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"A full and accurate account of this phase of parkway his-
tory can only be produced after all relevant data will have
been extracted from the papers of Busby and Stephens. Since
Senator Harrison had some part in the origins of the Park-
way, his papers aliso shouid be looked into. These papers, I
belleve, are In the University of Mississippi Library and
are being catalogued. Senator Bilbo's papers should yleld
sgme insight Into parkway history., They now are In the
library of the University of Southern Mississippl, and also
are being catalogued.

"The essay, 'Evolution of a Parkway Concept,' which should
be the heart of the work, suffers 50 seriously from Insuffi-
cient documentaticon as to reguire redoing by an experienced
harmd. To make {t a viable work, the compiler should have
untrammeled access L0 the files of both the Service and tLhe
Department, partlculariy the papers of Secretary lckes. For
a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of the idea,
something more than & cursory logk at the Blue Ridge exper-
tence should be had. To assure. the author of a keener
appreciation of the many differing views and clashes of
opinion, he should be afforded an opportunity to interview
and In the immedigte future, Messrs. Drury, Vint, R.F. Lege,
Toelson, Truitt, Allen, Cox, Zimmer, Kahler, Porter, Young,
and Gardner. is there any likelihood that A.E. Demaray kept
a diary? If s0, it could prove valuable,

"This project has been Iin the mill for many yvears, and has
suffered because it alwavs had the lowest priorlity on every
raescarch program, Only ltittlie odds and ends of time could
be devoted to it because the research staff normally had
deadlines to meet.

"Most of the research was done by Dawson Phelps. However,
both Guy Braden and Bill Kay made significant contributions.
Dean Crabbs did the research and wrote Part 3 of Chapter XI[.
i suggest that, for a more useful story and keener apprecia-
tion of the internal development of parkway management, the
Assistant Superintendent write Part 1 of Chapter XI, and
that division heads write Parts 7, 4, 5, and 5. Cniy a
knowledgeable employee of the Bureau of Publle Roads could
write Part 7.

"I hope that the Superintendent can flind time to share his
knowledge and understanding of parkway history by dictating
his memoirs, to be the last chapter, XIl, entitied, 'Retro-
spect: 1934-1965.'"

Dawson A. Phelps
March 19565



[ THt OLD TRAIL

The Natchez Trace Parkway Is one of the units of the National
Park System, 1ts birthday {s May 18, 1938. This date represents
a climax irr the overall story or history ©of the Natchez Trace
rather than the beginning. On that day the President of the
United States signed a measure, hitherto passed by both the House
of Representatives and the Senate of the United States, creating
the Natchez Trace Parkway with the proviso that it be
administered by the National Park Service.

"Coing West'" is our national epic. During the years 1783 to
1816, whije diplomats and statesmen were argulag over our
national boundaries, pioneer homeseekers were crossing the
mountaing into the 01d Scuthwest. They settled and populated the
lands to and beyond the Misslssippi River. Within a genesration,
they had careated five new curmonwealths--Kentucky, Tennessee,
Louisiana, Missiasippi, and Alabama. All had bszen admlitied to
the Union as 5tates by 1818.

Paeopling of the Old Southwest ieft many landmarks, high points in
the histeric process which transformed a2 reglon  larger than

France from a '"Thowling wildaerness”™ to a2 ltand of farm or
plantation, village or city, trail or road, a ltand which millions
of Americans call home. These landmarks are many and various,

One of the best remembered Is the Natchez Trace, a road which for
two decades was used by the men and women who created the 01d
Southwest and made It an imperishable part of the American Union.
lLong before the white man came 1o the 01d Southwest, Indians used

the trail which was to become the Natchez Trace, Indians whe
lived in what 13 now middie Tennessee traded with tribes of the
lower Mississippi. In 53¢ doing, they beat cut a trall which the

white man found useful,

Bventually, 1t became a segment of the most important means of
overiand communication betwesen the Natlional Capital and the dis-
tant frontier outposts in Mississippi and Louisliana. For more
than two decades it was the most significant highway of the 0ld
Southwest, and one of the more important in the nation. it was
an avenue of exploration, International rivalry, warfare, irade,
settiement, and development., This oigd road, with jts distinctive
landmarks, forests and canebrakes, ridges and swamps, recalils an
early and herolc chapter in our national eplic.

Today the oid pionger road is being paralleled by & national
parkway, an elongated park wherein are preserved somée existing
parts of the old trail and many landmarks associated with events
and people who used [t during a stirring and eventful period of
American history.



Despite the color, drama, and adventure associated with i, the
Natchez Trace, except for those who lived along its tortuous
course, for a century was all but forgotten, Tennessegans,
Mississippians, and Alabamlians who had heard exciting and gory
tales from the lips of men who had adventured along the 01d

Trace, added Lo and passed them on. In such a fashion, Its
listory became a part of the folkiore of the region, but never
glicited nationwide popular interest. Singularly enough, it was

neglected by writers of western fiction and by the movies and
radio.

Other frontier roads--the Wilderness Road, the §1d National Road,
the Santa Fe Traill, and the Qregon Trail--had vastly greater
fame. Josiah Gregg's Commerce of the Prairies, narrating in a
vivid fashion the story of the Santa Fe Trall, was published In
1844, while Francis Parkman's Oregon Trall appeared in 1849.

Both were repeatedly published and became minor classics, well
krnown In millions of American homes. These bocoks, innumerable
novels, biographies, pcems, and eventually movies and television
made Incidents and personalities asscocriated with these colorful
roads familiar to even the voungest of school children.

Why then dld Congress choose Lo commemorate the Natchezr Trace
rather than one of the better known historic roads? The answer
is, as will appear later in this history, that an ambitious and
alert Congressman happened at & preopitious time to Y"hit on an
idea™ and followed 1t up.



IT MISSISSIPPI DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN
. REVOLUTION DISCOVER THE NATCHEZ TRACE

The movement to commemorate the old road began in 14805 when Mrs,
Egbert Jones of Holly Springs suggested 1o tha Mississippl
Daughters of the American Revolution at their first statewide
conference that they "commemorate the Trace' by erecting granite

markers, with appropriate inscriptions, in every county through
which {1 ran. How much of itz history was known to Mrs., dJones
and her colleagues is Impossible to guess. Perhaps they had read
{ dohn Swain's "The Natchez Trace™ In the September 1905 issue of
4 Everybody's Magazine. Since it contained preclious fittie
“histery, Mrs. Jones must have been mainly inspired by the

flambovant folklore ¢of the old road.l

Prior to this tlme, nelither article nor book on the old road had
appeared In print. Experiences of men who had made the Journey
betwegen Natchez and Nashville had cccasionally been published,
Probably the best known was from the pen of James Parton, who, in
1868, published a Life of Andrew Jackson, a chapter of which was
devoted to  the march of the Tennessee Volunteers over the 01d
Trace In 1813. The less wall known narrative of Francis Baily,
an Engllishman whe had made the same Journey in 1797, was
published in 183%6. Aside from Parton and Baily, only a few short
notices in treatlises, bicographies, or memoirs had been put into
. print. It was unknown to ths reading public and familiar to only

a few specialists working in the history of the 01d Scuthwest.

Mrs, Jonhes' idea was slow germinating. Only in 1988, after she
had become the State Regent of the Mississipp! Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution, did her ides bear tangible
fruits. Erecting the markers became an official Society project.
Simultanecusly, patriotic societies in Alabama and Tennesssse wsre
invited to participate In the project and erect similar markers
irn thelr respective 5tates.

Progress was siow, Money was scarce. It required a real effort
by the Society to raise 5230 to erect the first marker at
Natchez in 1909, Another was erected in 18910 at Port Gibson, and
still another at Kosciusko in 1912. The fourth was lgcated In
Tishomingo County in 1913 on the State line, to which the Alabama
Soclety contributed half the cost. In 1974, the Lee County
marker was erected.

Rather thopefully, Mrs, A, F, Fox of West Point, in 1918,
commented on what had been achieved.

"It reguires no stretch of the Imagination to look back upon
a Lime when the Natchez Trace was practically unknown Lo the

Y
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people of Mississippl . But with pardonable pride we

®
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clalm for the Mississippl Sociaty of the DAR the credit for
113

*

awakening general public interest ¥ 3 =,

At thls point the miid response to the marking project produced
discouragement, if not despatr, and led to a change in tactics.
The Daughters, not  vet terrified by the spectre of blg
government, turned to the State legislature for help.
Mississipp! sclons in recent years had been quite liberal in
providing funds for Civil War memcrials at Shilch, Vicksburg, and
elsewhere, The veteran vote~-~Revolutlonarvy--was not as potent as
the veteran vote--Confederate. Their reguest was spurned.

Like good "Continentals,™ the Daughters took the refusal in good
spirit, continued their effort, and succeeded in adding two or
more to the list of markers, French Camp In 1515 and Houston in
1916. During these years, Tennessee and Alabama organizations--
Daughters of the American Revolution, The Daughters of 1812, and
a2 local historical socliety--placed markers in all their counties

. except one, the lone exception belng Hickman County, Tennessee.
" Many of these markers were metal tablets, much cheaper 1o erect

than those of granite in Mississippi.

Midstream had hardly been reached in 1916, but at that point the
Daughters again changed tactics. Public opinion at that time was
precccupied with good roads. Chambers of Commerce had their
local objectives. Nationwide and state conventions were urging
and pleading the cause of good roads.

Just  who it was that suggested the new approach cannot be
determlned. Mrs. A. F. Fox signalized the change in 1916 when
she reported:

Hrast MNovember a movement was inaugurated by the Natchez
Chamber of Commerce Lo reconstruct the Natchez Trace and
make it a great highway from Nashvilie, Tenn., to Natchez
and on to New Orieans ¥ & X We were Invited % 3% ¥ to Join
in a convention, January 19, 1816, &t Kosciusko Lo organize
the Natchez Trace Association ¥ ¥ ¥ g Highway Association

was organized and a charter adopted.®

The new organjzation began & short lived campaign, and had
windshield stickers printed, besring the label "Fave the Natche:z
Trace,” which were widely distributed In MNatchez, Kosciuske,

Clinton, and elsewhere. Nothing came of the effort at the time.
The Federal Highway Ald Act of 19156 made the selsction of roads
16 be designated as interstate highways a function of the State
Highway Commissions, which were just coming Inte being. They
were disinclined to improve. a road merely Lo commemcrate (ts
history when there were insufficient funds to bulld trunk
highwayvs. Moreover, America, in 1916 was becoming more and more
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engrossed In the war In Lurope. After our entry Inte the war,
the Natchsz Trace sank into the dim background.

Undaunted, the Daughters stuck to their muskets and succeeded in
erecting a single marker, Jefferson Lounty, near the site of 01d
Greenville, in 1920. Then followed a2 six-~year lull. A new burst
of energy resulted In placing three markers in five years, 1926
to 1938, in Hinds, Prentiss, and Madison Counties. In the
depression vyears of 1932 and 1933, the markers in Pontotoc,
Webster, and Leake Countlies were erected.

When the last marker, Leake County, was dedicated in 1933, it
must have seemed to the "Daughters" that their work had been
done. These inscriptions which they had had incised into stone
or moulded into metal would remind each new genesration of the
Natchez Trace and of the heroic deeds of the men who had traveled
its tortuous course.?

Newspaper publicity and dedicatory addresses did create public
interest, and guite possibly were the sparks that led Lo serious
study of the history of the Natchez Trace. Between the vears 1915?
and 1926, four artlcles appeared in local historical Journals and i

one In a scholarly publication with nationwide c¢lrculation. i
These did much to dispel the fog of myth and tradition which had
enveloped the old road. Collectively, they provided a solild

foundation for & sericus search for the truth about the old road
and for its significance in the larger history of the region and
nation. Also, they served as a point of departure for an
increasingly large number of news stories and feature articles in
Sunday supplements, and for talks to patriotic societies and
clvic organizations.

In such a fashion the Misslissippl Daughters of the American
Reveoliution, by giving wide currency to the story of the 01d
Natchez Trace, unknowingly planted the seed from which a national
parkway grew.

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
NATCHEZ TRACE MARKERS IN MISSISSIPPRI

County Near Late Erected
Adams Natchez 1949
Claiborne Port Gibson 1910
Attala Koscliusko 1912
Tishomingo Tishomingo 14913
Lee Tupele 1813
Choctaw French Camp ig15
Chickasaw Houston 1916
Jefferson Gid Greenville 1928

Hinds Clinton 1926
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Prentiss
Madison
Pontotoc
Webster
lL.eake

Marietta

Cld Madisonville
Belden

Mathiston
Thomastown

ITwty

1927
1428
1932
1933
1933



I1T  PAVE THE NATCHEZ TRACE

Of the several Daughters of the American Revoluticn marker
dedicatory addresses, the most signiflcant was thai made by
Thomas A. Balley, Tater Governcer of Mlississlipp!l, In January 1932
at Mathiston, Ned Lee, the editor of the Webster Progress, was
present and became interested. Soon thereafter, he suggested
that Jim Walton, an itinerant plano tuner, amateur journallist,
selif-styled colonel, and "International Hobo," devote his talents
to the Natchez Trace "to substantiate its actual route and a

study of Its history In that part of Mississippl.V This Walton
did in a column, "Bits and Tidbits," which was . well recelved
locally.3

In August 1433, Waiton called on Congressman Thomas Jefferson
Busby of the Mississippl Fourth District, at Houston, described
the Daughters' recently completed marking program, and suggested
that he "% 2 X intrpduce a bill in Longress for a survey of the
01d Natchez Trace * ® 2.0 Wwalton frankly expressed little hope
of such a bill being passed by {ongress, but he thought it would
be a pleasing gesture to the "ladies of the DARY and that they
were entitled to this recognition for the work they had done.b

Busby thereupon became interested and called on the Library of
Congress for information on this famous old road, He was not
disappointed. That great repository furnlished maps, documents,
fetters, hooks, and pertodicals-~a small library. After poring
over these materials, he soon <¢ame to the conclusion that the 01d
Trace possessed greater historical significance than he had
suspected and resolved 10 seek legisiation to restore and pave
thhe Natchez Trace. Such a proposal was certaln Lo appeal to
Mississippians. It promised to bring money into the state at a
time when every community was eagerly seeking projectis T4 pUY the
unemplioyed to work.

Moreover, the moment was propitious. Congress had provided, by
the National Becovery Act of June 1933, for a comprehensive
system of public works embracing highwavs, parkways, and other
usaful prejects. Thereupon, both Congressmen and local officials
began an eager search for projects, any kind of project that the
Public Works Administration would approve, which would create
local payrolls and pour money Into states, counties, or c¢cities,

Bushby then Tet kis home folks know that he intended to introduce
his bil1l iInte the next session of Congress and that he would need
enthusiastic popular support. Commenting on this matler vears
later, he humorously remarked, "We needed somebody to whoop and
heller."
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The response was gratifying. Leaders of opinlon formed local
groups to support their Congressman. Encouraged by the success
of his coliumn angd fortified by the knowledge of Busby's
intention, Walton appointed himself to be "Organizimg Director®
of an Imaginary organization, the Natchez Trace Mititary Highway

Association. He issued a call for a meeting Of representatives
from patrictic societies, counily boards of supervisors, and
cthers Interested In history and good roads to meet in  dJdackson,
Mississippt on January 10 and 11, 193%, to create a permanent
organization whose stated purpose was Lo pressure Congress Lo

raebuild the Natchez Trace as a military hlghway. s

He announced through the press that Governor Mike Connor, Senator
Pat Harrison and Congressmen from Mississippi, the heads of Lhe
Departments of Archives and History of Alabama and Mississippl,
the State Librarian and Archivist of Tennessee, and many others
Interested In the historical preservation movement would be
prasenl. As a finale, the super-imaginative Colonel promised a
banquet and ball with Senator Harrison and the actress Tullulah
Bankhead leading the grand march,

Despite the fallure of the celebrities Iinvited by the
grandiloguent ex-plana tuner to appear, there was a large turnout
in Jackson on Jarnuary 10. Every county through which the Trace
ran was represented, as was the National Park Servica, The
Colonel presided and addresses were made by Mrs., A, L. Bondurent
for the Daughtiers of the American Revolution, E. 7T. Winston of
Pontotoce for the press, and others for their communities. Among
those attending the meeting were Mrs. Roane Fleming Byvrnes of

Natchez and Ralpgh L. Landrum of XKosciusko, who were destined in
the vyears to come Lo be tremendously effective organizers of
public support for the Natchez Trace Parkway. The Mississlippli

lggislature appeared en masse at a night session, and the next
day wunanimously passed a Joint resoiution requesting Congress Lo
appropriate funds to pave the 0ld Trace.

Before winding up business on the third day, the group perfected
a permanent organization with the stightly ridiculocus name, the

Ng&gﬁez _Trace Ma%ttary Highway Asscciation. Later, under a
simplified name, the ©Fgasizition was to play a useful role in
keeping the project before the public. Busby now had not only =a
areat many Influential Mississippiansg but also the entire

membersnip of the 3tate legisiature '"to whoop and holier. Vb

Assured of popuiar support from Alabamsd and Tennessee, and having
secured the approval of {ongressional colleagues, Congressman
Busby, on February 14, 1934, introduced two bkills inte the Houss
of Representatives,. The first would authorize the appropriation
af
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¥ a  sum not exceeding 554,000 tc be used by the
Departmeant of the Interior through the Natlonal Park Service
with which to make 2 survey of Lhe 0ld Natcher Trace. L
with the objective of determining matters concerning the
conzstruction of the Natchez Trace Parkway.?

The second would authorize an appropriation of %25 mitlion to
construct the Natchez Trace Parkway.

Speaking Iin support of these measures, he narrated briefly the
story of the road, «described Jts Jocation, and explained how
important it had been during the War of 1312, The nub of his

argument seemed to be that, slince the old road had so much
historical importance, tLthe Federal Government should rebulld it,
and that it would be Yan advantagesus and usefu) investiment by
the National Government for all the people.®

Congressman Busby further observed that his proposal has a wide
measyre of public support from the people back home.
¥00% % pnusual interest (s being manifesied in the bullding
of a national parkway by the Government, Natchez Trace
organization having been perfected in almost avery county
through which the Trace passes; ® X 3

Five days tater, Senator Hubert D. 5tephens, at Busby's request,
Introduced an identical bil} into the upper House. Both bills
were referred to the House Committee on  Rosads, The Chairman,
Wilburn Cartright, thereupon scheduyled a hearing, which began on
March 5, 1934, and lasted for two days. Busby explained the
purpose and scope of his propoesal and ably defended it before g
not unfriendly committee. He set forth the story of the old road
and explaimed i1ts historical importance. He then suggesied that,
if improved with Federal funds, the old road might regain
its importance and become a part of a national road systen. Buy
why begin with the Natchez Trace? Busby was frank., He said:

It is a scenic highway, but tt alsc is & utitity
proposition, a project of great usefulness ¥ ¥ ¥, People of
the country must find the best way they can from New
Jrieans, Baton Rouge, anag points In Texas acroess Lo

Mashville, Paducah, and other sections of the North and
East; but there is no system of roads that is adeguate Lo
this particular territory and there is not likely Lo be any
for many vears 1o come. 9

Toe lend added support, Busby persuaded the two Sesnators from
Mississippl asnd ten of his House colleagues, Including the
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DemoCratic Floor Leader, to support his measure. Further support
came from the testimony of slx Mississipplans, among whom wers
Mrs. Edith Wyatt Moore of Natchez and Mrs. J. $S. Mayfield, who
had appeared before a Jjoint session of the Misslissippi Senate and
House of Representatives on January 10, 1934, A1l the witnesses
generally amplifited and corroborated Bushy's estimate of the
historical significance of the 0id Trace. Senator Harrison's
testimony reinforced that of his colleague from the House of
Representatives,
¥R X the people of My State are deeply Interested In  this

proposed legislation. They are interested not only because
of the commerclal benefigs & ® 2 put 2130 because it will
mean the markKing of a very historic trail.lid

To Congressman Russell Eizey from Mississippi, the Ygood roads”
aspecti was paramount. He salid:

First [t s important % % % as it will expedite motor
transportation from the Southwest and the South Lo
Washington, and will fagilitate the transportation of tLroops
and raw materials of all kinds * % %, This project % % ¥ |s
a typical Public Works project of this administration. it
would put many men 1o work on a worthwhile oroject. 1l

After committee approval and passage by both the House and

Senate, the bill authorizing the survey went to the Bureau of the
Budget for an opinion. The Secretary of the Intericr, Harold
Ickes, reported the meaasure to be "not in accord'" wlith the

President's program and advised a veto.

The White House iInformed Sepator Pat Harrison of ths proposed
action, and he in turn notified Busby, then sojourning In
Mississipptl, The ever-diligent Busby hastened fo Washington and
arranged for a meeting on May 19, 1934, with President Roosevelt.
Congressional delegations from Miasissippi, Alabama, and
Tennessee answered the summons of thelir collieague from
Mississippi Lo support Yhis bill." Harrison, by common consent
it seems, begame tLhe spokesman. Neither 1s 1t known what he
sald, nor s it particularly Important. As Chalirman of the
Senate Finmance Committee, he, aven Lthough he had 1ittle sympathy
with some of its measyres, was iovally supporting the
Administration. His centinued support was sssential.lz

Possibly tess impressed by the merit of the proposal thar his
need for Harrison's continued support, the President agreed to
withhold his veto.13 He advised the delegation that {t would not
be necessary Lo reguest an appropriation, and subseaguently
directerd that the survey be financed by arn allotment from the
1635 National Park Service's Raoads and Trazails appropriation.it
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This action, by which the Governmenl of the United States assumed
a highly tenuous conditional obligation to provide the miliions
necessary for the creatlon of & unit of the National Park System,
is almost without parallel. Except for the Blue Ridge Parkway,
vears of agitating and campalgning usually had been necessary
before Congress could be persuaded even to conslder adding 2 new
unit to the National Park System.

