacles shortly. He would be accompanied by the
chief landscape architect for the Park Service to investi-
gate attractions and decide upon improvements to be mede at
the park, which was cne of the vwery few year round resorts,

and plans for revival of publicity were to be mde. Within
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three wedos it was expected thet maoy imorovements would
Degin—such as free gulde service, and other needed changes.

Bat the only cother miblicity in 1925 came in Novenper
when the Pinnacles Mational Tark dAsspciation anncunced
thraigh Toy and Hawkins of plans to enlarge the game
preserve to inglude mret of the comtry adjacent to
Pinnacles Mationnl Momumeni and to make Pionscles a larpe
deer presarve.

Faur days later Col. and Mrs. Jahn R. White of Sequoia,
Superintendsnt W.B. lewis of Yosemite and landseape
Architect Daniel R. Hull arrived at the momiment to survey
the 1926 oeeds of the perk. Piotographer James Lloyd would
arrive a fow days later to take scores of pictures to dis-
tribute to hotels and railroads.

In Jamary of 1926, Howking and Marecott ettended a Chief
RBangers' dinner, hosted by the Visalis Chamber of Comerce,
where Hewkins wa3 one of the speskers.

It was in February of 1926 that the San Benito Fam
Borean snd fthe Hollister Hotary Club annqaneed that they
were both donating $350 for the purpose of fipancing a
pageant to adwertise the Pinnecles. The pageant woild play
for three days—pay 2, 30 and 31—and woald feature local
and Hellywood actors and director. It wes bo be held in the
outdoor amphitheatar at Bolado Bark,

The pageant included Garet Holme's and Don Totherch's

"Werna of the Forest" on the 28th apd 30th and the Indian

las



lesond, "Taguitz the Evil One," 25 a matineg ¢m the 3lst,
Hawkins announced that the pageant was to be an anmel
event. Hawkins also announced that E. Walton Hedges was to
kecape his aide at the Finnacles. E. Walton Bedges, Jr., of
Rancho Haciends del dJusto wms already Statfa Fire Warden;
both were bhonorary pesitions. 4t the time of the pegoant,
the ait—cf-town actors were guests at the Hedeges' home.

Howkines invited Garet Holme, the director of the
pageant, to return the following fall to assist in layiog
cut plans for landseaping the npatural anphitheater at
Mnnacles. The plans included the planting of willows for a
backaround.

It was alm=t m Year before nore news of the momument
appeared in the Free lance. ¥arch 22, 1827, it was reported
that A, Fdwards, Under—3ecretary of the Interior and Mr., and
Mrs. Horace H., Albeipght, Assistant Director of the Maticnal
Fark Service, arrived to inspect the mormument and annomced
that an appropriation of $2,774 had been mde for use in the
park for the coming year, The inprovements woild include
construction of & stone ranger cabin and the installation of
8 telephone line b the ranger's residence. The artiele
seid that this was in addition bo the money already alliotted
for a swimming pool. 'Ihé Bolado swimming pocl was to be
poured the following week, then the forms were t© be nowved
to Pinnacles and used in the construction of a swimming pool

there.
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In June, the repart was that the improvements wauld
include not emly a telephone line end ranger's capin, but
also a lavatory and stairs and lodders in the caves—
connecting the upper, middle and lower caves. The middle
caves had never before been open to the p.lb]i;:.

¥ork started on the camort station and ranger cabin in
July, under the supervision of John B. Wosky, a Landscape
drchitect for the Matiomal Park Service.

W.I. Hawkins turnsd in his resigneticon as president of
the Han Benito Farm Bureau, to be effective January 1, 19235,

Frank A. Kittredge, Chief of Encineering, and Thomas C.
Vint, lendscape Architect, conducted & survey of a five year
improvement plan of the mmment in Decomber of 1927, and at
the same time, Hawkins anncunced that he planned to feed the
deer at the park that winter. He made a trip to Hedwood
State Park to study how they fed their deer there.

Mot much had been heard of "Camp Pinnacles" since its
formation, but oo fueust 29 of 1827, a new name became
associated with the enterpriss.

There was an item in the Evening Free Llance that told of

foir men who hod been arrested for poaching on the property
of Petersen and Hervensen. Toe men, the item said, had been
given permission by the lessee of the property——Mr. Coffee—
for the parpose of making a test of the state gane refuge
law. The fine far vieolating the refuge laws carried = mimi-

min of $25 and a maximm of F500 or Uup to 3ix months in
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jail. There had been a total of seven arrests an this
account made in the past week. Three of the men had been
dismissad, at the foar on the Petersen and Hemmnsen
properties had not had their ceses ssttled yet. The article
went o to state that A.G. Coffee, the 1%58?, W5 & resort
promoter from Pasadena.

Mast of the news of PFinnacles during this period
centered arcund the appropriations from Washington for
different improvements to be mede aft the momuent znd in
general advertisement for the park.

in February of 1828, Hawkins attended a superintendents’
meeting in Stockton and when he returned he told that the
ranger's cahio and comfort station were nearing cople-
tion. He also stated that the pony trails and the steps apd
ladders in the caves were alwnst done.

John B. Wasky, Jr. arrived at the Pinnacles again in
April 1o supervise the masonry work on the two Duildings.

¥W.I, Hawlkdin= was an enthisiastic supporter of Pinnacles
who was always ready to “sing its praises" to all «ho would
let him borrow their attention, and was not above glossing
over any aspect of the place that he thought might detract
from its drawipng pover as a tourist attraction. To 1lius-
trate this facet of his role as custodian at Plnnacles there
iz a story related by Hobert Oliver ({(clerk-typist at
Pinnacles from 1940 to 1842Z), told to him after his trensfer

to Yosamte Maticnal Park by John B. Wosky, who was then
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Agsistant Superintendent of Yosemite {end the Jlandscape
architect who-had earlier supervised the comstruction of
Pinnacles' buildings).

On cme of Wosky's first trips to Pinmacles during the
hottest weather of the year, Wosky and Hawkins were driving
along the entrance road one day when Wosky camented, "This
sure locks like rettlesnake coupntry to met" Te which
Hawkins imdignantly replied, “"No, we don'i bave any rattle-
snakes here!” Just about that time a2 rattlesmake crossed
the rogd in fropt of them. Wosky pulled the car aver to the
#ide of the road and getting out of the car, tock a gun and
shot the rattler. Hawkins imediately rebutted, "Well, that
i5 the first rettlesmake I have ever seen in the aree.”

A few months later, Wosky had occasion to retarn to the
monument aind the same scene repeated itself zlmmst enctly,
even dosm to the shooting of the second rattler.

At this time the nonplusad Hawkins turned to Wosky and
said, "You must be related to 5t. Patrick, or samething, for
we nevwer havwe seen rattlesnakes in these parts wntil Fou
came aroand.™

There were several items felling of the varicus autom-
bile clubs and tourist ormanizeficns that were publiciziog
the Pinnacles with trips to the mmment, and with articles
in their publicaticons.

In May of 1923, several local artists did an hour long

radio moadcast over KQW, sponsored by the San Benifo Coanty
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Farm Burean and erranged by Bill Bengard of San Benito.
Armong the local artizts appearing on hroadrast were: Dr.
J.M. Oonneil; Jack Tocher; Roy Gilbert; A.J. Yearian and
A. Coffee.

Mr. Coffee's pame appesred mgain on Dec;ﬂuer 11, 1988,
in en item abcut an accident he had. In this article he was
referred o a5 the owner of "Camp Pipnacles.® The article
stated that Mr., Coffee’'s car had run off the road on the
sharp turn cne-haif mile beiaw the camp, careened down the
canyon and turned over several times. The camp proprietor
had received several cute abaut the head, and "Hig® BHill
Bengard of San Benitc had responded to the call for aid,
rescusd Coffee, amd had tasken the injured man bo Hazel
Hewkins hospital in Hollister.

The talk of a throegh road to Soledad seemed to gain
imyentum during those days. In June of 1823, state
officials wvisited Finnacles in comneciion with the 55,000
state survey for the road (which subject head been re-
openad). The report stated that the plans for the
aprropriftion had taken a big step forward the preceding day
amd that the money should be fortheomiog socn, and the work
ordered done. The state officials were escorted through the
rormment b caunty officials.

In September, U.5. Buremn of Rublic Roads Chief Dr. A.
Hughs was escorted through Pipnecles by "Tireless Irv"

Hawhins him=elf.
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This was in addition to the pew interest that the FPark
Gervice seared to be tsKipng in the momuent. In May,
Hawkins returned from a meeting in San Praocisco with the

approval to spend 32,000 cn horse tralls. The Bvening Free

lance article stated that the President had anly Just signed
the bill that, among other things, called for improvements
to the Pinnacles. Hawkins clalmed that 32,000 was only the
berinning; that federal park surveyors would visit Pinnacles
the following week to map ot trails. The first would be up
Condor lch to Hawking Peak and woald take in all the peaks
and scenic areas. There were to be sewen to ten mles af
trails, ineluding the caves. There was fo be pony guide
service established at the Bear Gulch end of the trail where
animals and guides would be available at all hours every day
af the week,

In Augist he anncuneed that an additiomal 500 had been
allotted to complete the restroom, and thet the btrail amcunt
had changed to $2,000, and was just the first installment of
510,000 for improvement of horse and pedestrian trails thet
wolld start after the mains began in the fall.

It sounded as if the Park Service was ready to spend
several thousands of dollars on the momment shere in the
past they had not teen concerned to advance any appropria-
tions in a park that was surrounded by private oenership.

Jamuary 5, 192, there was an event that, =zlthough

important o the administration of the Hational FPark
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Service, did not seem to particnlarly affect Plnnacles
Mtional Mormwent, Bt in the long ™an meant 2 great deal.
Stephen Mather resigned as Director of the Park Service, and
Horace Albright tock owver as the head of that Bureau.
Albright had always been an 21ly amd s:.u;:p::rter ef  the
Pinnacles. His appointment as Director no doubt had mch
influence in the many appropriations that were to come the
way of Finnacles in the next [ew years.

Then on Jamary 21, 1929, came the news that the coanty
of San Benito bad filed condemation proceedings against
four of the private land holdings that surrommded the
Pimnacles Metional Monument, for the purpose of purchasing
the land and in tern donatins the land to the federal
government to be included in the monument. The condemnation
ants were filed against the Copper Mountain Mining Company,
and the lands that had been horesteaded by Herman Hermensen,
Vigo Petersen and Alonzo Bourke. In gll, these lands werse
1,286.27 zeres, more or less. It was the finding of the
board of supervisors to e in the public interest and a
necessity, to acquire said land For purposes for a public
park. The board of supervisors consisted at that time of
Burnett, Carner, Turner, Priis and Chairman Etcheverrty. The
decision of the beard was unanimous and there were o super-
visors who wore aisant.

Precident Herbert Hoover sipned the third proclametion

in April of 1991 that ineluded 1,926.35 acres, donated by
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J3an Benito County, enlarging the park by Ovo-thirds, fo
4,906.61 acres. The suit against Copper Mountain Mining
Company #%as. Lo contimie for many years, hut with this new
additionzl lJand the park conld contime to moKe the mmoy
necessary improvements in the Bear Gulch area as planned.

"Camp Pinnacles" had not bEeen faring as well as its
backers had anticipated. Coffee at one time #ns being sued
for back wages by one of his employees. Wen the condesr
nation proceedings came along, they just abcut meant the end
for the enterprize.

Az part of the sale of the condemned land, the county
acquired, and turned over to the momument, all the posses-—
sions of '"Carp Pinnecles.” A1 of a sudden, the Patk
Service at Pinnacles found itself in the positicon of finding
a qualified concessiconzire for the Lodge and campgrqind.
Tney also found therselves with a great increase in land to
be adrinistered, hiildings to veprair, improvement of the
water supply and the almost non-efistent sanitary condi-
ticns, besides the nesd for bhuilding trails and roads in the

monarent .
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Chapter B

FERICE OF DEVELOPMENT

Beglnning inm 1923, work began on several different
projects at Fimmacles Maticonal Momoment, and would contirue
for as long as the funds held out—then malt—awsiting
additional funds to contimee the programs. This process
contimed until the first legislation creating public works
programs appeared in July of 1833, At this time Finnacles
fell ints a sharse of the money desimnated for imrovements
“o be mede in the national parks, mowwents and bDaticnal
forests as a measure to give work to the unemployved and to
stimilate the flattensd ecohdy.

Then in the first years of the Doosevelt administration,
beginning in 15833, there was 1oT® money pouring out of
Vashington than had ever been imagined possible for improve-
rents in naticnal conservation areas. The government had
done & complate about—face, and the noney was there for the
asking., 1t was during these years, from 1228 to toe late
1930's, that most of the road work, the toilding of stroce-
trres, trails and utilitarian facilities wers ingtituted at
the mymurent.

In the vears Tollowing this period of developrent, the
arpiiasis has been on muintenance ang renovation of those
existing facilities that had been insupurated during that
poeriod. The creftsmanship and hand labor that went oot only

iate creating structures, but into uilding the trails,
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cazld not be duplicated on Today's inflationary merket, nor
in an artmosphere of indifference. The somon trapedy of the
depression pulled the pecple of the nation together, and the
persondl trapedy of unerployment showed when & mED was given
a Job. The job became e syrbol of his seli-worth, and so

becamm: 3 labor of lowe.

Binnacles Trails

The first trail in Pinnacles Matiopal Morument was an
ancient Indian or Spanish trail that followed the Chalone
Credlz until it branched off with the west fork. The trail
then followed the west fork of the Chalone to a campground
at the bese of the "Ralisades,” contimied up over the caves,
and then returned to the creek bed on the west side of the
GDIANENT . After the Copper Mountaln Mining Company set
claim to this section of land containing the "Blisades,”
fenced it off, and then demanded a fee from aayone wishing
1 enter theit LHY acres, irate citizens who testified that
the trail had been used by the public for mny years claimed
thay shaxld heve a right—of-way owver this land as a public
thordizhfare. They proiested to the National Park Servics.

Cne who has never seen . the "Falisades," or Balconies
Canvon, can never aavision the tvpe of publie thoroughfare
the citirens were referring to. 30 the Ssrvice folt there
was nothing to be done since the trall was never doourented
as a road and was on private property.  Trall developrent

would heve to Do done in the eastern portion of the
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momirent, in Bear Gulch. The campsraind at the eastern end
af the Balconies becare known as "Old Pinnacles,” as new
developments in Bear Gulch secmed to refer to 2 new moml-
ment. The first trail toat was developed in the eastern
portion of the park was one that went up Bear Gulch on the
north side of the canyom, over ihe caves, with side trzils
e the upper and lo¥er cawes. The {rail then led through
the basin where the present reservoir is located to the
canyon 1ih the rear, or west end. It then drcpped dosm
through the canyon to end at the western approach road up
Shirttail Canyon. It is not known exactly when this trail
was built, tut it was prolably developed by the home-
steederzs. This is the only trail shownm on the diaprams that
acconpany ooth the 1923 and the 15924 Presidential Proclam-
tions that increased the size of the momuent. {The
governsent was discouraging travel to the Copper Mountain
Mining Company's holdings, so would pot have shown a trail
to Uld Pinnacles.)

This trail, or some form of it, may have et in exis-—
tence hefore Hermen Hermmensen, the first custodian, was
glver a 3600 appropriaztion for trail work in 1923, bt the
money was used to improve thé trail at least. Hermansen was
2ided in the trail improvement by ooe of his muides, Zotic
Marcott. It is oo this trail that Moses' Spring is found
and the discovery of Yoses' Spring has become a legend at

Pinnacles.
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A5 the sTory goes, the two men were working oo that
tr2ll ane very hot, dry day when they noticad sote damp
garth a little sbowe the trail. Marcott =2id, as he raised
his pick over his head, "Moses smote the rock and water came
forth. I'll smite this one!™ Then he dig his pick into the
damp sarth and water begnn to come forth., The two men mde
a catch ]:ﬂ.éin for the water, amdl Moses' Spring has ever
gince been sn oasis at the momment, where the climafe isg
ot and arid in the summer conths.

Stephen Mather, Director of the MNational Park Service,
visited the Dinnacles in 1924. He told the interested
promoters of the park of hig regret for the lack of funds
available to aid the rmoniment.

Trail work at the Bonecles did npot serzously begin
until after the wvisit of Assistant DMrector of the Fark
Service, Horace Albright, in 1%927. After AlDrignt's visit
came the word that moy improvements wers in store for the
Pinnacles. By this time thers was 2 pew custodian, W.I.
Hawkins.

A vear after Albright's visit, the Chief of the Engi-
necring Oivision, Frank A&, Hittredge, came Lo survey the
needs of the pomment. 'Ehé loeal newspaper in Hollister,

the Eveéning Free lance, reported that the engineer had been

taken on 2 three-heur horsebeck tour of the park bWy the
cugtodian, and talk began of seven to ten miles of trails

that were being planned for Pinnacles. An engineer from



Kittredee's office came that fall to stake ait the proposed
trail, at almost the sarme tine that Hawkins made 3 trip to
Washington with a film taken by Dr. E.C. Sheldon of
Hollister, which showsd the Bear Goleh Caves (upper, lover,
and niddle), the entire canyon trail, and the raite of the
seven mile trail over the highest pesks. The report stated
that seven men were already working oo that trail. Hewkins
proposed to show the film to Congress to obtain tore appro—
priations for the partk, and upon his return it was reported
that the trip was successful.

The trail that hajd teen steked by the first trail
enpineer, A.B. lewellen, (Assoclate Engimneer from the San
Francizsco office of the Mational Fark Serviece), was To sTart
up Condor Guleh in a northwesterly direction to the summit
of the rangs, then down the western slope to a spripg in the
salthwest corger of Section 34, and then clich in a wEneral
saltherly direction to the summit and descend to the old
trail in the northwest corner of Section 10.  From this
point the location was to be carried on the scuth side of
the Bear Gulch Canyon T the headjuarTers aread.

It was considered less eogtly to run the trail oo the
sxth s5ide of the canyon thu.ﬁ to improve the steep grade of
the old trail on the north side of the canvon. Besidez, the
new tirail was to be primarily a horse trail, =od this way
the horses would e separated from the podestriars on the

north canyon trail.
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It was considered necessary by that engineer to drop io
the spring in Section 34 becsnse 1t was the only water
soalree in the area. This reasoning waz later discaunted by
engineers whoe folleowed, mainly because the spring went dry
before the really hot weather arrived. The "loop" trail, as
it would be called, opted for followWing the saddles between
the ridpes, and althadpgh this trail would be mre costly to
miild because of tunnels and bridges reguired, it would be
shorter and rore scenic.

The High Peaks Trail was started then, in 1928, The
first sections were built in three parts, and began up
Condor Gulch to the summit, aroind the eastern side of
Hawkins Peak, and to the saddle near the Fingersl. These
sections were complete by the end of 1530. Comressors and
compressor orews were loaned from Such parks as Sequoia and
Tosemite anti) May of 1831, when Pinnacles purchased its own
compressor. Much tirme was lost when a borrowed cdmpressor
was used in moving tne eguipment in and oat, since they
were only able to use the machinery during the winter
months,  The next sections o the treil were started from
the Bear Culch end, and cut the tive regquired for the crew
t2 reach the work siie, The Ibridge at the Fingers gorge was
built in 1832, AL the mterial was carried to the site by
pack mles. The tunnel was oompleted in 1833, There
refmined only one-gquarter mile of trail to toe summit from

the tunnel to comleta, as the two crews, working toward
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each other, waild meet at the top. The five and one-half
mile trail waz cogplete in 1803, exrept for soe widening of
the trail betwesn the tunnel apd the sumit, &t Scoots®
PeeX. The High Feaks Trail wes finally conpleted in 1934.
A1l the work on this trail had been done by smll five to
SEVEN GRI CTEWS.

In Decarber of 1929, enginser Allison van V. Dunn turned
in the plans and recaopmendations Ior stairways and laadings
to bhe milt in the Dear Galch caves. The stairwey warld
connect the upper, middle and lower portions of the caves.
The middle portion had never been cpened to the public
before., This would make the caves part of the min Cave
Loop Trail, and would eliminate the side trips needed to
rvigw the caves, ‘This would also eliminate the necessity of
climbing ower the rocks, moking it safer for the visitors,
and elimnate the need for guides on ewvery excursion to the
caves. Tne work was started on the stairs in the caves In
1930. All meterial had to De carried to the site by horses
or miles, and all the work bhad to b2 by hand as the trail
was oo marrow for the passage of a compressor.  Concrets
was decided upon as the best medium for censtruction, and
the work alwavys had to pn-::-:eed from the bottonm upward,
section bWy Secilon, until the stairway and r=ailiogs in the
caves were completed in 1831, The trail past the caves to
the present dam site consisted mostly of stalirs oot in the

natural pock, and was conpleted shortly efterward. There
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rexained only the cave cut-off itrail 1o t_'ne camperoinds and
headquarters. The total cave loop trail was complete by the
May Day celebration of 1932, and had been the work of mostly
4 5ix man crew, due to Thne narroy confines of the area in
the caves.

late in 1433, Pinnacles received approval to house over
200 men with the Civilian Oooserwation Corps in Cam
Pinnacles, which was located at the presesnt Chalone Pienic
Arga. In 1934, the OOC buili the Chalone Trail, which led
frem the COC camp {present Chelone Picnic Area) to the High
Peaks Trail,

Wren, in cooperation with the California Divisicn of
Forestry in 1933, 1t wes decided to erect a lookout station
o top of Chalone Peak, the OO0 men milt the Chalone Peak
Trail, and then a treil oo to Scuth Chalone Peak.,

oy +rails were contemplated during this period. M.
Hawling nad alweys wanted a trall up Frog Canyon, but that
trail wes never mede. He also wanted a trall to conoect the
High Feaks Traill o the trail near the caves oo The west
gide, which never reterialized. He had plans for stairs in
the west side caves that would zo directly to the top of the
caves shortly after entering at the east end, but this plan
was held up after the councy obtaiged title to the Copper
Mountain Mining Company land and was slow in cranting an
gasement for the building of trails to the federal govern-

ment. Wheh the eassment was finally received in 1842, a
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trail wes bailt to the caves on the west side, apd the
cutaff trail ower the top of the caves was constructed
closer to the creght bed than the ancient trail had been.
The pirpose in the chaoge of the location of the trail was
to awid the bird sanctuary where ihe rare duck hawk, or
peregrine falecon, mede its nest. Tnen the oid trail which
led deeper into the area was cbliterated,

With the oatbreak of World War II, visitatiop at the
romimEnt drastically decreased. The COC was abmndoned and
the smll staff at the momument did not have time to be
concerned with the building of trails, nor was there 2 need
for additional trails.

After tine war, the citizens of Soledad, ever faithful
with their annuwasl Soledad picnie and their eries for im-
provemants on the west side of the momment, began to be
heard.

San Bemitn County mave the old Copper Moantain Mining
Company toldings to the Department of the Interior for
inclusiosn into the mmment in 1958, with a ninety-nine year
provicional lease deed. In 1965, &5 part of the long-
proposed developrents planned in Pinoacles™ portion of
Migsion '86, and with funds from the BAccelerated Tublic
#orks Program, the west side of the momment was devel-
oped. Rart of this develooment included the ilding of the

Balconies Trail over part of the existing road that led up
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10 The western enjrance to the caves. The roadway was then
obliterated and only a fooct trall now winds through the
beautiful camyon west of Machete Ridee.

Boar Gulch Tremil was conpleted in 1872, Thiz trail
climinated a danper to visitors, %ho for thirty years hed
had to walk up Bear (ulch via the road.

The latest trall at this writing at Finpacles Mational
Momwrent was ot eonstructed until 1975. The Juniper Canyon
Trail connects the west side with the High Peaks Trail., It
is curicus to note that this latest treil to be Duilt leads
past Cok Tree Spring-—ahich was the spring in the solthwest
corner of Section 34 that the firvst enginesr, Lewellen, nad
staked out to e included as part of the coriginal tmin looh

trail.

Buildings and Strugtures

In 1927 when word came that the Park Service was To
extend funds for the tilding of trails at Pinnacles
sational Momsent, it was alsc stated that two oildings
ware To te built from the funds. One wes to be a TRNgEr'S
cabin and the other a2 public cofort station.

The two hbuildings were  began in 1927, but wWers nrol
finished until late in 1923. In Allison wvan V. Lunn's
repoTt on the needs of the monument dated July 1, 183, he
referred to the incamplete stractures at the mrk. The rock
exterior walls were lI=ft to be finished on the comfort

station {Building 18 at the upper pariing lot), and the
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estimted cost to finish the project was F30 according to
Dunn. Tne money to finish the restroom bed come fron funds
in the Smthwestern Momments under the supervision of Mr.
Frank Hnpxley. The tale of how the funds wers acguired was
found in the Pinmacles file H-14. A letter was written to
Mr. Finokley on July 7, 1923, which read as follows:

Mr. Frarnk Pinkley,
Superintendent,
Southwestern Momments,
Coolidge, Arizona.

[ear dr, Ankley:

We hnawe just received 2 wvery urgent request
from  Custodian Hawkins of Plmnacles Iational
Morument for $200 from the 1928 Momument appro—
priation with which to complete a wery mich needed
canfort station at that mmomursnt. Both DHMrector
Mather and Assistant Director (Field)y Albright, sho
rezantly were at S Franelsco, promised to do
everyihing possible to obtain this monsy for aim.
Of the total appropriation of S35,000 for the
Frotection of Mrticonal Momuments for the fiscal year
1829 325,666 mas sllotted to you for Sootiwestem
Monuments. The remmining $9,324 has teen allotted
to waricus other momuments in wery =smll amounts.
It would be irpossible to reduce any of these allot-
ments since the wery mpimim of inDrovement and
protection cin be glven with the limted fuads
available,

We are wondering, in view of this aerzency,
whether you could not relesse 3500 of vour allotment
to belp aut Finnacles. If you can, please submit a
recaweldetion for a change in Qutline of Work
suowing what projects are to be reduced.

© Hlacerely vours,
(Zigned) AE. Temuray
Azgistant to the Director
Toe money for the completion of the Fanacles comfort
gtation was fortheaning, btat not without Mr. Pinkley adding

his taucn of sarcasm:
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Pipe Spring Mational Monurent
July 26, 1928

The Director,
Mational Park Service,
Washingten, D.C.

Cepr Mr. Director:

I have Service letter of July 7, 1228, fram
Mr. Demaray, resarding the transfer of 3500 from the
funds of the souttwestern moruments to the Finnacles
Mtionel Momument =o Mr, Hewkins can cocoplete 2 muach
needed comfort station.

I can spars 5300 just abolt as nicely as I
could gpare an arm or & leg. In the 17 momuments
under my charge we necd aboaut 30 comfort stations,
sope of which we hawve not yet been able to baild for
lack of funds and none of thote we have bullt have
o=t to exceed 325, elso becanse of lack of funds.
If we had 5500 lying aroind loose we would build a
stodian's residence witn it.

The only way to gt 30O cuy of my fundzs is to
g0 right in with a wrecking Y and pry it loose,
setting work back for another year. 1t isn't a case
of scalping & pundred neve and another thers; the
only possibie place to toke it is mt of the 1280-
Aenairs to Ruins and the only Jjob under 1280 which I
am willing to sacrifice and set my work bacK & ¥ear
iz art the Case Grands Mational Mormicent.

You rmay tnerefore transfer the 3500 which we
base allocted undar 1280-Repairs to Hiins, Caga
Grande letional omment, 49404 Protecticn of
Matipnal Momments, 1929, to DPirnnacles Mational
Hormument.

Cordially yoars,

Frank Finkley,

2upt. Sauthwestern sonuments

The rangar residence was started ad the same time as the

firgt comfort station. In Dunn's report of July 1, 1822, he
5tatal work ¥=t to e done on that ailding: The rock
exterior; front porch of concrete and wasonty: plumbing 1o
connect with water mins and septic tank, the building of a

septle tank and the paiating of the intericor walls--an esti-

mied cost o complete, according to Munn, of 51,989,
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The total cost of the original ‘mdlding according to park
records wes 54,080, The original butlding was a two room
cabin. Johin B. Wosky was the landscape architect who came
T the monurent from time to time to oversee the construc-
tion of these Wuildings and the rock misonry. Mitural stone
steps and a retaining wall in the rear were twilt when the
cabin was findshed. The gprage and & woodshed were Built in
1934 after which the driveway was widened and improved. The
residence garage ie Building #Z3. |

In Tecember of 1937 work wes underway which added ‘t'i’cr
Toas o the rear of the rosidence and put 2 new roof on the
huilding-—in additicn to other inside remcdeling.

Bullding #2, the Bapnger Besidence, as it 13 now known,
was agrin remodeled in 1957 when commercial electricity was
introdueed into the momment. At that time, the walls were
fiberbeard and the floors wers doaglas fir and lincleum.

In 12487, a2 propane furnace was installed with mnel-ray-
promng electric hot water heater, and the house was roofed
with cement shingles. The miilding was again ocopletely
renovated on the inmside ip 1978, which resulted in a three—
hedroon, wood-panel led home.

After the acquisition of the first lands in 1231 through
the condemuation groceedings instituted by San Benito
County, which they donated to the mpmiment, a Second confort
station was erected at the foot of the trail which led up

Condor Gulch. At this time, stone steps were Wilt leading
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up to both of the comfort stations. This is Mnown as
Bailding #17 {(the first coafort station is Bailding #18).
Tne two ildings were renebilitated and new fixtures in-
stalled in 1951, LHNew rolled paper rocfs were pui on the
huildings at this time. ComeErcial pover wiring was in-—
stalled in 1957, and in 1870, new comprsition roofs were
added. The total estimated original costs of each of the
ildings was $46,328.

The Hangzr Residence amd the two comfort stations are
thtee of the mildings at Pinnacles Hational Momument that
appear to qualify for Maticonal Heglster of Historic Places.

Yhen Pinnacles acquired the additionsl land in 1931,
they also acquired the Lodge that had been ilt by the Camp
Finnacles Company in 1923 and four smalier buildings that
had been used By the managers for storage and for living
qQuarters.

The lodee was situzted under the cak trees in the center
of the present parking lot, acrcss the creedt from the
Visitors' Center. ‘Thres of the smll baildimgs, or sheds
were eagt of the lodee, and the fourth was beyond the creek
near the site of the Visitors' Center. The Lodme was a
large square shaped b.lilding' with windows all around. The
kitcnen was on the east side, and double French type doors
faced the froni on the angrth side. There was a buge stone
firemlace on the south side of the Milding. The roof was

supported by a large pole in the center of the room. It is
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not kKnown whether the stone facing on the cutside of the
Lodge was part of the original Wiilding or was added after
the Park Service acguired the place, bt the stone veneer
went to the heichit of the windcws.

The Lodge was first operated as a concession of the
ronurent by Bell Hain and’ ¥arpgaret Heir for a short time.
Then, Mr=. ¥eir todk over the management oy herself. Mrs.
Welr continued as mpager of the Lodepe until 19386, drs.
Gene Prewett then was the concessionaire until 1537 when
Mrs., Hazel Jampes tock over the management. Mrs. Janes
stayed with the management of the Lodge throuch the bleak
World war II years, after which she sold her interest to
Mrs. Anderson. Mrs. Anderson did not stay at the Logee more
than a4 year or two. The lodge was last operated in 124H.
In the late 1840's the building was falling into =uch need
of repairs that it was difficult to get anyone interested in
taking over the job—and the povernment did not feel that it
wanted o invest any more rmeney in the place.  Even wshen
someole woeld come along who would be willing to spend the
mney necessary to restore the Wiildine, they were detorred
by the fact that thers was still no electricity at the
romreEnt. 5o the Park Serviée sold the buildings at bid in
19553 to neighboring rancher Art Seiti.

There were mny peocple who hated 1o see the old Lodge
gn! Thev admit that it wes not much of o Wildiag in the

latter years, hut it was a place 1o mthar in the evenings
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to just =it arcaund and telk. Waoy fond memories of the
Pinnacles Icdege are held by former park personnel and
isitors.

In 1832 when the news came to Pinnacles that they would
recaive 350,000 for & new road to be bailt up Beazr Gualeh,
ami that the project would ampley 200 men, the biggest
[roblem facing the new plans for develcpment was the lack of
hoising for those workmen. Housing had always been a pro-
blem even when the mmkers of workmen were five or sgven—
when the work on the trails was started. S0 before the men
could %2 hired to lmild the roed, it was decided to erect
ten wood frame cabins south of the Bear Guleh Creck alcong
the flat east of ithe Lodge where the concessionai.re had &
=eries of tent frame cibine used for tourists. Five of the
cabinz sere to be larger, 16 feet by 18 feet, and the
resaining five walld measure 12 feet by 18 feet. The larger
and smller cabins were separated Wy a comfort station. A
crew¥ of twenty carpenters and ten crrpenters’ helpers began
workk on the cabins in October of 1982, and the buildings
were finished in Jamary of 1233, The cabins that sat ina
row would house many of the men constructing the road, and
later they wauld he used as tourist cabins. The original
cost of the cabing was 3500 each. In 1837, the cabins had
showers and toilets installed by the Civilian Cojlservetion
Corps (GOCYy. It was at thatT time that the wuildiogs were

shifted on their foundations and 2 stone veneer was Luilt
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to the height of the wirdows to make the cablps more
architesturally plessing. The calias were remdeled sewveral
tires (1937, 193, 1857, and 1973), until they are now
mdern offices and residences that hardly bear any resem-
blance to the ariginal structures.

Blilding #4, Operations, later District Banper Office,
w2s formerly Building #1. Building #5, Comference Room, was
fomerly Building #2 (the Administrative Office). Ruilding
A6, the Superintendent's Office, bamn as Building #3 tut
was combined with Building #1, (one of the smll cakins) in
1957 to mke it the present size, and served as an efplovee
regidecce from 1937 to 1974, and as Admnistrative Office
frop 1974 1o 1979.. Building #7, employee residence, was
combinaed with ecahin #1% (formerly #8) in 1857 o make the
vresent three room residence, amd was formerly called
Building #4., Buildine #8 (formerly Bailding #9), an
aplovee residence was the last of the larger cabins and was
known in recent vears as the “Boys' Dorm,” until 197B when
it became the "Girls' Deormn.' Building #9 {formerly Buildiog
fryy in Mazy of 1974, was roved to the mointenance area on
Chalone Cres=lz, pat on a permnbent slah foundation, oguipped
with a2 rest room, in addition to other improvenents, and
became an office in the shop ares, Bodlding A0 (formerliy
Building #47 is the cabin that $its up on the hill and ia
the congessonaire devs was called the "Honeymaon Cabin.™

This cabin wis the "Grls" Dom" wntil 1975 when it becam
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the "Boys' Dorm.” Building #13 (formerly Building #10), the
Interpretive Lab or the "Mturalist's Sack," is the last of
tiae ten original cabins ballt in 1902 anpd =lthough the
ingide has been remodeled seweral times, it is the omly one
af the originsl ten cahing whose exterior remins tasically
unt@lched——it even retains the original casenment windows.
Faildings #'s 4, 5, 6 and 7 had concrete zlab froot porches
with a pipe framed cagwas roof. In 1977 when the tuildings
arquired new asbestos shingle roofs, frame porch roofs were
tailt and also covered with asbestos shingles.

Building #14 (farmerly #1583 was the last of the original
uildings arected in 18952 under the CWA program. It was the
restroom and shower room for the men working on the new
road. After the read was built, the tutldine was converted
into men's and wamen's restrooms, with entrances on the
nerth and east sides of the building for the {tourists that
staved in the cabins. After there was no longer 4 Colces-—
sicnaire, the Wuilding was converted in 1957 to a laundry
rom for employess on the east side of the bullding and &
storage room on the west side of the muilding. In 1878,
remadeling beman on Building 414 fo conwvert the former
comiort station into offices to faise the Chief BRanger,
Thiel of ¥intenance and sdministrative Officer, in addition
to providing space for a laundry room, 2 storage room, and
sterage for Building #7 residents. 4 Twelwve foot sguare

addition was added to the east side of the boilding; the
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rear of the addition would contaln the laundry and employee
storage, and the front would be the janitor storage. Then a
twalve by thirteen foot addition was constructed cn the west
side of the miilding which wou.lﬁ increase the office space.
4 four foot rcovered walkwazy was built the length of the
"new”" Building #14., This was quite an advancerent for a
uilding that was being considered for confiscation in 1954
for its Iumber becanse it was felt that it had served its
uszfulness,

The next building program to get under way at Finnacles
started when it was learned that the monument would be
selected as a site for a Civilian Conservation Corps carp
(O in 1933, Offisers from the Monterey Presidio came to
supervise the work of ten cerpenters, five helpers fram
Hollister, and OCC men who Duilt the camp on the Chalone
Creek, at the site later used a5 B park campgroinds. The
buildings that were erected almost overpight to accomodate
the expected 200 OO0 enrolless cansisted of @ four mrracks,
20" sach; a recreation/ress hall; executivwe officers quar—
ters, 103" by 20'; two lavatories amd a dryer, 42' by 20°;
and a gooler, 168" by 20°. These buildings have =1) heen
dizmntled. The camp later incladed a sachine shap (1838},
and an equipment shed and garage, BO' by 24' (1834). These
two Diildines ramin stardineg and are used btoday as part of
the Chalone Cresk maipntenance area, as Balldings 4300 and

FA0l. Two rermining buildings in the shop area, #300 and

153



#3068, were tuilt in 1937 in the Chelone Annex as powder and
cap mazines, and moved to the meintenance arez in 1877 to
bz used for feed storage and peint storage, respectively.
Building #302 in the meintenance aresa, used for years as a
paint storzge shed and at present Serving as & Tack room,
my have heen fram the old OOU camp. Finally, a prefabri-
cated metal storsge Willding for smnitation supplies, #aly,
was Bttt in 109665 at Chaparral as & generator tilding, and
was moved to Chalone mmintenance ared in 1975,

Cne of the first buildines erected by the CCC men at
Carp Minpacles was ab eguipment shed ip the Condor Gulch
area., then Mnown as the utility ares. This wilding #=$
erepted in 18934 apd wos Building #2001,  Inforbunately, this
ilding was destroyed Wy fire in 18353 by a cmreless
mplWee who, it wms suspected, was stealing property lefr
fran the former concessioner days. There were many of the
park records also stored in this squipment shed that becane
lost to future nistorians. That egquiprent shed was com-
pletely rock—faced, a2s are the o remripning buildings in
that area that were erected in the mid 1930's.

Buoilding #200, the fire cache, was erected in 1830 as
an oilhouse, canplete with gas pumps in front of the
tuilding, The original cost of the two roam, campletely
stone-faced btuilding was $1,000. In 18956 the pumps were
reroved and the miilding wired for electricity in 1271, The

milding has since been used av & FiTe cache.
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Building #202 in the Condor Guleh ares, used now for
storage, was originally a2 horse fAam biilt in 18986, and bad
three stalls, a feed room, and a corral behind the
building. The Wilding is alsc completely rock-faced. The
stone peson on these buildings was & Mr, McAdams.

The fire cache and the horse larn in the Condor Gulch
ares of Pinnacles Mational Momirent are two more examples of
rustic architecturs in the Western Reglon of the Mational
Park Service f{hat appesr €0 gualify for the MNetional
Register of Historic Flaces, and are proudly preserved Ly
the staff at the ronurent.

1835 szy the mildimg of a fire Iockout oo fop of
Chalone Peak, kailet by the O0C, alse completely stone-faced
and meEnned by the California Division of Forestry. [T was a
beautiful example af the Fark Services' mistic architeeture,
it unfortunately this blilding was destroved by fire in
1851, ‘The California Division of Forestry erecied a new,
tore modern, white framed structurs in 185¢. This three
story building iz Building #4402,

Pinnacles Mational ¥domment's Visitors' Cenfer, Building
¥, wag started in 1936 and was 95% cospleted by the end of
thal vear. The uilding was Ir::rigina.ll:,r called "Dwelling for

ficipgl Wisitors." Becanse of & feared siwortape of the
grey rock which was used for the venser on all the other
baildings, this building wes faced with cut green wolcoanic

rock Wnich seemed to be in abundance in the Chalone Creek
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area whers o truck trail wes being beilt. Tne Mmilding
consisted of two rooms with fireplaces and mths, The land-
scape architest, R,L. MeKown, explalngd that while the green
rock was a very bright color at the tims, he felt that with
weathering the color would tone doan and not be as notice-
ahle. On this account, dr. McoKown was mistaken, as the
grean @ilding is as attractive itcday as 1t was in the
beginning. Mr. McKoem was also the architect who ordered
the cabins {0 b moved on their foundations to be nore
pleaging in appeatange by fitting the topography of the hill
behind them.

Robert Qliver who worked at Pionacles in 1940 and 15941
ag & junior clerk-typist tells of one of the rare times when
the momrent was wvisited by an official from ¥Washinglon.
irno B. Camemrer, the Director of the tional Fark Service,
craced the smell mormument with & visit in 1940, Mr. Hawkins
was showing the lrector arcand the park and et last came to
the little green milding, sittiog there glisteniog in the
gun, of %hich Mr. Hawkins was very oroud. "And what is this
huilding® aesked Canmerer. "hiz is cur 'Dwelling for
Official Visitors'," was the reply from Mawkins. Cammerer
exploded; "'Dwelling for Official Visiwrs,' wio ever
approvad plans for sorething like thae? The men went
inside the 1iittle house, which at that time was zlready
teing partially used for an office, and dug out the plans

for the creen milding. There, scrawled ipn bigp letters
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under the heading "Approwed by," was the name "Arno B.
Carrerer.” Rt newvertheless Mr. Cammerer was not heppy with
the title of the wuilding, and from that time on, the
buiiding became the Headquarters, until in 1262 when
Operations was mowved to Bailding A4 and, in 1974 when
Administration was moved to Building #6. Oliver states that
tir. tawkinos used cone room of the btuilding, wshich Oliver
always referred to as the "boar's nest," and he and Bager
Walter Powell used the west side romm for their desks and
files.

In 19741978, the inside was refmodeled ard the porch
enclosed as a vestilaile with a single door, where previcisly
both yooms had goors entering off of the porch. The oo
rocms were pede into one larms room. AT this tinme the oreen
uilding became the Visitors' Center of the park. The
Visitors™ Center is a nominee for the Mational Hegister of
Historic Flaces.

The pit toilet on the High Peaks Trail iz Buildine #400
and was built in 1937 py a COC spike camp. The stone—faced
90 sguare foot structure originally cost 33,000,

Building #00 is another pit toilet built by the OCC on
top of Chalone Feak and is alseo stone vensered. The origi-
nal cost was $504.2%, Thisz structure and the fire tower ere
maintainad by the alifornia Department of Forestry under a

gpeciil use peruit.
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The one ramining pit toilet in the ronument iz the ane
of frame constriction located at the entrance station for a
cost of §50. The estimated date of construction is 1957,

Building #12 is the Superintendsnt’s Residence of which
the faundation and frame were started in 1941, It was
always believed that the S=cond World War and the shortage
af help and supplies were the reason that the building was
never odmpleted until 1949, The original plans called for
this tuilding to hewe a stone weneer but because of the
shortage of help, the 'pla_ns wore altered and the residence
ramgins 4 two—story wood frame hoss.

In an interview with Fobert Oliver, the former smoloyes
gave a somewhat different light €o the subject of the con-
struction of the Superiatendent's residence. Mr. Oliver is
of the gpinmion that Mr. Hawkins was not aggressive enough in
applying for the funds for the building. Oliver statsd that
the plans were ready and approved, Bt because Mr. Hewkins
did not press the mrtter, the Zfunds went to Yosemite
Mational Park, where Yosemite tuilt aanother of thelr meny
amloyee residences. So BEuilding 419 sat in a partial state
of construction until & more aggressive superintendent
misned for its completion in I1949.

Buildinr #20 is a woxished origlnally erected to hiouse &
pover-plant at the superintendeni's residence at the time of

that tuilding's completion.
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The coriginal cost of construction of the superin-
tendent's residence was 37,250,200,

Building #25, the 45 sgquare foot entrance station was
constricted in 1953 at Yosemite Mational Fark and mwved to
Pinnacles whers it was placed in the ares of the Lodes. The
cost of construction was $715.33. It was oripginally kEnown
as Building #600. Because of the shortage of emloyees at
Pinnacles, it was felt that the location on the edge of the
Lodge pariking lot would ceke it easier to mn. It was one
rortable foundation, and whet the decision was mede in 1957
to move it to the entrance road next to Chalone Creek, it
was put on a permanent foundaticn. The entrance station is
not equipped with & telephome, but nas a4 poriable radio.
Comrercial power was installed in 1973,

Drinr to this entrance station and the ¥Visitors' Ceater,
there was & smell frame tuilding that sat at the bottom of
the hill where the comfort statlon near the upper patkiog
lot is. This square tuilding nad windows all around znd was
located fo the west of the parding lot in a shady spot.
Tais mildiag served as a visitor information center in the
late 19830's. There &ar™ pictures In existence aof T0is
milding, it it is not km:mn when it was dismentled.

Building #2il, the water pUGp hoilge, was constructed of
concrete block on Thalone Creek in 1958 by contract, the

original gost being S7,325.35.
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The oomfort station at  Chalone Creds Canpgroand
(Building #3028} and the Chalone Annex comfort station
fP3l0), both 400 square feet, were miilt in 1961, and cost
F13,832.45 and $1.3,895.73 respectively. In 1977, #2300 was
the first buldines in Finoacles to be tenﬂde]:ed for handi-
capped access. The Chalone CUreek Camperound was converted
to a4 pienic aresa in 1979,

Following ¥orld Wer II, facilities in all the Xational
Farks were so badly mun downe and so insdequate o the
suddenly increazed visitation, that the then irector of the
Mational Park Service, Conrad L. Wirth, wWent to Coneress
with the whole sad story, and received appropriations for a
rejor 1O0-year program of reconstruction and construction.
Initiated in 1956, 1t was knovn asg "Mission 66.¢ The
Chalone Cre=k canppround and dnnex comfort Stations resulted
2% & part of Pinnacles' snare of Mission 66 funds.

It the most igportant Mission 66 development was on the
west side, at Chepartal. In the final year of the improve-—
rent program, 19266, the road was paved, and a sewer system
anl 2 water sSystem with 20,000-fallon storage tank wers
installed. A camperound and confort station (Bailding #518)
were built. A& trailer (RBullding #505) was tragsfered from
the 30il Conservation Service for use as a ralger siation/
residence, with a ramds (shade roof) over it and a garage
for the ranger vshicle (Building #5035, of shich more lzier).

A& sml) shed was bailt patiway up Juniper Canyon, o house a
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vanerator, but in 1874 it was judged that this little "power
house" was seen and heard fram the High Deaks Trail, and was
therefore intrusive. & new building {#521) was begun in '74
near the ranger trailer, and finished in '75; it it a main-
tenance shop and generator ilding carbined. When it was
pompleted, Building #5617 was moved out of Juniper Canyon, to
Chalone Cresk Malntenance Area.

In 1271, the garase at Chaparral (Building 4320) was
elevated to the status of a public contact station, althoegh
the mrage doors remined; 1t received a concrete floor,
Then in 1975 tie mrage doors were retved and peplaced with
a door having & Ej_l.idiﬁg window; the original counter was
replaced with a partition o form a district office; and a
new sign on the front anncunced, "Chaparral Ranger Station,"

45 the staff at Pinnacles increased =znd the cabins in
Eear Culeh bepan to W used for office maildings, living
gquarters for emplovees again becane a problem at the moma-—
rent. To solve this oroblem several mobile homes have teen
moved into the park. Bailding #2003, a 550-sgquare-foot 1962
Kit, was transierred from the Durean of Reclamation in 1B67,
and placed first in Condor Qulch, then in 19272, in Bear
Gulch between cabins F10 an;i #13. Finally in '78 it was
moved to the Chalone Creed Area near Building #3000, Also in
T8, a storage shed and overall rameda were added.

In Condor Guleh, Duilding #204, a domable—wide 1962 Kit,

was transferred from Bureaw of Beclamtion in 1865,
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Building #205, the other mobile hoee in Condor Galch, is &
1,320-sguare-foot [ehll Industries nroduct, purchased in
1872,

Building #2086 iz a 198 Skvliner mobile bame that was
transferred from Saguare Miticnal Momirent in 1977, and sits
in Bear Gulch on the fommer site of #203.

The latest nobile home addition at Pinnacles is Building
#5056 at Chaparral, a 1974 faufrmn and Broad that bouses the
Chaparra]l District Hanger {the serond ranger position on the

west side).

Other Structures

45 pne enters Pinnacles Maticnal Momment he is struck
by the mijestic scene of the Pinnacles as viewed from
between the "Green Hockzs," or the entrance pylons on oach
side of the road. The pylons were muilt as en Eversency
Conservation Work project in 1835, aut of the woleanic green
stone that has become a symool of the sprurent. The form
they take is the original design, which is of solid cut rock
with one pylon nuch taller than the other one. The comple-
tion of these pylons zetved a5 an atiractive mtif te the
entrance to the monurent. Construction of the entrapce road
gave 4 final grade between the pylons and diminished The
height of the stone work.

The dam that was started in 1934 was to form a2 Tecrea—
tional reservoir. By the end of that vear, men were

erployed in scaling the rock facing S0 that when the

202



concrete was poured in place there woald be the proper
acntact bebwen the aoncrete and the sdsting stone walls.
The dam was tuilt by a OO spike camp. Supplles were
brolght in on a service road fran the west side, upstream
from the dam. Air hammers were used in the preparaticon
work. The original dam was built £o A heipht of twenty-five
feet. It was then decided To add an additicnal ten feet to
the dam, but the final plans were approved to oxtend the dam
sixteen feet in height. ‘hen the concrete bridpge crossing
the top of the dam was built, 1t brougzat the dem to o height
z0 that it was practicable to huild a trail across the top
of the dam. Thic trail then became the start of the Chalone
Poa Trail. The old Chalone PFesk Trail had before this
started in the vicinity of the Hangsr's Residence. After
tne dam was heighitened, the old part of the trail was
obliterated, The dam was complated in 1907, Dut the rock
facing to the complete neipht of the dam was not completed
until 187E.

The "recreational” dam above the Bear Culch Caves never
quite fulfilled its orginal purpose. The water in the
reservoir pecame stagnant end produced a very aoffensive
odor. The water was let cut by perimpent overflow turough-—
alt the year =o that there was always water Tunning throigh
the caves, passing the six small conversion dars below. The
water algso served the utilitarian use of flushing the

tollets in the comfort stations. But the offensive odor
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probibited the use of the reservoir for recreational
DUTPOSes. It took moy studies Iy varicis engineers to
arrive at 2 means of controlling the stench one encountersd
when entering the caves.

A{ one time it was considered that the dam shculd be
destroyed, bringing the Msin in which it sat back to its
original state, becanse it served no useful purpose. But
now it has been decided the dam shculd be saved for its
esthetic value, and it is on the list of struetures at the
mourent nosinated to the Matienal Repister.

The Chalone Cresit Sridge was plamned in 1834, apd is one
of the finest exumples of the mistic architecture of the
Par% Serice in the momunent. The Wilding of the bﬁdge
facilitated a chaonel change in flow of Chalone Creek. This
nyt only =nablied the channel of the cresek to be improved to
rect the requirements of the new road, @it enabled the
rmterial taken frem the new chamnel t©o e placed on a
portion of the approved section of the Chalone Creek Toad,
serving as & portion of the grading material. The bridge
was & Fablic Works Administration (DWA) project and was
corpleted in 1236,

The question of WEE.thET‘—IfE.CEd stone in relaticon to the
percentage of guarcy stone came up. Te weather-faced
stones which were obtainable nsar the bridge site zre of two
varieties: those that have a smooth face and those which

have a rouch face. With both kinds of stone available, and
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considering that the quarried stones were of a rough-face
texture, it seemed advisable 1o select the rougn-faced
weathered stones to harmonize with the roagh gquarried
stones.

The plags were altered very slightly in _the mtter of
the coping line. The foreman, Mr. Boles, questicned the
necessity of Tequiring a slope on the top of each wall
abutment. The landscepe architect agreed with the foramn
and even preferred a f£lat coping line. This would also
reduce the working time required in cutting the slope. The
Chalone Creek Bridee is a beautiful example of the cut-Stone
masonry that was done during the developmental period of the
monment. Interviews with former CGOC men inform us that
while the stone for the bridge was cut by the OO0, Italian

stone resons actually laid it.

Roads

With the annoancemsnt in 1932 that Pinnacles was due oo
receive 356,000 under the Civil Works Administration (CWa)
for the construction of an entrance road that would lead up
Bmar CGulch, the mooument became a bastling scene of activi-
1y . The n=w road consisted of 1.16 miles of unsurfaced
roadway along a stesp hillside, the mjority being on & six
percent zrade, connecting at the lower end through 2,750

feet of old park road with the county road at the =ast park
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boundary, and tenminating at the Plonacles lodee. The work
was all done upder the supervision of the Braoch of
Engineering, San Francisco.

Prigr to 1924 very few visitors came to the nomument
thraugh Bear Qulch, the only access being 2 fool trﬁil along
the ¢general line of the letier road.

In 1924, approximiely one guarter mile of rcadway was
milt Yy hand labor by 2 few homesteaders who had acquired
cortain sections of land adjacent to the ronunent. The
roadway was some twelve feet wide ond began at the foot of
the hill one quarter mile north of the junctian of Chalone
Cree arvd Bear GQulch.

In 1925 San Senito Coanty appropridted 2 sum of oooey
and granted a coniract to the Granite Bock Company of
Watsomville o cooplete the construction of the ten to
twelve foot roadway from the end of the quarter mile section
campleted in 1924 4o the site of Finnacles lodee.

The mumber of visitors increased every yvear, mking it
imperative flwt a Wwider, safer rodd be huilt, eliminating
the narrod steep one-way control road. The funds for the
naw road came from the oployment relief meacure aof the
Hoowvar Administration. |

The proposed road woald begln at the intersection of the
county road at the easti boundary of the mooument, then
extend in 4 northewesterly direction slong the left gide of

thalone Cresk to & podnt near the foot of the old control
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road, then in & southerly direction, erossing Chalone Creek
—then along the hillside for one guarter of a mile; thep io
a wWesterly direction along the laft of Besr Gulch to the
foot of the trail system aboat 1,300 feet above Pinmacles
Lodpge. The prelimipary location was mde by Engineer Diehl
in 1901-1932; the paper loecation was made in the Brench of
Engineering Office in Cotober of 1332—the man in cherge of
the engineering party being Assistant Eppineer C.0. Hoberts.