As matters then stood, there was no assurance that the project o
restore the 0Old HNatchez Trace could or would be carried out.
Since Congress did not authorize any appropriation to construct
but only to survey and to determineg Its feasibility, it seems
clear that the leadership had decided to wailt the outcome of the
investigations which the National Park Service and the Bureau of
Public Roads began In 14§34,

Moreover, the sponsors well knew that the Chief Executive could
not, by allocating public works or relief funds to begln a
preject, commit the Federal Government tc Its completion. As a
matter of fact, two presidentially favored projects, the Florida
shipg rcanal and the Passamagueddy tidal power development, were
already under severe attack, and eventually were killed by
fongressional opposition.

Today the dreams of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the
imagination of "Colonel! Walton, the vision of Susby, Stephens,

and Harrison are taking form. Archecicgists and Historians have
searched the past, others guard the azalea, the dogwood, and the
oak. Engineers and their bulldozers wilil in time complete a

modern parkway so that you may see and feel a portion of this
country in much the same 1ight as did yvour forefathers.
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1V THE NATCHEZ TRACE ASSOCIATIONS

In the fall of 1933 a movement was begun in Mississippl for the
organization uf a Natchez Trace Association.lb Ay its first
meeting In Jackson, Mississippi in January 15834, an organizatlon
was effected and officials were eslected., Affiliated with this
state organization were_county units, one for each of most of the

Mississippi counties through which the 0ld Trace passed, and
state organizations for Tennessee and Alabama.

Passage, in May 1934, of the act of Congress authorizing the
survey of the Natchez Trace was followed, on June 10, 1934, by a
reorganization of the Natchez Trace Asscciation in Mississippi,
this time on a more permanent basis. It was an amorphous,
shadowy organization through which a small group of adent and
knowledgeable people worked for a single aim--~"a paved road from
Nashville, Tennessee, to Natchez, Mississippl.” The scle purpose
of the Matchez Trace Association 18 to sponsor the memorlalizing
of the Trace and the construction of-a parkway zlong its route.
The membership embraces the members of a2ll civic or patriotic
groups interested in the 01d Trace on sentimental, patriotic,
historic, and economlic grounds. it Is this Jatter interest which
sets the Natchezr Trace Associations apart from all other crgani-
zations interasted In the Natchez Trace.

While many people, some prominent in local and $State affairs,
paid dues and took some part in assocliation affalrz, iis more
effective work in the early vears was done by four Natchez Trace
enthusiasts, They gave freely of their time, talent, and consi-
derable influence to this self-imposed task. It was In large
part due to the behind-the-scenes activities of Mrs, Ferriday
Byrnes of Natchez, Ralph Landrum of Kesciuske, P. M, Estes of
Nashville, and Paul Coburn of Tuscumbia that the movement to
establish the Natchezr Trace Parkway succeeded. Except for some
coordination by Mr. Landrum, these pecple, each in his or her
State, worked almost [ndependentliy but along parallel iines,
Except for a few hundred dollars for postage, travel, and cleri-
cal help, they paid their own travel and asked no other reward
than satisfaction in a Jjob well dona.

Mrs. Bvyrnes became president of the Mississippi Natchez Trace
Association in 1934--a vantage point from which she conducted a
marveiously effective prometional campaign. As a behind-the~
scenes opperator, she made excellent use of & unigue tajent for
friendship. She entertalned the great, the near great, and mere
namedroppers In her home and at the Natchez Pilgrimage functions,
always making the point that these delighis would be available o
innumerable others 1f only the Natchez Trace Parkway were

V-1



completed. She had organized many civic enterprises in Natchez,
and, &long with Mrs. Balfour Miller, was largely responsible for
the success of the Natchez Pllgrimage, a cooperative enterprise
in historic preservation which gained national attention. Her
dream was not merely Lo ss2e Natchez become the terminus of a
paved road, Eventually, she developed a broader concept and =a
keen appreciation of its history, and saw in the parkway, with
its frontier associations and interpretive developments, a
fitting Introduction 1o the glories of antebellum Natchez.

She assiduously cultivated U.5. {Longressmen and Senators, State
officials, governors, legislators, and highway commissioners--—
anyone who might support the Naichez Trace Parkway., Editors,
novelists, poets, artists, historlans, and hack writers a11 sat
at her feei, Udrank moonshine and ate meat icaf,”™ and lteft her

presence convinced supporters ¢f the Natchez Trace. Scribner's
published & Natchez Trace editicon of Stark Young's $So Red the
Rose. Eudora Welty did her part in The Robber Bridegroom,

iLesser writers laid the scene of thelr novels In Natchez, and as
a matter of course, touched on some phase of Natchez Trace
historyy while others trooped their fictional charagters through
primeval foresis, waded them through dreary swamps, hid them in
caves, and threatened them with robbers and Indians,

Mrs, Byrnes was equally effective in & guite different sphere of
activity, she aorganized and promoted rallies of Trace
supporters—-—annuail meetings of the Natchez Trace Association.
Here, dlstinguished public figures extolled the glories of the
Trace while those who administered parkway affairs detailed the
preceding vear's achievements. Committess presented sonorous
resoliutions which made those who voted for them feel as If  they
were partners In a great enterprise.

With & keen appreciation of spectacle and drama, Mrs. Byrnes
organized appropriate gala celebrations to c¢all public atiention
to specific events. Thus at Lanton, the Governor of Mlssissippi
turned the first spade of scil to mark the beginning of parkway
construction. On ancother occasicon she induced high officials of
the Mexican Government Lo vislit Natchez to promote the ldea that
the parkway might become a 1ink in a great highway connecting
Washington, D.C., and Mexico Lity.

The commemoration of the completion of the parkway road betwsen
Jackson (Ridgeland) and Kosciusko in 1952 was the ocgaslion for
arother of these affairs; speech making and rejoicing, a ribbon

cutting, and a parade characterized the occasion. Leading the
procession was a bevy of hoop-skirted Natchez besiles riding in a
ox-drawn vehicle, followed by a similar bevy [In contemporary
costumes i apen convertibles. This tableau symbolizing tithe
progressicon from frentier trail to parkway was merely gne of the
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. attention-drawing devices concelived by Mrs. Byrnes and her
assocliates. All were apt, 1In good taste, and produced good
pictures and good copy--a public relation man's or woman's dream.

HMow or why Patrick Mann Estes became interested in the Natchez
Trace and constituted himself a one-man Tennessee Natchez Trace
Azsociation will never be known. President of a great ipsurance
company and a man of wealth, inclined Lo regard all New Deal ptro-
jJects as wasteful, and so far as is known having little interest
in historical restoratlon, [t is strange that he did Interest
Wlimself and devote considerable time and effort Lo promote the
parkway.

At first he had no idea of what a parkway might be and thought
that merely to pave the Trace, eliminating a few crooks and
turns, would be a fitting memorial, It would be cheap and
Tennessee would get some portion of the funds which the New
Dealers were wasting on ill~conceived useless projects.

Tennessee, as he once remarked, had a more highly developed
public road system than ¢id Mississippl. There was a paved road
south from Nashviile to Fleorence, Alabama. Because of this
situation, wide public demand for a paraillel road did not exist

iand could have been created only by means of an expensive cam-

‘paign effort. Under these conditions, Estes proved to be the
. ideal man to Induce the State of Tennessee to join in a coopera-

Ltive development program. He knew almost esveryone in the higher
echelons of Tennessee government and many In positions of
authority in Washington., Men in high places respected his Jjudg-
ment ard acted on his suggestions.

Among the men whom he consulted on parkway matters, either face
1o face or by letter, were J. 5, Byrnes and Homer Rainey, both
speakers of the U. §. House of Representatives, three Governors
of Tennessse, Hill McAlister, Gordon Browning, and Gordon {ooper,
and officials of the Tennessee Highway Department.

it perhaps is accurate Lo say that Mr. Estes was a very effective
mediator bestween the National Park Service and the Tennessee
authorities, He familiarized himself with Service and parkway
policies and presented them to the State authorities in such a
fashion as to secure thelr acquiescence, if noit enthusiastic
support,

in evaluating the service of P, M. Estes Lo the Natchez Trace
Parkway, it is safe Lo say that without his efforts it is doubt-
ful that the State of Tennesses could have been induced to join
in the cooperative effort to create the parkway.
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That Alabamz Jjoined Mlississippl and Tennessee as cooperators in
the Natchez Trace enterprise i3 largely due to the work of Paul
Coburn. He was the editor and publisher of & weekly newspaper,
the Tuscumbla Reporter, and represented Colbert County in the
Atabama Legislature. His interest in the Trace must have resulted
from the proposal that the parkway would cross his county, rather
than any wish to preserve a historic landmark. During the vears
from 1835 to 14940, the Reporter, with dozens of stories relating
to the Trace, built up some local iInterest In Colbert and Lauder-
dale Countlies, but had tittle Influence on the State at large.

It would seem, although there are no resources available lo
document such a conclusion, that Coburn's contribution to Trace
promotion lay in the political field., CLounty editors freguently
become adrolt poilticians, know how and with whom to make deals,
and exercise considerable Influence (n governmental affairs,
Because of Coburn's "horse trading," the Alabama Legislature was
induced Lo enact parkway leglsiation and to provide funds for
land acquisition,

During those early years when the future of the parkway was touch
and go, Ralph Landrum's services were indispensable. A young and
zggressive attorney, he was an ldeal promoter. As executive
secretary of the association, for many vears he ably seconded
Mrs. Byrnes, and on his own conducted & never~ending campaign.

By letter and personal contaclt, he made sure that the right
people attended the numerous public meetings, made detailed
arrangements for entertaining distingulshed guests, and saw to it
that tThe news media were properiy informed., His infectious
enthusiasm, unfalliing goeod humor, and tact were instrumental in
holding the organization together and contributed not a little to
ujtimate success.

These egarly efforts contributed materially (o the creation of the
Natchez Trace Parkway. it is inconceivable that without them
the three States could have been induced to Join the cooperative
effort merely to secure the expenditure of Federal funds on
approximately a2 16 to 1 matching basis. Action came because
there was always someone, when these matters came up, to remind
governors, legistators, and highway commissioners of the Natchez
Trace and its needs.

The same holds for action on the Federal level, United States
Senators and Repressntatives are busy men, subject to constant
pressure from thelr constituents, who probably would not have
been quite so diligent in supporlting ltegislation or cajoling
administrative authorities for ailocations without a constant
reminder from Mrs. Byrnes or P, M., Estas,
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When Mrs. Ferriday Byrnes died in 1870 Mr. Landrum became presi-
dent and continued to provide leadership, including making
several trips to Washington to talk with the Congressional dele-
gation, untll his death in 1976. At the annual business mesting
in Tupelo, September 24, 1976, 5. A, Hancock, Jr., was elected te
succeed Mr., Landrum as President of the Mississippi Matcher Trace
Assoclation. Mr. Hancock was serving as Vice President for the
north chapter of the association and through the yegars had been
an active supporter of both the parkway and Lhe association.

The Bicentennial vear of 1976 brought renewed Interest from all
three Natchez Trace Assoclations as well as promising actions
toward completion of the parkway. Early in the year a "Finish
Jdrace” Committee was organized within the Tupelo Community Devel-
opment foundation Special Events Commitlee and 2 slide program,
folder, and bumper stlickers and buttons were produced, all pro-
moting "Finish Trace,"

For the first time representatives of the three states through
which the Natchez Trace Parkway passes got together In a joint
commitment and united effort to fEni;h the tong delaved projsct.

Over 200 people from Alabama, Tennessee, and Mississippi met in
Tupelo during the annual Natchez Trace Association meeting held
September 25 in conjuncticn with the Qld Trace Crafts Festival
and the Mid-America Antigue Car Show., A1l three sBvenis were
designed 1o publicize the need for early completion of the
Matchez Trace Parkway. At the noon luncheon meeting Daputy
Secretary of the Interior Douglas Wheeler announced that Prasi-
dent Ford's Bicentennial Land Heritage Program included approxi-
mately $30 million for parkway construction and overlay in the
1977 FY,

The LEth annual meeting of the %~state MNatchez Trace Parkway
Association was held April 22, 1978, at Tishomingo State Park.
Mississippl Representative Jamie L. Whitten was the princinal
speaker. On September 1 the Tennessee Natchez Trace Parkway
Association sponsored a "Finlsh the Trace®™ counlry ham breakfast
in Nashville. Superintendent Ogle brought the group up-to-date
on estimated costs for parkway ¢ompletion,

Approximately 500 people attended the 1879 Natchez Trace Associa-
tion bangquet held In Tupelo July ©. National Park Service Direc-—
tor wWwhaten and %cutheast Regional Director Joe Brown attended.
Principal speakers were Dirsctor Whalen, Superintendent Jack
Qgle, and Representative Jamie Whitten. Association members from
Mississippl, Alabama, and Tennessee attended and showed strong

public support for completion of the parkway. Ancther meeting
scheduled in Natchez in September was cancelled because of iack
of interest and [nability to locate a kKevnote speaker.

The 1982 Natchez Trace Associatlion meeting and banguet was held
in Tupelo October 22 to "Kick-off" fts annual membership drive.
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Congressman Jamie Whitten was the Keynote speaker st the meeting.
The following day, October 23, the Natchez Trace Association
sponsorad a formal dedication of the parkway bridge across the

Tennessee~-Tombligbee Waterway with Congressman Whitten cuitting the
ribbon at 10:80 a.m,
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Over 200 people {rom Alabama, Tennesgsee, and Missisgsippi met in Tupelo
during the snnual Natchez Trace Association meeting held September 25
in conjunction with the 0ld Trace Crafts Festival and the Mid-America
Antique Lar Show, All three events were designed to publicize the
need for esarly completion of the Hatchez Trace Parkway. At the noon
luncheon meeting Deputy Secretary of the Interior Douglas Wheeler
annovnced that President Ford's Bicentennial Land Heritage Program
included approximately 330 million for parkway construction and overlay
in the 1977 ¥Y,

The 46th annual meeting of the 3-state Natchez Trace Parkway Association
was held April 22, 1978, at Tishomingo State Park. Mississippi Rep-
regentative Jamie L. Wnitten was the principal speaker. On Sepfenmber

1 the Tennessee Natchez Trace Parkway Association sponsored a "Finish
the Trace"” country ham breakfast in Nashville. Superintendent Ogle
brought the group up~to-date on estimated costs for parkway completion.

Approximately 500 people attended the 1979 HNatchez Trace Association
banguet held in Tupelo July 6. Hational Park Service Director Whaien
and Sputheast Regional Director .Joe Brown attended. Principal speakers
were Director Whalen, Superintendent Jack Ogle, and Representative
Jamie Whitten. Association members from Misszissippi, Alabama, and
Tennessee attended and showed strong public support for completion of
the parkway. Another meeting schaduled in Natchez in Septecber was
cancelled because of lack of interest and inability to locate a keynote
speaker, )

The 1982 Natchez Trace Assoclation meeting and banquet was held in

Tupelo October 22 to "kick-off" its annual membership drive, Congressman
Jamie Whitten was the keynoté speaker at the meeting. The following day,
October 23, the Ndtchez Trace Association sponsored a formal dedicatiom
of the parkway bridge across the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway with Con-
gresspan Whitten cutting the yibbon st 10:00 a.m.
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I

¥ THE SURVEY

The Natlona) Park Service, apparently on the specific order of
the Preslident, allocated $50,000 from its 1934 Roads and Trails
appropriation and set up an ad hoc organization to carry cut the
vaguely outliined work envisaged by the Natchez Trace Parkway
Survey Act of May 21, 14934,

The sald survey shail locate ithe Natichez
Trace as near as practicable to its original
route. An estimate of cost of construction
of an appropriate national parkway over this
route, and such other data shall be obtained
by 2aid survey with the objective of
determining matters concerning the
construction of the Natchez Trace Parkway. 16

To the Bureau of Publlic Roads ¢f the Department of Commerce was
allocated $40,000 to locate on the ground and mark the old
Natchez Trace, and to select the location of the parkway road and
Le estimate 13 cost. F. L. Brownell, Asscciate Highway
Erngineer, was selected to conduct the survey.

The Service, for its part, retained 5$10,000, and assigned
personnel from its branches of Plans and Deslgn and Historic
Sites and Bulldings to advise, ald, and direct the work of
Engineer Brownell., E. %, Zimmer and his assistant, J. H. Haynor,
Landscape Architects, progeeded ta Jackson, Missiszsippl, and set
up an embryo field organization,

To look into the history of the 0id Trace, the Service assligned
Ruth E. Butler to do the necessary investigation in Washington:

6. T. Hagen to leocate the 01d Trace in Mississippi; and R, BE.

Truett to do the same thing in Tennessee and Alabama.

The first job was to find the Natchez Trace. This could only be
done by the historians. They ransacked the hoidings of the
Library of Congress, the U. 5. Geologlcal Survey, the Post Office
Department, the Englneering Division of the War Department, and
the General Land Offlce. The most Immediately useful Information
came from the last mentioned organization,

It came from the township plats drawn from the original surveys

of Alabama and Mississiopl. They revealed the locatlion of a
road, or roads, somet lmes named but frequently not, in severy
township in  those States through which the 0l1d Trace ran. No
such maps existed in Tennessee. Consequentiy, the location of

the old road wes determined from physical remains and local



tradition. it is true that early research turned up & map of the
0ld Trace prepared under instructions from Gerneral Wilkinson, but
it was useless Lo an engineer Lrying to identify the road and
trace its meandering course over a distance of more than 450
miies,

The method of locating the 01d Trace varied from State to State,
gnd indeed within a State. In the Old Hatchez Disutrict, lack of
regutar surveys vitiated the value of the township plats. They
did show a road which might be called the 01d Trace, but the
"metes and bounds" surveys, made many yvears before township lines
were surveyed, were of no value in detailed Jocation. However, a .
road or a series of roads were tentatively identified, then
checked on the ground. The result was approximately accurate.

From the Hinds~-Claiborne line to the Tennessee-Alabama line, the
township plat Iinformation was basic, After the general location
was mapped and checked by lfocation of control points, markers,
road and stream crossings, towns, and historic sites, It was
possible to identify local roads as part of the 01d Trace. Where
roads had heen abandoned, it was frequently possible to identify
the route by exlsting remains. Where all evidence had
disappeared, the exact route, in a relatively few places, had 10
be guessed at.

After an immense volume of information had been assembhled, Bureau
of Reads engineers, advised by National Park Service historians,
flagged the route by painting red blazes on trees, fence posis,
buiidings, and stones. The resultits of about a vear of research,
archival and fleld, were entered on a map of the old Trace; the
most accurate, the most detailed, ang withal the HOSt
authoritatlive yvet produced.

With this data in hand an inspeciion party, inciuding Messrs.
Talson, Vint, Chatelain, Ziemer, Hagen, and Truett, all of the
Natfonal Park Service, Speliman and Brownell of the Bureau of

Public Roads, and John Nolan, city planner and Harvard Professor,
on March 14-21, 1935, inspected the pFroposed project and
apparently agreed on and recommended the broad line of policy on
location and development to be followed 1f construction of the
parkway should be authorized. 17 The basic idea underlving the
recommendation of the group was this: The major alm wazs not 1o
preserve ocr restore the 01d Trace, Dbut to memoriaiize It by a
rnew Parkway?.

Coneurrently with the process of finding the Gld Trace ran two
clesely related Jjobs. The first was to identify, iocate,
describe, sketch briefly the history of, and evaluate ali
historic sites o©on or near the Qld Trace, This was deemed
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necessary not only to give life and c¢color to the narrative, but
to illustrate [t and to further an understanding of the role of
the Trace in American history. This phase of the survey resulied
in that part of the final report which contalns thumbnail
sketches and photographs of 42 historic slites.

The second concurrent Jjob was to write a definite mnarrative
history of the 01d Trace. Although some aspects had been covered
in pericdical artlcies and books, no even semi-authoritative or
comprehansive history had been written, Only & cursory delving
inte the veoluminous sources of Information was reguired to make
it apparent that a definitive work would be wurgently needed
before even an approximately valid evolution of fts significance
could be arrived at and defended.

The narrative history, completed in mid-1935, consisted of an
introduction and six chapters, more than 208 pages in typescript.
It was the first comprehensive history, covering the period from
about 1790 to 183§ of the 01d Trace. The first two chapiters were
written by Truett, the next two by Butler, and the remaining by

Hagen. They were somewhat repetitive and lacking In unity, as
works of composite authorship frequently are; yel it was a salid
plece of work, Its greatest contribution to existing knowledge

was Lo be found in the tast two chapters, Hagen sexplored for the
 first time the many factors which accounted for the decline and
virtual disappearance of the historic road. Alsc, he sketched
briefly the revival of interest in its history, which partiy
explained why & proposal to memorialize It met wlith popular
Ffavor.

The text was revised and edited by Alvin Stauffer and Malcolm

Gardner In 1936-37. Most of the revisions seem o have related
- to style and selimlnatine mechanical and other errors. 1y
underwent further revision and editing In 1845, At this time a

chapter dealing with the Indian background of the Trace from the
penn of J. D, Jennings was added and the entirs work was published
as & Senate Document No. 148, 76th Congress, 3rd Session,.

The Bureau of Publlc Roads, as did the Service, performed itwo
distinct functions as its part of the survey. With the Branch of

Historic Sites and Buildings, it participated in, as heretofore
mentioned, ophysically locating and flagging the Oid Trace.
Furthermore, it collaborated with the Branch of Plans and Design
in selecting the route of the parkway road, carefully estimated
the cost of construction, and perhaps alsgo evaluated the
feasibllity of the proposed parkway. The tenor, content, and

recommendations of said report are unknown to this office. Oral
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. tradition dating back to the years 1938-41 is that the Bureau
recommended construction and estimated i1ts cost as  about $25
million.



¥i  THE LANDS AND THE EVOLUTION CGF A PARKWAY CONCEPT

Anvone who undertakes to faithfully and accurately wrlite the
history of an institution, be it that of a great natlon or minute
. segment, frequently encounters gaps In the sources of information,
c Unfortunately, there was no Saint Slmon to record the Inner
S history of the Natchez Trace Parkway during 1ts formative vears.

i These matters were of too little magnitude to engage the atten-

. tion of & Procopius, whose secret history of the (nner working of
the Byzantine Court Is more revealling than the official
ichr@nicles,

P This 18 not intended to suggest that what we today term the "In

. fighting® or "behind the scenes' moves and counter-moves that
cswirl arcund the seats of powser in Washingion resemble too much
Cthose that boiled up in l8th century Versailles or the 20th
century Kremlin. Yet there are similarities; to a reflective

© observer, obscure events often reveal and illuminate not only the
complexities but often the signiflcance of whal transpired.