The width of the new roadway measured twelwe feet in
epbemaent and twelve feet in excavetion. A minirum grade
of %ix percent was adopied--this grade was exceeded by 0.31
percent for 170 feet in one location. A minimin curve
radius of 200 ieet wac speciiied with the exception of the
halone Creex ourve orossing, which has a radivg of 190,78
feet--211 adjacent right and lefthand curves are separated
by Bt least 100 feet of tangent.

Inasfar as possible and practicable the location was o
made as to obtain a talance between the excavation end andg
emparkment. Special efiort was made to £il11 and obliterats
the old one way road where it followed the general line of
the new road location. The location mas also made to avoid
Trees with special precautioﬁs being taken during construc-
ticn to protect trees and smll growth peside the new
roadwary.

On October 20, 1932, a2 pround-breaking ceremony was held

undar the direction of the Charders of Commerce of Hollister
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and neighbaring towns, dedicating the project to the relief
of unemployment. The Iirst shovel of earth was turned by
ngtodian W.I. Hawkins. 4 larpe gathering of residents of
dan Denito county and adjoining countiss was present to heap
the mumber of ghest speskers there that day.

The ollister apnd neighboring Charbers of Cammerce were
respoltzible for the hiring of deserving men for the jobs.
With the exception of a few special men who vere aemployed
siz davs per wesk, the perlod of work-wedk wes three eight-
haur days. Working In two shifts, each shift worked an
average of one lundred ren for the first four months, then
gradually reducing to about forty when cloging the job early
in April 1933,

Geperally, all laborers were men with dependents, resi-
dents of nearly coammunities wno, with ocecasional weeding oot
of poor help, becare experienced and efficient construction
mzn. The wage scale for laborers was $35.12 per day, with
slightly higher tates up to $5.00 per day for specialized
labor. Sub-foremsn, mechanics and carpenters were paid
$5.60 per day, Furlogph deductlans were mide in all wages
exceeding $3.12 per day. All men cared for their own trans-
portation to and from the job. To perrit more efficient
handling of the corganization, all wages with the exceplion
of sub-foramen add rechanics were rexuced, Decesber 1, 1532,
to 53.12 par houar; this permitted _the transier of men Lo the

work for which they wers best fitted.

208



Eacn employee pmid a charge of twenty cents for each day
employved when guartersed in one of the ten cabins or The
twelve fent quarters. A labor camp supplied with water and
sanitary convenlences was provided near (halone Creek for
tha laborers preferring to camp.  Much of the nearby labor
came to the work dalily fram thelr homes.  ieals were pro-
vided for SL.00 per day or thirty-five cents each by the
operator of the lodgse, for those desiring them.

Srall tools used on the work ineloding camp eguipment
woere purchased for the job, whils the lareger equipmeat was
rented from Yosemite HNatiopal Fark (rental bpeing paid for
tha time operated). This larger gpuipment Iacluded:  two
t¥O-hamIer Air cdpreSscls; one ole—hammer 11T COmpressor;
one ane and one—half ton truck;, one fen H.P. and one thirty
H.P. tractor; twwelve tents with flies; air hammers; air
hose; blastiog tatteries; Two tolsts and shcop Tools; and all
repair oosts including labor and parts. Yosemite Netional
Park assigned a mechanic io the job and paid his wages for
such Time as aploved on eguiprent repair and maintenance.,

Abcut 3,000 feet of light track and 3/4 and l-yard dump
cars were icansd by the Facific Fortland Cement Corpany of
San Juan Bautista, while & fé!ﬂ mine cars were loaned by the
M Idria Gnicksilver Mining Company.

Besides the fiwve 16 3 18-foot and five 12 x 14-foot
cahins that were huilt to house the laborers, a supply and

aquiprent shed, o powder house and five 16 x 20-foot tent
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platfoms were set up. The Lodge kitenen was enlarged, food
storame space improved, and new cooposition roof was laid.
Water supply was extended to these structures to provide
firs protection, and sewer was extended so disposal was
provided for.  The tslepbone line was relocated to aat of
the way of construction.

A temporary portable trestle was used in meking the
twalva—-foot fill across Chalone Creek, the material being
dumperd  directly in place. This tesmporary trestle was
constructerd to carry the tralns over the creesk.

There were six 1B-inch aml one 24-inch corrugated
galvanized iron culverts installed. Concrete intekes were
constructed on  two of these, covered with cast iroo
arating. About 200 feet of four inch terra cotia drain tile
was placed along the toe of the slope, and the trench bmek-
filled with broken rock.

Thers were foor 100-foot test sections preparsd where
several types of curbs and guiters were constructed and the
Toad was paved. Variaas colors to conform to the rock and
roadway wers used on these sections—ithe color Deing puf on
after pouring and floated in. The two—inch bitumen penetra—
tiocn top witn a rock sacreening gurface was carried out on
the test sections in 1933. The Regional Engineer, Themas C.
Carpenter, was gquite upset to find that the foreman hed gone

ahead withaut approval and finished construction of all the
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test Sections, instead of one section at a time and waiting
until each gection could be tested.

Stone cpen wells were milt arcund a fow trees standing
in the toe of ertankments, and trees in danger of injury by
rock fron blasts and stane milt-in slopes were protected by
planiting, Planting with toyon berries and buckeyes was
carried oit on the osbankments, and watering of this
rlanting was from a spring.

After tne entrance road to Bear Gulch was campleted,
work began on finishing the section of road from the
entrance to Chalone Creek, and a soparate contract was let
for the paving of that ssction of road, as was also the case
when the road was fiaished from the lodge to the upper
parking lot, past the picnic area.

The road section to the Chalone Cnmpproand was started
late in 19283 and completsed shortly thersafter. This roed
was facilitated by the news that the monument was to be the
recipiant of ope of the (CC camps and the road wes bullt to
acooodate that canp, to be located on the site of the later
Cnalone Campgrognd (now Chalone Plonic Arem’,

A frack treil wes always cobliamplated by CQustodian
Hawkting to Old Pinnacles ffun the romd's end at the OO
camp. Mich work went into the preliminary mailding of tThis
truck trail, bat there Was always omch cpposition by the
landscape Architect Division to this truck roitas. Toe

Wildlife livision was also in opposition to this road
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because it would intrude on the nesting place of the rare
peregrine falcon. It was Hewkins' dream that eventually the
truck trail waild becare part of the cross—-morument road
that would conpect the east and west sides of the park via a
tunnel uander the Baleonies. This road was finally closed to
automrtive travel and converted to a pedestrian path, part
of the trail to the west side caves and Balconies.

Curing the milding of the dam above Bear Gulch Caves,
there was a tpick trail which led dowm the canyon west of
the lake, the same site as the treil constructed by the
homesteaders. tertals for the dam wer= brought up this
trall from toe road on the west side of the monument. When
the dam was completed, this service trail was obliterated
and closed to vraffic.

Ancther truck trall was ilt to the summit of Chalone
Peak wnan the lockont Tower was telng contructed in 1935,
am the tpail was restored to 1ts nataral state after the
tower was conpleted. For many vears the person menning the
Lockzost had to bave suppliess hanled to him by pack mules or
Lorses, bt the Park Service finally consented to let the
state of Califernia aild an unobtrusive truck trail tww the
tower for the purpose of mrfﬁing Fupplies Lo the Lookoot.

With the developrent of the roads within the monument by
the federal goveroment, the county of San Banlitoc and the
state irorowed the approach roads to Pinnacles. In 1834 and

1935, the bridge over Willow Creek and the new road up Beer
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Valley grade were improved and miilt, and raite 146 leading
to the momuneot was surfaced. The road from Hollister to
Coalinpa, Route 25, was mude a secondary state highway, the
diTline Hipghway.

In 1065, when the Fark Service expanded facilities to
include the west side, the county of Monterey and the state
improved the approach road from Soledad to Pipnacles. Fart
of the sxpansion plans called for drawing back the old raad
that led right up to the caves on the west side to the newly
bailt ranger station theve. A road was built and surfaced
from the western entrance, a turn-araind lookout was built,
and & parking lot at Chaparral BRanger Station and Canp—
grougd. The old road to the caves was obliterated and &
foot trail wuilt in the generzl location of the old road.
In 1967 the state inproved and surfaced the western raite

1486.

tilities - Telephoone

The first telephone line to Pilnnacles Mational Momment
was built in 1923 with funds fron the Mtional Park Service,
and was a Single line that ran mo the Ranger's Residencs.
After the arrivel of the OCC camp in 1932, a line was added
to that famy.  The lineg was relocated when the rwad up Bear
Culeh was oilt.

In 1938 the COC's miilt a new line approximetely fen
miles in length from Willow Creek to the moouwment. The

working plans called for using Fred Preweti’s ranch as the
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center point. FPoles were numbered from the romument to Fred
Prewett's, and from Willow Cregit to Fred DProwett's place.
With this pew line it was felt that telephone service o
Finnacles would preatly improve, bt thers was a stunbling
block in the way of this expectation.

The ares between Paicines and the Pingacles was serwed
by thres different privately osmed rural felephone Lines:
the Miiberry line, the Bear Valley lipe, and the William
Butts line. The iulberry lioe ran to Willow Creer and Henry
Melendy's, The Butts line served San Benito with a single
rrounded cable, apd circled arolnd to meet the Desr Valley
line along Route 25. So the nomnent was still dependeut
upon otner telephone conpanies, some of which had antiquated
equipment. Service was improved in 1240 when the Fnnagles
line #was completed, but the service between the sonusent and
Hollister, for instance, was so bad that it was some=tines
difficult w hear 2 message from a polnt that far away.

In 1548, Mre. (Carl (Bessie Hain) Qlsen, spokesworan for
the Bzar Valley Company, asked permaission for that company
to Join the Fark Service line, which would vesult in better
service for both parties.

In a reply to Mrs. Dlsen. by Superintendent Gibbs, dated
May 3, 1245, Gibbs stated:

Since veceiving your request I have taken the
trauble to g0 over the entire history of the Tark

Telephone line in cogperation with the Butts Tele-

phone Company and with the Bear Valley Telephone
Compaiyy ard the Mulberry Telephona Conpany.
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Arcarding to information in mr files, prier
to 19840 the Pare Service line was a grounded line
munping alone about the same raoie as it does now to
the Meiendy Hanch and then rumming easterly two the
San Benito Biver whers it connected with the
William Butts line. In 1843 the telephone Service
Was improved Yy constructing B metallic line to
conpect with the William Botis lpe at Willow Creek
pevond the old Kruse place. AL this time the Butis
Comany put in & metallic line from Willow Creek to
Hollister, From the Melendy Hanch the Buits Company
went to the upper San Benito with a grounded line
and the Bear Valley and Mulberry lines connected to
the Fark OService line by mezns of the Melendy
switching station ampd used the three miles of Park
line until it connected them with the Butts ling at
Willow Creek. In 1847 the Milberry line Pecon-
structed Lts line to the Melendy Ranch. This brings
the mekgroand up to the present and your reaquest.

Tae right of way renticned in your letier werse
granted to the poverarent for & consideration and
contain no clauses that would entitle property
owners o ocome on the line, It would also entail
more mintenagce expease 1o have another line pat
ot the 10 miles whieh the povernment now meintatins
citside the Park as every additiconel lazteral line
and phone is a source of tralble and must be inves—
tipated in trouble—shooting.

Thiz office is willing to cocDerate io inprove
the teleohone service and would reconmend approval
of yoir reguest providing the following conditions
can be met;

1. The Butts Telephons Company will install a
carrier system or an additional metallic
iine to Hollister to toke care of the
presant and any additional owverload.

2. The Eutts Telephone Conpany, the Mulberry
Telephone Company  and  the Bear  Valley
Taelephone Company Wwill unite to cperate
over the Park Service Line under one
perrnt, preferahly eranfted to the Batts
Corpany whicnh is the only Company operating
under the wipervision of the reilroad
commi ssion.

5. The Butts company under arrangement with
the Bear YValley and the Mulberry Conpanies
will mrintain the line fron where the Bear
Valley line ties on at the Ray Marcus



place, or the State Highway shadl if a phone
is needed there, to conpection with the
Butts line at Willow Creek.

I will be glad to mest with yoo and the William
Batts Comany to talk over the proposal and ircn cut
anything which my cone up in your meeting, in the
hope that we can all get together for the matual
inproverent of the telephone service.

{Signed} William Gibbeg
Superintendent

Botert E. Bryan and "Champ” Graham were the minagers of
the Butis Compmany in thoge dys. They were full-time
employess of Recific Telephone Cammny and tried to service
the tote]l Butts line. In Movember of 1949, Bryan wrote to
Gibbs telling of the Butts Company's plan to install an
antoratic switch at Melendy' automatic switch at Melendy's:

This system will be: (1) 1ess line on any

circuit in wse, mking better tramsmission; (23

Yells from one lipe will not interfere with ancther

line; {3} traible op cone line will not affect

another lin=s. lines will be able to talk %o one
anctiner withocuet tying up the min line to town.

t trouble contimied with the Butts line and investiga-
tigrs bYWy the California Public Thility Commission assured
everyone invwplved that service could oot be ieproved as long
a3 the present outdated line existed-—that the thirty-five
m.les hetsesn Planacles and Hollister was too great &
distance to be covered over iron wire and Poor equinment.

Eryen was not mking mmoey fran the line he was
mmaging, =z his plan was to sell the line as =oon as
possible.  The Facific Telephone Company wis approached to

tuy the line, bat they were not intercested.
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In May 1953, Box EBryan and Loren Bryan (distant coisins
to H.E. Brymn), tock over the mnagement of the Bitts Tele-
phone Company, and later tought the campany out. Hex Bryan
later tecams the sols owner. TFhome service at the Tk Wes
served by three toll phones after thiz changeover—three
gollars per mrk phone on the perk line.

In 1928, the William Butts Telephone Covpany changed
owir to a dial system, at which time Dnew lines were

installed. The comperny 1z now known z2s the Plonacles

.Telephﬂﬂe COMEELTLY «

In 1978, with the develcpnent af tiae mrivate carpgraands
matside the mnurent area by the Pinnacles Development
Compant, 4 new undergroand cable was laid toc the momment.
This new czble further improved the zervice to the moml-
rent.  The telephone serdice uo longer seamed at the mercy
of the first storm of the seaszon, as 1t had been in the

past.

Water Supply and Systaens

When allison wen V. Dunn, Assistant Enpinesr, made his
Beport on the needs of ithe Fnnacles oo July 1, 1229, he
included a very thorough study of the water situation of the
monerent. He referred to the spring that supplied the Head-
quarters area at that time, and to the unsanitary condition
of the surface well and dry sewage system belng employed by
the coneeszionaire, Dunn felt that the highest priority of

the momurent should be the water supply and the sewage
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disposal for the new addibional lands the momument would be
acuiring. He also felt that there should be no division
between the old system and the new acguired lands.

Inder "Water Supply Dewslooment” Dann listed:

{1} Springs, which are shown on the map, and were
found to have the following aprroximte discharges
on June 24, 1929;

Present hemdguarters supply T20 pnl. per day
Moses Spring 448 v " n
& lew quality spring in draw to north 720 0 weon
Springs issuing from caves west of

headquarters 5760 " " "
sarcott's Spring 15000 ¢ " "

Maroott's spring woilld require punping thrae
miles, and only the first two of the other four
are relatively smfie fTom contaminaticn.

{2y Burface wells similar o the one in use in the
Concession Camp, Dit located above the camp
siteg, This has twe cbjections:

a. Anv surface supply is in damger of contarina-—
tion 23 the attendence grows at the nomument.

b, Moving up stream will reduce the quantity of
avallable water.

(3y Wells ower A00 fest deep similar to thoss in use
by the ranches in the walley. Local oplolon seems
to be that thers iz such 2 possibility under
Thalone Creek, protected from contarination by
impervious layers of clay above.

Attendance at the monurent in 1928 wes &
little ower 13,000. Fram its own growth daring
the past five vears, and that in the other parks
and romuments, it seens sfe to estirerte that this
will be doubled in five ¥esys and four fines as
great in ten vears., Ag the maimumn dally atten—
dince in 1923 wns SO0, it should reach 1,000 in
five years, and 2,000 in ten.

Usineg data from the estimted water consump-
tion for Glaciar Boint in Yosemite #rk {(see
report. on Glacier Folot weter Sapply, Bmary
1926), the following eStimted consusption 1s
obtained:
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10,000 epllons per day in 1935
20,000 mllons per day in 1240

&= the sumers are warmer io the Plnracles than at
Toserite, these may be low fipures, Wt it sopuld also
e considered thaet the mrximuim attendance at  the
Pinnacles is in the spring and fall, and that the wesk-
eind peaks are followed by & mid-wesk of inaccivity.

Recommended Water Supply

It iz elear that the spring supply will becane
inadequate in a2 little over five years evenr though it
is 211 used. It would require a wvery fipne control
system to prevent the use of poor zrade water for
drinking, woild be ill adapted to fire protection, and
woald cost approxdmately $15,000.00,

Any surface well system would ultimetely result in
conditions similar to those in the Concession Camp
Supply. It can be disresarded for this reason.

Ieep wgllig are the only lomical soluticn. As
there is no accurate informetion on the water bearing
strata under the vicinity, test borings should e mde
at once., Chelone Creek has & large drainage area and
it is recowended that the ftests be started at its
Junction with Bear Gulch,

Toe importance of %he study #1111 Justify ample
fungs. It is sugpested that 35,000.00 be allotted to
this work to allow for unforseen depth or the necessity
of trving a second test boring.

Termorary Supply for Concession Camp

A5 1t -will take approximtely a year to find and
cogstruct  the water system, and the pressal supply
shoyld be condemmed at onece, it wiil be necessary o
eupply drickiog water thwough & tenporary line frocnm the
present headguarters supply. It is recomrended that:

{1y A temporary line of 3/4" palvanized iron or 2
pipe be laid on the surfece of the ground from the
mein in The headquarters unit to the restaurant.
*The connection in the rescaurant sionld be used
for DEINKING OHLY.

(27 “ne or two drinking foantains be installed on this
line in the Concession Camp area.
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{3y A Z-foot dum e ilt at the old Cave Spring
intake and a temporary 2" 0.0, pipe be leid on the
surface of the ground to =upply water for the
headjuarters comfort station. The 2-foot dap will
afford sufficient storage for normmel toilet use.
the restaurant.

The 2" O.D. pipe is offersd a= an alternate in
item 1 berause it i3 possible to otiain in Hollister at
leggs than the estimeted price of the s=mrller
malvanized.

Cost of Terporary Installation

(1) 1300 feet of 2" Q.0. pipe in place - $500.00
(2y 2 drioking fountains in place - 75.00
(31 A .2-foot diversion dam <of concrete

at C=ve Spring — 25.00
(4y 1400 feet 2" 0.D. pipe ig place to

aomfort station - 250400

Total 21150.00
Sowage Tgoosal

The Conesssion Camp is equinped with dry toilets
and insanitary th hooses, which shoald be replaced by
mxlern comfort stations simlar to the one in the head-
quarters unit. 43 the purchase of the camp included
all equipment in the inventory, aml it is impromable
that it will be talen ower O & new cobeessicnaire who
ealld mie the necessary loprovements, it is recor—
mended  that the corfort stations include showers for
the oublic use.

Fran the nature of the proposed water supply, it
will e desirable to carry the Septic tank effluent to
2 point well belew the junction of Chalone Creek and
Benyr nleh {The advisability of refoving all prisate
haki tations from the water shed abhowe should be remen—
ered ). The following teble gives the reconmmended
SEWer gystem and ifs approximmte cogt:

{1y 1-1/2 miles B" sewer mnin below carp % 8,000,00
2y 1700 feet &' sewer mRin between
septic mank in headguarters and

8" mrin in camp ground 1,300,00
(31 Septic tank for Concession Camp 4, 000.00
{4y Z comfort stations similar to

one in headoquarters unit bt

with 1/2 devoted to showers 3,000,000
(3) Proper drainage facilities

at oautlet of B gpin 1,000,040
{58y Incidentals 1,500,00

TUTAL (18T OF BEWER SYSTEM 318 ,000.00
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Fatatah

Fire Protection

The Fomacles Mationel Momument is in a locality
which is subject to high fire harmrds duting the summer
recnths. s the area grows, it becomes locreasingly
important that there b2 adequate roads and trails to
facilitate the traomsportation of fire equipment. These
will be discussed at greater length later.

The old water system 15 ipadequate for fire pro—
tectian, bothk in the headquarters unit and in the
Coneession Camp. It is recammended that the ney water
system include a 250,000 pallon, concrete storage tank
turied sufficiently hnipgh above the mildings on the
molntain side. Such an underground reservair would
alsc keep the drinking water much ecocler than the
present steel tanks o . . .

Wnile Dunao's report was very thorough and one could see
the rareful study mide in the premaretion of the paper, it
was received with & little misgiving in the office of the
Chief Enrdneer.

Engineer Arthur W. Hurpsy sSent & Iemorardum  to
Kittredme dated July 10, 192% in which he stated that he
thought Dunn's estimate of the cost of consiruction was much
too high for a momunment as smll as the Finmacles. bBurney
also went on to guestion:

I am alsc wondeTing just how Mr. Homon will
react to Mr. unn's peport on the sanitary and
water conditicnms in the romument, and there 15 a
posgibility that he ey think we are not oooper-
ating wvery well in reporting on these two itens
which are usually handled by his department. ne
oopy of this report has already been sent to Mr.
Hawkifns, tut 1 hesitate to send ocut tThe others
until ¥ou have reviewed them. Mr. Hommon 1s
expectesd ock in a day or two and I might show him
a copy of this report, explain the situation and
agk him to review it and comment.

If you believe the reoort to be satisfactory,
vou can miil these tho coples, otherwise advise us
ang we will mike such chahges as you Suggest.

(Signed) AW, Burney
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The Mr. Hommn referred to was Hirry B, Hosvon, Rublics
Fealth Service Sainitary Engineer assigned to the Frk
Service for twenty yo=ars.

Upon bis return, M. Hommon replied to Burnsy io a
camlnication dated July 24 that he had reviewed the repori,
ut e felt that e could not meke any coomenit on the metter
ac he hid pot reviewed the new additicp. He felt thai he
could pnot approve or disapprove 1f, hWut there were Some
things he gquesticned:

. Tne report calls for 1-1 1/4 miles of
B-inch pipe for sewer line and yet it is estimated
that only 25,000 ml. of water will be required for
all purposes. The grade mast be awfully fiat to
require an S-inch pipe. likewige, there is an
estinpte of $4,000 for a septic tank, and the
volume of seaare will, according to estimate, be
less than 25,000 mllons. 41%0, it is guestionable
whether shower Mths should e provided by the Gov—
ernkent. nly & wery few of the parks furpish
showers; and further, 1 don't see how a 250,000
rallon storage tand oan e Justified while so few
of the weter supplies in the parks have storage
of any account. There are Gther items, like Sug-
mesting that 'habitation above the site proposed
for the well be removed irom its water shed,' which
shows a lack of fandlierity with the subject of
protection of water supplies.

3incerely,
{Signed}
H.B. Hommon, Sanitary Encineer
In a letter to Hawkinsg from Homon dated aApril 19,
1930, Harmon stated that he believed the development of the
sprifng adiacent to the caves wolld supply encugh drinking
water for the headguarters unit and for the Concession camg,

ahd the water in the caves could be ugsed for the cosfort

station amnl the one soon to be milt. He f=lt that two
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anll stesl storage tanks should e suificient for storing
the drinking water. He also rmentioned thet estimtes had
een preparad for developing altomohile camperdlnds oo
Chalone Craek and putting in 2 well to serve the facilities,
and for sowage and disposal for that ares,

3o Dunn's advice was not foliowed, It is interesting
to note that Dann’s 1829 report an "The %Weeds of Plonacles
Fatiomal Momurent,” had teen held in Kittredge's office
awalting cowent fran Hommon, and had been forgotten. Early
in 1231 the Difsctor, Horace Albright, sent a memwrandum to
Kittredms asking ooy he had never received the report.
Kittredys sent an apology to the Director along with the
belated meport.

IT iz also interesiing to note that Dunn went on to
become & hydraulic enginesr, and still later to Decome the
Chief of Water Division.

By 1335 a report from the Branch of Engineering stated
that there was & storage dam 1n the Dear GQuich area
impoundiag 7.32 acre feet of creek Wmter using a diversion
damand 2 1 1/2 inch main to supply water for s@anitary needs
of headquarters area.

4 gpring tribotary to .Eeaar uleh Creekx supplied the
dorestic needs of the Rnger Besidence, campground, lodge
apd cahins threagh 3/4 inch supply lines amd two 5,000
gallon storage tanks, a 1 1/2 inch mmin, and 3/4 inch

lateral. This also served fire protection. At the OCC
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camp, there was a well adjecent to Chalone Creek with a
msoline driven purp and two 5,000 prllon storage tanks,
distributing lines, a 1 1/2 meip and 3/4 inch laterals, At
the Old Pinpacles there wes 2 spripg with two 50 gallon
barrels oy, locaited at the spring. There also existed a
150-foot 3/4 inch llne, from Moses' Spring. They planned to
develcp & spring on the Chalone Creek and Marcott Spring,
the latter still being on private property.

¥hen the plans for the dam located above the caves in
Bear Qulch were made in 1835, it was thought that this would
solvwe most of the prablems of water supply to the momi-
ment. The Mational Park Service through Pignacles sational
Momment mede a reguest foy permits for the appropriation of
water to the state of Califormia in 1937, The first was 0
divert for use in the Beer Gulch, and the other for the use
of the underpgrovnd flow of Chalone Creesk. The plan in Bear
fulch mlled for not only the fdam at the reservoir, Dt for
five other diversion dans below ift. The potable water would
come Irom the second spring, a5 it had befores, Wit there
would e a 2-inen line nmning from the larges dam for
sanitary use and fire protection.

There wes some talk at this time of putting a2 dam and
reservoir in the canvon beiow Mercoti's spring——this was in
1937. The progjects wers suppesed to be {imished, according
to the permits, by 1841. The work however carried on for

some time after that.
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A5 wol can see, by 1940, Mnonacles had become a mze of
pipes under the surface of the cround. EBEach eabin had three
zets of pipes minning to Lt.  In addition there wes the 4
inail fire mein and the hydrants aitside of the cabins.

The mmument had an oetion to Wy the Marcott property
and the opportunity came abaut in 1938. This land was long
coveted by the custodian for the Maroott's Spring water
scMree.  Money had been appropriated for the purchase of
land it lassen it the ==ller had mised the price bw
$2,000, s the $6,000 in the appropriztion wons used to
porchase The Marcooatt lamd. (In 1933, the pame of ¥arcott's
Spring was changed To Willow Springs). Water was then piped
fran that spring to the JOC area. t wes alse planned to
use this water supply for the Uld Finnacles camperounds
BT

In ¥y of 1842, G.E. lavezzola, Chief Enginesring
Draftsmn, spoke of fthe water system in the headouarters
arTea:

v - . A survey of the cld wALer sSYStems Was
gtartad, loation of the connections to the new
Systeme and  fthe oontrolling plue walvez were
lacated. The feader pipes (cresk, sporing and ot
watery) entering the cabing were located and the
Arious pipes were ldentified through control of
witer from the entrance wlves. 4 hose bib was
found on the creek line at each cakin. These
mlves and hoge Wbs wers in nearly every case
rartially rusted due to being covered with dirt and
tebris.

It was Sugmestel to the mistodian and park
ranger that wveElve boxes b2 constructed arcand all
valves ang that the warioos pipe lines e suitably

rmrked by warious colors of mint or properly
mirkex retal taps fastened to The pipes.
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it got any betier.

tor fraw Acting Director Preston P. Patraw on Septarber 11,

43 no actual survey of original distribution
system in the cabin area exsts, 1t was suggested
that some effort be made to locate these and place
rarked stakes over the connections until! such time
as a surveY could be mads.

It w5 realized that this is no small task and
necessitates considerable time, but 1if a2 amll
portion is done at pericdic iotervals, the location
of the entire system would be known. In view of
the rather complicated water systam for the entire
hendquarters aresz, this informmtion wauld be very
valuable o . . .

The water =upply system at Pinmeles got worse before

1945, this water picture wes presented:

« . the project construction program as it
related To water systems, which stands as follows on

March 28, 1946.

In o memorandom for the Begionel Direc-

Index
Priority Mo Project Loration
1 -2 Pipe line Willow Spring Bear Gulch  §37,700
to Bear Gulch
7 - Yater line Juniper Camvon West Side 200
il -1  Water line iodge to
utility aren Ttility aren 1,500
24 0-3 Water Supply Wwest Side Uld Finnacles 17,300
Abeyance  U-13 Facing Bear lch Lam EBear Qulch

¥e return a photostat of the drawing on which
Mr, Dinn hag worked out 2 msic hydranlic snpalysis
to show that construgtion of a nore extensive water
supply system 15 needed to meke Iull use of the
water and provide proper fire protection of 250 ppm
at 40-1b. pressure for all other develcoments
covered by the mrsiter plan as a whole. The
analysis also indicAates that with an efficient
water system from Willow Spring, some units of the
exdsting water sysStems will nesd enlargement, and
that some endsting and proposed units iawolving
other sorrces of supply should be abamdonsd for
accnomice or hydraulic reasons.

Cn the basiz of the existing owver-all master
Plan, we recommend that you consider the following
construction program. All twelve items shoeld be
listed with appropriate priorities and estinntes,
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{a) Place 50,000 gallon reservoir on hill
above Chalone Creck bridge at approximte station
B7+34 and spproximate elevation 1213, install
ooliecting sump at Willow Spring just largs encugh
for proper diversion, move pump of 70 gpn capacity,
from Willow Sprinz to site of 50,000 pallon
raservolr, and install 4 inch pipe from Willow
Spring to 50,000 gllon reservcir znd thenge
thraizh purp to 20,000 gallon reservolr at Bear
Gulch.

fh) Install second 20,000 pallon reservoir at
Bear Gulch distribution point to give total storage
of 40,000 gallons, prigrity dependent on rate of
inereased water demmnd. .

fey  Install 6 inch distribotion system from
.reservyoir at station 27+50 and remove existing wood
stave tamks, or abandon and rewove  this whole
divwarsion System. {e—to COC camp and remove or
ammdcn 2 inch line).

(¢} Either extend pipe fran OCC well and purp
to 30,000 mllon reservelr at  statiom 97450
{abowe).

{3 Change all, or at least the upper patt,
of Bear Gulch distritution system from 2 inch to 3
inch cipe. The 2 inch pipe will deliver encagh
water in a day, but woulld not deliver encugh of
that water at hours of pesk demaipnd when daily water
denand of 33,000 gpd is reached,

{f) Yater line to utility Area. This
proposal  should also indicats that DBear (ulch
Diversion 3 at spring in Condor CGulch will be
ampdoned if it has not been abandoned =lready, so
water right Fermdti S047 can be amended.

{g) HMoses Sgring, Diversicn Mo. 5, has been
panceled., Thevefore, the proposal should also be
rermpved from the master plan so that water right
Permit FHo. 3047 can be amended. The correspondence
also indicates that the spring at the upper end of
Bear Culch Impoundinge Reservoir, Diversicon 4, has
teen developed. The muster plan should show a pipe
to place of use, if there iz ons, or that it
dizcharces into the impounding reservoir if there
iz no pipe.

{h) Replace 4 inch fire main from Bear (ulch
rediversion dam with 8 inch muin to wovide 250
zallons per mimte cipaciiy and average pressure of
45 pounds at hydrants. (Upper Banger's Resldence
on TEp indicates that it is too high on system for
adequate protection with present 4 inch line and
will he poorly protected with 6 inch line. The
site should W ebpndopned when the Duilding has
gerved 1ts uselal life.)

]
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{1y TFacing Bear Gulch [am. This should be
reimsiated if facing is needed, ewen thaugh
priority is very low at this time.

{33 Water line-Tuniper Canvor. This is
probably all right, ut iz it justified for even
the pericd until U-24 can be completed?

kY Heplace Willew Spring collecting sump (to
e uilt under (a)) with 25,000 gmllon pump sump,
install 30 g pamp uwnit, comstrict 20,000 pallon
distribation reservoir &t approximaie elevation
1,420 in (1d Finnecles, install approxdmtely 3,000
feer of 6 inch digtriution mein. (Before this
project is undertsken Lt may be desirable to change
to 40,000 mllon reservolr and pume Sanm, 70 gm
aump unit, and 4 inch pump line if  Momament
attendence should increase beyand present
anticimtion.)

f13 Flectric control of prTe walve oo dam
above cave in Bear Guleh, Dhiversion Mo. L. This
gltline iavolves 12 projects with considerable
cost. ¥e are opposed to lowering siandards to
reduce that oost, such ags providing fire system
capacities of only 157 gpm #when the code calls for
250 spm. Instead, we wonder if the plans do not
ook call for mre scattered development at high
elevations ramte f£rom ¥Willow  Spring, with
resulting excessive costs of  installation and
ooaration.  In Tevising the water systam constric—
tion program please pive full consideretion o the
other phases of the mster plen and adjust both
accordingly. For instance, it might be desiravle
to eliminate ooy access o the Momument from
Soledad and to Himit all developments in the Uld
Pinnarles ares to those azecessible only by trall
fram the high peaks or up Chalons Creek so that the
Juniper Capvon witer oystem {j) would wuffice.
Alsn, other things heimg eguazl, there would bBe a
great maving if the uwtility ares, cacpyraind,
erplovess’ residences, and pguest ocottages wWere
relocated on a gravity water svstem alang Chalone
Creak, leaving only a lunchroom and pienic area in
Bear Culan. ;

It is evident that the fire contieol wwlue of
the impounded water at Diversion #1 in Bear (alch
is neglipivle as lang as & mn must climb up
thraigh the cave and open the valwve mrmually and
then walt for the released water to flow through
the cave to the vediversion dun or distribrticon.
Hven an elsctrical control has only limited walua
if the generator unit does not run continuously.
We have listed project (1) with the idesa that you
wili expand it to provide the best fire protection.
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By 1947, the impounded water in the first diversion
dam, nt the ressevoir, was becoming a redl problem because
of the algie and the terrific smell thet it produced. Dumn
strongly tecowended that the Publie Health Department be
requested to study the metter. He was beginning to doubt if
the problem could be treated chemicelly now. Dunn, tieEn
Chief of Water Division, mide the camett:

From the reports I received from Mr. Giwens,
while he was custodian, I thiok he would have done
his share toward correcting the situaticon. I am
also comovinesd that Mr. Gibbs will do the same.
However, I wish to add oy plea for action at Budget
Buresn level. If we are going to maiptain the
Monument, we Dave got to stop frittering with the
trickle of water at Bear Gulch before we congider
any other imbroverenis. This =situaticn is a
disgrace to the Service.

The Piblic Health Service made an inspection in August
of 1947 and recchended the use of copper sulphate almecide
for the of fensive pond——if this Jd not worlt—-the reservolr
should be drained at the beginning of the wel =egscn, so
that theres waald be no influx of water.

in Febrnmry of 1843 thers was a memo for the Director
from Acting Assistant Director, Oliver G. Taylor, the Chief
Enpgineer, who recommended:

With other awvailable water we believe that the
reservair is  too inefficient to consider for
permanent sanitary and fire protection puarposes.
It also ceases to serve as an attractive, artlfi-
cial lake unless the algae and other couses of odor
man be controlled W treatment with copper sulfate
and activated charcoel. Furthermore, we are al#ays
anxiois to be freed from the dual water systems for
safety rDEAsOOS. It does permit us to embool
floods and prolong fiow through the cawve, thus
meking the trail ssrricesbls at seasons when it was
Tormerly impassable.
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e suggest, therefore, that this reservolr be
conzsidered as only a flood control structure, to be
drained lste each summer. It will then be neces-
gary to movide sufficient cowered storape and punp
capacity from Willow 3peing to satisfy the sanitary
and fire mrotectlion needs, as well as for domestic
uses of the Bear (ulch 4Ares when 1t later is
developed to accammdate the number of visitors and
amplovees which you think the restricted area can
stand . . . -

Qustredian Gibbs suggested to Regional Encinesr H.L.
Crowley in Murch of 1848 that it might be wise to keep the 4
inch line, so that in case of emergency, the water fran Bear
GuWlch might be turned beck intce the new water system fram
Willow Spring—tmt the answer fron Crowley was that the
water should not he turned into the new =ysten once the
pipes had been cleaned and the new water had entered them.

. Crowley had agreed with CGibbs' cther suggestions es to the
placement of pipes and pumps, ot wetoed the mixding of the
two wateTs under apy clroumstances.

In 1832 there was a memo seat to the DMrector fram J.L.
Crowley, who was then Acting Regdonal Director, in which
Crowley stated:

4 check of Ehe Architectural Building HOeports
File reveals the Gowvernment has invested only abaut
S22,000 for all of the stmictures presently located
in Bear Cunlch and Condor Galeh. The present-—day
replacement costs are estimated ot §00,000. How-
ever, thig figure iz not an indication of the
present wmlue of the structures. In accordance
with yvour recomendaition, this office will forward
a supplemental proposal for the hisgh pressure
gystem with a 100,000 m=Ilon reinforced concrete
reservolr and 6 inch distribation lines. We do not
feel ™o estirntes are necessary for this proposal,
23 the work as contemplated under Proposal U-2-2 or
subsequent o its completion will not wary materi-

. ally, berause the nes reservolr and the © inch
distribution system will be regquired ooy this
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proposal regardless of when it is Wuilt. The only
item that is sffected will be the pump rajuired.

Admi ttedly, we mast furnish a potable and safe
witer supply, even if the oot is  excessive
{S39,800), in this smll arean. However there is a
definite question in o minds whetier we are
Justified in the expenditwure of the 2,00 for fire
protection. [hless considerable more investrent is
mde either by the Govermment or the concessioner,
we are inclined to beliewe the fire protection
should be rehabpilitated and relied upon to take
care of this need.

I have recammended the construction of a
new reservoir and distribution line as sugpested in
FCP U-i7 prepered by Mr. Peterson, as the present
4 inch system is not cast iron and is already
developing leaks. We can also elimipate tos
sresent dual system which i3 uonsatisfactory from a
sanitary and an cperating view.

Tais #ill not however solve the water problem
at Pinnacles. We =till must plan for protection of
the future developments proposed for Chalone Creek
Carpr Groands, Hploves Residence section in Chalone
Creek, and water for developments propoged for the

¥est side. We my still find That we st punp
. Willow Spring water to the West side of the 0id
Finnacles arez. In nmy opinion these water develop-
rent uwses should be planned before we abindon the
existing Bear Oalch Fire Protection System which at
presant can throw 2 streams of water from the 1 1/2
inch hydrants for an unlimived time, wsing the
ter in the Bear (lch Reservoir. The one man or
wo mn fire erew could znet handle a 2 172 ipen
hose under bhigh pressdre.

such of this feeling for a ney water supply sclrce was
brought about by Prank Givens after he became Qustodian of
the romment. It was Givens' feeling that the water diver-
sion permits had boen banging on and extendsd several
times. In a memorandum to the Regional Dhirector dated
boverter 15', 1548, Frenk Givens expressed his views on the

Bear Qleh water systarn:
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This refers to Acting Director Hersons'
meroraidum dated Cetoher 15, tmansmitting the
Director's memorandum of Oetober 3 relative to the
Progress Heport on Bear Gileh water system, Water
Right Application No. 2083, Permmit MNo. 5047. Toe
following is an atterpt to answer sume of the
questions mised in the Dlrector's remorandum.
Diversion #1. The dun iz effectively completed up
to the 1610 foot elevation fran the hse slevation
of 1572 feet according to the former Custodian, and
a5 iz avidenced by COX comgpleticn reports. This
writer raughly measur=d the upstream face and found
it to be pear 38 feet high. It pow, according fto
drawing R4 PINH 3044, dated June, 1937, inpounds a
myimim of aboit 39.0 acre f=et.

This writer is not convinced that the dam
should be nAde higher as has been frequently
propoeed. The present reservolr did not 111 up
last winter with a season total of 12.63 inwches of
rainfall., : The U.35. Weather Dureau at Hollister
Tecorded approedimitely the sare armeunt and their
Yearly average since 1875 is 12.8%4 inches. I the
axdsting reservolir does not owerilow in an almost
average yoear there appears little justification to
lncreas: its capacity. Alsg, Iran a landscape
viewpaint it would ‘eecme increasinely difficult to
ke any extension appear to be mrt of the natural
Iotimiion.

Diversion #2. The average &ily flow of the spring
which provides potable water for the headquarters
area 1% believed to bs abmt 8 @mlions. On
Novermer 15, 1846 the flow wes meesured aod found
abaut %0 gpd at that tire.

Hversion #. Condor Gulch 3pring is not sultable
for any use other than stock watering at its point
of  erErgsnce. Sore development was done bat it
fell into dalse yeirs ago.

Diwersion 4. This spring at the upper end of the

reservolr formmed by Diversion #1 is surmounded with
a concrete box. The water flows it the top and
down the natural channel Jeading to the large
TESSTWILT . During filcod stage the reserwir
reachsas the box. Therefore, the spring canmot bhe
used to =mupply a driokiag fountain at the dam, or
elsewhers.

Civersion #3. Momses Spring does not supply
sufficient wetsr to adequately  supplerent  the
potable supply of Diwersion =<. The Moses Soring
development would Dresent a difficult  landscape
oroblem singe the Spring is an wmsusl attraction
on  the c¢aves foot trail. The Willow Spring
Develcopment and extension to Headgusrfers will bBe
neaded in any event.




Diversion #5. Thiz diversion congists of & smll
dam whizh icpeunds creek water which my be used
for samitary purposes when the water fran Diversion
A1 {reservalr), is exhansted. In this event we
have no fire protecticn from the 4 inch fire line
kit by cpening a walve at Diversion #6 we are able
1t let suffictient water into the 4 inch line to
contimie uwsing the toilets which are connscted
paermanentily to this line. Civersion A6 hes not
been uzed since construction of the 4 inch fire
line from the re-diversion dem st below  the
cawes. Juduing from the adequate amount of water
laft in the reservoir at the end of the last two
cummers Diversicon #6 will never be neaeded., It will
be even less i1mportant #oen an adeguate potable
water supply is avwailable as the toilet bowls,
etc., will then be supplied by the potable water
lin=. We do not have both fire and sanitary
lines. Water for sanitary use is token fron the 4
inch fire line. The re-diversion dam only has been
used for the last seven years—Diversion #6 has not
been required singe 1839 wshen the 4 ioch fire ldne
wis constricted.

¥eragraph Two, fEge two of the Director's
rerorandum ztates that after the (halone Creek
witer System 1is connected to the headgquarters
gysten “there will also be 1ittle need for the fire
protection storage at the reservolr except for a
mujor fire.” iAccording to the hydraulic amalysis
on drawing Bn-278 the potable supply will not
haye sufficient pressure, ewen with a& 6 inch
distribution line, for 250 gpm a4t & Dresfure
rapired Tor fire profection unless the reservoirs
are placed at an elewmtion higher than the existing
potabhle water reservoir.

The last mragropii. of the Director's mero
requests  the following ioformrion for use in
estirpting witer nesds of this aTes. e use
aoril 2%, 1846 which was our record day for this
YEAT .

1. Flow at Diversion #2 prombly averages
about 882 mllons per day.

2. T02 wisitors spent the dy in  the
Headquarters Aren.

3. 39 overnighi visitors.

4, 10 e Ts o] empl o¥ees family:
Custodian~t, Bernger-2; Concsssioner—i.

This writer has not had the adwantape of

technical assistancs  relative to the ramified
proposed weter system of this ares and is therefore
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raluctant  ta  meke definite  recoawendstions.
Howewar, 1t is believed that the following actions
would not Jecpardize the future water reguirements
in any wWay and are affersed for further considera-
tion.

Diversion #l. Amend the original application of
Z1.6 acre feet to cover only present use and obtain
final liremsse. The fact that the coment core has
not been entirely rock-Ffaced shold have no bearing
o the final licenses.

Diversion #2. (htain final license. The project
is complete and 21l flow is put to beneficial u=e.
wversion #3. Oancel.

Liversion #4. Crpneel. It is not being put o oany
veneficial use thet would not hawe been served if
the development had not been mede.

Divarsion #%. Cancel.

Diversion  #6. Concel, Altnouch the project 1=
completed the wmter is not teing pul to beneficial
use. The impounded body of water is sbait two feet
deep, sigit feet wide and twenty-five feet long.

It iz felt that too mny diversions pave Deen
incorporated into the program—-more than can logi-
cally be coopleted.  Even if crmplets they would be
inadegunte and would reguire great expenditures.
The ¥illow Springs supply connected to the Head-
quATtErS SYSTem Eppears to be the most logieml
solntion.

f8ignedy  Prank Givens,
hstodian.

In 2 memprandun For the Director dated lMoverber 21,
1946, fraw Regional Director Owen aA. Tomlinson the cament
was made, ™. . . This reply we eliew govers the subject
mtter wery well and we conour in the  recameEnds tions
therein.”

The Willow Springs water was extemded to the Chalone
Uresk Bridee aud to the eampgroinds at the old OOC camp
site, and license received in 18953, The Willew Springs
water was nevwer, howewver, putped to the headquarters area.
Instead, a well was Jdug on the Chalone Creel to service the

Bmr Gilch facilities.
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The first well dug on the Chalone went dry in a short
tize, and the oripinal spring sater s¥stem would Le reverted
to at such times. The next try for water was made just out-
gide of the purphouse at the Chalone Cresk wall, but hedrock
was hift gt about thirty feet down. Then a mulvert was laid
under the creck that had holes in it to allow water to seep
in. The culvert wis extended to the pumphouse where the
water from it filled up the dry well. This process #@as ussd
until a new well wes dug across the ecreex from the pump-
homize.  The new well proved to bz 2 success and produced
very good water.

Ancther attempt was mmde to dig 2 #ell in the area of
the Baleonies. [t w25 the feeling of the mologists that
the location wes richt to hit the same underground water
vein Tthat produced the Gther well, but their assessneEnt wWas
weons, anmnd no Wwator was found.

fmen the develooment of the west side was contracted
for in 1966, part of ithe contract was for installing & new
water system on the east side. The new water system was
enacted, and a4 pum was installed on an existing well.

Another w#ell was drilled in the late 1880°'s, near the
easvern boundery fence, tut ﬁc cystem was ever hooked up to
it a2t the time. JAS sometimes happens in the Service, year
end funds ran out before the well zcuid be tapped. It was
in 1978 that a purp was placed on this well and plans for it

to Implement the edsting syztem were realized.
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The 1966 water system that was installed on the east
gide also included cne iwenty—thousand-gallon steel storaes
tark above the Ralnger Residence, amnd one sixty-thousand-
mallon stesl storage tank above the Chalone Creelt Caump—
groand.

An artesian well was dug at the =ure time on the west
side, and one twenty-thousand-galion storape tank ipstalled
in that area.

an important part of the water systems in the momment
is the resular testing of the wober by the Rublic hRealth
Service for the chlorine content and for the bacterial
content.

In the late 1960's, a conpletz nevw sewer cystop was
also built to service the Bear Gulch and the Condor Galch
areas.

The gpring that once supplied the headguarters area Wag

still 2 pood mroductive source of water after the wells were

o built, but its usefulness seemsd cver. The pipes arcund the

spring wera dug up, the soring covered up and forgotten.
The pipes that once led fram Willow Springs as far as the
halone Creek bridze and entrance station have nlao been dugy
up. But the old pipes arond all the cabins and buildings
still remin. These pipes also rerrin a puzzle to those wio
throagh necessity must dig around the foundations of the
buildings. The nefwork of pipes had been left in the ground

50 that they raght be used in case of & water shortage



arerFency at sone future date. In 1978 when ramdeline
bemn on the laundry and storage Toam o convert to an
office ilding with a utility roan, the gquestion of the old
pipes' usefulness returned. It wms at that time that a
program was initiated b0 remove all of this underzroand

1 £0F

Flectricity

When the QX0 camp wes at Pinpgcles Mational Momrent,
it had its owm clectric power ipplied by generators, it
the rest of the mmmrent had {0 rely on Colemmn lanterns for
light and oil burning or wood burming stoves for codldng end
for heating in the winter. Iran the Pinnacles file mumber
H~14 comes the story of the lone strugmle for electric power
for that national momrent.

¥nen the subject of electric power was first Lrought up
in eommection with the Fnonacles, it came up at 2 ¥tiomal
Park Service Safety Comdties neeting in Washington on March
4, 1935. The combdttes hed in mind, in the preparation of
its stadard for cmpressed s, thres services, namely; the
cooiing range; refrigerator; and domestie hot water heater
for & residence. With such ipstallations, the length of
tubing would oo reduced to 4 minimum and flared counections
would be used tiraighoat. The only exception to the nile
which wis recosmized by the conmittes was the Chalone Feak

Lockout living guarters.
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Tie drawing that was submitted for Pinnecles Naticonal
Monugent reguired considersble tubing and moy connections
to serve the nine lights shown in the leyout. In zdditien
1o the longer length of tubdng required for the lighting
s¥ystans, there was the dismdwmntage that the standard con-
nections to the lighting fixtures were of the ordinary screw
type. The discussion in the carittse meeting braight out
the faect that a =mall electric plaznt would sSeem to be
preferable to the campressed s system. The commtiee
recognized that tone installaticon of a properly planned
electric light plant ¢auld be rore easily justified where a
aralp of boildings existerd then would e the case for o
single structare. For the Pimmacles laycut it #as requested
that figures be sunmtted showing the estirated cost of a
smll electric light plapt in 2 huilding separete and oot
less than 50 feet from the dwelling, and & 55 gllon
gecline drum to supply mmscline to the wmsoline engine.
The comittes nad in ming en imstallation of perhaps 1,000
witts. For purposes of conparison, it was regquested that
cst estimates be guoted of the tubing, connsetlons, and
fixtures nesdsd for the prt of the prapane system o e
used for lighting only. Tﬁis informtive memorandum was
signed by R.0. Jennings, Acting Assisteant Director. Fenned
in longhand at the botitocm of the metorandum was & note
zigned "K' (presumbly standing for "Hittredge™ ), "This
isn't importunt bar we should be informed. {(Ol) lanps are

still good enaugh for Sequoia.”
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It was then suggested that the Coast Counties (as and
Flectric Company which had service to #etz, and the Racllic
Cas and Blectrie Commamny, within eighteen miles of the
monucent with their line to New Idria, be contacted for
estirrtes for toe cost of bringing power to the momument.
(Coast Counties Gas and Electric was approximtely ten miles
from the mmument's baindary.) They both gmwve an estimte
of 32,000 par mile, wilich mrde electric power for Finnacles
it of sight at that time.

It ws even being considersd in 1938 to mun the
electricity lines on the same poles that the telephone line
was an, it this idea was soon discarded =23 belng too
. . impractical and expengive. Avcording To & letter ito

ustodian Hawkins from Associate Begional Attorney Albert

Johnsen the reasons for discarding this plan were set forth:
I had hoped 1o oear fran you as b ALy
suggestions mede by the President of the Coast

Camnties s and Electric Capany with reference to

the jJoint use of the poles for telephone and power

lines. It seams to me it will be rather difficult

to draw an agreetent as to the distribation of that

ower unless the pecple who hAave given you jour

right-of—way are very agreeable. &g a mntter of
fact, unless the fermers take a fairly large allot-
rent of power at each point of distribation, it
reans & rather large expense in transformers ino
order to cat down the power franm the large dis-
tributicn lines. I believe the power ocomny
exzcutive mst have explained to you that the
expense 1s rathear nhigh in mtting intc the min
line for each farmer who desires to take only a
S ll amuant.

In Moy of 1938, a 0.7 EV¥ type, prime rover pascline

. engine ganerator was installed to light the Bear Culch
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(aves. It used sixteen 2-volt matteries end generated 1,800
KWH per weanr. Thizs was the extent of the electrical powsr
at Flonacles Matiopal Mooument for severil Years.

In duly of 1940, Fnoacles was infarmed thet they were
to receive a generator from lassen Voleanic Mational Rark,
that had come via the San Fblo [em warehoise, Wt baving
the possession of & generator 1n no way insured lighting for
the lodze and caline at the romment.

In Jamary of 1841, Custodian Hewkins zent 2 letter to
Hegion IV asking assistance from the oni}r mn in the Begion
who would be informed upon the installation and operation of
the generator, to come to Binnacles to aid in settiag up the
ysLam. Hawking said in the correspondence, "The wmrll
enmine and eenerator, that we neve acquired from surplus,
generates at 220 wolts, brincing with it soce complica-
tions. When my we expect to have advice from Mr. Hilgedick
regarding this iastallation? If pessible we should hear
from him this month in order that we can finish the work
before dir QU0 camp roves.” The reply {rom Acting Begional
Engineer Crowley put the hope for electrie power for the
momument again out of sight: "Mr. Helgedick has been called
to active duty with the Mavy tut we think Mr. Vaughn will be
in your area soon and believe he can advise you concerning
the generator.” Evidently Mr. Vaughn newer assisted in the
inztallation of the eenerator for Pinnecled, as an Electric

Service Supply Becord dated Xovember 5, 1842, lists the
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sagarator lighting the Bear Gulch (aves has as the only
power sorrce ot Pinnacles Mational Monument.

In 1943 Pinnacles learned that there ®sas a light plant

available a2t Mendocino Woodlands btut this hope for the

desired electricity agin fell through. The Chief Engineer
in a memo to the Regional Director ssid that he believad
that the installation of 2 sipgle unit at Pinnacles was not
reconrendad.  He reconmended the installation of Do uwnits,
ghich also had the advaniage of being able to cperate alter-
mtely. This plan would allow use of the smller of the two
units for pericds of 1ow demoaosd.

The light plant used to light the caves was replaced in
1946 the 8O0 watt, 110 wvolt AC, fully sutomtic electric
nlant replaced the 32 wolt ielco, 600 watt plant that used
sixteen Z-volt batteries. There were two jEnerators secured
fram Muir Woods Mational Monument in 1946,

In 1947, the Acting Superintendent of Yosemite Mational
Fark received a resorandum from Acting Regional [Mrector
Herbert Pﬁaier which read:

A few vears ago, tners %es transferrsd o
Hnnacles Mational samument a 15 KW, AC generating
plant for use in providing lights in the
headoquarters areia. Gue to the wor and other
ciroumstances, this rochine was pever connected and
has not been in operation. We would much appre-
ciate it 1if you caild arramge to hawe Mdr. Jenkins
visit Pinnacles and assist the ustodian in this
rptter. The Iocavion aof the generator and wirtiag
are wo be determined. Tis iz not an urcent
mtter, Wt if Mr. Jeskins oarld be spared for a

day or two within the next wo or three #weeks it
woiald e of assistance.,

241



Toe reply from Yosemite's Acting Superintendent John B.
Wosky was that it wes a most inopportune time for the

rmanpower at Yosamite to be smred, and again electric power

‘for Pipnacles was put off.