. That the Natchez Trace report, submitted Lo the Director In Aprid
1835, produced varied reactions in the higher echelons of the
Service, and also of the Depariment, goes without saying. If
minutes were kKepl of the various meelings In which the Servicetls
official position on the prolect were defined, they never came to
the parkway office. At this date, nearly 30 vyears later, we are
in the dark about what responsible officials thought or sald.
The parkway was, of course, informed of the decisions which came
down from on high in the form of directives and instructions. To
complete even & foggy ocutlline of the "plcture”, we must depend on
rumor cloaked in 2 dim haze of memory.

The 1435 survey report made twa things obvious., The first was
that the old Natchez Trace had a history. Many of the deeds of
key figures of the 01d Sputhwest occurred in its neighborhood.
Thae existence of the old road had an appreciable and occasionally
a decisive bearing on many stirring events in the history of the
region, possibly of the Nation. No single event had any over-
powering signiflcance, but the total accumulation did. On such a
showing of documented history, there was ltittle doubt that the
Natchez Trace merited a niche in the NHational Park System.

On the other hand, the report made i1t clear that there was a
meager, and in many respecls tenuous, physical base for historic
site deveiopment. Elsewhere In America, those who designed his-
torical parks had had an abundance of land from which to cheoose;
Tand on which historic events had happened. Indsed, in most
instances, historic lTand was so plentiful that planners, with
rare exceptions, had a wide choice from which to make their
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selections. It was impractical to embrace within park boundaries
all the land over which contending armies in such encounters as
Antietam, Chancellorsviile, or Saratoga had fought. Always it
was possible to Include the setting of significant or dramatic
events out of the American past-~the Highwater Mark at Gettys-
burg, Railroad Redoubt at Vicksburg, or Independence Hall.

Quite a different situation faced those whose responsibility it

was to acquire Natchez Trace Parkway iand. The survey revealed
that it was impossible to identify and locate the 01d Natchez
Trace. Cursory investigation revealed the existence of at least

three old trails or roads, each of which might with some validity
be regarded as the road. Later investigation revealed several
others.

in 1935 reports, historical and more particularly engineering,
revealed the nature of the fundamental! question to which an
answer must be found before the decision to create the Natchez
Trace Parkway could be made. Was it desirable to set up a unit
of the National Park system, in effect a historical park, no
matter what name it bore, in which lTess than 10 percent of the
estimated reqguirement of 45,000 acres was historic ground?

Wwhatever doubts those who managed the Service may have had, a
deciston to proceed was reached. What happened next (s the most
obscure part of the steory. This much, however, Is certain:
Senators and Representatives from Alabama, Tennessee, and above
all Mississippi, mounted a campaign to induce the Public Works
Administration to allot funds to begin construction, which the
Service had already requested. Who in the Service made the
decision to request the funds is not Known. There is _some reason
to believe that the Secretary's Office was bypassed, and that =
only when official advice that the allotment had been made did
Secretary Ickes learn he had funds with which to begin con-
struction. On December 12, 1935, an allotment of $1.5 million
was obtained to defray the cost of preparing plans for short
parkway sections, and also to begin construction. The decision
to proceed, however, did not allay the doubts, Higher officials
of the Service, and probably of the Department, still were not
convinced that the Natchez Trace could, with propriety, be ad-
mitted to the System, or to say it another way, was of Naticnal
Park Service caliber. It is, or was at one time, almost an
article of faith that the Secretary shared this opinion.

That there were deep-seated differences of opinion within the
Service is not unusual. They arise most frequently over less
fundamental misgivings; whether or not the propriety of admitting
the Blue Ridge Parkway to the lodge also came into question we do
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not know. It s unlikely since that arga possessed sterling
scenic resources, resources which were recognized and appreciated
even by the dedicated "“Westerners'.

The existence of these attitudes would hardly be worthy of men-
tion, being difficult if not impossible to document, except
that they exercised a powerful influence in the Service and
continued for yvears to influence pelicy, it seemed at times as
If they might bring about the liguldation of the Natchez Trace,
if not a1l parkway projects. How widespread was the disparage-
ment that penetrated Service circles (s illustrated by a personal
experiegnce whnich ocourred to Dr, Phelps as Jate as 1962 when he
presented himself at the Great Smokies information desk. To the
inquiry "Where are you from?", he confessed with some pride to
being 2 Service man stationed at the Matchez Trace. To his
astonishment the Ranger repiied, "I certalnly feel sorry for
yvoul®™ To Dr. Phelps' "Why?", the Ranger replied, "Because you
have nothing for visitors to see "

tooking back today, 1t is obvicus that those who persistentiy
questiconed the propriety ¢f parkways as units of the HNational
Park =system performed a useful service. They made it necessary
to explore the parkway concept, find out where it originated,
Lest fte validity and determine to evervyone's satisfaction that

. it was nol an outgrowth foisted onto a conservation organization
by oroject~hungry ltegislators who could think of nowhere elsze to
put it.

‘AL E. Demeray examlined the c¢rigins of the concept in a paper
presented before the American Planning and Ctvrc Association in
1956 He left no doubt that the concept grew out of the Act of
May 23, 1928, authorizing the construction of the Mount Yernon
Memorial Highway, which really was the flirst National Parkway.
Furthermore, he made the point that the concept was "catching
on; at that moment the development of five parkways was beging
serigusty discussed.

During the next five vears, discernable progress was made In
glaborating and defining parkways, what they were, and thelir
place in the American scheme of things. That public opinion, as
refiected in legisiation, was in advance of that ¢of those con-
cerned with parks and park development seems to be Indicated by
the passage of the littie noticed Parkway Act of June 18, 1940.
(Stat. 54, 247). 1t authorlized a series of studies Jooking
roward the development of & national ocutdoor recreational policy.
One extremely important result was the publication by thes Depart-
ment of the Interior In 1941 of A Study of the Park and Recrea-
tional Problem In the United States. Among other things, it
suggested that the parkways might, on & naticonal scale,
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be utlitized "to supplement and complement the Federal Park System
ang the Federal-Aid Highway System.™ T, C. Vint did this in the
1941 American Planning and Civil Annual. He baldly proclaimed
that the parkway was not a highway, "It was a road,”™ he saild,
that s entirely for recreation, one that is built to display
certain natural landscapes or historical country.” Furthermore,
parkways should never be permitted to infringe on highways. They
were developing Into matorists' parks and when crossing State
lines veary properly could be national in scope, supplementing,
but never competing with national parks.

As a parkway theory or concepi, whichever one prefers, was being
hammered out in discussions in Washingten, Richmond, Roancoke and
Tupelo, there was action on another front. Those who originated
the Natchez Trace idea, and their spokesmen In House or Senate,
cared 1ittle about the form and shape their parkway assumed.

They wanted a road--a road which the Federal government would, In
large part, pay for.

Since it is impossible, without recourse 1o WASO files, to follow
the twists and turns, confusion, and uncertainties of the years
1935-%7, about all that can be sald {s that solld progress toward
the estabiishment of the parkway was made. The Public Works
Administration did allot funds, of which $1,286,686 was to be
spent in Mississippi. This action was followed by a period of
intense activity. The Service hastily Improvised a lands pollicy,
Mississippi Improvised a system of acquisition, and prior to June
30, 1937, had acquired about 40 miles of right~of-way near
Jackson and MNatchez.

Congressional delegations of the three states then directed their
efforts toward getting legisiative recognition, During the 1936
legisiative session, a determined effort to secure funds by way

of an appropriation act failed., HNot to be foiled, these determined
mer resumed their battlie in 1937.

This time they succeeded, geiting a direct appropriation of 51.8
million for the fiscal year 1938. Encouraged by such a success,
the embattled parkway warriors kept up the pressure and persuaded
their Senators and Congressmen to procure the passage May 18,
14938, of the act creating the Natchez Trace Parkway as a unit of
the Netlonal Park System.

The backdoor approach had succeeded In geiting the law onto the
statute books, but ithe doubt stiil] persisited. Did the Natchez
Trace Parkway, or indeed any oLher parkway, properly beliong In
the National Park System? Both the Roosevelt and Truman adminis-
trations, as well as Congress, were comnitted Lo the parkway
programs, and from 1935 to 1953 made available, either by
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appropriaticn or allotment, a total of $17,286,390 for construc-
tion., Absence of specific appropriations during the war years,
1943-46 and 1948-4%, indicates not a lack of support and lnterest
but rather that national resources were going into the war
effort,

Matchez Trace Appropriatlions and Allotments 18

1935 - $ 18,823 1945 ~ § o
1936 - 53,754 1946 - e
1937 - 95,550 1947 - 4,400,000
1938 - 2,104,141 1548 - e
1939 - 1,978,685 1949 - -
1940 - 1,355,546 1950 - 1,903,388 >
19451 - 700,000 1951 - 1,201,763 W
1942 -~ 2,100,000 1952 - 800,000 PO
1943 - 80,740 1953 - 410,000 a7 W o
X i

1G4k - - N

$17,286,390 L f//

With the advent of the Eisenhower administraticon there was a
reappraisal of many programs which had originated under the New
Deat. To a high level commission was entrusted Lhe job of
thoroughly investigating the parkway question and determining
finally whether or not these areas might be eliminated from the
National Park System. Perhaps they could be assigned to the
Bureau of Publlic Roads for adminlistration as part of & national
highway system. Another possibility was that the parkways mightg
be surrendered to the states Lo become paris of the State Park
systems or perhaps made part of the State highway systems. Since
copies of the commission minutes never came to the parkway, we
can only guess at what happened. From conversations with some of
those who had followed the discussions, it appears that what
seemed to e an easy way Lo pare down big goverrnment was no
simple task. The commission In due course reluctantly recom-
mended that the parkways should remain in status quo.

i¥ hearsay can be relied on, there were three compelling reasons
for this decision. The flrst was that, having many park-like
features, interpretive installations, scenery, and concessions,
the parkways more nearly resembled parks than highways.
Secondly, crossing state lines they were of more than leocal or
state significance. Besides, the fact that the States, in good
faith, provided free land, made the obligation to complete the
parkways a moraliy binding contract. tastly, a sum in excess of
5106 million had asiready been invested iIn road construction and
facilities. Would any administration have hesitated to incur the
protests not only of Congressional delegations but alsc the many
that derived pleasure from the parkways?
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Thereafter, the manner of providing funds for parkways was Insti-

tutionallzed, What sum should be appropriated each vear came to
he the main question. Completion of approved projects was no
longer in annual Jeopardy. Congressional committees, as a matter

of course, provided annual appropriations, some disappointingly
minute.

Many vears after the Natchez Trace became a legally constituted
unit of the National Park System, the Service ltself rescived the
guestion that had bothered not the promoters but many ©f the
"purists' of the 1930's and 1940's. This it did by simply recog~
nizing what had long been a fact. Namely, that there were threce
major types of resource values in the units of the system-~
natuyral, historic and recreational. Flexiblility is to be
achieved by a stated determination vto develop every usable re-
source in each Individual park.

%
Experien&g has demonstrated that the primary function of the
Natchez Trace is recreational. Al the same time, there are
historical and natural values, For sxample, the role of Andrew
Jackson in the history of the frontier is more understandable
when viewed from the ground whare It was played out. After all,
he took his first step toward the Presidency of the United States
on the Natchez Trace. As for beauty, there is more color on the
Blue Ridge and it may display a wider varietly of tints and
shades. Color on the Blue Ridge Is on steep hillsides; on the
Matchez Trace it is on gentle slopes or rolling hills, Further-
more, there is probably a wider variety of scenery along the
length of the Natchez Trace Parkway from the rolling foothiils
and limestone outcrops in Tennessee and Alabama through the
roliing pine~covered plains and agricultural lands of northern
Mississippi to the deeply ercded loess soil and spanish moss
draped live ocak of the southern portion near Natchez,
Mississippi.
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Vil RESEARCH

"No  geographic desIgnatiém in the New World is more evocative
than the Spanish Trail. Mone 1s more misleading. For the
Spanish Trail never was. Instead there were many."

So  remarked Hodding Carter to begin a book on the Spanish Traii
in McGraw-Hill's American Trails Series. If Nationa) Park
Service historians, to whom In 1633 had been given the job of -
tocating the Natchez Trace, had been as perceplive, they, toco,
wouid have reported that there were many Natchez Traces.

Had so forthright an answer been incorporated inte the 1935
Natchez Trace Report, would the National Park Service or Congress
have authorized the creation of the Natchez Trace Parkway as a
unit of the National Park system? Ferhaps it was the wording of
the Congressional act authorizing the survey of the old road
which tended 1o direct research effort Into a2 vain search for the
Old Trace; @& search which continued, intermittently, for several
years. Fertunately, the men who‘seiected the location of and
designed the parkway road were guided by practical
considerations. They, possibly unconsciously, KkKnew that theare
never was an 0ld Trace and were never too concerned when it
became necessary to deviate from one to another of the alleged
lTocations, Adherence to the gsneral location of a main line of
communication was the criterion,

In this respect, the road designers were like those who had
plodded the weary distance between Natchez and HNashville. No
traveler followed all the crooks and turns of the old trail if
there was an easier way around mudholes, swamps, or steep hills.

The objective of the National Park Service in planning the
Natchez Trace Parkway was to commemorate, or to "call to memory',
the history of a historlic traitl.

What were lhey 1ike, the travelers on this road? They gave 1t
meaning. With every footstep and hoofbeat that wore deep ruts
into the soil, they changed Its being. To what purpose did they
Journey? How, &3 a consequence of their Journeying, was the

history of the tand and natlon changed?

The remark of a man high in the administrative circles of the
Mational Park Service 1llustrates the insistence on a historical
interest concerned primariiy with physical remains-=landmarks
directly associated with the Trace. Reviewing a report on a
historic house, he observed, YIit is primarily a saga of John
Gordon's activities rather than =2 study of the historical
significance of Gordon's Ferry." And this about & man who was
the first U. S. Postmaster at Nashville, who had traveled part of
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the 0ld Trace for 30 years, who had lived beslide 1t and for many
vears had coperated a ferry to facilitate travel between MNashville
and Natchez.

To seek a devil on whom can be loaded the responsibllity for the
narrowly olircumscribed ocutlicok which governed the objectives of
the study of Natchez Trace history is bootless, The Natlonal
Park Service in 1933 found [tself saddled with the administration
of 37 existing historical areas; a task for which It was 111
prepared. During the following years, the Service was deluged
with propesals catling for the establishment of new historica!l
areas. Unfortunately, adequate criteria and procedures had not
yet been developed,. Playing by ear was Lhe only way in which
these matters could be handled.

To perform the tremendousiy important research job, the Service
had to rely on a staff of hastily assembled, academically trained
and oriented historians, who, by force of circumstances, dsvoted
most of their time Lo creating and administering a history

program; a program in which interpretation, at first called
originally education, had first priority. The result was that
research was neglected; it could be-done only after the visitors

had been taken care of--administratively along the corridors of
the interior Bullding In Washington, or along the trenches at
Petersburg.

There is cause for wonder that so much sound research was done by
the green historians in the field, With tittlte in the way of
leadership and workling fitfully between talks to wisitors, the
fleld histerians produced a respectable volume of work, sound
scholarly work at that,.

Such was the situation In 1934 when study of the history of the
Matchez Trace began.

The three inexperienced men who were assigned the job of locating
the NHatchez Trace on a map and then flagging thils location on the
around worked under a misconception that proved to be a serious,

but not fatal, handicap, They were seeking a road that never
was; which had acguired a name, retrospectively, many years after
it and its component parits had lost those characteristics

assigned to it (n the preamble of Busbhy's resolution of 1934,

It took only a little digging around jn contemporary sources of
infecrmation to learn that, beginning in the 1780's, there had
been considerable travel along an old iIndian trail between
Natchez and Nashville. Mext they lsarned of the postal route,
mapped and in part opened up by Lhe United States Government, and
finmally that by use of appropriated funds the Jjob begun by
General Wilkinson in 1801 was complieted in 1807.
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The richest and most authoritative source of information proved
to be the original township maps based on surveys made by the
General Ltand Office from 1810 to 1834, Supplemented by Ffield
notes, these maps provided sufficlent data to show on a map &
road extending from Natchez through Mississippi and Alabama to
the southern Tennessee Tine.

This road, with 1Its extension through Tennessee to Nashville,
which was ldentified largely from oral tradition gathered by the
U. S. Geological Survey for its maps, was erronecusly described
as the Natchez Trace, As justiflcation for using such a name,
it was correcitly pointed cut that this, under various names, was
the route between Natchez and Nashviile, Indeed it was, But
it was not the Trace to the men who used 1t, although some
parts of it were, as garly as 1830, heing called the Natchez
Trace.

Although 1t was not spelled out onm the map (U. 5. Department of
Agriculture, Bureau of Public Roads, Natchez Trace, 193%) or in
the conclusion and recommendations, failure to identify the 014
Trace was made abundantly clear In the text of the 1435 report.
The report, except for this ambiguity, was in its broad cutlines
correct, and set forth for the first time a reasonably complete
history ¢f a frontier route of travel.

The report also provided a tentative and incomplete answer Lo the
question, "What were they like, the travelers on this road?™
Tentatively, likewise, the report contalned an inventory of
sltes~~places where the activities of human b eings had Je¥ft
their imprint on the land traversed by this ancient trail.

Later study modified in some respects the basic story put on

paper by Butler, Hagen and Truett. Errors were corrected.
Further research brought cut many details which besfed up the
narrative, Some few misapprehensions were replaced by more

accurate and obliective interpretations.

The 1935 report, despite jts relatively miner shortcomings, was
an able, sound, and ¢lear~-sighted planning document. Not  the
least of its wvirtues was that the authors perceived that In
planning a parkway most of the maxims which governed the
preservation of historic sites would not apgply. It served as the

all important basic pattern of parkway planning during the
critical vears 19%6-38. Probably, it has had a more profound and
pervasive influence On parkway planning than al) subsegquent

research and study.

Except for a dip into the history of Anglo~French colonial
rivalry and a close look at the Ackia campaign, little effort was
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devoted to research during the yesars 1935-40, Then began an
Intensive study of iocations and historic sites. Some additional
data bearling on locations were unearthed, and a consliderable
volume of evidence dealing with the logation and history of many
sites on or near the parkway was assembled. In some instances it
merely amplified information o©n sites discussed in the 1435
raport. On the other hand, some sites were studied whose
relationship to the parkway had not hitherto been perceived,

The newly dug wup information was then Iintegrated Into and
combined with that gathered earlier and was used in the
preparation of an adeguately documented historical base map.
With supporting data, this map, completed In February 1943 and
revised in 19kb, becams a part of the first edition of the
Natchez Trace Parkway Master Plan in 1944,

With the completicn of the historical and archecol¢gical base map,

there was a conslderable change in emphasis. Thereafter,
research was devoted in part to a study of the people who
traveled the old trail, and also to more Intensive study of
historie sites, Al In all, about 75 research projects were

completed in 1963. These included tengthy studies, 1like those
dealing with Mount Locust and the Gordon House, and minor studies
whose functions were to authenticate the Jocation of sltes of
secondary importance and provide date for interpretive markers,

Some 25 of these studies were published 1in the Journal of
Misslissippi History, Lhe Tennessee Historical Quarterly, the
Alabama Review, and the Alabama Historical Quarterly. This great
voiume o©of research has been necessary because 1{Ltle study had
been devoted to the Yrace pricr to 1939. Also, the reglion had
not received the same amounit of attention from lecal histarians
as had such states as Geoprgia and Massachuselis,

With the exception of such major projects as studies of Natchez
and HNashvilie and a few minor studies such &s Clinton or Port
Gibscon, mest of the research necessary for parkway development to
hroaden and deepen our appreciation of the role of the old road
in the American past will be needed 1¢ strengthen the parkway
interpretive program as it expands and develops with complietion
of the parkway and development of additional facilitles.

The fronitiersmen who walked or rode the old trall could not  have
failed to note and to wonder aboul other obvicus products of

human effort~-Indian mounds. After the passage of more than &
century., thgese earthworks also attracted the attention of a new
type of explorer, the National Park Service historians. They

were not seeking furs or rich virgin lands, but evidence of human
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activity about which vislitors to a future Natchez Trace Parkway
certainly would ask.

In appreciation of this possible resource, the Service selected
an archeologist who tramped along almost every foot of the oid
trail during the vears 1939-42 and made many side Lrips to points
a mile or a dozen miles sway. On these vovages of discovery he
visited many sites already well Known to that breed of historlans
who seek out, classify and understand informaticon left by men who
had not vet learned to leave a written record of their
activities.

The result was amazing. Literally hundreds of sites were
discovered~~camp and village sites, and mounds of several types,
targe and small. A1l were carefully mapped. From surface

collections, the prehistorian made a brief evaluation of each
site, guessed that they should be classified as deriving from one
or more of the Indian cultures knownh to have thrived in  the
southeastern United States.

These data were entered onto the historical and archeociogical
base map. From these the archecolpgist selected nine sites which
he belleved would constitute a valld cross-ssection of aboriginal
cultures and recommended that they be intensively researched.

Aside from a brief excursion into historical archeoloagy in 2 vain
effort to logate the slte of the village of Ackia, the Service
has Investigated three sites--mounds in the (Chickasaw 014 Fields,
Gordon Mound and the Bynum Group, Sampling was done at Emerald
and Anna Mounds, and at several lesser sites. Results of the
investigations were published--one volume in the National Park
Service Research Serlies, and others in the Journal of Mississippi
History and to numerous issues of American Antiquity.

The vear 1963 marked & new beginning in parkway archeclogy.
Excavation and siudy of the Mangum and Boyd Sites began. All of
the slites recommended for study by J. D, Jennings in 1945 were

excavated during the 1960's., Emerald Mound was further excavated
in 1972 and in 1875%, 1976 and 18977 extensive archeological
surveys were conducted on the right-of-way of all unconstructed
portions of the parkway to satisfy the requirements for an
Environmental Impact Statement.

Those responsible for parkway planning had from the beginning an
uncomfortable feeling induced by the scarcity of physical
remains. In other historical areas, structures or earthworks
existed which the visitors might see and touch. Suppose [t had
been pessibie to have identified Lhe Trace, all 450 miles of it?
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Conventiaonal standards of  historical preservation could not
govarn the development of this, or for that matter, of any
parkway.

The planners soon grasped the significance of a truth so simple

that it might have been overlooked,. Visitors would see
vegetation mile after mile~~trees, shrubs, grasses and weeds,
plants 1n Flower and plants in fruit. Here were the Yacres of
diamonds,™ & resocurce which, if properly utilized, might help

make the parkway not just ancther highway but a2 window; a window
opening on a view ¢f Lthe swirling life of not merely the old
southwestern frontier but of what [t bacame.

It is altogether llkely that the beginnlng of a natural history
program origlinated with those early planners who day after day
had occasion Lo pass and repass a swamp Iin an old abandoned bed

of the Pearl River. 11 must have caused them to wonder; it
certalniy aroused curliosity. A few vyears later when Director
N, B. Drury saw a similar swamp, he audibly wondered about

Scuthern swamps and remarked that they constlituted a resource
which could add immeasurably te any parkway program.

The outcome was the selection In 1946 of a distinguiszhed plant
ecologlist and competent botanist, W, B. McDougall, to conduct a
survey L$o identify and catalogue the botanical resgurces of the
parkway. He devoted six and cone-half yvears to the project,
collecting specimens of 1,058 plants, These were then
ldentified, <¢lassified, labeled and placed In a herbarium,
arranged according to families, genera and species in the same
order as that found in Gray's Manual of Botany.

Another product of Dr. McDougalll's tour of duty was the
production  of  an fllustrated plant book with kevs to assist
rangers and interpretive personnel in plant identification. This
work, exceeding 450 tLyped pages, inciudes most of the plants
common to atl of Mississipp] except the Gulf Coast and the Delta.
It probably is the mest comprehensive work exlisting an
Mississippi flora. its coverage of Tennessee is much less
extensive, covering less than one-fifth of the area of the State.

With the addition to the staff of Donald M. Black, whose training
and interest was geology, serious Investigation of the geological
background of the parkway began. He originated a program Lo
achieve this oblective, and during the years 1958~62 completed
several minor projects and one major one, namely fOrdovician
Geology of the Natchez Trace Region.™

“One  product of geological research was the installation of the
Fossil Exhibic and tentative approval of several others.
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With much of the basic historical, archeological, geological and
botanical research completed, the direction of research or
documenting, the need for additional research In the 1970's was
directed toward management needs. Two basic management
documents, Natural Resource Management Plan and Historlcal
Resource Management Plan prepared Iin 1975 and 1977 respectively,
documented for the first time management of the resources and
those areas requiring additional information to determine how Lo
manage the resources.

Archeological investigations which began inm 14976 on att
unfinished portions o©f the parkway in order o satisfy the
reguirements of the Environmental Protection Act were completed
in 1877 by personne]l from the the Southeast Archecological Center.

A first draft of the final report, Archeological Tests on the
Natchez Trace Parkway: 1976-1977, by Chris Hamllton was completed
in November 1977. These fnvestigations included excavations at
Mount Logcust oriented toward retrieval and structural data for
the brick walk approaching the front of the house and at the
Gordon House to provide structural detalls t¢ assist in  the
initial preservation and stabilization of the bullding.

In July of 14977 a sdurvey, YScenic Evaluation of the Natchez Trace
Parkway" was initiated by Dr. Gary Hampe, Department of Sociclogy
at Mississippi State Urniversity under a contract with the
National Park Service {Coastal Field HResearch Laboratory,
Selected motorists were stopped al Ridgeland, Jeff Busby and
Colbert Park and asked to complete a8 qguestionnaire evaluating
visitor reaction to landscaping preferences 1o be used as 8 gulds
for maintenance of the visual zone of the parkway. By the end of
1978 the field work and preliminary reports of the project hed
been completed.

Archeoiogical investigation and salvage took pilace through much
of 1978 under the guldance of Resident Archeologists Chad Braley
and Mike Wisenbaker. Much of this work was concentrated on  Lwo
parkway sections under construction, 3B in Mississippl and 20 in
Alabama. At Pharr Mounds (3B) features of a stockaded village
were discovered which radicactive carbon dates indicated to date
prior to approximately G106 A.D. This site is one of the earller,
if not esarltiest, stockaded villages known In Eastern HNoarthern
America and the only one thus far known for the tLate Woodiand
Perlod. These findings were presented in a paper given at the
Southeast Archeclogical Conference in Knoxville, Tennaessee, On
November 10, 1978,
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Archeological investigation and salvage took place through much
of 1879 under the qguldance and supervision of Resident
Archeclogist Carlos Martinez. Mr. Martinez, representing the
Southeast Archeological Center, took up residence at Tupelo
headquarters April 2, 1979, for the purpose of protectling and/or
salvaging archeological sites subject to disturbance by parkway
construction. Archeological Investigations on Section 3U2 under
construction were offlcially complete August 20 with the
completion of artlfact cataloging (over 5,000) from four

prehistoric Indian sites discovered on 3UZ. A major slte to be
impacted by construction, Rock {reek Complex (A-Ct-L4 and 45),
was dilscovered on Section 2-D in Colbert County, Alabams. A

request for propasal for field investigation and salvage was
prepared and a contract awarded toc Memphils State Unliversity,

effectlive Febrdary 25, 1980, Also inm 1979, research of
courthouse records and site salvage of artifactls was conducted on
two early 1800 house sites with wells on Section 1-D under

construction in Tennessee,

On May 29, 1979, Eastern Naticnal Park and Monument Association
issued a $1,500 purchase order to Dr. Marlius Carriere, University
of Southern Mississippi, Natchez Campus, 1o prepare a Mount

Locust Historic Grounds Report. Payments were to be In three
installments of 33500 each after receipt and approval of the
outline, draft report and final report. The draft report was

submitted December 7, 1979, and the final report, "Grounds Report
on  Mount Locust Plantation was received and accepted Februyary
11, 19¢8¢0.

Several major archeological survey and salvage contracts took
place In 1880 under the supervision of Resident Archeologist
Martinez and his aslstant, John Sparks, who left the parkway In
August  to rebturn o school and was repiaced by David McCullough.,
A $12,994 contract Tet to Memphis State University in February
1980 for archeological testing at the Rock Creek Sites {(1-Ct-uhb
and 1-Ct-45) was completed in May. This testing indicated that a
cetnerline shift of approximately 100 fest Lo the north, approved
by FHWA and the parkway, would preserve most of the 1-Ct-44 site.
Salvage excavations (data recovery operations) by Memphis State
University began in November under provisions of a 568,000
contract and was stil1l underway at the end ¢f the year on ithose
portions of the sites which would be destroved by road
construction., Several thousand artifacts, two human burjals and
ten prehistoric refuse pits had been uncovered at Rock Creek.
Archeological testing of nine prehistoric sites of the Shelby
Bend Complex on Secgtion 1~D was completed in December through a
$42,000 contract let In July with the University of Alsbama.
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Two archecloglical reports were published in 1980, "Archeological
investigation at the Anderson and Tinsley Places, Section 1-D,
Natchez Trace Parkway" (a report of salvage work on two 16th
century houses in Tennessee) and "Archeological Investigations at
the Pharr Village and Mackey's Creek Slte in Northeast
Misslissippi" (& report of Florida State Unlversity's excavatlons
at Pharr Mounds in I[tawamba Countyl.

Iin 1981 monitoring of construction areas resulted in recording
eight previously unknown archeological sites~-~-seven In
Mississippl and ane in Alabama, Archeciocgical salvage
excavations (data recovery operations) were completed by Memphis
State University on Section 2D2 at the Rock Lreek Sites {1-Ct-L4}
and 1«Ct-%5Y In Apr!l under the provisions of the contract

awarded In 1980. Rich archeclogical deposlits dating from ths
Middle Archaic through Mississippian Period {ca, 5008 B.C. - 1500
A.D.3 were excavated within the impact zone of the parkway
construction, Seven burials, two of which contained whole

furerary pots, and the remains of four prehistoric Indian houses
were uncovered at the Upper Creek Site (1-C1-447. Most of the
lower Rock Creek Site (1-Ct-45) was preserved by a shift Iin  the
parkway centerline.

A 559,795 contract was awarded August 3, 1881, to the University
of Mississippl for testing and data recovery of two prehistoric
Indian village locaticns at Mud Island Creek. Archeplogical
testing of the roadway impact corridor in the viciniity of Gordon
Mounds (2Z-de-12, Section 3¥Y2, was completed by David L.
McCullough i July. One delimitated area of archeological
significance was discovered near Station 2%+50.

A draft preliminary report by the University of Alabama of
archepological testing at the Shelby Bend Site on Section 1-D was
received in August 1981. It Identified five additional sites,
recommended additional work and recommended reducing the size of
the Shrelby Bend Archeolegicsi District National Register
boundary. One archaeglogical report was published in 1881, "An
Archeological Testing Project at the Gordon Mounds Site,
Jefferson County, Mississipoi,”™ a report of the findings of test
excavations in thse parkway impact corridor near Gordon Mounds.

Archeclogical data recovery which began in 198! at 1~Ci-44% and 1-
CL—45 was completed in 1982, The final draft report on  these
sltes was submitted by Dr. Jderald P. Smith of Memphis State
University and contalned substantive analysis of both the late
Archaic (ca. 3,0080-1,000 B.C.) and the Mississippian (ca. A.D.
qu0-1500) periods in the Rock-Bear Cresgk area of the Tannesses
River drainage.
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Testing and data recovery operations at the Mud Island Lreek
complex and the Gordon Site both on Section 3V2 were completed
by the University of Misslissippl under the direction of Dr. Jay
K. dJohnson. The fileld work was compieted in March and the
analysis In August. A prelimipary archeological reconnatlssance
of Colbert Ferry and Lauderdale was conducted by Staff
Archeclogist Carlos Martinez during September and October of the
year, documenting the need for a thorough archeclioglical and
hAistorical field survey prior to development of the two areas,

A final report for the Shelby Bend Archeoicgical Testing was
submitted by the University of Alabama in November, This report
evaluates the significance of nine prehistoric Indian
archeological sltes along the terraces and floodplain of the Duck
River in middle Tennessee. Five additional sites were also found
and recorded (but not evaluated) during the project. OFf the nine
evaluated sites, six were recommended for further work and the
remaining three were determined to be of little significance or
archeological value. Cne of the five unevaluated sites appeared
to be signlficant. .

The HMNatchez Trace Parkway archeoclocgical master site ¥file was
updated by David McCullowgh during 1482. OFf the over 270
recorded sites, 127 were determined 1o bhe within the parkway
boundaries,
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VIiI PEARL RIVER RESERVOIR

By many of the criteria the Pearl River Reservoir, or as it has
been officlially named Ross Barnelt Reservolr, could have been
another blessing In disguise to the Natchez Trace Parkway. True,
it promised the temporary disruption in travel and visitor use of
45 miles of parkway and interpretive and recreational faciilitlies.
Te the local visltor, as well as the Interregional visitor, we
could have Justified this by pointing to the 31,000~-acre lake and
its recreational and industrial potential, We would, of course,
have to relocate a considerable portion of the parkway, but this
would permit the application of new construction technigques. We

would in effect have a scenic lakeside drive. Qur facilities
would be restored to visitor use and In some instances would
provide better service, The National Park Service and the Bureau

of Publlc Roads could not object Lo any discomfort that promised
to be 50 short lived and would ultimately be an improvement in
our program of service to the public.

The first public mention of the project was a story in the Jackson
Daily News on June 15, 1957. At that time it evoked little
comment among parkway personnel beyond the coffee-break and the
Superintendent’s report to our Reglional and Washingtan offices.
Over the next several months articles continued to appear, giving
mention of further studies of the proposal to create a lake.
Locally, the Service's apprehension grew. Rumers and publlicity
moved toward realilty when on May 1, 1958, Governor J. P. Coleman
signed the act authorizing the ¢reation of a Pearl River Water
Supply District. The act stipulated that the District would have
the authority to acquire land, either by purchase or condemna-
tion, and to develop it for

. . .the preservation, consarvation, storage

and control ¢f the waters of the Peari River and its
tributaries and its coverflow of waters for domestic,
municipal, commercial, industrial, agricultural and
manufaciuring purposes, for recreaticnal uses, for
flood control, timber development, irrigation and pol-
lution abatement. . .

Thus, a purpose with which the Natlonal Park Service could Tlve
with but not completely endorse.

The summer of 1958 was one in which the reservoir promoters
lobbied for, and the Service personnel speculated on, the impact
of the project. 0On August 25, 19358, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signed the act which authorized the Secretary of the
Interior to
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. . . enter into an agreement with the Pear]
River Valley Water Supply District which
shall provids for the district, upon terms
and conditions which the Secretary determines
are In the public interest, Lo relocate those

portlions
Natchez

of Sections 3-0 and 3~N of the

Trace Parkway In Madison County,

Misstissippi, required in connection with the
Peart! River Ressrvolr,

. « » Secretary of the Interior iz authorized
to transfer to the Psarl River wWater Supply

Bistrict
existling
roadway

the aforesald portiens of the
Natchez Trace Parkway lands and

in exchange for the contemporaneous

transfer to the United States . y . ©on the
basts of approximately eqgual values.

. « Secretary of tLthe Interior {s authorized
to accept and to use untll expended . ., ., .

On March &4, 1959,

the parkway gave the flgure of $3,215,750 to

the District as the cost for relocating 8.6 miles of roadway and
for raising the profile of 4.7 miles, Thias price later adjusted
to  $3,306,250 which included a number of grade separations,
county road realignments, as well as associated administrative
cCosts. The Service, now most apprehensive of the project, hoped
that these flgures waould overwhelm iocal planners., Lack of ths
details, which involved political maneuvering, prevents a

detatled analvysis

of the actions over the next few months,

Suffice 1o say that the District gave the Treasury of the United

States $600,000.
delegation securead,

Next, soms of the Mississippi Congressional
by an amendment ¢o the Federai-Ald Highway Act

of 14950, an appropriation of $2 miltlion ™. . ., to relocate a
section of the HNatchez Trace Parkway for the Pearl River
Reservoir projecs in Mississippi.™

Details of a tentative agreement were drafted in a meeting
between the Service and parkway personnel and Districe
authorities on Jdanusary 21, 195690, This preliminary document
guided the agencies concerned unti] September 18, 1962, when the
definitive pact was signed. Perhaps It is significant that
during this time both sides plaved the ground rules (n good faith
and in the final! agreement were able to integrate much of that

learned by trial.

The new route as determined by the National Park Service and the
Bureau of Public Roads and the plans for other related work were
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approved by the Director on February 21, 19582, The District made
the necessary surveys and completed Its land acquisition by mid-
19563, On June 28, 19863, the first of the land was conveyed to
the Service. Difflculties began to arise arcund one of the basic
agreements which stipulated that exchange of lands should be on
the ", , ., basis of approximately equal values.!

The last and presumably the final transaction betweesn the Service
and the Distrlct was one scenlc easement dated January 14, 1966,
Unfortunately, the Service was still faced with some reguests for
access and special use that were alien to the parkway's purpose
after that date.

Over the vears the parkway staff and Bureau officials have heaved
traditiomnal sighs of relief as contracts were sligned with
construction companies. Too, they now believed they could settile
back and work with the contractors in accomplishing the task with
perhaps only the infrequent neéeds of anythling beyond on-site
suggestlions. This reliccation created a new chapter in parkway
development. Twoe contracts, one with the N. W, Caldwell and
Sons, Inc., dated December 10, 1963, znd a supplementary cone with
the Delta Constructlion Company dated September 17, 1964, should
have provided a relocated parkway available for {full use no later
than 1866, By June of 1967 this feat was still approximately &
year from compietion, The Service had been embarrassed and its
image tarnished before a visiting public forced to take a
circuitous detour.

Efforts on the part of the Bureau to expedite work failed and the
Bureau notified N, W. Caldwell and Sons. Inc., that, because of
the company's inability or fallure to make progress in the
aliotted period of time the contract would be terminated. The
company replied that 1t had been unable to perform efficiently
due to government harrassment and indecision. On dJune 29, 1467,
a new contract was awarded Lo the Cook Conmstructien Company and
work commaenced almoest as the ink of the contracs was drying.
This renewed effort resuited In the major portion of the
relocation being completed In a vyear and Section 3-0 arcund Ross
Barnetlt Reservolr was opened to through traffic Jdumne §, 1968,

Nearly 3$4% miliion in rFedera)l funds were spent on & project that
was originally proposed as not ceosting anvything beyvond a few
incidentais. But the real harm and damage was to the image of
the HNational Park Service because of the extended periocd of time
that the approximately 20 miles of parkway was closed to through
trafflic between 1862 and 1968, Travel figures for June 1968 show
a 41 percent increase over Jdune of the previous year as a resuit
of the parkway once agein being opgned Lo through traffic. The
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strained Federal-State relations have jong since been
strengthened and today the experiesnce of driving the parkway i
greatly enhanced by the scenlc beauty of the Ross Barnesttl
Reservoir shoreline drive,
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[X PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Following the completion of the survey and the marking of the
route of the 0ld Trace in 1935, funds totaling $1,286,686 were
allotted for construction in Mississippi under authority of the

Emergency Appropriations Act of June 1934, Three construction
projects were agreed on: 12 miles in Adams and Jefferson
Counties near Natchez in southwest Mississippl (Section 3-W) and
22 miles northeasteriy from Ridgeland, Mississippi, in Madison

County (Sections 3-0 and 3-N-2). Contracts for these three
grading projects were awarded June 30, 1937, following the
acceptance of title of the rights—-of~way for the three sections

by the Federal Government. The rights-of-way were acquired on
the basis of 100 acres to the mile In fee simple, plus an
additional 50 acres per mile of scenic easement control. ATl

right-of-way was to be acquired by the three States, Mississippi,
Alabama, and Tennessee, and conveyed to the United States for
construction and development of the parkway.

Construction of the motor road began in the late summer of 1937
under the administration and supervision of the Bureau of Public

Rcads. The role of the Bureau of Public Roads in the development
of the Natchez Trace Parkway has been largely that of a
consulting engineering organization, providing engineering

services for the Jocation, design and construction of the motor
roads.

The duties and responsibilities of the Bureau are described in
the agreement executed in 1926 between the National Park Service
and the Bureau of Public Roads. This agreement provides for the
Bureau's engineers to make preliminary investigations and
preliminary estimates of <cost in c¢ooperation with landscape
architects of the National Park Service, Following this
preliminary phase and the decision to proceed with the project,
the Bureau's engineers make the location surveys and ©prepare
plans, specifications and estimates, alsc in cooperation with the
landscape architects. Following approval of the plans, the
Bureau is directed to advertise for bids and to proceed with
construction of the project. Most of the work has been done by
contract, with the Bureau being the representative of the
contracting officer and the supervision and inspection being
performed by the Bureau's engineers.

This 1926 agreement was continued in regulations issued by the
Secretary of the Interior and the Federal Works Administrator in
1944, These regulations provided for the collaboration of the
Bureauv and National Park Service Iin regard to all phases of
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reconnaissance, preliminary, and location surveys to establish a
tocation which was satisfactory to both agencles. in the design
of the project the general road location, the width of pavement
and roadwsay, the character and standards of alignment and grade,
and the location and layoutr of access roads are determlned
jointly by the Bureau and National Park Service.

The size of drainage structures, the elevation of grade lines
across streams, the depth of surfacling, the character and size of
foundations, the structural design of bridges, and ail phases of
the improvement whickh affect the integrity o©f the proposed
construction are the primary responsibility of the Bureau. The
archlitectural design of bridges and other structures, the rate
and shape of slopes In cuis and fills, the landscape development
of the right-of-way, the location and design of parking areas and
overlooks are features for which 1he National Park Service is
primarily responsible.

During the construction of the project, supervised by the Bureau,
the Service makes inspections of the work and coliaborates with
the Bureau's engineer. The final inspection and acceptance of
the completed work is done jointly by the representatives of the
Bureau and HNatliconal Park Service.

The c¢cooperative procedure was continued in a new agreement
executed August 10,1964, between the Secretary of the Interior
and the Secretary of Commerce. This agreement states that the

Bureau of Public Roads has an engineering organization proficlient
in the survey, design and construction of highways, and the
National Park Service, in the interest of economy and efficiency,
deslires to utllize the professional services of the Bureau. The
agencles agree that the Natlonal Park Service will utilize to

the fullest extent possible the professional engineering skilils
of the Bureau in connection with the planning, programming,
survey, design and construction of certain National Park System
reoads, and the Bureau will cooperate with the Natioenal Park

Service in making its services available for such work,
consistent with its other responsibilities and availlable
personnel. The agreement, In the interest of avoiding any

dupltication of services and costs, provides that on projecis
undertaken by the Bureau for the National Park Service, Lhe
Service shall be responsible for the performance of all
architectural and landscape architectural services, and the
Bureau shall be responsible for the performance of all highway
engineering services.

The Bureau'ls responsibilities were assigned to what is now the
Eastern Federal Highway Administiration Office~Region 15, which
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consists of a group of engineers, technicians and administrative
personnel proficient in designing, constructing znd administering
highway projects in the Federal domain. '

To implement surveys and design of the motor road, a residency
office was established at Jackson, Mississippi, in 1936, under
Mr, Brownell with C. H. Buchanan as design engineer and chief
asslistant. M. J. Spelman, District Engineer, with headquarters at
Ariington, Virginia, was In overall charge of direct Ffedaral
construction In the eastern part of the Unlited States for all.
park and forest roads.

The nucleus of the forces established at Jackson was transferred
there from work on the Blue Ridge Parkway, and consequently was
already familiar with parkway design and construction.