In MNovepber of 1347, Pinnacles came into the possession
of two generators from Mendocino Woodlands, wvia the War
Aggetls Administration.

It was shortly after this, in October of 1948, that the
long negotiations with Coast Counties Gas and Electric
Company beman.  The compamy had installed electric power to
Pear Vailey with no extra charge to the ranchers, btut would
require an advance of $3,2315 fram the Park Service for
limited power for the momument. The Fark Service wanted to
roke this sum payable in monthly installments of 342 an the

principle and 318 dollars rore on this amount to cower 5%

interest tmat would extend over a period to ten years, bat

the company refused. The Fark Service went to the Cali-
fornia Piblic Utilities Commission, Dt the Commission
meked the power cosmmEny. The company finally agreed to the
arramgerent, Wit b the time gll the routing and other
details, such as wording of the contract, were completed,
the compaiy refused ageia, c;n the ¢rounds that the country
was again at war and there was a shortage of copper. This
was on boverber 2, 1951, The delay in obtzining electricity
at Plnmacles had much to do with the inability toc cobtain a

concessionaire to run the Llodpe, so the luilding sitting



idls for so meny vears fell into wry serions disrepalpr and
was dismntled in the mid-1950's.

Blectrieity obtained commerecially from the Bacific Gas
and Electriec Cxwpany wes finally installed on the east side
of the mmrent ig 1957. CQwlcne Peak lodkout also had
electricity installed ty the Macific {as and Eleciric
Conpmiy. Woen the development of the west side was made in
1966, electric power was obfained by the installation of two
generators. The generafors for the west side have always
been of two different makes, and always been obtained used
fron other mrks or monurents. Inflation has made the hope
of comercial powar for the west side of Binoacles out of
the guestion, bat it iz the dream of The MEinbterance
Division to one day have wwo new geperators of the zame

mke-~—s0 that the parts wolld be interchanceable.



Chapter &
COC CAMP PINHACLES

When Fresident Franklyn D Boosevelt toid of his dream
to create a conserwation corps for the anemployed young men
of dnerica and thus ease the unemployment, at the w=oe time
reclaiming odr country's rescurses—bioth matural and our
vouth——the plan met with stiff soposition. The position
care from all sides; from his Hepublican opponents, from
labor and from Socialists. Soe af the arguments against
suchh a corps were: that indostry would adopt the low wage
scale that the corps would pmy the men; that the regimen-
tation of labor would lead to a foseist state; that the
anlistent of married men would mean the destruction of the
American family; and that such a corps that took all the
orders from the President would we increasing the tendency
to cancentrate ;xﬁ#er in the excutive. Bat, the bill
creating the "Emergency Conservation Work" was sipned into
law Erch 31, 1EE3. The nmame Civilian Conservation Corps
was tThe popular public concgption of the agency, but the
name was not chenged statutorially until June 28, 1957,

The OCC soon became the most popular MNew Deal program,
and the prior ocpposition all .bu's: forgotten as the agency was
resnacted by Congress time after time until itz demise after
the ditbreak of World War II.

Camp Pinmacles #1551 {laver #24), was no esception to

the popularity of the OOC. 4s people lock tack in



retrospect, the corps is liable to be credited with mmny
work projects that it haed no part in. There were so rEDy
governmental employment programs worklow in the ares at the
gare Time that it beconmes easy to forget the less popular
ones and attribute all the work accomplished durioz that
meriod to the OCC.

The Hollister Evenineg Free lance reported several tices

on the anticipation of the coweted CC camp. San Benito
Connty leamed that it was to receive a2 COD camp in
Septetter of 1933, and that Finnacles Mational Monwment was
to be the site of tie crp. 4t wrlcas times, tr;ere wers
gpike camps set up a2t Fremont's DBeak and at &n Juan
Bantista to do work in those areas.

By October wWork was started on the buildings at the
CETE four torracks; a laundry; & mess hall; aofficers'
guarters; Blnnacles staff quarters] infirmry; mechine shop,
two Iavatories amnd a copler. By the end of the month the
mrracks and mess hall with kitchen were finished and ready
for the arrival of the first contingent of men. Tha wor¥ on
the bulldings was done by the OO0 mea frowm o camp at Almeden
anid uwnder the supervision of of ficers from the Presidio at
donterey., A well had been dl.ig, storage tanks installed, and
an electric plant set up, The Iathrgp firm of Tres Pincs
had lande? the contract for the I6,000 worth of lumber used

ab the cammn,
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Cn the 20th of October the first 150 men arrived, and
the rest of the detachment arrived shortly after the first
of Noverber. The Finnacles camp averaged 200 men in the
years of iis operation, froo 1833 until the enrollment begmn
to drop of f in 1242, then as little as approxdmeiely 40 men
until its close in 1842,

The first grop of men to came to Pinnacles were put To
work clearing buraosd—over brush and trimming burned licks
from trees that had bBeen caused by the fire that had swept
the Chalone Creell ares in 1931, In conjunction with thisg
clearing project was a4 Dropogation project in which seed-
lings were ralsed and planted owver the entire burnt area.

After more training, the OO branched 1note trail
building and some coostructiom work. At the pea of its
existence, in 1835, the QXL projects for the sixth enrcll-

rent period at Canp Plunacles were as Iollows:

1. Dwelling for afficial visitors—Headquariers area

2, Temporary horse bridge across dam

3., Horse trail to Chalone Peslk for fire protection

4., Horse tarn for trail horses

5. Survey boundary for merking and fencing

6. Aarking boundary

T. i1 foot trail to reduce mintemance cost and for
sage of trawvel

8, Storehouse for explosives

9, Guide service for visitors

10. Explore and develop springs, Six of them, excavate
and develop

11. HRiblic camperound waste disposal pits for sanitation

12, Irprove trail to Oid Fnnacles for access and fire
protection

13. Reise helght of Bear GQulch dam 16 feet.

14, Horse trail from aiph peaks to Uld Finnacles for
fire protection, visitors, and administration

13. Topographie survey, vicinity Cld Pinnacles for

planning developrent



16. Truck shed mddition, bousing BOW egquipment, OOC camp

17. Bt tollet——-Chalons Pesk

18. Mt toilets, shewers and lavatories in present
cottages

18. Water supply systam to collect rainfzll fran roof
Lockout of houze and 2,000 gallan tank for storage

20. Telephone line, headquarters to (id Pinmacles for
fire protection and administration

2l. 5mll reservoirs—PBain storage on High Beaks Trail
for fire crews and hikers

22, lapdscape headquarters area, clean up dead brush,
eto.

23, Planting of trees and shrubs lodgs, headguarters and

O0C camp

24. Foot trail through Gaves and vicinity including

concrete steps and guard rail in Caves

25, Horse Trail, west side of canyon near Balconies—Md

Binnocles

26. Ermdication of poison ok

Of courge, a mumter of these projects were gquestioned snd
a few of them were never approved, but the fact remains that
the OOC was responsible for moy lmproverents gt the momu-
meat.

Landscaping in am abmut the COU camp was done oy the men
on thelr owm free time, and the public was invited occasion-
ally to gpen-house staged by the men o view their comp—and
wers welcome to vigit onh any Weekend, not just wheg an open—
holse was beins of fered.

An educational program wes soon affered at the carp, and
Tthis wes algy conclucted in the evenings on the men's own
tiﬂEt

Sports events were another item entered into on the men's
o tige, and soon ecams not only a pastine, it an

important part of the canp’s activities as Pinnacles began

o enter into competition with other OCC camss and
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organizations in the area. (amp Fipnecles soon had thelr
own boxing ring, Masksimll team, and taseball team. #An
undersized basebnll diamond was uilt at the foot of Bear
Gulch near the Chalone Creek.

There was a swimmng "hole" tuilt abait 100 yards from
the bridge ower the (halone, Bit it was washed ocut when the
first heavy reins cmame. It was in a Willew thicket north of
the bridge. It was a long-time dream of Custodian Hawkins
{who became Acting Custodian when the camp wes at Pinmacles,
a5 he was then Project Superiniendent for the O0C), to have
A permhnent swimmig pool uilt at the momument. Bawldns
gained permigsion in 1941 for the CCC men to use the reser—
wir at the dam for swimming.

The COC camp at Finnacles was a winter camp, amd the men
cam? from other parks and moouments where extreme coold
weather mede wloter work impossible. Qustodian Hawkdins was
continually wvoicing the opinion that the camp shoudld e a
vear-roind camp, as thers was oo mich work te do, amd he
armied toat the summers 2t Annacles were not hot—not oo
hot to work; but the gquestion was not whether the surmers at
Pinnacles wWere too oot to work, Dat whether the winters at
Lhe othar camp cites were téc: cold to work. Mawldns suc—
oeeded in getting the approval for the sarp to Temin during
SULTIET S2A50T .

The first men to cocupy Camp Plopacles were California

boys, but the policy of the apgency changed s they crew to



feel it was better to place the men in camps ruch farther
from their aomes. Many of the fcllowing commpies came from
Arkansas, Alabam, North Carolipa, and some were made up of
ren from different sections of the country.

The one fault of the CCOC my lie in the fact that there
was not ouch intepration of the races, but this was true of
the ¢ountry as a whole in those years. Egual eportunities
were practically unheard of. When the blacks were finally
given more chance for enrcllment in the later years of the
COCC it was ipnertlly in segrecptied camps. HPlnnscles was one
carp that had black enrollment during the years fram 1940 to
1242, Even then, the officers of the camp were not black.
The education adwvisor, however, during this period was
black.

It was during this time that Hawkins, so pleasaed with the
perforrance of the black camp, and worried aboat the drep 1n
enrollment, planned to g into the city of Cekland with an
advertising cammign to  rmecruit  rmembers  for  Camm
Pinnacles. This plan barely passed the drawing boord stape
efore the COC distended in 1842,

Besides their other work, the OO0 spent mach of their
tire in the fighting af filres in the area. [uring the
smer fonths, when the compary was moved oat, and before
the California Division of Forestry had built their {ire
station in Bear Valley, the cump #as mnmed by a somll fire

suppregsion crew from that agency.
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The canwmnding cofficers of the camp were regular amy
ren, but the experienced engineer, technical forester,
landscape architects, history technician eamd wildlidfe
technician were supolied W the TPark Service and worked
wder the project supervisor, The trade instructors and
pther educitional iastructors, as well as foremen of the
craws, were nired locally. The foremen consisted of two
seiior foremen, two foremen, and one junior foremmn, all of
whom acted as supervisory persounel in the canmp.

Some men who started az OOC enrollees later went into the
Eark Service, and some oven sarvad a2t Pinpacles. (ne of the
best rTemembsred at Flnnacles Matiopal Mooument who began
with tiie OCC was & boy irar arkansas, Alton Hoover. Altcn
want on to kecome 4 rark raoger at the moourent. He entered
the conflict during World War I1 from Pinnacles. avd returned
to the moniment after his discharze from the armw.

Wr. Hoover, like meny other enrcllees at Camp Pionacles
#E4, holds many fond menories of the time spent at the
romiment during The tine he was in the corps. He maages to
visit the park every ¥ear or two, to veminisce and to eill
on old friemds in the ares. In 1978, during one of his
vigits to Pinnacles, Superirﬁ:endent Brovlez was able to get
an interview with Mr. Hoover on a ftape recording about his
dayes in service at the park duripg the 1930%'s and 1940°s,

After the OCC's were disbanded, the area near the Chalone

Creel that had been the site of the carp tecame the site of
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the Chalone Cresk Campground. Most of the Duildings were
dissrittled, Wt the machine shop and eguipment shed rerein
in the present maintepance area of the park. 4lso refmining
frem the OOC days ave some amall buildings such as the cap
end powder house, and the pap house.

The other reminders of the camp's presence are less
direct. They remin io the flora that crwer the scars of
the road that was tdilt in 1934, and in the trees that shade
the camperoinds; and in the buildines they erected; inthe
dam and reservoir they miilt; and in the bridge that they
maried the sztone for while the Italian stione mesons applied
thelir craft.

The gocd will they uilt in the neighboring camunities
is a2 less tangible reminder of their stay in the area, hut
in no way less important. The rpney the men spent on their
trips into town helped steady 2 staggering econcomy, and the
Toen bouses at the carp for the public, as well as the
public dances the men sponsorsed at Bolado Fark before they
would lezve the area, gave the local peoples the hifhest
regard for the men who were enrcolled at Camp Pinmacles.

Thics iz perhaps why the OCC is so often eradited with all
the improverents madse during Itha.t pericod; they are the first

and best remembersd.
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Chapter 10

TAPACT OF WORLD WAR II AT PINMACLES

Starting in the 1840's we find our mjor source of
information about ewents at the HFnooacles is the Supsr-
intendent's montnly narrative peports!

The Ffirst, mst heticeable, impoet of the Second World
War was the change in maopower at Pinnacles MNational
Moment. Fran a comnity in itself that had employed ower
300 meh in the 1930's, the perik had seen the disappesrance
af powernmental sponsored employment  programs end  the
entellment of the CO2'g to a foree of mich less that one
ndred men. The Bark Service at that {ime nad only two
full=time amd two mart—tire aployess—the custodian was a
mro=-tire enmplovee; the Crilef Panpger and the clexrk bypist
wera full time amployees and thers was one pari-time ranger.

After the diskending of the Q0C, the semll staff at the
Fomment was presssd upon to do all the trail meintenance,
guide work, and oy other jobs that had previcusly boen the
responzsibility of the CCC men. Improvements at the mormument
ware at a standstill, and the condition of facilities
deteriorated.

The superintendent’s residence, for exanple, whicn had
been started in 1841, remined unfinished until 1949,

During this period of extrame reopower shortage, the job
when there were vary few visitors, seaemed a very taxing

ity .
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Alrost simultaneonsly with the cut in ceOpower came the
sharp decline in visitation at the park. Even before the
advent of @3 rmtionimg the visitation derpped o 2 mers
fraction of what it had been in the pre—swar period. This
wa.s felt moatl in the gpemation of the Lodpe.

Whet had been a profitable business when the lodpe was
at its prire, fesding the many visitors and laborers, became
a losing proposition. It is mach to the credit of the cop-
cesziomaire at that time, Mrs. P.0. (Hazel) James that she
kept the cperation open for the duration of the YWar.

Tt was during these war years thet the firsi women were
wWired at Hnooacles., Clara Lalsten worked as a olerk typist,
and Drucilla Isaacson was the first woman ranger at the
prrlk.

Tire administration st Pinmacles had twwo problems that
arome in commection with inhowldings near the end of the
war. In Aupust 1945, Fred J. Hawkins, mprt oowner of 400
acres inside the northern end of the mmonurent, callsd on the
alsodian, Frank Givens, 1o discuss the possibility of
buildiag & road into his property through monurent propeTtiy
fthis request had been denied in the mst). The romguest was
denied, and & sign was erecfed at the sntrance to Hawkins'
property wnich read, "This is not a thraigh road.”

In Cetober of the same Pear, Russell Bourke, owner of a
large hatchery in Petalumn, anpd owner of &40 scres af lanpd

within the monurent, =sent a represeatafive to study the
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possibilities of starting a large turkey rmanch on his
groperty within the momuent. The property in the north end
of the mmmment was not close to areas frequented by
visitors; nevertheless it was felt that the turkey ranch
would create an undesirsble candition. The question of a
right—of-way for a road up the Chalone Cresk would be
recpenad if the plaps for the ranch realized. Everyone was
relieved when Bourke decided not to btuild the ranch.

It was during Ootober of 1943 that a start was mde
toward removing the "iohtacco weed" shich was growing pro-
fusely araind the old COC canp. It was reported tiat it had
teen orizinally broaught in from mistralia, and it is deadly
to cattle, GSome of the local cattlemen wWere fsarful that
the plant woild spread cutside the nonureEnt onte the cattle
TAnT. It was assumed that the weed had somebow heen
hroughs Lo 99 some of the men who inhabited the OOC camp.

It was spoon afrer the cessation of the war in burdpe
that the conditions at Bnnacles Mational Motument began to
improve. In Septenber of 1845, reported visitation to the
mrk was up 330% over the previcls year. With the increase
in wvisitation and the sasing of hostilities abroad, more
funds meame awailable to do.the pecessary work of restora-
ticn in the momoment.

The post war years also ;aw the returning vetarans aenin
fill the Jjobs that had been filled by womenr 1o their

abmence; Mrs. James tarnad over the mmnacenent of the
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congession to Lillian B. Anderson; Mr. Hewkins retired acs
custodian of the mmyrent in 1945 after holding that title
for twenty years. His replacesent, Qistodian Givens, served
until 1247, and William 0. (Abbs, after Givens, ramined
until 1953.

A quiet and isplated time bad ended for Plnmacles
Fational Momument, a time that must have seemed as 1f there
wers days when they had been camletely forgotten by the
cutside world. The next decade would show the people who
hed held ithe fortress how wrong they had been in believipg

that the public had forgotten them.
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Cnapter 11
THE 1850's AT THE PINNACIES

From  Superintendent’s Monthly Marrative BReports and
Annual Beports we contimie to obtain a picturxla of what life
wag like at Pinnecles Haticnal Monnment.

The decade of the 1950's started off with a merked
increase in wvisitation to the momument. February of 1950
zaw & O8% pzin in vizitation over the same month of 1949,
and ¥arch of that same year saw & gin of 104% over the
Previols year.

Conferences began with comercial power companies and
the advent of commercial power seemed near for the park.

Thne Lodge remined withoeut a ooncessionaire as it had
gince 1543, but there were sevVeral prospects—all of whom
backed cut before taking over the venture because of lack of
facilities., Yowever, the Fark Service contimied to do re—
irs on the milding. A new roof wes put on the Lodee in
1950, and several shels of acorns and pine muts were Taken
Tran between The walls. Saoset metal was placed behind the
extericor walls to discourage 4 repetition of this type ol
vandalism by woadpeckers.

Construetion projects for the 1951 fiscal year were
canceled due to the U.2. involvetrent in the Eorean War, bt
the superintendent’'s residence was finally completed, when a
Lrick porch and stone steps replacex] the fTemporary wooden

ones 3t the mck entrance,
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The supply road was conpleted to the west side of
halone Peek in 1831, and in July of that vear the Lookout
at Chalone Peak Durned to the ground.

In February of 1952, W.I. Hawkineg, former castodian of
Pinnacles, died at tiie apge of 55. That woild have made hinm
T7 vears of age when he retired from the position in 1843.

It was during the winter of 18932 that the driveway to
the new superintendent’s resldence was being constructed by
the CGranite Construction Compeny of Watsonvilile. The cal-~
vert was put in and they were ready for the f£ill. That job
was finished on ¥March 5. Then the company asked for & stop
order tecauss the dirt was too wel to finish the grading.
On March 14, a flood carried away apout 70 cubic yards of
£11)l and slid the culwvert out of line and grade. The come
pany bad to replace this section as soon a&s the ground dried
out. luring the twenty-four hcur period from 7 a.m. on
varch 14 o 7 a.m. of Murch 15, 4.38 inches of rain hed
fallen. Thiz beavy rain rezulted io several roads and
trails being washed out; existine drainapge could not hamdle
all the water, and water and seaage lines were uncovered in
sewaral areas of the mrk. Chalone Creek rvoad #was axten—
sively damged, with some culs measuring three feet deep.

The California Division of Forestry bemn ecmstruction
of the oew Lookout Tower on Chalone DPeak in 1982.

Superiniendsnt William Gibbs mwved to Muir Woods in

Yareh of 1853 and the new Superintendent, Beg C. Miller,
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arrived on the secomnd of April. Mr. WMiller died of a neart
attack on the tentn of &pril. The muperintendsot was found
ded in his gquarters, and his wife hed to be notified by
mrk persontel as she bad not yet arrived at the monunent.
Tark Panger Alton Hoover served as Acting Superintendent in
the absence of a superintendent in both instances——after
Gibbs' departure and after Miller's desth—before the
arrival of a new superintendent. Hoover was promoted in
June from a Perk BRanger 50 to 3 Supervisory Park Ranger,
G5-6.

In Fly, Farl Jackscn arrived to £i11 the position of
superintendent, and the naturslist at the monument, A.C,
Densan started the task of meking the Mature Ubservations
File.

All the files and mep files were cleaned ot and brought
up to date. 4 momument fact file was started during this
pericd.  This file would mave Deen of preat use to Iuturs
researchers if it had been kept up to date under subsequent
administrations.

The checking station was roved to the headguarters ares
in 1953,

Ilois Hoory Webb, who had been & laborer at the pa.rk in
1952, had resigned to g into partnership in the dairy
tusiness., He returped to work 25 Mrintenapceman in Uctober
of 1953. On November 10, 1953, Lo Webb and Bessie Hain

Olsen Woere married.
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Decerntar of 1853 saw the highest trawvel year on record
for the momument, with 42,199 visitors being recorded at
Pinnacles M™ational Momument. A self—puiding trail system
was inltiated to acccmdate all these visitors.

In 1934 the practice of park aployeess giving carpiire
talks o canpers on Saturday nights, upon reguest, was inl-
tiated, The talks were so successful that the practice
rereined as a permanent part of the interpretation of the
momirent to the wvisitor, and the talks are now utine
events.

In the Surerintendent's ammal report to the Director in
1054, ur. Jackson spoke of the demise of the Hnnacles
Ledpe:

For rmany years a concessionaire operated a
lodge and set of 10 cabins in the headquariers area
here. Since 1948 these facilities have been closed,
with potential operation revemues insufficient to
altract a new cperator.

In the fiscal vear now endiog vour aifices has
approved discontinwance of this concessionalre
function =2s not essential to the gneeds of the
qublic, and future mester plan revisions are to
reflect this change. Aceordingly, the lodege
building, ooncessionaire's qQuarters, and  Lodee
storerccm  have been surveyed, Wds  for  their
demnlition and removal wolicited, and  contract
awarded to a local rancher, Art Smith. Bemow) of
these tuildings is nov under way.

{The concessionaira's quarters were then purchased
ircin Art Smitih by Lon and Bessie Webb. The building
that had been known affectionatsly to Bessie Webb for

al} its vears as "Oreen Gables,” now stands near her

ranch home in Bear Valley to remind her of the many
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happy yvears of association she and her loved ones have
hag with Pinnacles Maticnal Motnument. We are fortunate
to have had an interview of how the building was mowved
dewn the mountain one morning at 5 a.m. o as to avold
any traffic.)

Mr. Jackson had always been interested in history,
and besides starting the fact file for the romment, it
was during his stay at the momment that Hobert Iowel
Legan an lovestimtion to see if the Pinnacles was
actually the mountain referred to in Vancauver's Voyage

af Discovery. Shortly after Jackson left the monument

the story was proved to the stisfaction of the Mtiomel
nrk Serviee to be erronecus, and all reference to
"“Yaneoaver's Pinnacles” dropped from future items of
publicity concerping the mrk, sccording to information
Tound in file #H-14 at the Pinnacles Maticonal Momument.
It was early in the 1950's that "Mission '68" came
upon the secens. The title for the program came about
becanse the vear 19686 was to be the target date for the
restoration and development aof facilities in aur
national parks and mouuments that had fallen into such a
shameful staie during the wa-r years., Fach park had jts
own personalized procram for improvement goals. Some of
the gpals slated for the Fonacles under that progranm
W the inseallation of caumercial Dower, completed

in 1857; the regndeling of som of the cabins into
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living guarters for seascnal persomel, in 1958; a new
Ssewars system for the east side, and a whole new water
gsystam for that side of the mprk, started in 1999 and
capleted in 19686; and the development of the west side
of the mmuument, completed in 1968,

In 1954 the Chamter of Canmerce of Soledad sponsored
2 Soledad family style plenic on the west gide of the
mrk that turned into an ammaal event. It was the in—
terest of the citimens of Soledad and their insistence
upon the development of the west Side of the monument
that  dHd moch te  further the plans for fature
develomment of that area.

In 1858 the Soledad Chamber of Coprerce reactivated
the driva for a road throggh the nomrent.  In 1957 the
sureIvisors of the two counties of Monterey and San
Penito met o disouss the miter, and a policy statement
wis requester from the Mational Ferk Ssrvice omn the
subject. Doth the Park Service and the California State
Higmway Department were averse to the proposed ropd, as
was of gourse Sn Benito county. Since the mtter
seerpd to ke finnlly settled to thelr satisfaerion, in
1458 the 160 acres in the rmﬁunﬂ-nt that had been bheld by
the cainty of 3an Benito for twenty years wes deeded to
the federal goverament under a ninety-nine rvexr lease——
with the provision That no throngh road ever be put over

that section of land. This was an egsy decision for the
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Vigitation contimed to rise, amd a survey of the
wizitors to  the momument conducted by mark personnel showed
that 258% of the pecple entering the momument were from Santa
Clara county; 17% were franm San Fmancisco and the Bay Ares
and & mere 3% were fram San Benito ecaunty. Scout troops
contimed to make regular camping trips to the park, and now
moantaln climbing graups and nmaturalist groips were also
mking regular escursicns to the arsa. There was hardly &
rock at the momument that had not been scaled and named oy
the rock climbers. The park renger now mor= than ewer had
to ba trained for the gkill of mountain gecarch and rescue.

It was in 1958 that scenes of Jobn 3teinbeck's nowel
Flight, having been sdapted for fne mvies, were filmed at
Finnacleg, Hablicity was carried over Channel KBEON-TY, San
Frahciseo.  This, along with several magazine articles on
Pinnacles Mational MHoourent, mRde the visitation at the
momment zoom even more. It wes at the olose of the decade
that a new problem plagued the administration of the park—
vandalism.

A new electrical system for the cives had been installed
in 1958 and the lighting in The cawves, plis the signing
throighout the mark, ssamed to be the first and emsiest
targets of the new menace.

Calendar year travel, endiog in Cotober of 1859, showed
4 decroase over the same period for 1253, Visitors in 1939

numbhersed 53,148 as cogpared with 34,904 in 1955, At the



=re time an iporease was shown in overnipght trawvel to the
moament. It seemed that Americans pad just discovered the
experience of visiting the oit—door, and the Jjoy of camping.

The final grant deed to the U.S. Government from the Leo
A. Boutke Corporation, {former Pussell BoeurKe property ), was
recorded at the court house in Hollister ia December, 1989,
thng extending the momument boundaries end incrsasing the

pdministrative duties of the manspgement of the park.
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Chapter 12

TdE 1960's AT THE FINNACLES

Superintendents’ Monthly Merrative Beports are the mjor
sguree of information for the 19607s at the momument.

Tt was in 1960 that rumors of an Indien burlal graind in
the Chalone Creek Canyon led ©o the belief that 2 prelimn-
ary archeclogical recommaissance of the area should be
made. Thaere was no rTeason Dreviously to believe that
Indians had ever used the Finmacles in agythiog bt an
itinerant way.

Lonis Webb retired as mintenancemib on Pecember S,
1960, itba was the recipieny of & ten yesr Citation for
Conmrendable Service award at a conmuilty gathering in his
hanor Beld at Bear Valley School.

After the retiroment of Webb, Caretaker Arthur Smitn wes
oromoted to the position of Maintepancewen Viee.  Almost at
the same tine, Supervisory Iark Tanger Boberw Bamstad also
received &4 promytion.

Several tons of rock were rempved frow the Chalone Creek
Cappground, greatly improving the appearance of that area.

In 4pril af 1961, twe sharp earthquakes, five mmtes
amrt and measuring 5.8 and 5.7 on the Richter scale, hit
the area. The quakes seemed to be centered half way between
Pimnacles and Hollister on the Jan Andreas Fault., There was
no noticeable damige to the momument, bt the damapge in
tinllister was the worst sinee the San Francisceo marthguake

of 19006,
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A4 freak storm arrived on the afterncon of My 31, 194
pouring dewn 1.1% inches of rmain in thirty mimites. The
stom did mich darmmes to the road amd trail systers and many
mn-hours were Used in remiring the damge.