The <Congress appropriated $51.5% miilion for the fiscal vear 1938
for continuing construction of the HNHatchez Trace Parkway, These
funds were made available on Lhe baslis of ratabie esxpenditure in
the threes States through which the parkKway was to be constructed
according to the mileage of parkway within each 5State. Further
approprlaticons were made for the fiscal yvears 1939, 1940 and 1941
totaling $3,550,000. These appropriations continued to be based
on the same ratable sgxpenditure of funds.

In Mississippl the funds were concentrated between Jackson and
Tupeloc with the exception of the 12 miles of Section 3-W near
Natchez.

Prior to the onset of World War I@, construction conslsted
largely of grading and drainage. Three bridges had beern built,
stabilirzed base had bean constructed on one 25-mile section, and
two 10-mile sections had been gravel surfaced. According Lo
Senate Document Number 158, 19 a total of 95 miles was under
contract and ir various stages of construction in Mississipp]l and
a contract for grading 9.4 miles of parkway for the first section
porth of the Alabama-Tennessee line (Project 1-J-1) was started
on April §, 1940. This early construction was administered by
two  Bureau of Public Roads resident engineers. Malntenance oOf
these first sections of parkway was the responsibitity of the
Bureau of Public Roads.

During wWorld War I1 no construction was undertaken. One
enginesr's residency was disbanded, most of the personnel of both
residencies were transferred elsewhere and a skeleton force with
one reslident engineer remained Lo take care of maintenance.
Pretiminary ard location surveys were made with avallable
personnel.,
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;€Onstruczion was resumed In 1847. During the interim Lhere was &

:change in basic design of the motor road. Originally, it was
{planned to construct grade separations at railroads and major
{highways only, with minor roads crossing at grade, The new

concept called for evemtual grade separation of all public road
crossings.

Construction was guite active through 1852, This consisted of
grading, drainage, gravel base, bridges and bltuminous
surfacings. Part of the work was done by contract and part by
Government forces. As  bituminous surfacing was completed,
maintenance of these sections was assumed by the Nationmal Park
Service.

As 1952 drew 1o & close, <construction was greatly curtailed, due
to limitation of finamcing, and most of the Bureau's forces were

transferred o other areas,. in the 18-vear period, 1435-53%,
appreximately 517.2 million doliars had besn appropriated for
surveys and construction. 20 In 1854% there was a8 resurgence

of interest and financling by the national authorities and funds
were made available onge again for construction,

MISSION &6 for the Natchez Trace Parkway was a period of
substantial accomplishment. The MISSION 66 Prospectus for the
Natchez Trace Parkway was an idealistic document that envisioned
the virtual completion of the 450-mile scenic and historic
parkway in the ten-year period between 1956 and 1966. It proved
impossible to complete the parkway within the hoped for ten—-year
period, vyet the prospectus should not be faulted as a dream,
since dreams were the basis of the MISSION 66 concept.

In an articls appearing In the April 1360 issue of Wesiwavs
magazine, former Director Conrad L. Wirth reviewed some of the
factors that had led him toward the creatvion of the MISSICN &6
program:

Conservation and protection of the priceless
scenic, sclentiflic and historic fFeatures of
the Nationasl Park System, arnd development of
roads, trafls, and facilities adeguate for
current and fulture pubiic use requirements are
the prime objectives of the National Park
Sarvice MISSION 66 program.

During World War 11, areas administered by the

Service deteriorated because funds and
MANDOWEr were udunavalilable as the nation
concentrated its might on winning the war.,
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Mainitenance in some areas was extremely

difficult, and our national parks sszemed
destingd to become Governmeni-operalted bilight
areas.

The vears that followed the end of the war
brought new problems as increasing millions of
people visited areas in the Natlonal Park
System that were wholly unprepared to meet the
need,.

MISSION B& was concelved as a c¢rash program to alleviate these
problems &and to create a8 new forward Impetus which would allow
the Service to meet {ts inherent responsibilities 1o the American
people,

The Natchez Trace Parkway Prospectus was overly ambiticus In Itus
hopes for the ten-year program because Director Wirth Intended
that all areas of the Service plan the ideal solutions to  thelr
problems, rather than patchwork soiuttons as had bean
necesasitated by the strangled economics of the vyears prior Lo
1956,

In 1855 the parkway had barely begun 1o realize its potential as
a source of recreation and memorialization of the historic Trace.
There was a total of 113 miles of paved parkway, A T70-mile unit
of parkway connected Ridgeland and French Camp in Mlssissippi,
permitting traffic to move north from the state capital of
Jackson toward northesst Missiassippi. The remaining 34 miles
were Jlocated in Alabama and Tennessee and connected Highway 20 in
Alabama with U. &, Highway 64 in Tennessee. The southern portion
of the parkway contained limited visitor use facilities and
interpretive sites. The northern section of the parkway
contained no vizitor wuse facilities. There were no modern
comfort stations on the parkway, o campgrounds, Nne provisions
for gasoline, and only one small wavside museum that had been
opened to Lthe public in 1851 at Ridgeland.

Utitity buildings, district Ranger offlices, and staff housing

along the parkway were largely non-existent. The first entrance
exhibit shelters at U. S. Hlghways 64 in Tennessee and 61 in
Mississippl were in place, the beginning of a long series of

exhibit shelters that would become one of the trademarks of the
Natchez Trace Parkway.

Meriwether Lewis National Monument and Ackia Battleground
National Monument were physically Isolated from the paved sectlon
of the parkway. Brices {ross Roasds and Tupelo Natlional
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Battlefi{ield Sites had been fairly well developed. The potential

was there and the prospectus had spelled it out, but there
remained the problems of Jland acquisition, construction,
research, speciflic area plans, staffing, and al} the other
elements that were needed to develop the parkway into a fuil

scale unit of the National Park System.

On August 10, 1961, Ackia Battlefield and Meriwether Lewls were
tegislatively reclassified and officially became a part of the
Natchez Trace Parkway. By May of 1962 the parkway was completed
between U. S. Highway 45, north of Tupelo, and U. §. Highway 51
(1-55) north of Jackson. Also In 1962, a short two- and one-half
mile one-way drive following the originat winding route of the
historic 01d Trace in Tennessee was completed.

By the end of MISSION 66 the parkway had developed a total of 19

picnic areas, Three campgrounds were in operation and a fourth
one Was being planned at Colbert Park. Twenty~three
administrative and service bulldings had been constructed during
the ten-year period, bringing the total to G4k, Twenty-five
utility buildings were completed and in use,. Eighteen modern
comfort stations had replaced the primitive facilities that
existed in 1955, One service station, operated by a

concessioner, had been opened on May 1, 1961, at Jeff Busby.
Mount Locust, an historic building, had been open to the public
since February 1957, The Tupelo Visitor Center and headquarters
building was opened in 1962.

Also by the end of 1965 there were interpretive roadside and
trailside exhibits at some 30 locations, permitting the visitor
to gain a wide historical perspective from the period of the
early Indians through the final days of the 01d Trace's
usefulness. MNature areas with associated trails permitted the
visitor to gain an understanding of the varying ecological
conditions from central Tennessee to scuthern Mississippi.

By the end of 1966 the parkway was still Jless than two-thirds
complete, vyvet real progress had been achieved under the MISSION
66 program. A total of 269 miles of paved parkway with related
park facilities were complete and open for public use at a total
cost of $77 million -- 50 miles In Tennessee, 17 In Alabama, and
202 Iin Mississippi. The paved sections of the parkway had grown
from two relatively short sections, falrly well isolated from
normal interstate patterns of travel, to four sections that
interconnected major highways, permitting the visitor to travel
from Nashville to Natchez following the route of the historic 0td
Trace. These four sections were: a 12-mile section just north
of Natchez, a 36-mile section between Port Gibson and Jackson,
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154 miles between Jackson and Tupelo, and 67 miles in Alabama and
Tennessee. Under construction were 35 miles of parkway, of which
1t miles was relccation of existing road beside the Ross Barnett
Reservolir at a cost of approximately $3.5 million dollars.

A major accomplishment was the completicon of the mile-long
Tennessee River Bridge and the short section of parkway from the
bridge to Route 15 In Alabama, permilting the bridge to be opened
to the public on dJune 2, 1966,

Land acgulsition had been a perennial problem since the beglinning
of the parkway, and it was not until 1866 that land acguisition
finally was appreciably ahead of construction. At the close of
1966 there had been conveyed to the Unlted States 346 miles of
Natchez Trace Parkway right-of-way, of an eveniual total of
approximately 447 miles between Natchez and Mashville, Of great
significance during 1966 was Mississippi's conveyance to the
Federal Governmant of 38 miles of Natchez Trace Parkway right-of-
wWay. For the first tlme In ten vears Mississippl parkway lands
in Federal! ownership were appreciably ahead of funds available
for construction; the current fiscal vear funds provided for ontly
six miles o©of new parkway road construction. In Alabama and
Tennessee the parkway road was either complete or under
construction on all right-of-way that had been conveyed to the
United States,.

¥A1l of the right-of-way in Alabama had been acquired and deeded
to the Federal Government by 19068 except for one 128~acre tract
kmown as the Carter Tract which was tied up Iin litigation and
finally @accepted by the Federal Government January §, 1973.
Mississippl continued to acquire right-of-way and on May 22,
1975, the deed and title insurance for Sectlon 3-X were presented
te the MNatchez Trace Parkway by former Chief of Right-of~-Way
Robert Bell at informal ceremonies at Tupelo headquarters,
completing the state's land acguisition for parkway purpoessas. By
1975 Tennessee had deeded all but 44 miles of rilght-of-way. Of
these 44 miles, 22 mites had been purchased and the Tennesses
Highway Department was actively engaged in acquiring the
northernmost 22 miles of remaining land. ‘

Betwsen 1867 and 1975 the pace of construction slowed down
considerably and at the end of 1275 there was a total of 31§
miles of completed parkway at an approximate total cost of §&6
million. A& fifth lIsolated t-mile section through Tishomingo
State Park was completed in 1971 and the U.5. Highway 45 overpass
at the southernmost end of section 3-C immediately north of the
Tupelo Visitor Center was opened to traffic in 1975, In 1975 and
1976 several coniracts were let for construction of bridges and




roadway to complete the 16 miles In section 3-C betweem U.S.
Highway and Kirkville.

In 1977 $15,881,000 was provided for overlay of all existing
parkway needing resurfacing and contracts were let for 175 miles
of parkway, the most ambltious paving project ever undertaken by
the National Park Service. Over 314 million was provided for new
construction and contracts were Jlet for construction and final
paving of the L4.8 mites of section 2-D~1 in Alabame and for
clearing and grading of section 3-8-1, 8.9 miles, Inciuding
clearing and stabllizing Pharr Mcounds. Another 5.3 miles was
added to the parkway when section 3-C-2 north of HMHwy 363 was
accepted In dJuly and opened to the public In Qctober. Also In
1977 =a 1978 FY Congresslional "add on™ of S8 million provided
money for planning and constructing a portion of 1-D In
Tennessee.

By the end of 1978 resurfacing was completed or nearing
completion on 2106 miles of parkway. Orn Augusi 21 an additional
4,1 miles of parkway, 3-C-3, was completed and acceptied but was
not opened to the public pending completion of the remaining
sections between U.S5. Highway 45 and Kirkville, On September 24,
1978, two additional contracts were awarded: $5,111,315 for 5.2
mites of section 1-D-2 north to Jackson Falls in Tennessee, and

$2,.844,060 for the 2.0 miles of 3-U-2 in Mississippi. Congress
appropriated 519 miilion for 1979 FY construction and planhing to
be allocated as follows: 515 militon for continuation of 3-B in

Mississippi, 53.5 million for continuation of 2-D in Alabama, and
$500,000 for planning 3=V in Mississippi.

Also by the end of 1978 Tennessee had acquired all remaining
right-cf-way on sections 1-4, 1-B, and 1-C and had deeded 1-D L0
the parkway. The state was actively completing all the legal work
on the remaining three sections in order to deed them to the
Federal Government.

in 1§78 the remalining portions of section 3-C were completed and
the entire 16 miles between U.S. Highway 45 and Rirkville (MS$
3712 were open to public use. For the filrst time the entire
detour between Mississlippi and Alabama was slagnad, providing a
viable alternative to the crowded and dangercous U.S. Highway 45
route between Tupelo and .5, Highway 72 in Alabama,

Meetings and cooperative planning with the Corps of Engineers
culminated in 1979 with approval of an agresement for shared costs
in construction o©of the parkway bridge over the Tennessee-
Tomblghbee Waterway. Dement Construction Company was awarded a
$9,592,089 contract for this structure (3-A~2, B-2) and initial
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clearing and grading began in late 1979. Alsc late in 1979, Hays
Company was awarded the 3-B-~3 contract In the amount of
82,347,364 for eight bridge structures and other work at Donivan
Creek as well as work on seven county roads in Itawamba and
Prentiss Counlies.

Fundlng of an additional 324 million in 1979 was to provide for
completion o©f the missing 1inks between Mississippl {(3-4) and
Alabama (?-D) with contracts to be let in 1980.

During 1979 the parkway cooperated with the Mlississippi State

Highway Commission and TVA {(powerlline relccation) toward
censtruction of & relocated four-lane divided U. &. Highway 78
two miles scutheast of parkway headguarters. Gld Town Pond, a

Tandmark and minor recreation site at milepost 263.5, was drained
to make way for the new highway and to be relocated just north of
the old location,

The Draft Land Acquisition Plan for the parkway was completed in
April 1980 following three public meetings Lo receive oral and
written comments held March 13, 20, and 21 at Meriwether lewis,
Kosciusko, and Tupelo, respectively. While attendance at these
meetings was generally light, several parkway nelighbors expressed
their concern over any changes that would restrict existing
parkway access, Total acreage Included was not  targe but
involved numerous Lracts for county road adiusiments to eliminate
grade crossings.

Arr estimated crowd of 200 to 250 atitsnded a ribbon-cutting
ceremony held Saturday, MNovember 15, to officialiy open the 6.2

miles of ssction 1D2 in Tennessee. Tennessee Senator Jim $asser
praesentaed the Kevynots address at the Jackson Falls turnout on the
northern end of the new section at 11:45 a.m. Representing the

Mational Park LService were Superintendent James Bainbridge and
Regional Deputy Director C. W. "dsck' Ogle.

Twoe additliconal contracts completed in 1980 were 2D1, 4,8 miles of
final parkway in Alabama south of Buzzard Roost Creek, and 3B1,
8.9 miles north of M5 Hwy 371 but which could not be opernied
because it did not include bridges and final surface. Work
progressed well on the eight separate 3832 bridges under contract
to Hays {ompany, Inc., and another contract, 3B4, for .76 miles
of parkway Including five bridge strucltures at Browns Bottom was
swarded to  Patterson and lewis Lonsiruction Lompany for
$3,317,948.

Five additional contracis, three In Alabama and two in
Mississippi, were awarded in 1980, Servidone Construction
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Company was awarded two contracts for the remaining mainline
parkway in Alabama, 203, 3.1 miles frem 2Dl souih Lo Mynct Road,
53,361,526, and 2D2 for the remaining 3.4 miles south to Cedar
Creek, 54,298,754, A contract of $739,000 was negotiated with N.
.. Carson Construction Company Lo bulld the bridge over Colbert

County 1. There was no funding for the Cedar Creek bridge to
close the gap between Alabama and the Tishominge section In
Miselssippi. Dement Construction Company was awarded 3A7, 3.0

miles from Bay Springs north to Misslssippi Hwy &, $3,331,211,
and Patterson Lonstruction Company was the successful bidder,
$2,737,058, on the 3AL contract of 3.2 miles north of Mississippi
Hwy &,

Late in 1980, Tennessee provided quit claim deeds for sections 1B
and 10, totaling 2,212 acres, and final acceptance was completed
on January 29, 1981].

Four miles of additional parkway were ofFficlally oapened for
public wuse in 1981 when the 3U2 contract for two miles of
mainiine parkway north of Mississlppl HMwy 552 was completed and
officially dedicated on July 25. Two additional contraclts were
compieted and accepted in 1881, 206, Colbert County 1 bridge in
Alabama, and 3AZ2, 2.6 miles beiween Bay Springs and Mississippi
Highway &, These were not opened for public use pending flinal
paving and completion of addittonal adjoining sections of the
parkway.

In 1981, 2.9 miies of parkway north of Mississippi Highway 553,

3V2, was contracted to Patterscon Enterprises, Lrd. for
$4,476,502, Four additional bridge contracts in Mississippl were
awarded In 1981: Mississippi Highway 4 bridge to Lewis

Contruction ($597,788), Mississippi Highway 25 bridge to Hays
Construction (51,1584,5223, two county road bridges, 3A5 and 3A6,
for 5534,000 to Dement Construction, and & negotiated contract
with N. L. Carson for $534,064 to build Wills Creek bridge.

Funding of approximately $11.5 million was provided for
construction in the 1987 fiscal year, ensuring completing the gap
hetween Mississippl! and Alabama. Lewis Construction was awarded

a %2,977,699 contract for the two miles of section 3A6 and they
were also successful low bidders at $695,390 for the Cedar Creek
bridge on 2D. These ftwo contracts placed all uncompleted
portions of the parkway between Mississippi Highway 371 and U. 5.
Highway 72 in Alabama under construction.

Additional c¢onstruction funded in 1882 Included grading and
drainage for 3IV3 negotiated with Edgar Williams Contractors for
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$958,984, 305 bridge repair over Mississippi Route 467, dJdackson
Falls Interpretive shelter/comfort station, and a paving project,
1E2A.

19382 saw completion of 3A3, B2, bridge structure and related work
al the Tennessee Tombigbee Waterway; 3A4, 3.4 miles of parkway;
3A7 and 3AY%, bridges over Mississippi Highways 25 and 4; and 3B4,
five bridge structures and reltated work at Browns Bottom.

AL the end of 1982 the Tennessee Depariment of Transportation had
acqulired ail the property on l1-A, save two parcels which were to
be acquired by condemnation, and was preparing the deged Lo
transfer the entire section Lo the Nationa!l Park Service. Also
in 1982, tract 126-16, .09 acres at Palmetto Crossing on sectlon
1D was purchased from Mrs. Lazette Metcalfe, who retained a 25
vear use and occupancy right to 1.58 acres with improvements.

/©
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X ADMINISTRATION OF THE NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY

In December 1934, after the Congressional authorization for the
survey of the Natchez Trace and feasibility study of bullding =a
parkway along its route, funds in the amount of §7.5 million were
allotted to the National Park Service faor construction of three
sections of par¥way road in Mississippl, This was the bsginning
of the long-range program of construction and physical
development of the Natchez Trace Parkway which eventually would
reguire malntenance, protection of park visitors and property,
visitor services and other activities.

Through the vyears an organization to meet these needs evoelved

censisting of a Superintendent and his immediate staff and four
divisions, each responsible for one of the primary functions of
maintenance, administratlion, interpretation and visitor services,
and rescurce management and visitor protection.

For convenience the history and evolution of each is discussed
separately although in actual dav-to-day operation the divisions
coovperate and work closely. In order to accomplish the missions
and objectives of the Natchez Trace Parkway and National Park
Service no division or individual can function without the
support and ceooperation of ail of the other divisions and
employees. Also accomplishments, and changes and improvements
clited in the account of one office or division often affected all
divisions because of the interdependence of these various roles
and functions.

Growth In slze and complexity of the entire Natchez Trace Parkway
organization as well as the total number of parkway emplovees
parallels closely parkway construction, acquisition of right-of-
way, and Increase In visltor use with the attendant increase in
management and visitor protection responsibilities.



. Office of the Superintendent

(Overall supervision and coordination of all activitles Involving
operation, management, planning and develgopment of the Natchexz
Trace Parkway.)

As a result of Initial parkway funding in 1934 an organization
was needed bevond the temporary survey and study groups Iin order
to initiate and carry forward the planning, land acquisition, and
development of the Natchez Trace Parkway Project. Edward §.
Zimmer, a Landscape Architect with the old Eastern O0ffice of the
Branch of Plans and bDesign who had supervised on the ground Uhe
planning aspects of the previous feasibility survey, remalned in
Mississippl as Resident Landscape Architect for the Project.
Frank L. Brownell, representing the Bureau ¢f Public Raads,
remained as Resident Engineer te make location and topographic

SUrveys, in cooperation with Zimmer, and to prepare construction
plans.
Early in 1938, Malcelm Gardner, a Historian in the Washington

Office, was transferred to the new Project Headquarters at
Jackson, Mississippi, as Resident Historian. In a memorandum to
Messrs. Vint and Chatelain of February 19, 1936, Associate
Director A, £. Demaray set forth the procedures Lo govern the
Service's field activities on the Project:

"The Branch of Plans and Deslign, through the Resjident
Landscape Architect (Mr. Zimmer), will be responsible for
the organization and administration of the field office, for
the conduct of surveys and the preparation of detalled plans,

and for contracts with the Bureau of Public Roads. Also, Mr.
Zimmer will report to Mr, Vint on the progress of the field
wWork,

"The Branch of Histopric Sites and Buiidings, through the
Resident HIstorian (Mr. Gardner), will be responsible for
the historical research and historical planning, for all
right of way matters wilth the State, for contracts with the
Washington Office regarding these phases of the work, and
for a1l public relations except those with the Bureau of
Pubiic Roads.

"lt is expected that on all major guestions Mr. Zimmer and

Mr. Gardner will confer and agree before taking steps which

might In any way commit this Sarvice to a line of action.'
Thomas L. Heffernan, Historian on the Washington Office
Historical Research Staff and an attorney by training, was also
transferred to Jackson as Gardner's assistant.

By virtueg of their poesitions, Brownell, Zimmer, and Gardner wereg
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a de facte zriumvirate for carrying forward the varlety of
Matchez Trace fileld activities which, however, did not vyet
Inctlude ownership and protection of any park land or operation of

park facititles, The stout egos and self-confidence of ths
members of this Informal copmittlee were not always conducive to
expeditious decisions and concerted action. Many of the project

activities were interrelated and inextricably bound togethear.
Or April 26, 1837, Demaray lssued more specific instructions:

HATTl contacts with the State are Lo made through Mr.
Gardner, and a&l!l State officials should correspond only with
Mr, Gardner. Mr., Gardner will then refer the matter to the

proper Park Service or Bureau official for preparation of
reply, #¥¥ We must Inslst that all contacts with State
officials be handled through only the designated
representatlive of the Service. ®¥¥matters relating to design
and construction problems must be deferred to the technical
views of Mr., Zimmer."9

In July 1837, Director Arnc 8. Cammerer designated Gardner as
"Representative-in-Charge, Natchez Trace Parkway Project."