It was in 193 that PFlomacles Mationzl Mompent was
decsignated as one aof the TFedermlly fixed Badiclogical
Monitoring stations, and rediological instruments were
installed, Feriodic dose rate readings were taken, it the
dose rates were aroven norval.

The test well that had been dug on the Chalone Creek
would pump dry after a few hours of use, =0 a test trench
across the Chalone Crecek was dug in order to supply the well
with weger. This method proved effective,

Trips were mde to other area fllgoums by park personnel
to gather ideas for displaying wild flowers., Implanting in
plastic was proving impractical, and most meseums bad hand
minted the dried flowers for display, Fran the trip the
idea of imbedding insect specimens in plestic evolved.

A4 memorandum from the Washington Office commemorated the
fart that the Mnoaclies had no disahling employee injuries
for the three year period betwesn Jamoary 1, 1958 and
Jamary 1, 1961, |

e new wafery measures ai the park wers the new
walkways, railings and steps to the twoe Bear Guileh comfort
statlons, and to the one at the Chalone Creek camppraing.

The  April edition of Sunset mpAZine carried the

arronears gstatarent that FHnecles Mational Momment bad
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Just muilt 62 new campsites. As no new campsSites had been
huilt, the Faster wacationers svammed to the park, over-
lmding the mmment staff and facilities.

In Mowemier of 1261, Scperintendent Bverett Eripght had a
heart attack, He was back to work before long—out then
tocdk an extended sick leave in 1963, with the view of
waiting for his disability retireent. He and his wifa
toved to their hore in Hollister. Supervisory Park Banger
Ramstad was Acting Superintendent uptil the arrival of
[elyle Stevens. Stevens was Acting Superintendent until the
retirement of Bright. Bright was allowed 1to kesp the
honorary title of Supsrintendent until that date.

The rangers and mark naturalist tock to "roving" the
heavily traveled trailsg ino lieu of regular nature hikes., It
was felt that ther reached mre people and deterped vandal-
ism. Thizs practice also put mrk personnel ip close
proxigity wits hikers, o be of assistance in cases i
EMEr{ency.

By the start of 1962 forty new campsuites hed been 'milt
on the Chalone Creek Campground in readiness for the spring
season, and firs breaks were constnicted around the coumg—
peround . |

4 reorganimation of the ilnsect, reptile anmd arphibian
collections was atarted, 25 well as & new way of recording
wildlife sightings by listing the sightings on roathly

oserver cards.

287



The Western Museum [aboratory restored the relief mp of
the somment and a pipe gsard rail was ipstalled around the
mp in the museum. The rep had originally been made in 1836
and was set up in the Lodpge along with a glass showease that
featured many Indian artifects fcund in the ares.

Vicitation contipually increased as a result of all the
publicity received by mapazines and newspapers. It wes in
1962 that the Sperry—orse Comany had a  hillbgerd
adverticement titled, "Visit Pinbacles Maticpal Momment,”
telling of the 8. & H. Green Stamp touring service.

Al the vear's end, there were six full-~time amlcyees at
the paryk: the Surerintsodent; the Ripervisory Fark Hanger,
the naturelist: a clerk; the peintenanceman and a laborer.

The Chalone Creek Campiire site was started 0 replace
the one that had been obliterated a few months before in the
headquarters area.

Two unsalvageable water tanks and the dilapidated
covering shed that had been in use in the CCC days were
removed from the Chalone Creel Camperoand arcs.

Berause of the vecurring pollution of Spiit Aock Spring
that =upplied water w the hDeadquarters area, Waler was
pumped from the Coalone Creek well for storage in the Bear
Gulch 20,000 zz1lon siorage tark.

ark Meturalist Donald M. Oefoe was selected to attend
the first session at the Stephen Mathsr Interpretive
Training and Hesearch Center at Barper's Ferry, West

Virginia in September of 19G1,



Mithority was given by the Begioml Office to contime
the nepotiations that had bepun in 1962 for the three in-
holdings (BB0 acres) within the momument that were being
affered at a higher wnit rate msed upon severance damiges
for their possible acguisition by the government.

Cash registers were received and standardized for
entraace station operations for the caning travel Season.
One register was held in the Regional Office temmorarily for
tralning purposcs.

The momment oontimied to attract an increasing murker
of youth zroaups. More erphasis was Placed upon reaching the
voung pecple before they had a2 chance to get loto traable.
In sgpite of this, wrndalisn continued hieh in the caves.

Loca] newsmapers carried items relative to the $71,000
Adccelerated  Public Works funds assigned to Pinnacles
Metional Momument. This produced an awkward gitmtion in
that the news was released to the papers sewveral days hefore
the administration of the park had been miven the authority
to confirm the item or give limited details., {(This was to
be used for teeded projects including the bituminous reseal
of the East entrance road, sewer S¥sStem reconstruction and
extention of the watsr syétm, Condor Culeh, and water
system recopstruction im Bear (uich.) Pacific Gas and
Electric craws placed an additicmal pole in their distri-
mution line near headquarters to provide reguired ground

clearance.
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In Fetruary anthority was received at the oomumrent to
recTuit seasonal personnsl  cufside  the  repisters  of
eligibles.

Camping in non—designated arens was authorized fo cobe
with heavy oroup usape—perhaps mrily due to the Mareh
Sunset iszsne with an article about the hill and wlley
coantry of route 25, and the mention of Pinnacles.

In anpust of 123 the first draft of the Pinmacles

Mhtwosl History Handbock, written by Seasonal Mnger Deter

Bennett, was sent to the HRegional Office for editing.

Maurerals mtrols along Cld Pinnacles road #ere mde to
discurage poachers. Patrols weres aut from daylieght to dusk
until deer season ended on August Zl.

& new sewer system was put into operation in Aumust,
thus elimmating the antiguated facilities constroucted in
the OCC days. The new system incomporated a cesspool to
handle the bulk of cutflow of the public facilities in the
Jear (Uleh area ==z well a3z the effluvent from the quarters.
The Public Health Service had been objecting to the scepage
into Toe sirean channel, and to the £¥sten in general sines
the mid-1940's. Tile was also laid in Building #5, for the
evantial shift of the office It::r that struchurs.

Much of the Supervisory fanger's and the Chief Ranger’™s
tice was spent interviewing applicants and processing papers
for the accelerated Public Works tmil project. The lack of

a oleri ot that fime was an added burden, so the clerk's
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position was reclassified to Administrative Assistant to
help with the recruiting and filling of the position.

Vandaliem contimed to be the mjor scurce of admin-
istmative problems in the year of 1984, Un one occasion &
visitor was apprehended in the act nihdestrtﬁing a light
hlh in the Bear Gulch Caves. Superintendent Stevens
discussed the case with the U.3. Commissioner, Henry B.
Fulton of Salinas, who egied advice from the U.S5. Attormey
General. The next month Orville dolman, F3l Special dgent
from Salinas, was in the park to discess law enforcement
proceedurs with tho superintendent, and Superintendent
Stevens vigited the Hemional Office to obtain edvice from
Regional Solicitor Costellc on law enforcement miters.
Through the efforts of FRI special Azeat COrville Molmen
permssion was given by the U.S, Attorney General for cases
involving Federal Begulations to be heard before the U.S.
Copmiissioper in Salinaz. It wac hoped that & more rigorous
law enforcerent and prosecution wonld reduce the prevalence
of vandalism.

On April 9, 1964, a. dinner social was held in the
Superintendent’s quarters, and eMployess observed the
presentation of & Cm’memiat:;le Service Award presented by
Superintendsnt Stevens to HEverett Brieht, who retired on
Jamary 25, 1964,

It was in 1964 that a documeried and reg;iarly schedaled

series of zafety programs was initiated, and the position
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eld by  Art  Smith  was  regraded and  changed  fram
raintenancennn to Foreman L.

A new deck was laid on the bridge on the High Poaks
Trail. Tne lumber was hauled to the =ite by Soy Scout
ETOUDS.

The old foot hridge in front of the headquarters was
also replaced by ohe constructed under the supervision of
Remional londscape Architect Fowler.

On September 4, 1964, krk Maturalist Joseph L. Sperber
was found dead in his quarters. The cause af death was
onalmonia. 4 short wemorial service was held at  the
mortuary chapel in Hollister and was attended by his friends
from this ares.

It was in 15864 that the new menace, motorcycle riders,
or "Tote Goets,™ began to plague the momipent. Signs of the
ecological "death sentence" were found on the Falconles
Trail, and signs were stectad to deter the invaders, ut the
menace continued.

On Jimee=y 30, 19235, a roport was received that George
E. Baker, (arstaker, had been drowned while clamming on hisg
day off. On the 31zt the report ways confirced although his
oty had not yet been rec.-::ve.re-d. The laborer position was
réclassified as Ceretaker. On February 2 Imacio Gendaria
was given =& fTemporary apoointment as a2 laborsr to assist
with peneral parx malntenance until a suceessor to Ciretaker

Genrge Baker could e found.
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In ¥areh of 1965, Superintendent Stevens discussed with
Bemional officials the advimability of accepting gratuitoas
gservices of Explorer Sconts for use on appropriate prajects,
and the new fee structhure. Five thoausand short tem
entrance permits were printed locally and one thousend
annual .permit stickers were received with which to put the
new fee stoucture under the land and Water Conservation
Frogram inbto efiect. duch time was devoted 1o devising &£
procedure to ceollect fees with the lirmited renpower
awailable.

4 Plan For the Man was completed by FRrk Raturalist

Hobert Zink and was on file for inspection. Zink acquainted
himself with the maturalist file and put it in order. He
spent considerable time exmnding  the Matwral History
Agsoeiation operdations as well as contribating his
experience in developing a fleor plan for the proposed
Visiktors' Center. This experiehce WS gbtained 1o acguiring
a ackground of the arsa by sSwudyipg old master plans,
mistory and developmental oitlines. He then went to the
Begional Office 1o pregare an  Interoretive Prospectus
catiine for the BRegional HWaouralist. Zink also spent
several deys assisting the E-iaister Flan Team.

In April of 1965, Chief Ringer Bobert Bamstad was
presented with his twenty year service pin by Superintendsnt
Stevens.  Bob spid that although the pin was threequarters

of a ¥Year late, be was still glad to receive it.
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It was in 19465 that a starmd-by carousel slide projector
was purchased Tor canpfire circle use and also a portable
amplifier to improwe the wice rangs at the evening
Programe,

Another ipnovation at the park that year was a siren and
red light in the station wagon that were added in the hope
of slowing down some of the spesders.

& blue ribbon award was received for Pinnacles' exnibit
at the San Benito County Feir at Bolado Bark.

"Tote Goats" continued to be a mounting problem, and in
Eecenber patrols were incrensed in an attemt to apprehend

iscmms tree thieves.

- With the development of a plentiful water supply on the
west Side it was consldered desirable ic enlarge the water
storage tank to 20,000 mllons, and to replace the pit
toilets as shown in the Drelimnpary plans with an approved
caniort station an that side of the momument. These changes
were adopted in the fipal Mission 65 plans.

Ther> was an increase of 15% in visitors to the park
over the year of 1944, and an 11% increase in owrnight
visits, One huindred and eighiecn thousand and forty—eight
visitors eatered Pinnacleé in 9265, and thirty-four
thotsand, nine hundred and nine pecple camped overnight.

The ymr of 1965 started off with the problem of five
stray cattle found in trespass on the Chalone Creek. They
wers ldeniified as being fron the Felley BRanch stock and

were reroved by pereonnsl of the Kelley Ranch the same day.
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Jey Acres of the U.5. Geological Survey traced the
Chalcne Creek Fault nortiward from Willow Spring noting
deviation fram the track shown on previcus gecologic
studigs, He concluded that there was o considerahle water
storage in the congloamerates east f the fault zod that a
vary sood well could be obtained a short distance east of
the present Chalote Creel Campegraind. He felt that Willew
Spring was the ovwerflow of this uwnderground reservoir.

On February 1, 1966, a neeting of the prospective Board
of Uirectors for the Pinnecles Matural Wistory Assoclaticn
met and agreed to form the organization. The drafts of the
Articles for Incorporation and the Bylaws were adopted, and
afficers electad. With this acotion the affilistion of the
oast Several years that the mTK had with the Gabhrillo
Historieal Association was teminated, Local newsmpers
carried articles on the forming of this orgraization and
napies of the articles were sant 1o the Deglonal Office in
San Franciscao.

A peregrine falcon wms cobeerved in pesting activities
west of the high peaks on March 2, 1966, It had been
Several yvears since the mare bird had been spotted within
the momymant boundrries. -

Prequent rocad patrols were used in an aeffort to curb
roadside camping due to owrorowding of the campgrounds.

Vandaiism in the aves contimied to e one of tThe
Diggest adrinistrative "nendaches.”  Patrols were increased

bit the Juperintendent was convinced that the problem cauld
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only bBe alleviated oy a famper-prod lighting system. The
followine month nearly one hundred light Wibs  were
destroved.

The year of 192668 was an early fire season yvear and &
pumper unit was mounted on the "fire pick—up" at the park.
Fire lines at the toe of the slopes in the camprroinds waera
renewed, Dry musgs and burmables in campgrounds weres
Tesovadd, Scme of this latter work wes deome W Bov Scoat
CrOups At conservation projects.

Bepairs were rmede on the Chalone Cresk Reservoir and
ArTRIgems=nts were mde Lo procure & punp of prezter capacity
ior that area.

A Project Cost Proposal was prepared for 2 vandal-proof
lipghting system, znd a new 60,000 pallon taok for the Bear
Guleh water system was constructed. Doe to pump trouble on
the Chalone, and leaks in the Cnalone water tank, it was
nacessElTy To release water fram Split Fock Spring in Bear
Guleh into the water system. This action mrde it necessary
for additional chlorination a2t the Bear Guilch tank o mke
sure the water was safe for drinking.

The Mnnacles Matural History Assoejation ran into
difficulty in obtaininzg tax F;-xer:pt status from the state of
California amd the metter was referred to the BRegional
Solicitor.

Sketches and photogrephs were Started to accompany the
meologieal history of the area. The rough draft of the bock

Wi s prepared and reviewed by the Beglomal Pablicity Office.
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A contract s entered into W the Western Hegional
Ffice and the Central California Archeolomical Foandation
for &1,300 for an archeclomical study to te made at Pinna-
ales Matiopal Momument., The field work was started by
William Olsen, lewis A, Faven amd John L. Beck in Cotaober
13668, The final report was received in May of 1B6T.

shintenancemn Hugh Sowery was assigned to temporary
duty as the tanger for the west side until that position
caild be permanently filled.

A Tentative land acquisition program for the years 1968
through 1972 was drawn up for the possivle procurcment of
the in-holdings within the momment.

It was in the vear of 18966 that we find the firsi
mention of Golden Ape Passports.  (Golden Age Passports are
lifetime passes issued to persons over 62 that enable the
bearar to enter any fedewnl ares free of charge.)

The mrk slide file was overhauled and the poor mterial
wag digearded. The =lide file was mved to the nuseum
office mmilding for convenience.

In September the administration of the momurent was
informed tpat tne U.S. Commssioner did not have authority
to try cases from Finnacles Iﬁtian.a.l Monurent. Efforts were
then conecentrated on getting assistance fran the County
Sheriff's Office with the cises to be heard by the local

Justices of the Seace.
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The Blue Gibbon Swardg  for Flnmacles' "Fiftieth
Anniversary" thems was receiwved for the park's eniry ai the
San Benito County Fair at Bolado Park.

In Coctober of 19658 photograpnic coverage in support of
the proposed Chalone Feak Wilderness within the Pinmacles
houndiries was mde and- forserded to Washington, and in
MNovermber the superintendent went to Salinas to armange for a
nall in which the hsarings could be held for the proposed
Pinnacles Wilderness area. The Mount Defiance Wildevness
Hearing hte was set for Fabruary Z, 1967. Revised sheets
of the Yaster Plan showing proposed ffilderness ares were
receivwd., A corrected copy was in the Tark Headquarters tor
be usad by the public for reference.

The 43,336 campers in 1966 wss a 21% increese over the
previous year, tut the munber of visiters (117,939) was down
by 18 people—this figure, however, did not include the
1,186 pecple who entersd the west side of the soourment
during 1966.

It was in the wear of 189& that the practice of
SJuperintendent s Anmual Seports wos dropped by the service,
and shortly after, ihe practice of the Superintendent’s
Honthly arrative Bsport wes oo longer & veguirement of
adrinistration. The informetion for the mlance of the 19603
decade was Sfound in the Publicity file at Finneacles Mational
Momiment.

The Wilderness Act of 1984 provided that certain areds

af public domin shauld be designated as ™wilderness" and
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preserved for future generations. Hserings an the amount of
land in and adjacent to Fionacles thtiomal Momiment that
shcald be iacluded in the Chalone Pesk Wildeimess Bill, toe
t. Defiance #ilderness Bill, and finally the one that was
enacted, the Finnacles Mational Momurent ¥ilderness 28ill,
would expand another decade. The Mi. Defiance Bill fthat was
introduced by Semator Thomas H. Fochel in 19€8 proposed that
3,270 acres be included as wilderness. The Sierra Club, the
Matioml Andubon Society and the Pederation of YWestern
Outdoor Clubs opposed this progosal--these orgrnizations
f=lt that the aresx epcamaszed under the Bill shoald be more
like 13,000 acres. The Sin Beapite County ‘ocard of
superviscors was cpposed o the larzer acreags for the sake
af, the

lardowners in the sovthern end of the coanty who would be
affected Wy lower walue for their lands, and for the
reduction in tax reveme. The matter contimled to be a
toplc for negotiztions for the rest of the 1¥60's.

n dapch 25, 1667, a (Czlifornia Mivision of Forestry
truck griver was Willed when his truck went too close to the
edme, and careened down the sountain from the supply road to
the Lockoat Tower on North Cnalone Peak.

Tt was in 1957 that sigeing sas put on Route 101
desismating route 25 to Mbllister and the Mnnacles.

Supervisory Ranger Ramstad 1=ft Pinnacles in Jeptamber

1967 and his replecement, James langford, came in January

F

%]

of 1i9€8. In March of 19€3 Superiniendent [elyle Stevens
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retired. Oordon Patterson wck over as superintendent in
April of the same year.

Reports of #arch 1988 mention that there was still
electric lighting in the caves, mut July reports note that
the caves were no lonZer lighicd. People had w bring their
o flashlipghts. They had finally found a #a:.r to curb the
vandalism to the electrie light hulbs in the caves!

In 1963 the {first coatrolled burning Look place in
Sequota  Matiomal Park under the experimental program
conducted b & groap of four professors from dan Jose State
Cniversity. Control burning was a subject that Park
Maturalist Hobert Zink of Fmnacles had been trying to
pramte since 1966 for cheparral country. Dreseribed
mrning, as it is now Known in the Mtional Park Service, is
a regllar part of Finpacles resource planning.

In June of 1963, Administrative Mficer Duans Jcohnson
receéived specizl recognition for the job he had performed
while he was Acting Superintendent efore the arrival of the
neW superintendent, G':IZJI‘dGH Fatierson.

It was in 1988 that Pinnacles bemmn to mke Dlaons for a
ctudy 4o find the limii of capacity for the momurment. The
new ecological interest of the peonle of the United States
brought to the administwration of our naticonal parks amd
monueeats the realizztion that over—owermse by the visiting
public conld destroy the rescurces the Service was trying o
opgtect. For o mny vears the anphbasis nad been on trying

to get more pecple to visit the recreational areas. Now ic
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was apmrent that if the natural resources were poing to be
saved, visitation would have to be limited.

In Cetober of 1923 the Chalone Campgraund closed until
further notice due to the fact that only five inches of
rainfall in the previoas year mede for an emergency water
shortage and extreime fire hazard. The cﬂ.mpérmmd renpensd
on the twenty-fifth of MNovember.

It was June 28, 19628 that the Bevenue snd Expenditure
Control act (FL 20364} was indtiated. The result to
Flonacles Mational Mogurent was that only three ocut of every
foar positions ecoild be filled. To meet the reduction in
employment, the Visitors Center befan to be closed oo the
twe days of the week that surveys had shosn o be the
slowest in momuent visitation, Tuesday and Wednesday. This
control was lifted in 1938,

The pericd of the 19680z had been a peried of change at
the momurent. The new decade would see the easerent of the
employee curtailment. But the emphasis on police protection
would continue, and even increass, The concern [or the
eooloricsl environment woild alse increase.  To those who
belicved thmt the purpose of the Mtional ark Service was
to preserve the natural environment, these two areas of

erphasis at times seened dlabolically opposed.
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Chaptar 13

THE 18703 AT PINHACIES

The spires, dopes apd finger-like pinnacls projections
fram shich Plonacles Mationsl Yommment derived its name, hag
long been a mecoa G0 the mamtain climbers, amxl there #as
probably no stone that had beer ieft unscaled by the time
the seventh decade of the tweptieth ceptory errdived.
Becanse of the compectness of the momment and the
coarvenience of its location, Pinnacies became especially
valued as a tralning site for novice climbers. This is
regrettebie in a way, for the soft volcanic rock camposition
of Pinnacles’ formations does not lend itself to ideal
climbing conmditions.

There had been meny close calls for both hikers amd
exparienced climbers over the years, when the services of

the rangers were called upon to rescue visitors who had

.became stranded on some high peak. On Yareh 21, . 1970

Pipnarles Mationz2l Momument recorded its first fatnlity of &
glimber.

Gerald Csborn, 24, mn experdlenced climber of five
veaTs, and FKathy Sasld, 20, a pew climber of s5ix months
experience (both students at Berkeley), had started their
ascent of Machete Ridge about ncoon frum the west side of the
momment. They had speot an bour at the summit reeparing
their ropes a2od gear. It wes about dusk when they were

ready to make their descemt., Hhy Osborn chese 1o rappel

252



down the west face of the Michete instesd of taking the
safer eastern exlt at that late bour ig oot kpewn. The west
face was a five hndred foot drop, (sborn mde the first
reppel and was e hudred feet below the ridege wher Eathy
began her rappel to joln him. IosSteszd, Eathy rappeled past
Osbarn apd fell to her death. When CGshorn could not receive
an answer to calls to bis companion, he began to call for
help.

4 daring oight rescue of Osborn was comducted by the
dearch znd Resmxe team at the monument. Later, when it was
Ruggestad that Chief Ranger Jim I[apgford's neme be submitted
for zn award for his part in the rescue, Jim declined the
nomlnetion, saying thet that was what the job of ranger s
all ahout, and it had just been part of his job. However,
in 1971, James langford received the Valor Awarmd which is
the highest award bestowed by the Demriwent of the
Interior. The award is only given on such occasions when
the recipisnts endangered their own Iives to =ave th.all.t of
another.

Ootober 25, 1970 saw ancther zecidentzl fatelity of =z
visitor to the mrk. This time it was not 3 climber but a
hiker, who had come for the weekend fran Merin County with =
graup cof other students apd their instruetors to enjoy
hiking the Pipnacles' trails. n the afterpoon of the
twenty—Ffifth, the party divided into two groups, each taking
5 different route on the High Feaks Treil. Michasel [ouis

283



Cweng anl two other boys hed stopped to rest, after which
his coppanions ¢limbed s pearby pinngcle. They then called
Orens to advise him of their location. In en attempt o
reech his coppanions, Owmens evidently fell to his death,
The marty of studepts did pot know his ct location, but

they conducterd an exhaustive search which eontinued into

the following day, rt which time they notified the super—

intemdent's office. A4 search was made by the Pinnacles
staff g Owen's body was found where he had fallen sixty
foat to his death. The Jan Benito Comty Sheriff's Office
camender the rangers for the professicnal w#ay in which they
bad carried oot the search and helped conduct the ques—
ticnimr of the witmesses thaet follow=d the recovery cf the
body.

There have been two other fatal accidents to climbers
since that of Eathy Seski in 1970. One happened on May 13,
1876 when Mitehell Haydom fram Livermore wag climbdng in
Juniper Canyon with compenions. Hewdon was an experiénced
climber, but trouble with his rope amd a lmot that had
slipped caunsed a sixty-foot fztal fall.

Co December 5, 1976 the other accidept Involved thwo
young men from Cuperting, California, sbo were climbing the
"Direct" Route Machete Ridee. Despite thedir youth they were
both experienced climbers. Frank Meyes wis leading the
pitch at the time of the accident. His companion, who had

made the glimb befors, thought apother anchor might be



nexrded ard had brought along the eguipment o install ome.
Mayes opted not to be bothered with the installatiom of the
ahchor that mght have ssved his llie. He fell to a ledge
approximately fifty festi below to his demth. Hesulting frem
the Board of Inquiry that followed the accident was the
resolution to officially request Mr. Chuck Richards, the
suthor of Honecles Climper'’s Guide to delets fram future

editiops a statement thet tends to discourage climbers from
placing additiona) protective anchors on that particular
TAite.

Hthough 1570 bad ended on g note of sadness, the year
had been one of rer::ﬁrd attendence at the mmmept wth
vigitation climhing to 166,208.

The gquestion of a rogd through the monument from Route
101 at Soledad to Foute 25 1n Bear Valley was still arcupd
in 1971, sinece the 1985 master plan mroposed it be mode a
scenic route.  The Chambers of Commerce of Hollister, Klng
City and Soledad were for the connecting road, =S were the
Doards of Supervisors of both San Benito and Monterey
Counties. Superintendent Gordon Patterson was also ln fawor
of the roed and mede many sppearances at varicus meetings in
the peighhoring towns to promie the ides. But the 1970's
was the decads when the key word wes “eoviromment,” as the
local officials found cut when they asked for public opinion

on the igsue.
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In April of 1972 a new Mzster Plan study was ordered
for Pimacles., The team conducting the study was headed by
landscape Architect A. Fonald Mortimore.

In preliminery Master Plan hearings in Hollister, it
developed that emwiromental groups were opposed ko a
thrcugh road and they gained the suprort of the public. It
was found thzt the mjordty of the public wanted +o joeep
that portion of the Finnacles undsthorbed, free fran the
intrudi g antomobile.

Yisitation to the momzpent hit an all-time high io 1971
shen 166,241 visits were recorded.

The prectice of submitting en anmial report by the
superintendents in the ¥ticnal Fark Service w3 reipnstoted
in 1272. Fourd 1in a Novarber 1972 merorandum from the
Director is the rationale behind the reenactment of that
practice. Director George B. Hart=ce, Jr. wrote:

I hawe Tong beenh aware that the Mational Park
Jervice bas pot dome all that is desireble to -
preserve 1ts own history. ¥any governmental
agencies mintein historical offices for this
purpcess, oot only for antiguwarlan jnterest it
to serve the contimiing needs of manageoment.
Current policies and decisions cannot be properly
formilated with-out reference to past experience.

The need i3 three—fold: to lnsure the preser-
vation of the recoms most significant for future
historisns, to foster the production of records
of mximm historical vzlue, and to maintain a
staff capability to prepare narmative mterial of
historical content and to provide informmtion
relating to mst activities, achievements, and
personelities of the Service.