In the fall of 1937 Gardner was furloughed as one of itwoe Service
employees who had been awarded fellowshlps at Yale Unliversity for
the 1937-38 school vear. Designated as Acting Representative-Iin-
Charge during Gardner's absence was Randall B. Truett, a former
Histcorian at Shiloh National Milltary fPark who had been
previocusly assiagned to the Natchez Trace Project as an Assistant
Historian,

in February 1938, H. Reese Smith, an ex-Ranger and then Assistant
Engineer at (Colonial, was assigned to the Prolect's dJdackson
Office as Assistant Superintendent. In addition to providing.
normal  administrative duties on a project in the initial stages
of development, Smith also was the Service's Right-of-Way
Engineer, working iIn close assocliation with the Mississippl
Highway Depariment on property line surveys for right-of-way and
the many details of land acquisition.

An Act of Congress of May 18, 1938, had established the parkway
as a wunit of the National Park System. Inm  August 1938 the
Secretary of the Interlor, on the Director's recommendation,
namad Gardner as Acting Superintendent, with the payroll title of
Assaciate Research Technician. Dr. Dawson A, Phelps Jjoined the
staff as Aszssistant Historian in 1839, succeeding Truett who went
to Washington, and did most of the early historical work, picking
up where Heffernan and Truett had left off. Gardner's time was
primarily taken up wWlth administration, and he was named
Superintendent in July 1942,
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In the late spring of 1837 the State of Mississipp! conveved
about 3I4 miles of HNatchez Trace righi-of-way to the United
States, and construction was started that summer and fall on the

first three parkway road projects. Jackson continued to be the
field headquarters for Natchez Trace activities of borth the
Service and Bureau of Public Roads. As surveys for parkway

location and Jand acguisition were belng started northeast
Mississippl and in Alabama and Tennessee, the Bureau divided 1is
Natchez Trace oberations between two fleld offlces~—am existing
residency at Vicksburg, and a new residency which was established
at Florence, Alabama. In June 1941 the fleld headquarters of the
Service!s Natcher Trace administrative and planning activities
was tLransferred from dJackson to Tupselo, Mississippi, @& more
central Jocatlon, roughiy halfway between Nashvilie and Ratchez.

The new headquarters at Tupelo was a 178-acre tract about five
miles north of town at the intersection of the proposed parkway
tocatvlon and U. 3. Highway 45, Previously, this had been the
Tupelo Homesteads, a subsistence houslng project of 335 small
thresa-to-flve-room houses on large lots for the benefit of lower
income workers by means of 20-to-~40-year opurchase contracts.
This social and economic experimant of the Roosevelil ""New Deal"
was begun in 1935 under the Resettlement Administration. By 1849
only two units were under purchase agreements, and the program

was belng TTguidated by the Department of Agriculture, which
valued the Tupelo Homesteads at $80,000. The Service deslred the
northeast corner of the tract for parkway right-of-way. After

some negotiations at the Washington OFffice level, the Departmant
of Agriculture, on August 31, 1944, transferred the entire tract
to the Interior Depariment for parkway purposes. With the aid of
a2 CCC Camp, four dwellings were combined for offices and drafting
rooms. The other dwellings, while not up to Ssrvice standards,
were utilized for guarters, thereby faclllitating recrditment of
parkway perseonnel and providing a true park community at the
central headguarters,

The apprcach ©of the YWorld War 11 greatly reduced progress on
going construction projects, with entry of the Unlited States into
the war terminating one cgontract, 3-M-1, about 12 percent
complete. Many employees of both the Service and the Bureauy went
Into military service or transferred o various projects
cennected with prosecution of the war effort. Remaining
personnel provided protection and maintenance of the 104 miles of
right-of-way in Federal ownership on which some construction had
been undertaken,. Gniy about 36 miles, liocalted in Mississippl,
had an all-~weather surface treatment zllowing public use. The
few remaining planning people were engaged In preparation of
"nlans on the shelf" For resumption of construction after the war
and to facilitate eventual transition of Lhe national economy Lo
a peacetims basis.
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Iin June 1942 Assistant Superintendent Smith entered on military
duty, serving as an engineer officer in the Near East and In
Europe. During his three and one-half year absence the Jjob was
not fllled and jts duties were divided betwaen the Superintendent
and Chief Ranger Clifford J. Harriman. On return from military
service, Smith served almost a vear In his old position, untll
his promotion to Park Engineer in December 1946. Warren Hamilton
was the second Asslistant Superintendent at Natchez Trace Parkway
from May 1887 to March 1§52, and since then a number of
individuals have served in that capacity. Elbert Cox, long-time
Reglional Director of the Southeast Reglon, swmmarized the staltus
of Assistant Superintendents at Nalchez Trace as being a training
ground for them.

The secretaries for the Superintendent's office took care of
detaitls and drudgery and, in that role, often worked for the
gntire adminstrative staff, teaving the Superintendent and
Assistant Superintendent free for the more pleasant duties of
supervision, management, much travel, and participation in
numerous conferences and meetings. In successlon the Secretaries
were Nancy E. Parrish, Pesuline €., O'Hara, Patricia Prince, Mable
Turman, dJeyce W, Anderson, Leola H. Barber, and Barbara A. Slides,
These hercoines should not he alliowed to remailin anonymous.

Mississippi's convenance in 1837 of the first lands for Natchez
Trace Parkway purposes began the carrot-and-club dipiomatic
tasks of protecting the property, of explaining Service policies
of conservation and development and of converting agricultural
and woodiand trazcls Into park lands, ijocally and slowly accepled
as set apart and preserved for historic, scenig, arid
recreational purposes. After World War 11, with units of the
parkway road and park facilitles being completed for public use,
much greater emphasis had to be given to maintenance, to staff
davelopment and training, to vislitor protection and Interpretive
services, and Lo constant emphasis that the Natchez Trace Parkway
was a park and not a public highway.

The regional reorganization of the Service, Instituted in the
late 1930's, had little effect on Natchez Trace adminlistrative
ratationships for many vears. Interim maintenance of the parkway
moetor road under stage construction was provided by BPR persannetd
and "post—construction® preocedures. Costs of the Service's fleld
administrative, research, protection, and planning activities
were all borne for many years by allotments from construction
funds. Still in the early developmeni or project stage, the
NMatchez Trace was under the Washington Officels direct
supervisian, primarily that of Associate Director Demaray and
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Chief Landscape Architect ¥Yint. In 1945, soon afier Regional
Dlrector Tom Allen's return from military service to his civilian
post In Richmond, the Natchez Trace was completely
Tragionaltized. ™ The planning, design, and construction
activitiaes of the fleld ¢ffice of the Branch of Plans and Design
were placed under the general supervision of the Superintendent
who In Lturn reported to the Regional Director. in the rote of
U"spliritual advisor™ Tom Vint continued te take & very active and
helpful interest in all phases of Natchez Trace development and
aoperation. After the Service reorganization of 1954, the
technical functions of planning and development were placed in
the Fastern Office of Design and Construction Iin Philadelphia.

The accelerated development under both the Service's MISSION 65
program and the Elsenhower Administration's impetus for a masslve
naticonal highway and road construction effort provided a8 ten-fold
increase fn funds for parkway develgopment. Although there were
many unanticipated and frustrating delays In convevances of
essential parkway land, or right-of-way, by the cooperating
States of Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee, much progress was
made toward completion of the parkway in the £0's. The expansion
in acreage of Natchez Trace lands, provision of many additional
park facilities, and the great increase in publle wuse all
required an expanding staff and increased the activities of park

administration. Until the Natchez Trace is completed there
remain the continuing responsibilitlies of attempting Lo
coordinate Federal planning and development with land acqulsition
procedures of  three Highway Departments and the iocal road
systems of 28 Individual countries, not to 1tist iInnumerable

intersecting public utility Tines and requiremenis of egress and
ingress for many tracts of residual lands that have been isolated
by parkway land acqulsitlon.

In 1849 tfeimer €. Reynolds joined the parkway as the first
Management Agronomist Lo develop a 5011 and Moisture
Conservation Program and to provide technical assistance for the
agricultural leasing program; he made the original Soil and
Molsture Control inventory of parkway lands. He was succeeded by
Paul Balch and In 1962 the position was establlshed as Soll
Conservationist on the Superintendent’s immediate staff when Joe
Lynch entered on duty February 9, 1962,

In the Jate 897s and early 70's Mr. Lynch assumed additional

duties and responsibilities Including c¢oncession management,
safety and environmental (mpactis, By 1975 his Safervy (Officer
duties comprised 3% percent of his time. This variety of duties

and additional assignmenits such as parkway represantative for the
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Bureau of Qutdoor Recreation?’s study of the proposed Natchez
Trace Scenic Trall from 1674 to 1976 resulted in the local evolu-
tion of titlte from Soll Conservatiaonist to Staff Assistant.

On March 12, 1967, Mr. Gardner was promoted Lo Assistant to the
Deputy Dlrector in the Washington Offlce, after serving on the
parkway as its head manager for 31 vyears. In January of that
vyear he summed up the position of Superintendent as follows:

"The Superintendent has needed to coordinate a wide variety
of complex and inter-locking actlivitles and to reconciie
divergent, and often conflicting, viewprints and interests.
Much of his duty to advance the Service's conservation and

esthetic palicies reqguireaed close cooperation with
Independent agencies at varlous governmental levels and much
effort and persuasion, Within the Service's own fleld

organization the Superintendent has helped Lo recruit and
train new people and tried Lo ald in maintaining morale and
a satisfactory working climate. He also serviced in pari as
chairman of a highly competent committee of specialists,
some of whom doubled as both staff and ltine officers.
Individuals have come and gone, byt the team spirit has
continued; all have cooperated In doling an outstanding job.
The BSuperintendent's responsibiiities are many and varied--a
challenging and rewarding Jjob."

He was succeeded by Joseph . Rumburg who managed the parkway for
a yvear and a half from Aprii §, 1967 to September 21, 13&£%. in
that time much of the remaining right—-of-way In Mississippl was

acquired, The Service-wide programs of Egual Employment
Opportunity and Incentive Awards were emphasized and continue Lo
be an Integral part of park management. In 14967 the annhual

budget for parkway operation was $1,142,205 and the number of
employees totalted 154 of which 107 of the 113 authorized
permanent positions were filled.

Park Management assumed an additional responsibiiity and workload
in 1867 with designation of the Superintendent as State
Coogrdinatoer  for Mississippi which, particularly In the 7@'s,
occupied much of the Superintendent's time with renewed interest
in complieting the parkway. Designating the Superintendent as
State Coordinator made the position of Assistent Superintendent
much more critical and impeortant as that position assumed more
responsibility for daily parkway management and for making
declsions In the absence of the Superintendent.

In September of 1958 Robert . Haraden became Superintendent
until Jdanuary 23, 1972. Unfortunately, the National Park Service
discontinued the annual Superintendent’s report from 1958 through
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1971 and much of the administrative history was not recordad, Int
1968 passage of the Nationail Trali Systems Act which Tncluded the
Natchez Trace brought renewed attention to the Natchez Trace
Parkway. Iin 1969 the parkway began participating in the
Neighborhood Youth Corp (NYC) program and the FOST concept of
management was being considered In various unlits of the National
Park System as an attempt Lo manage the parks in the face of
critlical manpower shortages. The Natchez Trace Parkway was
inciuded in this study but the concept was never impliemented,

Another means of managing and providing assistance to parks
within personnel cellings was the 'cluster" concept, and in 1970
the parkway assumed group responsibillty for Shiloh, Stones
River, Vicksburg, and {halmette,. Vicksburg and Chalmette were
remaoved from the Natchez Trace cluster in 1972 and the entire
group was dissolved In 1976 with the removal of Stones River and
Shiloh.

During February 1371, CLongressman Julia Butler Hanson, Director
Hartzog, and Southeast Regional Director Thompson visited the

parkway. Mrs. Hanson arrived In Tupelo the evening of February
10 and traveled south over all existing sections of the parkway
to  HNatchez. At various times during their stay on the parkway

the pariy was Jjoined by Congressmen Whitten, Montgomery, and
Griffin, all of whem have a portion of the parkway within thelr
districis, This vwvisit presented a fortunate opportunity Lo
discuss parkway problems with the various individuals,

in 1972 the National Park Service celebrated 100 yvears of the
Mationai Park idea and the Naichez Trace Parkway entered the
second century of parks with a new Superintendent, C., W. (Jack)
Ogle, who entered on duty April 16, 1972.

Also In 1972 the first permanent position of Landscape Archlitect,
funded by and as part of the parkway's allotted permanent
positicons, was establishad with Bilily Morgan entering on duty
March 19, 1972, and assigned as a staff member to the
Superintendent. Prior to this time a1l resident architects were
on  temporary duty or assigned to the parkway from thelr home
offices of Design and Consiruction or the Denver Service (enter,

In dJanuary 1873, the Superiniendent accepted membership as an
advisory member of the Mississipptl Historic Preservaticn
Professlonal Review Board and attended meetings and reviewsd
nominations toe the National Register.

During the next five-year period, 1872-1977, there was & renewsd
interest In completing the parkwavy. Congressional delegations
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from Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississlppl went on public record
supporting early completion of the parkway and several bills were
intreoduced 1o fund parkway complietion; these received no action.
A vigorous letter writlng campalgn by citizens of the tLhree
states demonstrated grass roots concern.

A visit to the Natchez Trace Parkway February 13-14, 197%, by
four members, and their wives, of the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on  Interior and Related Agencies attested to the
renewed Interest In the parkway., Arrangements for this trip were
made by Representative Thad Cochranm of Mississippil. The four
subcommittee members were Rod Tayior of WNorth Larolina, Jdoe
Skubitz and Keith Sebeilius of Kansas, and John Happy Camp of
Oklahoma. They jeft with a better understanmding of parkway
problems having actually traveled the road and seen the
disconnected sections. in that same vyear at its July 23rd znnual
meeting at Pickwick Landing State Park, the Tennessee River
Valley Assacliation went on record as endorsing and supporting the
sarly completion of the parkway.

This activity and interest culminated in a "Finish the Trace"
meeting held in Tupelo, September 25-286 at the annual meeting of
the Natchez Trace Assccliatlion, For the first time the
associations from all three states of Tennessee, Alabama, and
Mississippl were united in a common effeort Lo seek a commitment
from the Department of Interior and from Congress to fund 2 plan
nresented at the meesbting to compliete the maimline parkway in
seven years. Much of the Superintendent’™s time, as well as that
of selected staff members, was devoted to meetings, public
contacts, and upgrading data and figures in support of parkway
compietion.

Simultaneously the National Perk Service accelerated iLs program
of completing management plans which also occocuplied much of the
tima of the Superintendent’™s office as well as staff members. A
Natural Rescurce Management Plan was drafied in 1974 and approved
June 1976. Immediately following this was the call for the first
drafy of the Historic Resource Management Plan which was begun In
late 1976 and submitied to the Southeast Reglon in February 1977,
Atso In 1376 a Statement for Management was drafled, and issued
for public review in November, final approval was received from
the Southeast Reglion, February 28, 18977. Comments on the draft
Historic Resource Managemeni Plan were received from the
Southeast Region in  September 1977 and the final draft was
submitted November 30 with copies being distributed 1o all
subdistricts,

During this time the Denver Service Center was preparing the
Envirgnmental Impact Statement for the parkway master plan  and
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parkway construction. The first draft was recelved from the
Service Center In 1974, reviewed by the park and Reglon and
returned to the Service Center for reflnement. A fTinal statement
was dlistributed for internal review In early 1977. On March 7,
1678, the first draft statemsent was made available to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and to the public and the final statement
was released on June 2{0. A notlice was published In the Federal
Register June 27, and the Environmental Impact Statement bacame
agfficial on July 27 following the 3{0-day review period.

Effective Jdune 17, 1978, Landscape Architect Billy Morgan
transferred to the Denver Service Center as a Project Supsrvisor

with duty station on the Natchez Trace Parkway. At the end of
1978 the landscape architect position was stil] vacant because of
Servicewide personne]l ceiltings., The position was filled

September 273, 1979 by Marce! Crudele who transferred from Dzark
National Scenic Riverway.

Superintendent Dgle worked actively through 1979 with Natchez
Trace Assocliation members and officers to maintain coerdial  and
supportive relations. Atl news media~--television, radio, and
newspapers--continued Lo previde faverable coverage on Lhe siatus
of construction and parkway activities. Major ltems of Interest
concerned construction appropriations and the rate of completion
0f the parkway.

During 1474 the Natchez Termius Study, a cooperative effort of
the State of Mississippt, FHWA, and the National Park Service to
determine the best and most feasible route for parkway section 3~
X and the terminous location continued. Three public meetings
were held April 24 and 2% at Jefferson College and HNatchez
City Hall.,

The study report, "The Natchez Trace~-A Potential Addition to the

Natienal Trails System,” was presented to the Congress by the
Administration and in August 1978 President Carter expressed
support of this study in his environmental message to the
Congress,

Assistant Superintendent Black retlraed on August 29, 1980, but
returned to duty as a reemployed annuitant until December 1 when
Superintendent Ogle accepted a3 transfer and promotlion 1o Deputy
Director, Support Services, Southeast Region, effective October

5. James L. Bainbridge, Associate Regiongl Director, Operations,
Scutheast Region, wWas reassigned Lo Lhe parkway as
Superintendent, effective Gcrober 5. Dan R. Thompsoen,

Superintendent of George Washlngton Birthplace, was promoted 1o
Fil1l the Assistant Superintendent position, effective December
14, 14980,
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Durling 1980 Superintendsnts GOGgle and Bainbridge both worked
actlively to encourage strong public support for completion of the
parkway. Under their leadership the Natchez Terminous $tudy
continued and a field study of the Natchez Bluffs area toock place
in HNovember to review onsite the existing c¢onditions, problems
and alternatives.

Mr. Ogle received formal recognition for his achievements as
Superintendent during & special joint meeting of the Travel and
Touriam Commlittee of the Community Development Foundation and the
Natchez Trace Parkway Assocliation on September 30 at the Lee
County Library. The new President of the HNatchez Trace
Assoriation, 8. B. Dossett, came all the way from Natchez for
this caeremony; P. 0, Beard, past president, came down from luka;
Buddy Bishop represented Congressman Jamie Whitten and Gray
Megginson, President of CDF, and retired Assistant Superintendent
Black participated in the many nice things that were sald about
Jack in regard to his performance over the past eight vyears as
Superintendent of the Natchez Trace Parkway.

A retirement party was held for Bruce and Barbara Black November
14 at the Ramada Inn in Tupelo. Mr. ©Ogle returned from the
Southeast Region Lo attend the party and to pressnt Mr. Bilack
with a Superior Service Award.

Several meetings and c¢ontacts worthy of note tock place in
October and December 1980. On  Cctober 20, Deputy Regionatl
Director Ogle iIntrcduced Superintendent Bainbridge to the
President of the HNatchez Trace Assocliation of Tennessee in
Nashviile, and then on October 28 they mel wiih the President of
the Mississippi Natchez Trace Asspciationm in Natchez and with
city and local officiats to discuss the Natchez terminous.
Superintendent Bainbridge discussed the status —of parkway
construction with Representative Jamie L. Whitten and his staff
on QOctober 23, and on December 8 he mel with the president and
various officers of the Alabama Natchez Trace Association.

During 1881, Supsrintendent Bainbridge made thres public

appearances worthy of note. On January 17, he presented a talk

at the Kosciusko "Palish-~American Herlitage Day" celebration {0 an
astimated crowd of 1,500. Mr . Bainbridge represented the

Natioconal Park Service and State Treasurer Ed Pittman delivered

the address and cut the ribbon at the July 25 ceremony officially

nperning four miles of section 3~V north of Mississippl Highway
557, On November 1, Mr. Bainbridge gave the Keynote speech to a

crowd of 2080 at the dedication of the Samuzal Gibson House Welcoms

Center in Port Gibson.
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In addition, Superintendent Bainbridge and Tupelo Major Clyde

Whitaker participated Iin the dedication and ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the Chickasaw Viltlage Hiking Traill in May In

conjunction with the commemoration of National Recreatlion and

Parks Month,

Throughout the yegar, the Superintendent worked closely with the
news maedia and the Natchez Trace Associations Keeping them

informad about the progress of parkway construction and
encovraging public and new media support for parkwavy construction
funding. In QOctober, in conjunction with the Meriwether Lewis

Country Fair and Arts Festival, Mr. Bainbridge spoke at the
annual HNatchez Trace Association meeting.

On August 14, 1981, Misslssippl Senator Thad Cochran held a news
conference at the Tupelo Visitor Center for the local news media

announcing his Intention to introduce legislation calling for
orderly completion of the parkway. In September, Superintendent
Balnbridge and Chief of Maintenance Matthews visited in
Washinguon, b. C., with Senators CLochran and Stennis and

Representatives Dowdy and Whitten of Mississippl and Tennessee
Sgnator Sasser.

Near vear's end, the Natchez Terminus Study was nearly ready Lo

be submitted to the State Building Commission for reaeview, The
final report was approved by National Park Service Director
Russell Dickenson and published February 1682, It recommended

using the existing 3X right-of-way and terminating the parkway at
Seargent Prentiss Drive.

Revision and updating of the Land Use and Malintenance Plans,
begun in 1981, continued into 1932. Cover t(itle sheets along
wlith the land lesse schedule sheet for each parkway section were
redrawn Lo improve the guality of future prints. Statement for
Management revision and updating in 1981 included new graphics
and revised data pertalining 1o regcently completed parkway
sgclions., In addition, all suitable agricultural tracts were
piotted onto Sections 1-B, 1-C, and 1-0 of the Land Use Plans.
Acreage figures were then calculated as a prereguisite Lo
pitacing these fracis in the lease program.