The establishment of the Mtional Park
Service archives at the Herper's Ferry Center was
a gtep toward mestiog thess needs. As another, I
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am reingtitnting the anmml] report of the
Director of the MNetionepl Park Service, discon-
timied in 1964, and asking for a superintemlent's
annual report for each park. « - -

Finslly, I am establishing a smll unit under
the supervision of the Chief Historian to carry
cut the following responsibilities:

before disposition of official records to the
Federzl BRecords Centers, +to identify those
records juiged by tHe Mational Park Service to be
most desirghle to preserve  for  historical
purpeses and to work with EBecords Center
Officials to insure presarvation.

To prepare, 1n cooperzticon with key offi-
cials, the anmal report of the Director of the
Maticnal Park Service.

To asgist Harpers Ferry archival persoonel in
collecting wmofficial documenta important to an
understanding of Maticnel Park Service history,
includimg oral history « « + .

We are fortumate that DMrector Hartzog realized that
the greservation of our historical heritage was an immortant
adjunct to the new a.pi:reciation for, and interest io, the
presermtion of o paturel resources. The reminder of the
information for the 1970's was taken from the superinten—
dent's annual reports, unless ctherwise stated.

In 19‘& the Vigitors Center received pew displays and
an "oren house" was held on March 1, a5 part of the Mational
Park's Centennial. Bear Gulch Trail, started early in 1971,
was finished and was dedicated on June 8. IFedestrians had
always bad to hike up the road; now they had s esafe and
attractive tmmil. The moment’'s Matural History Associs-
tion became affilisted with Soutbwest Parks and Monuments
Asgocdation in this year aleo.

1972 =aw  twn new permnent full-time G55 Park

Technician positions allomted +o  Plonacles, for  fes
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collection amd protection activities. This raissd the
nurber of permnent pasitions to 11.  Two new trail puides
were published: a geology guide to the Copdor Gulch Tradl,
andi o plant gride to the Bear Gulch Trail. The rozds and
parklng area on the east side, samd the west side entrance
road, were resurfaced. A &foct chain 1liopk fence wmas
ceonstructed around the Chalope Creek Maintenapce Area to
prevent recurrence of a bresk—in god theft of tools end
equipment eariier in the year. In Octoher, Superintendent
Gordon Patterson trapsferred to the position of Park Safety
Fficer at Lake Mead Mationprl Recresational drea.

In Jammary of 1974 Eothwel]l P. Eroyles, Chief of
Interpretation and Resource Mamagement =t Organ Plpe Gactus
Mationel Mongmnt, trazosferred to Plnpacles as Superinten—
dent. The President's "back-to—school" program was Qtilized
in the hiripng of six intermittent bilinpual Park dides who
were selected at San Benito Joint Union High School in
Hollister. Thess yvoung pecple had fto be willing fo use
Smnish as well as foglish, amd were reguired to wear
miforms. The first self-euiding nature trail for the west
side was instigated, with the momiment's first biliogual
trail guide. Ip Muy, two miles of the old Pinnacles road
from the green rock quErry to the Hlconies ares was
converted o trail use only. This road had been closed to
7isitor wehicles for several years, but oomtimed to be used

by government wehicles.
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A severe stormm with snow and sleet in late Decamber aod
early Jammry aof 1274 clossed the momment for several
days. This storm did svere damage to the ks in the
Malone and Bear Gulch drainages and the chaperral
throsghout the momment, clasiog =ll tralls for several
weels ., |

The burning of solid wste in the mommment dry lapd-
fill on Chalone Creek was ended in Jenwiry, and in Febmary
the lapd-fill was closed by comtracting for garbage removal
to County aprroverd land-fills.

The Pinpacles lamd & Cattle Co. a2gein proposed to miild
ard operste campgrounds and to provide vialtor use facili~
ties for Iease to the NBS alopg lines pericdically proposed
since 19649.

The redescription of the one clerk—-typist G5—1 positicn
to Secretary G55 was apmroved in Decepber.

At the begioning of the 1974 fire season, two old slip—
on  pumper wunlts pmrevicusly intended for dispossl were
reconditicned and put in ose as a tamporury fire truck.
Both units, one a 50 galion capacity amd the other with 100
callon capacity were mpunted together on a ome ton four by
four truck. Thege combriined units performed excepticmglly
well on the Romo fire and added greatly to the monument's
limited ®uilding fire protection. There were w0 range
impraovement control burns on the monument's boundary in

15874. (ne was the Bomo burn on the soatheast flank of the
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mommeent, and it escaped and barned 950 acres in the
momument. & wildfire on the (bndor Guleh trail in August
Ixirned approximately one acre and was protebly caused by
youngsters playing with metches.

The mmment's proposed Maﬁter Flan was released to the
public in May followed by public meetings :.u the commmities
of Hollister amd Soledad. Mijor portions of the new plza
that received public endorsement were: (1) Mo through road;
{2) retention of Bear Gulch Dam; (3) remval of wvisitor
facilities to the momment's boundaries, amd (4 day use
only and establishment of shuttle systems. In March, a
housa hearing on Pinpacles Wilderness was held io
Washington. Acreage recanmendations by the Service were
10,880, up fraom mrevicus  reconmendrtions of 5,330 acres.
Superintendent Broyles made a map presentation to the House
Interior and Insular Affairs Coomdttee outlining the edmin—
istration's proposal and discussing its relationship to
resent and future develoment of the monument for v:i.éitnr
use,

The momment's MNatoral Resmurece Management Plan wes
canpleted and submitted to Regleon for review and camment in
Angust.

Sizxteen work—study students fram West Valley College
worked ag ¥V.I.P.'s on weekends and bolidays, assisting the
rangers in  Interpretive, informetion amd protection
services.
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Visitation dropped in 1974 about 13 percent fram the
previons yepr snd wes especially low Janmuaty through Merch
due to imd weather and the fuel crisis.

1875 was a productive year. Many projects were made
mossible through the mmaopower provided by such training
Irograms ss CRTA, AWARE and NYC.

A new permanent Park Technician position was filled in
Febrmary of 1975, bringing the total ommber of full time
peaitions to 12. Three of the permanent positions were
asgigned to the west side of the monument: {district
ranger, park techonician, amd meintenancemsn).

The Bear Guich Visitor Center was enlarged by canbining
the mulding's sapa.rﬁte rooms for exhibits, storage and
informetion into one, doubling space for visitor uss,
Cheparral's Rapger Station was also improved for visitor
service by replacing double garage doors with a single half
Elass door amd large winpdow. '

Bilingual nature walks were inatituted 1o }hrnrh by
Spanich-epeaiine Mark dides. Two of the gix hilingual Aide
positions were reassigned to the Wegt District upon becaning
vacant and were filled by high school students from Soledad-
Gonzles High School.

In October Plooacles participated in the San Benito
County Feir for the first time with an exhibit as part of
the mmment’s BHicentennial ProgTam. With a bicentennial

grant of 51,000, District Eaoger ERasp started the area’s
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first Exvirommental Education Program. Again, many wvaluable
hours of mnﬁjuer were contribtmted two park operation by
work-stirly students frop West Valley College.

Plannipg began in December for manggement of the
momment's chaperral ecasystem through use of prescription
burning. Profesenr Harold Biswell of the Uhiversity of
California at Berkeley began g plan for reintroducing fire
a5 a management tool 2t Pionacles. Fires in the monument
mere: one twosacre fire above (halopne Creek Cimperound in
Jume, ard opne range imrovanent fire on the ooundary in
Mgy, The 2,000 acre burn gave an cpportmity for the
training of & fire team of five monument aoployees.

Construntion oo the proposed Juniper Caoyon Trail was
started in Febrnmry. The Bear Guich trail was maintenanced,
five coocrete bridge atutments were venesred with rock, and
retaining walls reestablished. Improvement was made on the
Bear (fulch Caves ifrail bw an BIC crew.

Important boundary changes were comidned with Wilder—
ness planping in one piece of legislation by Congressman
Burt Taleott. Final review of the new Mister Plan's
Enviroomentzl Statement by the public wmEe completed 1n
December, the draft for the Bescurce Manogement Plan went
through regionsl review and was scheduled for public review
eirly in 1978.

During 1876, the 200tk anniversary of Indepemience,

little Plonnacles contiousd develcpipg in many directions.
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Blcentennial activities Iocluded an exhibit in the
Salinas Valley Feir amd the hosting of the Bicentennial
play, "We've Come Back For A Litfle Look Arcemd” st Dunne
Fark in Hollister.

Twc mintenance and one park ranger positions were
Upgraded to WL~3, WG-10, and GS-9 respectively. Two pew 130
day seaspnal positions were established.

Interpretive cmiects incpeased 103 percent over 1575
and sactivities increased to ipnclude the popular "Soakes
Alive!' deppnsirations. Weekend and boliday help was agzin
contributed by 20 students fram West Valley College.

Dr. Biswll’'s Chaparral Fire Ecology Ressarch Program
wasd reviewsd apd fimalized in May. BHo wildfires cecurred
diuring 1976, but amployees did respord to ane fire oufside
the romment's east bamdary. Cne 1,400 acre range improne—
ment fire on the mnument’'s boundary in May igvolved
training of 2 fire teem of four empl oyees.

Trainimer aod equipment aids for Search and Réscue
received more attention with the occurreosce of two rock
climbing fatalities, {(the first since 1970).

The 1.2 mile Juniper Canyon trail was codanpleted in
Jime. HEshabilitetion af the badly eroded beckeountry frzils
was Started in December, and frails through the Balconies
and Bear Gulch Caves areas were raised out of stream beds by
MYC groups franm BEollister and Soledad. Concrete amd asphelt
wter crossings were removed from the 0ld Piopacles trail

pricr to the aren becaning willderness.
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In Aswgust, & 4060 ton rock failure in the narrow
canyon between Bear Gilch Cave and the reservoir blocked the
upper Mosez Sgrings and Bear Gulch frajls. A report recon—
menoding remowal of the remeining B0-100 tons of unstable
rock was made by Regional Geologist Gerry Witukli and
consultant Michal Bulmovansiky. The ocperztiop ipvolved
erramganents with Yosemite for twoe experienced trail
mintenancemen, Jim Soyder and Rill Gorgas, to undertake
dropping the rock. 4 siz mn crew worked through November
to ¢lear the area god remir the trail.

October 20, 1974, President Tord signed into law,
HR-13160, and OCmeiles Wilderness Bill that establighed
12,952 acres of wilderness within the monupent. The Bill
also autbarized boumdery changes that added 1,717.9 acres of
private Jlands to the mmment. Thig brought Pinnacles!
aereage o 18,215.87 acres.

The pew mster plen was approved by the ERegionmal
Tirector in April, and the Matural Hascurce hh.nagment- Plan
w25 apmoved by the Hegional DMrector in April.

Febrnuary 1977 saw permnent full time positions at
Mnnacies lnereased from 12 to 14 by the comversion of twa
less~than—full-time mintepance worker positions through the
Bicentennial Iand and Heritage Act. The Superintemdent's
pEition was redescribed end nperaded to GS5-13, epd the
position of Chief ISEM was also redescribed epd approwved for

upgrading to GE-11 in December.
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Visitation toc the momment incressed slightly although
camping decrezsed, possibly due to the severe drought
throughout California. The Snakes Alive demonstration
contimiad to bs popular, as did rock c¢limbiog. There were
two serious accldents, pelther rﬁsultin._g in fatalities
however.

The Chaparral Flre Ecology Hesearch program involving
prescribed burning was in its second year ip 1977, and was
plagued by drought and the inflexibility of the 180 day
limitation an the Porestry Techonician positicoon. Out of &
projected 800 acres, 113 were burpred during Febmary aid
Mirch along the ridge system of the high peaka.

Two trall bridges were coostructed during the year, one
on the 0Old Pinpacles Traill and ancother a2t the Besr Gulch
Picnic area. Improvement of the Balconies caves trail
continued by the Wil participants from Soledad. A three man
orew and anjmal packer started work on the High Peaks trail
again in December. CETA contimued in its third year of
providing maopower to the moment, and & new (ETA
engineeringp—drafting aid position was approved for the
momment. In August, Flonacles was selected to participate
in President (arter's pew YACT progam for unemployexd youth
of the camtrrv. A3 a satellite cperation of 3 200-enrollee
non~resident camp beadqmmertersd at Golden Gate, Finnacles
was to eventually have 50 enrollees and 36 staff positions.
Two laml parcels totaling 620 acres of inboidings on the

East Side were purchessd in Bovanber.
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The only fire of 1878 was a suspected arson on Highway
25, which Wmurned approximately 26 aores of monument land as
well as HM land zod private property. The fire broke oot
on July 19 amd was contained esst of Route 146G on July 22.
Toe three year old chaparral fire ecolory research program
made no beadway in 1978 doe o weather and lack of
personnel .

The first 16 YACC enrollees beopap working at Pinnacles
in Janmary. Two work leaders, Joe Morris and Lisa 3mith,
were hited from HES tradl crews, and in February the Work
Ccordipator position was fillled. A scarcity of funds for
YAOC projects limited what could be campleted by the crews
that vear, and moraie of both staff apd enrnllees went down
with a freeze on néw hires in Cotober.

A 30-foot bridge, and cother muintenance amd constroe—
tion projects, were cappleted by YACC and CETA crews as well
as park amployees.

In ¥»tvh a 180 acre marcel on the west side r.:rf the
Enament was acquired from Jobo A. Brossesu.  (Condemation
proceadings were filed on land owmed by larry Wilson aod in
Hoverher on 120 acres on the east side owned by Albert
Engen.

Plaps for closing the two East Side Campgrounds on
helone Creek were coompleted in [ecember following the
iesvance of a press releass anncancing the closure for
January 1979 and the opening of the new privwate camperound

at the mmeent's Fast Entrance.
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Pinnacles mrticimtaed in the Szn Bspnito County Malr
again io 1979 with & booth fezturing ths "“'Spakes Alive"
damuostration. A Wildflower Festival wags held in April, and
a celebratlon of Spanish Beritage week in September.

Momiment persommel hapdled 15 search amd  rescue
missions during the year. The m:-mmani: wes abls to upgrade
the mearch and rescue equipment caches with regiooal reserve
roney. Workdng relations amd training were establiished with
the Air Hesoue Unit at lemyore Nawval Alr Station.

Training for the mmment staff took place during three

mrtual aide suppression fires locstsd pear the boundary.

Two fires ocourred emrly in the season before CDF crews were
at full stremgth, The Chamrrel prescribed burning program
wme surcessiul at last in its fourth year with 17 prescribed
fires burpning 538 acres. COne fire in cooperation #ith HIM
pravided excellent training in use of large crows and
technical fire equipment.

Special fumis were mrovided for handicaDped anceés to
the Condor Gulch restroar and the DBear Gulch Visltor Center,
and work wes started in August, iovolving YAQT apd mainte—
nance forees.

4 fourth +rail bridpe was completed at the Chalone
Creck Anpex and two additional bridges were started on the

Bench trail.
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. Pimarles' valurble YACC proeram was in its second year
in 1979 and duripng that sear it provided work mojects
valued at $1365,452. Im October it was necessary io inte-

grate the I6-enrollee camp with the park's Mintenance

Division wder the directicn of East Dis*l;rict Maintenanase
Foreman Apolonio Espinasa.

In ¥arch the U.3. Attorney's Office filed & teke on the
1,136 acres in the West District owned by larry Wilson, due
to a threst of developmant. The declamation of faking wes
recorded in May with the monument taWdng possessicn. This
action left only 120 acres of inkoldlogs <smed by Hapson
Parms.

A step toward implepentation of the Pinnacles Master
. Plan was taken with the opening of the private campsrowmd on
| the Fast District. As part of the Master Plan, the two

Chaione Creek Camporounds were closed to camping and
coverted to exclusive day use as of January 1975.

At the close of the 70's it was apperent that Pinnacles
Vatipnal ¥orment had beepn "put on the mp,” in the words of
Superintendent EBrovles. For three years the Reglonal
Mirector obtained a special achievement awarmd, quality
increase, or Interior Superior Performince asaerd for the
superintendept. These awards were btased on all the fzcets
of chamge: the approval and implapentation of the Mester
Plan, with its wllderness desigpation, lard acquisition and
mowing canmperounds to the private sector; the close rela~

. tiocnships with FPark neighhors amd other sapencles; the
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institution of the youth programs, which mede possible the
upgrading and rehabilitation of uildings, structures and
trails amd the conmecting of all trails with bridges, takiog
all foot traffic off the teads; the institution of Mlingual
personpoel aml services in the 1%BM division; the additicon o
waren in all divisions including the uniformed staff;, and
the Teintroduction of fire as a tool for the perpetuation af

the Chaparral ecosystom.
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Chapter 14

NATURAL, RESCIRCES

Pilonacles Maticnal ¥omment was esteblished to preserve
the wnique rock formmations that are remants af Mocene
voleanic activity, and to protect the rare botanical
specimens found there. The Plonscles emampie of the
broadlesf chaparmal ecosysten 1s the only one found in the
Mational Park Service.

The rock formaticns are in ap adwenoced stage of decon—
position, and they remresent the effects of wextberlog,
block faulting, and contimous earthgwmkes over the [astT
323,000,000 years. The strong formations are well consoli-
dated GLreceiz and are impressively large, same risiog
vertically several hupdved meters into the air,

Located on the eastern edege of the Pacifie
plate, the mpurk is an emwellent exomple of
tectonic plate mvement. The rock is believed to
have originated in the Neenach formaticn, near
Fresent day lancaster, Californis, some 195 miles.
{34 Klamters)} south of the mrik’'s pressnt
position, and then moved oorthwebd, elopg the San
Andress Fault, at g rmate of approximtely 1.5

" inches (3.8 om) per year. The helonge Creel
Fauit, located within the park, is historically
believerd to have been the mmin Iine of the San
Anfress Pault, now locafted 4 mles (5 kKilameters)
to the east.

This history of fawlting and earthquekes
has created deep, oparrow gorges shere buge
boulders have toppied from higher formmtions and
hecome wedged at various heipghts above the canyon
floor, creating the Bear Gulch and Baiconies
Talus Caves.

While the Plonacles themselves cover 10
percent af the momueent amd support little
vegetation, with the exception of lichens, scme
BQ percent of the land is aoversd with ccastal
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chaperral. Thig cemrminity wainly coasists of
specinlized plante such as Chamise, Buckbrush,
Minemnita, and invading Digger Pine, and provides
most of the shelter amd focd for the area wild=-
life. This commmity also supports the rare and
endzngzered Pinnacles Buckwheat (Erigonium
Kortonii). The chaparral is generally very deepse
axl overmture due to the lack of natural fire
cver the last 50 years.

The other 10 percent of the momment is
camposed of riparign commmities, principally an
ek, Cottoonwood, Sycamore, Digger Pine relatiop=
ghip. Plants amd apimels in this generally ardd
region are bound together by their oeed for
water, arml it is here that they find it.

The park supports a wide wariety of
[ii=T13 11 R A reptiles, hbirds, amphibians, anr
insects. Chief amng these are the Cxmst
Blacktailed Deer, PBobcat, BRaceoon, Gray Fox,
Coyote, Morth Pacific Rattlesmake, Gopher Spake,
Prairie Palccon, Tarkey Walture, Raven, and Golden
Ezgle. Infrequent sightings of Mownmioin Lion,
Bald Eapgle, Black Bear, Peregrine Faleon, amd
California Condor are reported.

Perhaps when the overcrowmding of the park is eased with the
addition of new trails, aond the avtcebile is rampved to
parking facilities away frao the prime resource areas of the
mark, scme of the infreguent sightings of rare apimls and

hirds will bercomwe more fregquent.
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Chapter 15

CULTURAL RESQURCES

When the Antiquities Act was mssed on Jume 3, 1906,
which epabled the President to set aside certzio lands and
designate thom a5 nationa)l mommepts, the Act was primarily
aimd at preservipg Indizn sites and giving legnl protection
ggainst damaging or roamving amy historical objects fram
public lands, BRecent studies have wmearthed artifacts and
other evidence that Indians my at one time hawe been more
prevelent at the Pinoacles than had ewr before been
thought,. Perhaps future iovestipation will wmeover evidence
that will mpake the history of the Indians at Piopacles one
of the importent cultural rescurces of the rark.

Archeniogice]l studies condiucted at the mmment bave
found twelve bedrock mortar sites, but mest iIodications
foint to the ares as having been used ssasonally for
huntipg, not for permanent habitation by the Iodians of the
Tegion. Two of the sites have been considered to warrant
further excavaticn, and protection by the administration.

It is felt thzt the Old Pinpicles Tredl is part of the
anrient Indian tyail, amd was later used by the Spanish.
This trail also figures in the tales of the vwwricus bandits
who uged the Pipnacles as an escepe route and possibly a
hidegut, principally of Tiburcio Vasguesz.

Besides the severzl Furopean settlements founded near
the monument, seversl hopesteads are known to have existed

within the park boundaries.
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The importance of preserviog Indian sites and culture
has iong been recognized by the federal govermment, as is
attested to by the Antiquities Act of 1506, It is mich more
recently that the recognitioon of our historical resocurces
should also receive high pricrity.

The Matiopal Bistorical Resouarces Presarvation Act, and
the Fxecutive COrder 11583, for the Protection of Higtorie
and Culturzl Properties promlgated by the President's
Advisory Couneil on Histordc Preservation (36 C.F.R. Pt.
800) contain procedures for zoning and protecting some lands
and stTuctures that do oot meet the oriteria for the
Mationzl Register of Historic Places.

Pipnacles Matiomal Momument has several ezamples of
historic architectire withdn its poundaries that seem to
Eill the criterie for noamination to the Mational Register of
Historic Pleces, as well ws other buildioes axd structmes
tirat mave mich meaning o those close to the momment, if
for no historicel reasom.

The style of mrchitecture thet ewolved within the
naticnal mrks and momuents between the years 1916 and 1942
from the calues held by the directors of the Mational Park
Bervice amrl those of lehdscape architecturs hes came to be
known as “ruestic” architecture. The exmamples of ‘rustic”
architectine a2t Pinnacles have now become one of the momu-

me0t's cultursl rescurce assets.
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The first glimpssr the wvisitor bes of PHonacles Mztional
Monument 1s from between the two green sntrance pylons near
the eastern entrance to the park. The pylons are an ezample
of whmt is meant by "mustie” architectur=. They were muilt
in 18935 by the XC. The green Wicanie rock from which they
are mide was taken from a qmrTy on the Chalone Crecek where
1 truek tredl wes being constructed to the 0ld Flnnacles
canpgrounds. The green rock that is displayed in the
entrance pylons bas come W e symbolic of Pinoacles
Maticnal Momment.

In 1941, Superintendent Eiwkdns informed his superiors
that the army had requested o purehsse 60 cubie feet of the
crushed, grees rock on which i m»mt a cannon =2t Fore
Ord. He asked mermssion o sell the rock as there was an
exceas of the mmierial, and he felt the gesture would give
quite 2 Wit of pblicity to the moDurent. Regionsl Director
{Jotm H. White) gave permiassion W ==ll the rock, hu_t had
strong objection to any publiclty on the matter. The
reasons for the cbiection to any publiicity were that it was
bighly mmsuel for soch mterial to be hauled out of a
national perk, and particularly, because the army might not
want any publicity about the purposs for which the crushed
rock was intemded. The entrance pylons are 2 dramtic use
of the synbolic green rock.

One quarter mile rmst the entrance to the somment is

found the bridge spanning the Chalone Creek. The stone
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structure of this bridpe, built in 1834, is another ¢xampie
of "ristic! architecture. ‘The stone for the bridege was
lined apd cut by the OO men, under the direction of the
Italian stone masons who were especially hired for the
job. The craftmanship of the work done on the Chalone Creek
bridge mkes it ope of the most bea.utiful exampies of
tmistie” architecture foumd at the mommment. We can see why
Suparintendent Hawkins claimed when it was built that it
would be the st beautiful beidge in San Benito County.
Probably no other bridge bas yet usurped this claim.
Although the trees and brush aloeg the creek now obstruct
the view of the stonework, B better vantage poini cgn be had
fram the Bear Gulch Trail. A closer inspection of the
structure is well worth the effort of a short hike.

We ope that sometime ir the future the entrance pyloos
and the Chalcpe Creek bridge can be addait:the]is;;tnf
nistoric structures at Pinpacles to be preserved.

The oldest buildings at Pinnecles are Building #2, Chief
Ranger's Residence, and Building #17, the comlort station at
the upper parking lot acrees fram the foot of Bear Guleh
Trzil. Both were bullt in 1928, and both are nominees for
the Maticmal Regigter. ‘The other camfort station, tullt in
1231 at the foot of Condor Gulch Trail is also a oaminee.

The rock veneered Chief Rznper's Residence was original-—-

1y 2 two rocm cabln and was enlarged in 1937. Even an
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egpert caanot tell where the addition wes made, which is a
testiminy to the skill of the stone msaon.

The area at the end of the utility read wp Condar Gulch
was the maintenance ares in the 1930's, and there were two
Bildings erectad in 1904 (an equipment shed, and ap oil and
pas house), amd the third was builf in 1835, a borse barn.
The eqripment shed was destroyed by fire in 1951, but the
Two ramining buildinogs, th;.a- storage shed (horse barn}, and
fire cache ({oil anmd s house), are naminees for the
Mational Heglster.

Another popinee for the Mations! Register is the Bear
Gulch Dam af; the reservoir abeowe the Bear Gulch Caves. This
structure was built io 1837 by the COC, but the stone facing
was npever finjished. The gtope was gtockpiled, and the
facing was finelly completed in 1576.

The one Femaiming tilding et the mnument that seems to
qmlify for nomipstion to the Maticnal BRegister il; the
Visitar Center. In 1638, when the HWlding was first
erected, it was known as the "Dwelling for Official
Visitors." At that time it contained two roams with mths,
apd each rxm bhad a fireplace. ILater it was used as the
headquarters, and still Iater, extensive inside remodeling
and an enclesed front porch enmbled it to be used 1n its
present cappeity, as en informetion center. The green rock
facing «n the bullding makes it one of unlgue architecture.

The green rock had beenr originally slated to veneer all the
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capins in the imrediate ares, but & fesred shortape of the
rock cansed the use of the rose/gray rock on the other
cabing in the arez. The rose/gray rock also more closely
resembled the surrcunding landscape. The landscape archi-
tect at the time of the building of the Visitor Center made
note af the bright grean color of the stome, but s2id he ws
sure the color would fade with weatherinz and would bhe more
harmonious with the surrounding landscape. The Visitor
Center remaing s pleasing contrast in color to the cother
uildngs.

In 1952, there was a project at Pinnacles to have more
signe—trail signs, entrance =signs, interpretive signs—and
the plans for all these signs, calling for extensive use of
the green voleanic rock for the anses of the signs, were
approved by both the Regiopmal and the Washington Offices of
the Matiopal Park Service. Bwever, the plans were oot
aprroved by the superintepdent of the park at that time,
Bussell Gibbes. M. Gibbs sinted that 2 stop sheould be put
to the use of the green wlcanic rock. Be felt that,
besides shartening the supply of the mterial, =xveszive use
of this rock would detract fran the significance of the
existing structures—ihe entrance pylons and the Visitor
Center—terause they were unigee displays of the special
rock. Be recamendad that future signs use the type of rock
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that was abupdantly found elzewhere in the park, 2nd that
would also barmonise  better with the surrounding
nackgrounds.

We cannot help kut fesl BRussell Gibhs dessrves a wote of
thapks for his stand. His forecightedness mkes o green
structures even more valuable, as well as more attractive by

cagmarlson with other structares at the mmoent.
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Chepter 16

ADMINISTHATIVE DROBLEMS

Coe of the biggest tools for avoiding administrative
roblans ip long range planping for any park ¢r monument bas
becn the YWistser Flan. The Mster Pian, or Statement for
Management as 1t is now called, iz a2 well devised cconsoli-
dation of thoughts concerning the future planping of s pmrk
fram persops in all fields of expertise. In the early days
of the Mational Park Service, these persons and the
administrator of the perk were in on the plaps for that
park. In more recent pears, the plan is presented w the
peighbors of the park in the surronpding cammmities to
receive their +views as to the future planning of (hat
mrk, These cuggestions are sericusly considered, and the
plan might be altered before finalizing. In this way, the
pablic has e say in any changes and develomments within the
neighboring rark.

The first saster Pian for Pinnacles Mational Mommment
was drawn up 1n 1933, Subsequent plans were prle-sented in
the years, 1236, 1940, 1942, 1959, 1985, and 1975.

The Statement for Management is important because it
allows the admipistration a chapce to re—evaluste the long
rangs goals of the mrk in relationship to visitor use,
facilities, ard a.r.r? bamdary changes,

Back in the early days of the monument, wher there wag

only a part time custodian, aod later, with just a part time
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custodian and one mrk ranger, tihe bhiggest problems facing
the administration of Flonacles must have heen where to get
the funding for wvisitor facilities, and bow to get the
vieitors to use the {fecilities. Punding for different
projects is still a problem, but petting visitors to cape to
the moomment has long since ceased being a ﬁmble:n. ¥isita—
tion has risen to such 2 degree, that now the admipistration
must plan on controlled use of the nmatural resourees if
those resources are to be preserved.

The wvisitor's wehicle i=s the bigpest oblem facing
mpagoment today. Thousands aof visitors to the park are
tuowned away each jyear beciuse of the limited paridog
farijities in the momment. NMinety percent of the IRM
siéaif are tied up directing traffle ingtesd of being on the
trails in dirwt wisitor contact. Even the limltsticon of
park facilities to strictly dey use (on the east side), in
1979 did oot solve the prmblgn of the automobiles, it just
redistribated them. The Bear Gulch area, and the Bear Gulch
Caves pre the met popular attraction to the visitor,
accounting for ninety percent of the east side visitor use,
leaving ninety pervent of the mark resources and the wilder—
ness practically unseen orf inesperienced by the visitor.
Bercause therse is oo pmublic transportation neatr the ezstern
boundary of the mooument, most of visitors to the momurent
arrive in private sutomobiles, apd msat of these vigitors

want to drive into Bear Guleh.
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Plans for alleviating the cvercromding problem incilude a
shuttle s systen for the visiting public; alternate trail
systems to redistribute the visitors throughout the park,
abd & shifting of emphasis to the west side of the mourent
whers public trapsportation wmuld be more readily aveilable
vie state highway 101. Ontil these plans are reaiized, the
park mansgement must cootine to find ways of meeting
present needs.

Future plans for Plonacles call for remviog the Visltor
Center tm the pewly—acquired land ao the eastern boundary.
By having ample parkdng facilities, amd the Visitor Center
located on an area of limited resources, and by having the
visitors shuitled intoc the hiph resource areas, the manage—
ment would be able to educate the vislitor better in regard
to use of the park, abd on safety measures. Perhaps this
wolld help ease another one of the major preblams facing
park management.

The High Peaks area af the mrk is probably the prime
respurce gt Pinnacles. Tat every seeson, that resares is
emdangered because of the careless wisitor act of short-
cutting on the switchbacks aon the trzils. It seems to
visitors to b2 such g minor offense to take z little short-—
cut, Wt the sl composition at Pionacles is so delicate
that the vegetation Is destroyed by the short—cutiing, and
the following winter when the rains come, the mountain is

slowly wasched away through ercsion. It is no easy thing to
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find ways to shore up the erosion on the trails, amd it is
very expensive. DBuot even the expenss would seem worthwhile
if the measures to stop ercsion were effective, and if the
visitor learned not to short-eut on the teails. It is hoped
that through more direct visitor contact and education, this
problem will be reduced greatly.

The visitor ms not been the only offemder in the short-
cutting problem. A large popalatiom of traosient feral pigs
also cut trail switchbaclks that result in the deterioration
of the trails.

The ground squirrel population at Pinnacles has thrived
with the increased visitation to the monument. It is
believed one of fthe mjor Icmtribu‘tnrs to the ingreased
poplillation amd boldoess of the ground squirrel hes been the
visitor who feeds the animsl. Throogh increased efforts of
the mark staff, the wvisltor is being ipformed of the dangers
acoanpanying the feeding of the squirrels. The .i.uc.rema in
the potential for the spread of diseasss throughout thé regt
of the anim] populations.

How to deal effectively with +the problem of the
inereased ground sguirrel population and that of the feral
pigs, and the problem of too many deer for the amount of
feml constitute angther mnagerent problem.

another problem that has zocopapied the Tise in
vizitation 1s the rise in police protection that the

adminiztration must provide for the visitor, from those who
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do pot wish to conform to the rules. 1In the 1530's there
w25 a law that oo =its or dogs should be allowed in naticonal
parks or moouments. This cansad quite 2 delicate sitwmtion
for the custodian of Pinnacles shen it was learned that cne
of the Army officers at the COC camp cemed a cat as 2 family
pet., It was finally considered that cooperaticon with the
Ay was more important than strict enforcament of the
rMles, Sioce that time the rule hes beer modified, amd dogs
and cat3 mre allowed if on leashes. An unleashed doamestic
anipal 45 2 minor, howewer frequent, violation cof the law
that the park ragger must attend to, shen the time could be
more profitably spent in positive visitor contact. FRolice
problans have risen but not in proporticn with the rise in
visltation.

Through the help of the Statement for Hanasgement, and
fulfiilment of mny of the viglitor faciliity chaopges that the
plan crtlines, it is boped that many of the admipistrative

oroblens at Pinnacles will be allevieted in the nenr future.
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Legislative History
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LEGISLATIVE HiSTORY

Proclamation of July 18, 1906

 Established Pinnacles Forest Heseﬁvg 14,080 acres.

* Proclamation Ho.:??é, January 16, 1908 (35 Stat. 2177

Established Finnacles'ﬂﬁtiuﬁai Hoﬁument totaling approximately
2,080 acres from lands within Pirmnacles Natfonal Forest

Proclemation No. 14450, May 7, 192% {43 Stat. 1919

Added spproximately 362 acres

Proclamation No. 1704, July 2, 1924 {43 Stat. 1961)

Added approximately 326 acres

Proclamation No. 1948, fpril 13, 1931 (47 Stat. 2451)

Added approximately 1,926 acres

Proctamstion Mo. 2050, July 11, 1933 (48 stat. 1701)

Added approximately 5,322 acres

Proctamation No. 2328, December 5, 1%¥41 (55 Stat. 1709}

kdded approximately 4,300 acres

- Act of Octcber 20, 1976, (90 Stat. 2692)

Designated 13,270 acres of tand within:Pinnacles National Monu—
ment as wilderness and added approximately 1,720 acres to the Monument
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Pinnaclies Superintendents

f 1. Herman Hermansen, custodian . . . . « . . . .5/25/23 ~ /15725
i
2. wWashington Irving Hawkins, custodian . . . . 9/15/25 = &/30/45
3. Frank R. Givens, custodian . « + o » o o o o T/0M45 < 3/2/47
4,  Witliams H. Gibbs, superintendent, . . . . . 6/15/47 - 11/22/52
5. Ben £. Riller, superintendent. . . . + . . . 3728/53 - 4/10/5]
&y L. Earl Jackson, superintendent. . . . . . . FA19/53 - V/14/55
. 7. Russell L. Mahan, superintendent . . . . . . FF/18/55 -~ 5/17/58
: E”
- Everett W. Bright, superintendent. . . . . . 6/22/58 = 17247484
g. helyle R. Stevens, supsrintendent. . . . . . TF/24764 ~ 5/311ES
1aq, Gordon K. Patterson, superintendent, . . . . &/T/6B - T0/4/73

1. Rothwell P, Broyies, syperintendemt, . . . . . 1f6/74- present
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Organization Chart
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101
502
CETA

02
803
CETA

YACL
YACC
YACC
YaLc

900
300
CETA

1978 - 1979 ORGANIZATION CHART

Office of Superintendent

Superintendent
Secretary
Mriter-Historian

pdministrative Division

Administrative Officer
Clerk Typist
Account Clerk Trainee

1
Yuuni Rdult Conservation Corps

Work Coaordinator
Work Leader

Work Leader

YALC Enrollee (142

Epsﬁtiﬂh Lodes

Permanent Full-Time
Fermarent—-Less—Than Full-Time
Seasonal-nat to exceed 180 days
Comprehensive Employee Training Act

G5-12
Gs-03
R-41

Gs-07
G5=-02
R-31

65-0%
Wi-02
Wi-02
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04
903

0%
11
12

805
809
810
g12|
YIP

05
10
814
B1é
CETA
VIP

Interpretaticn & Resource Management Division

Chief Park Ranger
Faorestry Technician

East District

District Park TRanger

Park Technician

Fark Technician {(Bi-linguall
Park Technician

Park Aidé

Park Aid (Bi-Linguall

Park Aid (Ri-Lingual
Yalunteer In Parks (8}

West District

pistrict Fark Ranger

Park Technician (Bi-lingual’
Fark Technician

Park Aid {(Bi—Linguall

Clerk Typist Trainee
Volunteer Ifn Parks (&)

65-11
G§-U5

Gs~-09
G5-0%
65-05
G5-04
ast$-03
G3-02
65-02

5509
Gs-05
G5-04
65-02



prpm e gk

e g

Mzintenance Division

06 Ehief of Maintenance Ws-0%
CETA Braftsman Trainee =34
East Dﬁstri;E
o7 Maintenance Foreman WL-%
a% Maintenance Mechanig Wic-%
12 Mazintenance Warker Wa-5
01 Laborer Wh-03
S04 Janitar W02
B2% Animal Pagcker wE-07
818 Maintenance Worker WG-05
CETA Maintenarnce Trainee {3} r=21
CETA Maintenance Worker {3) B-34
West District

aa Maintenance Foreman WwG=-10
14, Maintenance Worker WG-A
S aborer - Wt
205 Laborer WGl ¥h-2
CETA Maintenance Trainee
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Fire Appendix

August 1931 - (Report by Jahn DRiehl, Construction Supervisor) The

fire which started on Auwgust 25 from an unknown socurce reached
the north Line of the monument and was not diverted until prac-
tically all of the newly acquired area on the north including
that on both sides of-Chalone Creek along the east side of the
monument had been burned, :

A change of the wind carried the fire to the southwest resulting
in some destruction in that area of the monument.

The major portion of the burned area was covered with manzanita
and chamise brush, but along Chalerne Creek excellient camp areas
were denuded of all brush and the scattered grove of digger pine
and pak timber.

When the fire reached the monument Auvgust 25, Ranger 7. Marcott
telephoned the sheriff of San Benito County for assistance and
about 50 mem arrived from Hollister, California and adjacent
ranches.

In the scenic portion of the monument Littie or ro damage was
done by the fire. The fire Lastetd from August 25 to August 29,
inclusive, and the estimated area burned was 2,440 acres.

Gutside of the monument it is estimated between 25,000 and
20,000 acres of heavy brush and scattered timber were de-
stroyed.

The total cost of this Tire to the Park Service was 3700.10, or
2 pEr acre.,

Part of the large expense of fighting this fire was due to the
fact that it was necessary to keep approximately 20 men onh the
fire line as an emergency crew to prevent the fire being driven
back into the monument by a change of wind and prevention of
further damage was accamplished.

Costs are segregated as follows:

Personal services 348630
Meals far fire fighters 148.00
Transportation &2, 80

Total 700,10

December 1937 - {(from Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report) The

Grassy {anyon Fire—The fire occurred om Saturday afternoon about
two o'clock, ene half mile east of the east boundary of the mon-
ument and up the ridge on gne side of Grassy Canyon and Chalone
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Creek, and burning in a northeasterly direction away from the
monument, and up the ridge on one side of Grassy Canyon. The
fire started from Logs and debris which were being burned on
private Lland adjacent to the monument and which got out of
control,

The CLC camp persopnel immediately responded to the alarm and
in iess than two hours, using 121 men, the fire was brought
vnder controt. A mop=up crew of six men was left to work on
down logs and snags for 24 hours more. .. .

Ho expenditures were made from fire fighting funds. The expen~
ditures of ranger and CEC serwvices were asztimated at 3 value of
$i01.

1938 - {from Superintendent's Montihly Narrative Report} The
following fires octurred during the month: June &; smoke seen
sbout & p.m. in Chzlone Ereek caused considerable conmcsrn., Wo
ward was available from the empty lookout, and the telephone
was oyt or order. The fire was a few miles west of the monu-
ment near Shirttail Guich. It was put out by the state crew
at King City.

Jurne 18: Chalone Creek Bridae Fire; & acres, burned about an
hour, o special damage. Qecurred on the east side of the mon-
umertt at the intersection of the Chalone Creek and east entrance
road. Caused by a small picnic fire at the edge of the grass

‘near the road, left burning by an unknown person. No trees grew

within 300 feet of the fire. Three men zssisted by one woman
put out the fire before state Tire crew responded to the alarm
and assisted in the mop-up.

June 19-20: \Upper Stonewall Canyon Fire, occurring at 11:30 a.m.
burned 375 acres. This fire gecurred ogutside of the western
boundary of the park about one half mile. It wss brought under
control about 5:00 pom. of the ninetesnth. Mop-up work continued
cntil noon the next dav.

The fire was started by a2 smoker, who claimed it was uninten—

tional, but who was connected in some way with nearby ranchers
whiz had given trouble in previocus years. The state secured a

conviction.

August 17, 1940 ~ (Superintendent’s Monthly Narrative Report} The

fire, {probably incendiary} broke cut in several places on
Chalone {reek north of the monument within half a mite of the
Marcott purchase. About 200 acres of brush and scattered oaks
and pines in rough terrain, burned in the fire close to the
monument before it was checked. State forestry crews who made
the initial attack were assisted by monument personnel. On one
o} the fires farther west, 700 acres burned before being brought
under controf.
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August 15, 1941 - {Superintendent's Monthly Marrative Heports} A
brush fire was the particular matter of importance during the
month, The fire originated outside the boundaries of the monu-
ment about two miles west of the Old Pinnacles and burned 80
acres within the monument, There was serious delay in reaching
the fire, which was in thick brush, principally chamise, and 3
stiff breegicaused it to spread rapidly. Besides monument per-
sonnel, state fire suppression crews from Pinnacles, Hollister,
Gonzales, King City, and 25 men from Gilroy ¢CC camp partici-
pated in the fighting. The fire was brought under control after
it had burned over appro*imate[y 400 acres and burned for about
0 howrs.,

September 1941 - (Superintendent's Monthiy Karrative Report) A brush
fire, north of monument, burning about 9280 acres. State fire
suppression crews and C0C crew from Gilroy controlled the blaze.

July 1, 1944 - (Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report) A brush
fire broke out cutside the houndaries on the west side, crossed
the boundary Line and burned abpout 150 acresz within the monument.

September 28, 1945 ~ (Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report) A
forest fire and brush fire started outside the monument and burpead
out of control for three days spreading toward the monument, but
stopped just short of the boundary. The total acreage burned
was about 5,000 acres. The Custodian was on the fire Line three
times to assist the California Division of Forestry.

June 1944 - (Superintendent’s Monthly Narrative Report) A small
smoker fire was discovered in the canvon on the trail Leading
to the caves. Suppression crew arrived in timg to prevent it
from gaining headway up the =teep, dry brush-and grass—covered
watls. Much of our hose was found to be too old to be used with
the new Navy fog-shut—off nozzle during fire instruction:s during
the month-

July 1947 - (Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report} Fire, repor-
ted burning on the gaves trail by a Mr. Ridiey, in controt in
seven minutes.

May 1951 - (Superintendent®s Monthly Harrative Report} CLalifornia
Bivision of Forestry has manned their Bear Valley Fire famp,
which 5 tocated nine miles from Headguarters. They can be
called on in case fire breaks out in the monument. The new
road up the west sicde of Horth Chalone Peak is now finjshed and
is a great help 4n bringing in water and supplies and relief men
to the Lowkaout.

July 1951 - {Superintendent’s Monthly Nerrative Report) Regienal
Farester Sanford visited the area on the 1Btk in connection
with the investigation of the burning of the Chalone Lookout.
At noon on Monday July 16 the {ookout building burned to the
ground and the fire spread cover Less than one fourth of an acre

- e — R aa
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before it was suppressed by the state suppression crew from
Gonzales., . . . .

September 1951 - {Superintendent®s Monthly Harrative Report) <C{ali-

fornia Bivision of Forestry conducted a controb burn in the
Farks Valley area about tws miles north of the monument. PAbout
4,000 acres had been trailed with bulidozer, and they had no
trouble,

September 1951 - {Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report} The fire

was in the récks about 500 feet {rom the Bear Gulch campground
and was out when reached by the ranger. Visitars had put it ocut
in a few minutes. The California Bivision of Forestry was noti-
fied by phone, and sent In two pumper trews and alerted the
Hollister and Xing City headquarters, This was mentioned to show
that the state was on the job as far fas fires in the Pinnacles
were concerned. Construction started on the Chalone Peak Lookout
by the California Division of Forestry and was expected to be
finighed and manned by August of that year.

August 19%2 -~ {Superintendent®s Monthly Narrative Report} Two fires

June

peeurred during the month on private lands near the monument.
Gre 300 acre fire started near Shirttail Gulch in Stonewall
Canyon and burned withind a mile or s¢ of the monument. The
ather ¢ne started onm the Gloria Grade and covered approximately
400 acres. Doth fires were handled by the state Division of
Forestry. Monument personnel were dispatched to boath fires,

1952 - A fire near the northeast corner of the monument broke
out on private land. The fire, caused by a faulty electric
company power Line, burned for twenty-four hours before being
contained, destroying several thousand acres of grain. 1 wat
another twenty=four hours before the suppression crews could
teave the fire. Monument personpel assisted the California
Division of Forestry and local ranchkers in the suppression of
the fire.

August 1958 - (Superintendent's Manthiy MNarrative Report) One man-

caused fire occurred on August 2 at the Chalone Creek campground
arga. Abour three acres were burned before it was brought under
control. Mecessary fire reports were submitted. Extreme dry
canditians prevailed, consequently, all personnel were on the
atert and all fire fighting equipment was in good condition for
instant operationd.

May 30 1959 — {Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report) One man—

caused fire pocurred near the Bear Guich campground and head-
guarters area, Almost ope acre was burned before it was brought
under control. The fire potential will be great for the coming
Season,

June, 1974 —- (Superintendent’s Annuzl Reportl Twuwo range improvement

control burns were held on monument boundaries in 1974, The
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"Romp Burn on the southwest in June escaced dand burned nine
hundred f5€ty acres in the monument. A fire tegm from the mon-—
ument tobk part. This fire raised the auestion concerning lia-
bility of the Natiornal Park Service on controlled burns origi-
nating outside of the park.

August 79, 1974 - (Superintendent's Annvat Report) A second fire in
the monument burned one acre of monument property on the Condor
Gulch trail, It was started by smokers.

June 1975 - One ?-acre fire occurred on the [slopes above Chalone
Creek Campground, probably caused by a careless smoker or young-
sters playing with matches. There was one range jmpdrovement
fire on the monument's southebast boundary in May, and 3 fire
team of 5 monument employees took part in the 2,000-acre burn,
as tratning.

May 1975 - (Superintendent®s fnnual Repart) The second year of the
chaparfral fire ecology research program inveliving prescribed
burjning was hampfered by the severe drought., ., . Burning did
take place an eleven days during February and March, {for a
total of 113 acres out of a projected &00 acrez), mainly on
sguthern exposures in varying arrangements of chamise chaparral
along the ridge system of the high peaks.

July 19, 1978 - A fire from unknpown causes, lzlthough arson was sus-
perted, broke out in the early afterngon of July 19 mear the
northesst corner of the monument next to Highwaty 25. The §
Highway 25 fire burned approximately 2,000 acres before it was
contained on Juty 22, east of Route 7146, Approximately 26 acres &
of monument tand had been burned in the neortheastern corner of
thed park. Monument and Regional personnel helped the Californdia
Devartment of Forestry in contdaining the fire.

1979 — Monument crews zod equipment helped in three mutual-aid suppres-
sion fires neac the boundary, two of them early n the season
before CBF crews were at full strength. This fourth year of
the chaparral prescribed burning program was very successful.
Seventeen prescriptions burned 538 acres in the monument. The
South Chalone prescription fire in cooperation with BLM provided
excellent training ihnd use of Large crews and technical equip-
ment; this was the first use of s helitorch.,

e e
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visitation Statistics



TILLTEE o

MONTHLY & ANNUAL TRAVEL FIGURES FOR PINMACLES N.M.

MONTH 1928 1229
January 354
fFebruary 508
March TRTE
April 1267
May 1703
Jung 926
July 1098
ALgust 905
September 1543

0drtober 457 &7 4
November 739 &21
December Z7E 319
BNHUALLY  1,.57% 10,795

MONTH 1935 1936
Janvary 347 6547
February 257 331
March 1 280 2458
fpral, 2514 3026
Mavy 3738 3204
June 2028 1411
July 1098621 1687
fugust 1350 1945
September 1492 13454
Nctober R&4 1240
Movember 1018 1063
December 475 472
AMNUALLY 17 ,A87 19.N30

MONTH 1942 19475
January LA 00
February 302 136
March S50 163
Anrii 1647 459
My . TR A0 L2
May 1725 &0
Jurne TA3 354
July B4&A 405
August 9I3 420
Santember 728 358
Detober [ TN A 00
November 1127 1224
Decemper_ _ 38  _360,
ANMEALYLY 10,371 4 ABY

1930

163
453
259

1189

21931
1457
1534
1256
1242
428
518
346

11,240

1937

52

o83
1257
4501
497
17742
2080
2049
1710
1414

P41

|

22,433

1944

127
2473
308
401

605 - .

402
330
721
380
284
227
155

LT

I, BLS

1931 1932 . 1933 1934
229 196 188 314
733 495 257 541

18g11 1872 565 1787
1900 2575 1646 2693
1573 2974 1465 463
1264 12%bbav  PPR9Te 2229
1418 1467 1356 2052
1422 879 BS7 1742
991 1226 714 1898
694 106§C 1155 1273
459 690 4699 733
156 180 627 344
12,628 14,86}1 10,278 20,228
193814 1939 1940 1941
518 . 956 382 792
552 999 S&2 722
SO 1542 2288 1890
4090 5471 4330 4743
4623 3155 3822 4161
2068 2249 2502 3263
2964 3132 2631 2687
2048 2335 2247 3082
2007 1571 2686 2964
1243 1755 1795 1343
1251 1331 1187 123
- = R . 50 253
22,775 25,028 25,182 27,131
1945 1946 1947 1948
175 757 761 1153
220 757 1030 1709
458 1320 1965 1743
702 2647 302p2 1672
605 1870 2369 3640
538 1950 1677 2098
612 1653 1836 2283
962 1523 2247 1934
1345 1554 4155 1339
815 972 941 1043
638 883 370 1239
A0s 0 H1¢ 574 ___ 478
7,494 16,298 18,328 20,331
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FMONTHLY & ANNUAL TR#VEE_EEGURES FOR PINHﬁELES H.M.

MONTH 1949 19506

January 211 438
February 824 1414
March 1122 7290
April L4577 LQ0%
May Lede Tahd
Juna 1988 2315
July ETL Y 2569
AugUsT 2563 2265

September 1897 1519
fctober 1492 1566
Movember 1111 11350
December 796 555

1951 1952

218 ¥y
1640 1369
2780 2064
L6514 4038
3383 3952
2724 2788
3051 3123
299% 3191
2183 1982
LAY 2078
1140 1953

&09 1067

1953 1954 1955

2056 1501 756
5754 3329 2541
5495 2594 3567
6612 5775 5054
5497 5754  SQ05
2813 3693 3286
2863 3532 5079
3163 1327 3518
2631 3134 2811
2100 2499 2664
1855 1579 1838
1578 627 620

ANMUALLY 26,557 24,814

27,090 28,236

——e— —r——ap-

42,199 38,4344 36,532

MONTH 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1942
January 861 1337 2107 2917 2882 3896 3640
februsey 2061 1911 2201 3459 5549 4234  314R
March 4424 4942 3703 11264 4170 8300 6560
April 5030 2069 5478 9050 11688 10539 14652
May 4844 7160 7287 8454 11032 9767 9581
June 4585 5149 5150 6040  SS7TR 4806 7011
July 3758 4245 5033 5384 4552 6113 BIS9
gt d Sl 5245 — 5030 D —
August 4245 5030 4456 6680 6692 &8I0 7222
Seotenbers 28— 3508 - AQSTE- s O SO0 B 32D ——
September 3588 4057 5048  SD0S 4888 4820 6316
October 2412 2573 4645 4622 4652  &1RS 4572
November 2§854 2745 6450 5637 3922 3940 6652

2926 3010 2436 3428 372D

December 1649 19450

AHNUALLY Rt — - —-
ANNUALLY 40,291

534,178 54,904 71,422

72,044 76,860 81,473

Sea nerk 4
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MONTHLY & ANNUAL TRAVEL FIGURES FOR PIMHACLES N.M,

1968

{SU,TET 0 BDS 15D, WPl

MONTH 1963 1964 1965 1964 1967 1969
January 4824 5756 6522 0816 G240 7132 5132
MiFebruary 7415 85623 17412 7398 15612 12562 7852
March 8P2R 11173 12569 11872 214698 188438 19808
April 19743 121346 . 12755 183830 12018 22520 24314
May 13647 124654 15521 16689 21208 169691 17798
June 820 8859 11444 9840 16788 43504 10098
July azsn 88308 9067 10546 13B44 13296 7222
August 7684 B592 8452 9332 12023 13533 12532
September 7467 7540 448 7856 7% 10799 1¢775
Qctober &402 7872 4724 8246 9275 8428 10672
November 6895 7784 624 7558 13040 9792 13032
pecember 5132] 3352 35964 3756 6061 5834 5808
ARNUALLY 97,007 103,186 118,048 117,939 160,586 153,201 147,043

MONTH 1570 1974 1972 1973 1974 1975
January 7232 11132 11938 10485 4004 10484
Feoruary 17898 15740 20931 13619 80D ani0
March 25958 15816 {zs247  [14930 8776 16736
April 18834  |26488 22216  29%027 20363 20035
May 16188 20174 16821 20290 17844 22214
June 16011 11764 920D 11056 11081 14403
duly 11972 11563 12391 11133 12101 12489
August 13980 12312 10242 13094 11793 13387
September 11924 10280 978 10340 113638 10998
Octohar 9543 14716 10816 9853 10460 12945
November 12284 12276 10529 6260 13044 12368
Becember H1462 4980 7¥ae 3568 S&38 R106
ANMUALLY 166,208 169,241 168896 155,455 138,476 162 477

MONTH 1976 1977 1978 1979
January 10500 1371 766 Y587
February 10923 16064 104656 14158
March 15116 16240 19044 20937
April 19298 20281 23429 24354
Mi¥ay 19447 18874 185463 14832
June 11039 12914 12274 9724
July 167671 13040 13723 o823}

August 14800 11404 10702 8563
teptember 11698 9728 14142 10842
Dctober 11911 101n8 12075 12054
November 10231 13787 10515 11277
December TL2S 77e0 F 7599
AN LY 46253771 545 1857 e
AEMUALLY. 142,172 1 54,401
S Th