The 186 Compliance Statement submitted by the parkway for
selected vista cleagring and stabilizing the surface of Old Trace
secflon Lla-~31D in Tennessee was approved July 14, The final
Resource Management Plan (cuitural and natural) submitted to the
Region August 18 was approved September 7 and copies were
subsequently distributed to 2l subdistricis,
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Superintendent Balnbridge was appointed by Mississippl Governod
William Winter to serve on the Governor's wWorld Fair Louncil for
Misslissippifs participation In the 1984 Louisiana World Exposition.
As a member of the Council and Transportation Committee, Mr.
Balnbridge attended monthly meetings in Jackson and went with
members of the councll to the Knoxviliie World's Falr in September.
Mr. Bainbridge &lso continued to serve on the Tupslo Community
Development Foundation Travel and Tourism Commititee, attending
monthly meetings.

In September 1982, Superintendent Bainbridge attended two meetings
on the Mississippi Guif Coast. He went to the Governor's Con-

ference on Tourism in Biloxi September 17-19. On September 29-30,
he attended the annual Mississippi Recrestion and Park Association

meeting, where he presentad a program, "Recreation Programming - A
Dying Issue in Quitdoor FParks,” to the Qutdeor Section.
Twenty-~nine news releases were lssued in 14§82, Superintendent

Bainbridge worked closely with the news media and Natchez Trace
Associations keeping them informed aboui the progress of parkway
construction and encouraging public and news media support for
parkway constryuction funding. Mr., Bainbridge made several ap-
pearances on the Tupeloc TV Station, WIVA, Including the 30 minute
weekly "Focus” program on Qctober 12.

In 14983, Superintendent Bainbridge was appointed te serve on the
Exacutive fommittee of the Governor's wWorld Fair Council! to plan
for Mississippl's participation in the 14984 Louisiana World Exposi-
tion. In conjunction with his post, he attended monthly meetings
in Jackson. Mr. Bainbridge also continued Lo serve on the Tupelo
Community Development Foundation Travel and Tourism Committees, and
the Northeast Mississippl Tourlsm Councli, attending monthly
meetings,.

Iin September Superintendent Bainbridge atilended two meetings on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast. On September l4-16, he aitended the annual
Mississippi Recreation and Park Association meeting, where he was
responsible for arranmging for the presentations of Jay Gogue, Chief
Scientist, SERCG, and Dominic Dottavio, NPS, Clemson University., He
also attended the Governor's Conference on Tourism in Biloxi,
October 17~1%., On November 3, Superintendent Bainbridge and Staff
Assistant Jim Kretschmann were at Horseshoe Bend Natiomal Military
Park, Alabama, along with other NP5 park supgrintendents from
Alabama, to present a program on NPFS areas to the staff members of
the Alabama congressional delegation.
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Archzeologist research conducted on the parkway in 1983 was very
lTimited. Jack Walker, Archeolegist from the Southeast Archaeologi-
cal Center, monitored constructlon activities on 3V1, 3V2, and 3V3
ornn a quarterly basis, :

1n December 5EAC let & contract with the University of Mississippi
and Dr. Jay K. dJohnson for archaeological investigations at Colbert
Ferry on 2C. Preliminary work was to begin by the end of December
and 1o be completed by Lhe spring of 1984,

Two studies of pre-1983 work were recelved and accessioned into the
parkway library. The Rock {reek Archacologica)l Project, Coibert
County, Alabama, 1982, was written by Gerald P. Smith of the De-
partment of Anthropology, Memphis S$tate University. Excavations At
the Mud Island Creek Archaecloglcal Complex and the Gordon Mounds
Site, Jefferson County, Mississippi, 1983, was written by Jay K.
Johnson, Abigayle Robbins, and Jobhn T. $parks, Center for
Archaecloglcal Research, University of Mississippl.

Due to inclement weather In early December, the parkway partici-
pated in only one Christmas parade this yvear. On December & a
patrol car was driven in the Houston, Mississippl, parade. The
parade Tor Mathiston and Maben, Mississippl, to be combined this
year, was rained out and not rescheduled., AL Tupelo, Mississiopi,
the parkway planned to have a pairo]l car and float, ridden by three
park employees, in the parade, but it was cancellsd because of rain
and not rescheduled,

Thirty-eight news releases were issued in 1983, Superintendent
Balnbridgs worked closely with the news media and Naichez Trace
Associations, Keeping them informed about the progress of parkway
construction and encouraging public and news media support for
parkway construction funding. ™Mr. Bainbridge made several appear-
ances on the Tupelc TV station, WTVA, regarding parkway con-
struction activitles. Assistant Chief Park interpreter Claycomb
was featured In a short segment on YWTVA about the formal opegning of
the Pharr Mounds comfort stations and exhibit area.

During 1984, Superintendent Bainbridge continued to serve on the
Executive Committee of Lhe Governor's World's Fair Council to plan
for Mississippi's participation in the 1984 louisiana World Exposgi-
tion. In conjunction with his posit, he attended both the opening
and closing ceremonies for the fair In New Orleans. Mr., Bainbridge
also served on the Tupela Community Development Foundation
Tranmsportation Committee, and the Northesast Mississippl Tourism
Council, zttending monthly meetings.
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Mr. Bainbridge served as Chairman of the Quidoor Section for the

Misslissippi Recreation and Park Asscciatlion, As chalrman, he
submitted messages Lo the membership through the MRPA Quarterly
Journal., Numerous meetings of the association were allended
throughout the state. On November 1, Superintendent Bainbridge
was a speaker at the dedication of the Kosciusko Weicome Center.
On November 19, he particlipated in the dedication ceremoniss for
the dJamie L. Whitten Historic Landmark and the last remaining
section of parkKway Lo be gopened in Northeast Mississippl. on
November 26, he aliso participated at the Duck River, Tennessee,
groundbreaking ceremonies for a new section of parkway that will
extend northward from Jackson Falls to Tennessee Highway 50,

Numerous public meetings were conducted In communities along the
Natchez Trace Parkway concerning the Natchez Trace National Scenic
Trail.

The Superintendent and members of his staff presented numerocus
programs to community organizations to acgquainl parkway users with
the parkway, itLs significance, and safe appropriate use.

In Februsry 1984, James Atkinson, Southeastern Archaesoleogical Cen-
ter, entered on duty at Natchez Trace Parkway as full-time ar-
chaeologist. During the vear he conducted surveys of the 3V1 and
103 sections as well as several other smaller project areas. One
site In the 1d3 section was excavated under his superwvision,

In May Preliminary Report of Survey and Testing Operations ai
Colbert Ferry Park, Colbert Counly, Alabama, was submitted to

SEAC by Dr. Jay K. dJdohnson, University of Mississippi. This project
begun in 1983 was completed in March 1984,

An archasclogical project for Data Recovery at Shelby Bend, Maury
and Hickman Lounties, Tennessegs {(Section 1D3), was awarded in May

to the Department of Anthropoiogy, Universtiy of Tennessee, Knox-
vitie. The field work was accomplished betwesn June & and September
15 and a report of findings is now In preparation,

As a means of increasing familiarity with the parkway and en-
couraging its use by the pubiic while traveling to or from the 1984
Lowisiana World Exposition In New Grleans, the parkway, in conjunc-
tion with Leo Willette, Office of Public Affairs, WASO, produced
two 30-second public service annguncements on cassette tape. The
announcement was sent to 115 television stations, and the audio
portion of the announcement to 115 radioc stations through the sast
and southeast,
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On April 12, the Littie Mountain Service Center, Inc., was sold by
C. W. Gary to Tommy Brooks. The concession operation remains
essentially the same under the new management. The brand of oe-
troleum products has been changed, however, from Standard to
Texaco. Too, the hours of operation have been extended one hour
per davy.

The Statement of Requirements was preparaed for Lhe Lolbert Ferry
Development by the Southeast Region and was made available tgo the
public. Unfortunately only one offer was received, It was turned
down 285 being non-responsive t¢ the Statement of Requirements.

A cooperative agreement was signed with the Attala County Chamber
of Commerce to allow them to construct a welcome center/museum on
parkway land at the intersection of Mississippi Highway 35 and the
Matchez Trace Parkway. The stiructure was completed in October
1984, and is currently in full coperation. This center serves a5 a
visitor contact point between the parkway's visitor center at
Tupelo and Jackson, Mississippi, and is staffed and operated by
ViPs of the Attala/Kosclusko Chamber of Commerce.

On  November 18, 5.7 miles of parkway in Northeast Mississippi
between Mississippl Highways & and 25 were formally opened, thus
providing a contlnuous stretch of 3805 miles of parkway from near
Jackson, Mississippl, o Jackson Falls, Tennessee., This
intersection of the parkway and the Tennessee-Tombighee Waterway
was declared a Historic Landmark. The bridge was named the Jamie
.. Whitten Bridge. <Congressman Jamie L. Whitten of Misslssippi's
Flrst Congressional District delivered the dedication speech,

In December the parkway participated in the Tupelo, Mississippi,
Christmas parade with a ficat entitlied “Colorful Natchez Trace.M

Twenty-four news releases were issued in 13984, Superintendent
Bainbridge worked closely with the mnews media and Natchez Trace
Associations keeping them informed about the progress of parkway
construction and encouraging public and news media support for
parkway construction funding. Mr. Bainbridge made several appear-
ances on the Tupeio television station, WIVA, regarding parkway
construction activities.

The ADP Management Program progressed nicely in 1985. The Staff
Park Ranger is now responsibile for managing the park's ADP func-
tions. During 1985 the Natchez Trace Parkway started using the
Regional Electronic Mail System and input payvroll data to
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region using PAYPERS. In addition a parkwide accounting system, a
parkwide basic operations accounting system, tap sheets, park
Inventory, GSA vehicle summary, and park photograph file were
gntered onts the computer system.

In 1885, Superintendent Bainbridge continuyed to serve on the Gover-
nor's Council of Tourism, the Tupelo Community Development Founda-
tion, and the Northeast Mississippl Tourism Councii,

A Joint Cooperative Agreement was signed between the Natchez Trace
Parkway, the U. 5, Fish and Wildlife Service and the Tenhessee
Witdlife Resources Agency to protect the threatened slackwater
darter breseding sites on parkway lands in Tennessee,.

Modificatlon No, 1 to the Interagency Agreement between the Na-
ticnal Park Service and the Corps of Englneers was approved., This
modification defined the area withlin the Natchez Trace Parkway
right-of-way in which the Corps of Engineers must notify the Na-
tional Park Service prior to use.

A Cooperative Agreement was signed between the Naticenal Park Ser-
vice and the Town of Centerville, Tennessee for the design and
construction of a 2-inch water line across the Duck River In Hick~
man County, Tennessee., The watertine would supply water to the
Gordon House Site which is now under development. The document
called for the payment of 5§34,050.00 to the Town of Centerville,
Tennessee for this service.

Pians-in-hand centerltine walks took place on Projects 1-B and 1-¢
during the vear. Parkway staff as well as personnel from Denver
Service Center and the Federal Highway Administration participated
in this nlanning effory. These centeriine walks were a prerequi-~
site o the completion of the final construction drawings and
specifications for these Lwo projecis.

The parkway's Statement for Management was submitted to Lhe Rew
gional office after 1L was revised and updated. it was approved in
November by the Regional Diregtor,

Work on the parkway's Genersl Management Plan and Comprehensive
Trail Plan continued in 1385, Completion of thess documents is
expected early in 1086,

Arm Interpretive Team from the Harpers Ferry Center visited the
parkway two weeks during the fall of 1485. They worked closely

with the parkway's interpretive staff in reviewing aill interpretive
features along the parkway. The objective ©of thls document will be
te gulde the future development of interpretive medla and facilities.
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The Land Use and Maintenance Plans for Section 3~V were completed
late in the vyear. Copies of these documents will be prepared and
distributed to field pesrsonnel before this section is open to
traffic in the summer of 1986,

A B53~page report entitied, Cultural Adaptations in the Shelby Bend
Archeological District, was submitted by the Department of An-
thropology, University of Tennessee. The report covered findings
of excavations conducted in the summer of 1984,

A 155-page report entitlied, Archecliogical Survey and Testing at
Colbert Park, Colbert County, Alabama, was submitted by the Center
for Archeological Research, University of Mississippi. The reaport
covers archeological findings during investigations completed in
1984, . .

in-house archeclogical work incliuded mitigation of an earity 19th
century angleo site in the Highway 61 Bridge construction area near
Natchez, the remaoval of an historic cemetery on Section 1C in Maury
County, Tennessee, and rouline archeciogical survey and monitaoring
of secticons under construction.

in December the parkway pearticipated in the Tupelo, Mississippi,
Christmas parade, winning third place in the float compstition.

Christmas Open rHouse special events were held at seven different
parkway lYocations during the month. On Dscember 15, open house was
held at the Colbert Ferry Contact Station, with 104 in attendance,
and at the Kosciusko Welcome Center, with 65 In asttendance.
Christmas cookles, candy, punch, and coffee were

served.

On December 20, open house was held at the Tupelo Visitor Center
where the film, "National Parks, Qur Treasured Lands," was shown
twice to 34, Christmas cookies, coffes, and punch were sarved.
Atiendance during the day was 123, Little Mountain Service Center
served refreshments throughout the day. The Ridgetand Crafts Cen-
ter offered visitors refreshments, the music of Gulld member J. B.
Keith's dulecimer, and a tree decorated with ornaments handicrafted
by Guild members,

Or December 21, open house was held at lLhe Rocky Springs Contact
Statvion with sever] fiims being shown. Coffee and donuls were
served to the 45 In attendance. The following day, December 22,
open house was held atl Mount Locust with 25 in attendance. Coffee
and donuts were served.

Twenty~four news releases were (ssued In 198%. Superintendent
Bainbridge worked closzsely with the news media and Natchez Trace
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Assoclations keeping them informed about the progress of parkway
construction, Mr. Bainbrlidge made severaza]l appearances on the
Tupeio television station, WIVA, regarding parkway construction
activities.
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2, Dlvision of Administration

{Formulates and Interprets pollcies, standards, programs and
procedures for adminlistrative activities including budget,
finance, personnel and property management, and general
services. )

A peosition of Clerk who performed clerical and stenographic
duties for both the Histortan and Representative-in-Charge was
establiished iIn the Jackson office and filled by Miss HNancy
Parrish (later Mrs. Malcolm Gardner) who resigned in  193%39. 0On
duiy 1, 1939, August P. Hoster entered on duty as Clerk and
served in subsequent positions of Senior (lerk effective February
24, 1941, then Chief Clierk from July 14, 14944, until hls transfer
to Great Smoky Mountains on February &, 1852, ©On June 15, 1855,
the position was officially entitled Administrative Officer.

By the 1844 FY the original parkway staff of three had Increased
to a permanent cefling of 22 plus two regular emplovees allowed
for Meriwether Lewls and one part-time Caretaker each for Brices
Cross Roads and Tupelo Battleflields.

World War 11 had a drastic effect on both parkway personnel and

budgets. As  af dJune 30, 1944, six men were on furlough for
military duty, four for war industry, and four additional
employees had been transferred to other government agencies
engaged in war work, Limitations placed on expenditures to the
amount  spent In 1942 impalred operations. An allotment of
548,209 was made for administration, protection and maintenance
of the Natcher Trace Parkway for the 1944 FY, Increasing to

§54,327 in FY 1845, Appropriations for the coordinated areas in
1344 were: Ackia Battleground 5185, Meriwether lLewis 53,104,
Brices Cross Roads 5165, and Tupelo $286.

The end of the war saw the return to the parkway of much needed
administrative and planning personnel who had been furloughed for
military service or transferred to essential war work. By FY
1947 all! men furloughed for military service had returned to duty
and the number of regular full-time employees had Increased
slightly above Lhe pre-war number to 32. For the fiscal vyear
1947, $347,091.88 was allotted of which $133,000 was for
administration, protection and malntenance and $5,421 for the
coordinated areas.

A U, &, Civil Service Commission Inspection of the personnel
records and review of the personnel procedures and policies was
made In March 1948 with the conclusion that the method of
recrulting and employing personnel for the parkway WES
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satisfactory. By the end of the I948 FY there were 41 full-time
and 27 part~time emplovees on the rolls. Collections totaling
$2,209.18 from rentals, leases, and Lrespass Tees were credited
to Miscellaneocus Receipts during the vear.

During the 18949 FY Chalmette National Historical Park was added
toc the coordinaled areas served by the Naichez Trace FParkway
Field Finance Offlce and on August 1, 1953, the offlice assumed
the accounting function for $hiich and Fort Donelson. Effective
February 1, 1855, accounting functions for Shiloh, Fort Donelson,
and Chalmeite were transferred 1o the Reglon One Offlce,

During 1957 the administrative workload had become so great and
diverslified that three branches were recognlzed for the first
time with psrsonnel and property management being separated as
distinct functions. A new poslition of Personnel Assistant was
established April 2, 1957 and {lerk Joyce Anderson was promoted
inte it effective April 7. In July 1860, the position was
redescribed as Personnel OFfficer; when Miss Anderson retired
Seprember 13, 1975, the position was filled with a trainee
Personnel Management Specialist, G65~07, Miss Susan Bartlett. On
April 2, 1976, the positlon was redescribed at the 65-0% level
and Miss Bartlett was promoted into the position on January 1§,
1877.

in May of 14857 the Properity and Procurement branch Was
estapliished with the position of Supply Assistant. Donald R.
Sarver entered on duty in this position in October 1057. Through
the vears the title changed to Geaneral Supply Officer and then Lo
Contract Specialist in 1975.

Administration became invoived with concession operations on the
parkway for the first Lime In 1959 and in December the proposed
concession  at Little Mountain for a service station and staple
food supplies In addition to oll products was advertised. Little
Mountalin Service Center at Jeff Busby was apsned by Mr. (. W.
Gary the last week in April prior Lo the official May 1 opening.
Through the vears he has maintained satisfactory service and new
flve vear contracts have been negotlated, the most recent only
becoming effect January 1, 1973. Gross operating income reported
during 1971 was §$230,555% and $285,433 for 1974, with net Income
increasing during the same perfod from $10,4356 to $21,317.

The administrative division assumed another workioad in 1960 with
implementation of the Federal Health Benefits Program, in June
1960 the Health Benefits registration program was completed wiih
70 percent of the 79 eligible emplovees enroiling.
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Operation of the Natchez Trace Parkway was expanded to the point
by the end of dJdune 1961 there were 94 permanent budgeted
positions of which 86 were filled,

Allotments For the 1961 FY for Management and Protecticn and
Matntenance and Rehabilitation totaled $718,784% with- an
additional $1,127,938.78 obligation authorized for constructlion.
An  audit team from the Washlngton OFfflice conducted an audit of
the flscal and accounting activities of the parkway during the
period January-April 1961.

During the 1961 fiscal vear seven employee suggesilions were
submitted to the Region One Incentlive Awards Committee. Three
cash awards totaling 5110 were recelved for work improvement
ideas. By the 1867 FY these statistics, with accompanylng
workload, had increased to 17 work-improvement suggestions
resulting in eight empioyees receliving monetary awards totaling
$390 for suggestions submitted.

In September 14961 offices for all headguarters personnel in  the
new park headquarters building were occupied correcting a long
term need and facilitating administration, operation, and
management of the parkway by all headquarters personnel, AL the
end of June 1952, 87 of the 103 permanent budgeted positions were
Filled and the 1862 FY alletment for operating the parkway and
associated areas was $682,917. The number of permanent budgeted
positions had increased to 113 by June 30, 1863, and allotments
for the fiscal yvear totaled $3,302,928 of which $801,374 was for

operations and $2,501,554 was for construction, Comparative
flgures show that the workload of the accounting section had
increased approximately 50 percent between the time of its

reorganization In 1959 and 1963.

In June of 1465 the accounting division underwent a drastic
reduction in personnel and responsibility when the Field Finance
Office was moved to the Reglon One Office in Richmond, Virginia.
With the <c¢losing of the Fleld Finance O0Office three employees
remained within the parkway headquarters office. Account Clerk
Gladys L. ERice was relocated as the Interpretive Divislon
Secretary, Payroll Clerk Mary Catherine Kellum went to the
Maintenance Division as Clerk-Stencygrapher, and Flscal Accounting
Clerk Gladys R, Steele remained as General Accounting Clerk, the
oneg remaining accounting secticen position.,

Allotments for operalicon of the parkway reached the seven figure
mark for the first time in the 1986 FY with $1,003,325 allorted
for Management and Protection, and Maintenance and
Rehabilitation. Miscellaneous reavenue collections deposited
during that same time totaled $11,272.09.
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Equal Employment Opportunity was receiving emphasis in the late
60's as evidenced by the followling quotation from the 1467 FY
annual repori:

In connection with the Equal Employment Opportunity Program,
Parkway emplovees represented the Park Service in Federal
Employment Cutlook Programs sponsored by Lhe U, 5. Civitl
Service Commission at four minority group colleges--dackson
State College, Stitiman College, Qakwood College, and
LeMoyne College. In addition, the Assistant Superintendent,
as Fark Service Recruiter, Interviewed Negro students "at
LeMoyne, Jackson State, and Tougalico Lolleges, selectling
saven for seasonal employment in  various parks. Eight
Natchez Trace seasonal positlions {(two Park Ranger and six
Conservation Aid) were offered to Negro colliege students and
Negro teachers, with appecintments scheduled to begln June 5,
Arr American Indian was recruited and appointed as seasconal
Tractor Operator,

In the latier part of the 13607s Lthe parkway suffered under

stringent personnel cellings =and in 1968 six positions were

abolished. Also, a Service-wide evaluation and recliassification

of positicons as they became vacant resulted In many positions,

Including Superintendent and division chiefs, being downgraded in
. 1972 and in ensuing vyears as the positions became vacant.

Total operating funds In 1972 were 51,867,632 Iincreasing to
$2,374,400 for park management in the 1974 FY wlith an additional
$304,300 for road overlay surface and $%8%9,000 to cover the
purchase of a radio system, For the 1976 fiscal vyear funds
allotted to the Natchez Trace Parkway were $2,93%39,400 for
management and operations and an additional $540,000 in cyclic
funding for major rehebilitation jobs.

Administration first felt the direct affect of ths computer age
in 19869 with implementation of the Departmental Integrated
Personnel System (DIPS) "utilizing the U.5.6.S%. computer in
Reston, Virginia,. For the first time payroll and personnel
actions needed Lo be closely coordinated. For a number of years
the system graduaily improved as forms werg perfected and
personnel became more famillar with the computer requirementis.
The major improvement in the system came about In 1975 with the
Instatlation of terminals Iin the Southeast Regiaon allowing direct
computer access at the reglional level to feed personnel actions
and corrections directly into the computer which previously could
be done only in Washington,



in 1670 forms were completed for every plece of capitallzed
equipment on the parkway to make this information avallable on

computer printouts. This property management system also
steadlly Iimproved In speed and rellability. Another maljor
computer task undertaken by property management in November and
December of 14976 was completing the forms required for

amortization Informaticon to be place on a computer printout.

In 1971 Director Hartzog impiemented the system ©of Management by
Objectives (MBOD. During the ensulng five vears the
LAdministrative Division assisted the Superintendent and divislons
with developing and improving various portions of the system
including Activity Standards, Role and Function Statements and
Performance Standards, and integrating these with parkway
chjectives, goals and long-range budgeting and programming.
Success of the implementatlion and application of the system on
the parkway is attested by the Southeast Region's Iinformal
recognition and acknowledgement that the system was working well,
if not better, on the Natcher Trace Parkway than anywhere else in
the Southeast Region.

During the latter part of 1972 a petition was filed with the Area
Administrator of the Labor Management Services Administratlion,
Nashvillie, Tennessee, by Local 1268, HNational Federation of
Federal Emplioyees, seeking an election for the establishment of a
union or the Natchez Trace FParkway. l.Later the American
Federation of Federal Employees, AFL/CIO, also requested Lo
intervene and be listed on the balict. As a result of elections
conducted in early 1973 the American Federation of Employvees won.
Negotiations were conducted during the month of June and a
signed contract ailong with the sapplemental agreement was
approved in August.

tocal No., 35449, American Federation of Government Employees was
now officially established on the Natchez Trace Parkway with
several members as emplovees,

Special labor-managemant cooperative committees were estabiished
to carry out the activities of the unlon and management to
improve working relationships and conditions. At the close of
1974 membership was 39 and the commlttee had met on established
dates with membership dropping to 24 at the and of 1575,

The Personneld Office assisted in working cut two assignments
under provisions of the Intergovernmental Fersonnel Act of 1870.
Cne agreement was worked cul bestween the parkway and the Tupelo
Separate school System Lo assign Environmental Speclialist Mac
Heebner to the schopl system for a one vear period for the 14735~
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74 school year., He 1ived at park headguarters and occupied a
full-time permanent position but had his office In the Tupelo
School administrative bullding and worked under the direct
supervision of Asslstant School Superintendent Bil1l Rieves. on
March 2, 1975, James Waters from the Mississippl State Park
Commission entered on the parkway rolls for a cne year training
assignment as an Interpretive Staff Assistant.

In addition the Personnel O0fice has assisted with several other
special Federal programs. Iin 1974% these special program
enrolliees included 14 Neighborhood Youth Corps, four
Comprehensive Employee Training Act (CETAY employees, and two
cooperative education students. The following year, 1975, 16
NYC, 17 CETA, and two cooperative education students were
reported.

Early in 1976 notificatlon of funds being provided for a Youth
Conservation Corps day camp resulted in an extremely accelerated
period of recruiting and selecting staff and 20 participants and
in developing projects and ordering the required supplies and
materlals. The experience galned 1In this initial program
resulted in a much more orderly preliminary arrangement for the
expanded 3-camp 1977 YCC program.

Throughout the early 1970's the parkway continued to emplasize
and makKe progress in its Equal Employment Opportunity efforts.
The maintenance division had been traditionally well represented
with minority persons through the years and in 1971 the parkway
began hiring black protection personnel. In 1972 a cooperative
education program for black students was initated wunder an
agreement between the Natchez Trace Parkway and Jackson State
College. In 1973 three black college students including one
woman, were employed alternately as student asslistant
interpreters. Because of problems In obtaining students from
Jackson State ocur agreement with that institution was terminated
and a new one signed with Rust College with the first student
from the college entering on duty in the Tupelo Visitor Center,
March 2.

By 1975 progress had been made In Improving the parkway EEO
program through compliance wlth strict guideiines of employment
of all employees regardless of natlonal origin, race, creed, or
color. During 1975 a new EEQO Affirmative Action Plan was written
in accordance with regional guidelines and first submiited to the
Southeast Region and then forwarded to the Civil Service
Commisslion for approval. A deslgnated EEQO Counselor for the
parkway and Vicksburg initiated a standard continuing practice of
making scheduled trips in the field to consult with employees.
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During 1976 the administrative division assumed much of the
additional workioad resulting from the change 1in the Federal
fiscal year from July 1 through June 30 to October 1 through
September 30. This change resulied in a one-time 3-month
separately funded and budgeted Transition Period from July 1
through September 30, 1976, Also in 1976 renewed interest in the
completion of the oarkway and the announcement of President
Ford's 1l0-year Bicentennial Land Heritage Program which included
significant amcunts of money for parkway construction resulted in
the National Park Service preparing a S-year program for
fimancing complete construction of parkway and including money
for operating and malntaining the mainline mileage at an accept-
able standard,. In May 1977, it was announced that President
Carter had signed the tand Heritage Program passed by Congress
and that it was condensed Into a 5-year program with the Natchez
Trace Parkway receiving an additicnal $29,278,000 in FY 77 for
construction and overlay of all existing road surface.

Total operating funds for the parkway in the 1977 FY were
$3,123,000 with an additional $62,400 allotted for cyciic funding
of major renabllitation jobs., Four contacts totalling $71,810.55
were administered by the parkway and an additional paving
contract in the amount of 5700,063.49 was prepared by the parkway
staff and administered by the Southeast Reglonal O0ffice staff.

Four Federal Telecommunication System lines were installed at
Tupelo headquarters in 1977 greatly facilitating telephone
communications throughout the United Stateées. 0n  December 4,

1377, Clerk-Typist Royce Ellington at Ridgeland was transferred
from the Maintenance Division to Administration as the South
District Clerk~Typist to serve betier the administrative
funcrions of the South Distrigct for all divisions.

On Ogtober 1, 1578, at the beginning of the 1979 FY, the parkway
vehicle passenger fleet was converted to the GEA fleet. The
transition sent smoothly with no visible change In the daily
routine and operating of the vehicies other than the replacement
of Intericr license tags with GSA tags. At the end of 1978 six
permanent positions were vacant withoui authority to fi11  them
because of Servicewide personnel cellings resulting from the
Administrations's commitment to reduce the number of Federal

empioveas., These were: Chief of Maintenance, Landscape
Architect, Meriwether Lewis Subdlstrict Ranger, two Radlio
Dispatchers, and Tupelo Maintenanceworker. Early in 1879

authority was granted to fill the Chief of Maintenance position
as =& GS-12 and a vacancy announcemeni was issued February 5 and
Civil Engineer Bobby Matthews was selected, effective March 25.
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Later in the vear, the permanent lLandscape Architect position was
filled and the two radio dispatcher positions were converted to
iess~than-full-time and fllled; the parkway lost the Tupelo
Malntenance worker and Meriwether Lewis Subdistrict positions.

In 1979 majeor changes occurred In the Division of Administration,
with Clerk~Typist Shella Massey Lransferring to the Division of
Interpretation in July and, in December, Administrative Officer
Good transferring to the Southeast Reglon, Contract Specialist
Garrison transferring to Mammoth {ave, and General Accounting
Clerk Rilce retiring. On December 30 (lerk-Stencgrapher Jdan
Thrift was reassigned to Gensral Accounting Clerk and Doris F.
Enmgle entered on duty as clerk-typist.

Participation with Rust College in the Cooperative Education
Program was ended in 1979 and a new agreement was signed
wlth Jackson State University. A preliminary mesting was held
at Tupelo hesadquarters with a representative of the Jackson State
University Placement OFffice in July 18749, and a recruiting trip
made In November resulted In two students being recruited to
enter on duty in 1983, In connection with the Cooperative
Fducation Agreements with Russ C(College and Elizabeth State
College, two former co-op students were added to the parkway's
rolls as intake trazinees, each to alternate betwegn a yvear at the
parkway and a vear In the Southsast Regional Office,.

Upon receiving classiflcation and staffimg authority for all waae
grade positions, the parkway's Personnel Management Specialist
became responsible for desk auditing 25 percent of 311 permanent
wage grade positions each vear. Desk audits in 1979 FY involved
Koscluske, Dancy, Tupelo, and Cherokee Subdistrictis. Twentiy-onhe
audits were completed and reported in November 197G,

In 1979 the «concession permit for the Craftsmen's Guild of
Misslssipp! was renewed with a three-year permit. The concession
permit with James Franks for the Tupelo sorghum demonstration

expired, and, because he did not want to continue the
demonstration, & prospectus was prepared for a new permitiee,.
Because the Denver Service f(enter was working on the
recommendations for the Jeff Busby concession, a wwo-vyear

extension was approved for Mr. C. W. Gary to permit completion of
planning and negotiating a new permlt, starting January 1, 13880.

The First Ffull year ofF operation of the GSA motor fleei was

completed In 1879 with relative success, and by vear's end
bookkeeping procedures and maintenance arrangements were
intergrated. On December 26, 1479, the parkway was [Informed of
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cuts in funds for travel and transportation, which, when combined
with GSA rate increases, caused field operations to fall to
approximatety 20 pergent of normal,

Major changes in administratlive personnel continued in 1980 with
assignment In January of Amll Mask, Appraisal and Rent Analyst,
Housing permits and Utiltities Office, Denver, to the positlon of
Administrative Offlcer, FPersonnel Management Specialist Joe
Aull was reassigned to Blue Ridge Parkway In March. Both the
vacant Personnel Management Specialist and Contract Specialist
positions were changed to upward mobility positlons and filled
with parkway employees, Supply Assistant Mildred Helms was
promoted to Lontract Speclalist, 65-7, and part-time Personnel
Clerk Mary L. Bush was temporarily promoted to permanent full-
time Fersonnel Assistant, GS-6, and reassigned June 1 as
Personnel Management Speciaiist, GS-5 with promotion potential,
Two radloe dizpatchers were selecied to fill administrative
vacancies., Denise C(ooper was reassigned as Secretary In March
and promoted to 6%-5 In September, ' and Wavyne Owens was promoted
Lo 65-% Supply Clerk in Jduly. Clerk-typist Doris Engle accepted
a transfer and promotlion to Purchasing Agent, &S-5, at Hot
Springs, effective January 25, 1981.

A freeze in hiring frem outside to fill permanent full-time
positiens went into effect in February 189880, During the vyear,
the parkway reqguested waivers to fill permanent fuli~time
positions. Three were approved and at theend of the vear seven

were stLll]l pending, three of which involved minority employees.

Two intake trainees, former cooperative education students, were
reassigned te Administrative Offlcer positions, one to Cumberland
island National Seashore and the other Lo {astillice de Sam Marcos

Mational Monument. In connectlion with the Cooperative Education
Agreement with Jackson State University, ong student Kenneth
Moore, was appolnted. An 2lternate student was not available,

teaving the parkway without a co-op student from May until
Pecember 1980,

Desk =audits in FY 1850 involved Kosciusko, Cherokee, and
Meriwether Lewis Subdistricts. Ten audits were completed by
Perzonnel Management Speclalist Aull before he was reassigned to
Bilue Ridge Parkway. Mr. Aull chaired the EO Committee in 1880

until he transferred; in June, Mary L. Bush was assigned to that
position and assumed the duties as chalrperson of the committee,
The committes met twice during the vyear. General Accounting

Clerk Janice L, Thrift contlnused to serve as the EQ Counselor for
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the Natchez Trace FParkway during 14980. Her duties as EQ
Counselor for Vicksburg National Military Park were tLerminated
with the appolintment of a Vicksburg staff counselor.

On November 12, 1980, a Departmental Contracting Warrant System

was implemented. The system provided that an agbsolute minimum
number of persons be designated and trained to zccompiish the
contracting requirements of the agency, The parkway Contracting

Specialist was authorized to sign contracts up to $100,000; the
Supply Clerk up to 510,000, and contracts in excess of $100,000
would be signed in Region.

Six resldences In Tupelo Headguarters, Quarters Number 4, 7, 11,
16, 19, and 24% were declared surplus, and advertised for sale in
1988 and removed In March and April of 1681,

During 1981, a handicapped emplovee received a promobion and
transferred to Death Valley National Monument, another recelved a
promotion at the parkway, and & legally blind employee at Guif
Isiands HNational Seashore was reassigned to the parkway., The EQ
Committee was chalred by Personnel Management Speclalist Mary L.
8ush and met twice during the year. Janice L, Thrift continued
to serve as EO Counselor until she transferred to the Soll
Conservation Service in June. Ray .. Claycomb was subseguentiy
named as EO Counselor, and In COctober 1981 completed the EO
Counselor tralning offered in Atlanta by OPHM. In December 1981,
the Personne! Speciallist and Administrative Technician visited
Rust College and Mississippi Industrial College In Holly Springs,
Mississippl, for the seasonal recruitment program. In addition,
the Chief Park Ranger assisted with the seasonal recrullment
program at Memphis $tate University during the same month.

In June, General Accounting Clerk Jdan Thrift transferred 1o the
Soil Conservation Service and Admirnistration Secretary Denise

Cooper was reassigned to f111 the vacancy. Shefla Massey was
promoted from Interpretation to the full-time G6GS-5% Secretary
position in Administration. Supply Assistant Wayne Qwens

accepted =& transfer and promotion to Fort Caroline Natlonal
Memoriai in November with Administrative Technician (Trainee)
Kennaeth Moore assuming the duties of the pasition.

Desk audits In 1981 involved employees in  the Ridgeland, Port
Gibson, and Natchez Subdistricts. The Southesst Region required
that all Automotive Mechanic positions be audited since it had
been determined that many of these positiocons In the region were
misciassifled because of the use of GSA vehicles. The Regiconal
Chief Classifler performed these audits as well as auditing the
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foreman at Port Gibson and Natchez. Personnel Speclialist  Bush
received on~the-job training in classification by observing the
Chief Classifier during these audits.

The Federal Employees Group Life Insurance Program wWas
significantly changed 1in 1981 to gnable employees Lo have more
1ife Insurance coverage and to offer some coverage 10 spouses and
children, The parkway Personnel Speclalist explalned 1the pew
program and options to the employees in the subdistricts. An
Open Season was not held jn 1981 for the health benefits program,

AT the end of 1981, the parkway did not have any cooperatlve
education students. The co-op student from Rust College was
terminated since he was unablie to be placed in a poslition within
120 days of graduation. The co-op student from dJackson State
University was placed at the parkway in a career seasonal
Administrative Technician position. Since the Southeast Reglon
has a Cooperative Education Agreement with Memphis state
Univaersity, the parkway's Administrative Officer and Chief Park
Interpreter wvisited the campus to- explore that agreement for
Interpretation, Although this visit resulted in some interest
but no applicants, it did initiate & new direction for possibly
appointing a Resource Manzagement and Visitcor Protection ¢o-op
student.

buring 14982, a severely handicapped non-minority male was
appointed to the position of Radio Dispatcher and a handicapped
employes was converted Lo career-conditional. The E0 Committee
was chaired by Administrative Officer Amil Mask and met once each
quarter during the calendar vear. Ray L. Clavcomb continued Lo
serve as the EO Counselor for the parikway and In November 5upply
Clerk Cynthia Thaggard was appointed an additional EQ Counselor
by virtue of former service at Padre Isltand NS and Yellowstone NP
and previous formal training. Iin December 1932 Personnel
Management Speciallist Mary L. Bush visited Rust (Coliege and
Mississippi industrial College to pass Ut seasonal recruiiment
information, In addition, Chief Park Ranger Dave Tomlinson
assisted 1In the NPS seasonal recrultment program at Memphlis
State University during December. Also, a parkway ranger
lectured to Memphls State Law enforcement students, a large
percentage of whom were minority students,

One personnel change tcok place In the Division of Administration
in 1982; Administrative Technician Kenneth Moore, a former co-op-
education student transferred to the Southeast Archeclogical
Center, effsctive August 22, Radio Dispatcher {ynthia Thaggard
was selegcted to fill the vacancy as Supply Clerk, starting
CGoctober 3.
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Desk audits In 1982 involved employees In Ridgeland, Kosciusko,
Dancy and Tupelo Subdlstricis and as posttlions became vacant
during the vyear, the position descriptions were reviewed and
rewritten as necessary. Several changes In positions were also
made as a resull of desk audits performed In Jate 1981, In
relation to other personnel malters, the Jackson Area Office of
0PM was placed under the supervision of the Huntsville Area
Manager and Mississippi was divided Into zones for recruiting
purposes and an inventory register system was reestablished,
inventorigs established for speclific posttlons and zones remain
active for one year.

An  Open 5Season for the health benefits program was held in May
1982, Another (Qpen Season was sc¢heduled for November 22 to
December 10, bul due to delays in getting comparison charts, rate
schedules, and other brochures, It was extended toc December 23.
Because of rate iIncreases and benefit <¢hanges, one-third of
parkway employess changed coverasge during Opsn Season -~ 94% of
these chose Government Employees Hospital Association (GEHAD
henefit plan. .

Sevaral changes In concession operations on the parkway occurred

during 1482, The Littie Mountain Service Center contract was
negotiated with €. W. Gary and was submitted to Southeast Region
for review and transmittal Lo Washington. A Statement of

Requlrements was prepared for the operation of the Ridgeland
Craft Center and the notice to negotiate a concessions permit was
publiished in the Federal Register. A five-year concession permit
was negotiated with the HMaury County Creative Arts Council to
provide the annual Meriwether Lewis Country Fair and Arts
Festival,

Initial c¢ontacts were made concerning & potentlal concession
operation at Rocky Springs. Feasibllity studies were conducted
concerning & concession developed and operated facllity at
Colbert Ferry {park) on the Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake),
several prospective concessioners expressed interest arnd
commented on the overall feasibility of the proposal.

Fiscal vyear 1983 full-time eguivalency {(FTE) ceilings were given
to the region as one celling, but the parks Iin the Southeastl
Region were reguested o continue tracking and managling the
ceilings in both categories~~permanent and o¢ther than permanent,
As of January 8, 1983, the parkway had expended & combined FTE of
36.92, and projected a requirement of §5.97 permanent and 17.41
other for the remainder of the vear. Thus cur total FTE needs
for the year were 140.3. The parkway monitored FTE carefully
throughout the vear and at the end had used 118.85 permanent and
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22.05 other for a total of 148.9, which was .6 over ceiling. The
overage was caused largely by conversion of eleven part-time and
career-seasonal positions to permanent, fFull-time, during the
year.

Classification desk audits In 1883 Involved employees in the

Natchez, Pore Gibson, Ridgeiand, KosciusKo, and Dancy
Subdistricts. As positions became vacant in 1983, position
descriptions were reviewed and rewriltien as necessary. The

position description for the (lerk-Stenographer GS-312-04,
Division of Interpretation and Visitor Services, was rewritten to
tnclude tasks the Incumbent was preforming. SERO classiflied the
position as Secretary (Typlng), G65-318-05, and the Incumbent was
promoted without competition.

Gpen  Season for the health benefiis program was inftally
scheduled for the period November 14, 1983, to December &, 1983,
As usual, comparison charts were notl avalilable for distribution
to empioyees by November 14; therefore, Cpen Season was extended
to December 16, 1983, Ninateen employeses changed coverage: some
changed to GEHA, some from Blue Cross/Blue Shield High Option to
Standard Option, and several changed to other plans.

The Development Concept FPlan/Environmental Assessment for the
proposed concession facility at Colbert Ferry was prepared and
approved in 1983, Public meetings on Lhe development were held
and most comments were favorable. The Statement of Reguirements
for Colbert Ferry 1is being drafted in the Southeast Regional
Office with input from the parkway.

A Statement of Reguliremenils was made aveailable to the publlec for
the proposed concession development at  Rocky Springs. The
deadling for submissicn of a proposal was December 13, 1883.
Unfortunately none were submitted.

The concession contract with €. W. Gary was signed by Mr. Gary on
Qotober %, 1983, and forwarded to WASO for review on October 17,
1983. It was forwarded by WASO to Congress on November 2, 1983,
for b0 days. it will be signed and In force dJdanuary 2, 1984,

A three vear concession permit was successfully negotiated with
Craftasmen's Gulld of Mississippl for the continued operation of
the Ridgeland Crafts Center. ~

The Fiscal Year 1984 full-time equivalency (FTE) ceiling remained
the same-~140.3. Due to the change to PAY/PERS, it bescame
increasingly difficult to balance our FTE fligures with theirs.
At the end of the fiscal year, PAY/PERS reported our FTE usage as
2.48 under celling.
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The Personnel Speclialist Is now regquired to audit 25% of the
positiaons each vyear for which the parkway has classification
authority,. That would be 18 positions. In FY 1484, this amount
was exceeded: 19 positions were desk audited and 5 were revieawed
while vacant, making 2 total of 24 positions reviewed., Of these,
four required personnel actions: Worker Foremen were changed to
Maintenance Mechanic Foremen.

On August 19, Park Technician, 6S-026-5/6, opositions (20) were
changed to Park Ranger, G5-0235-5/6. Three positions were filled
from OPM as Park Techniclans according to instructions from the
Southeast Regional Office. A task force was appointed in
Washington to study the (25/026 positions, At  vear end, the
Reglional OFffice was still waiting for g¢larification on this
change from 176 to 025. We have been teld that the new Park
Technicians will not be changed to Park Rangers In 90 days as was
previcusly planned.

Open Season for the health benefits program was held from
November 5, 1984, As usual, there was a shortage of brochures and
a number of brochures were Xeroxed in order that each subdistrict
would have a copy of each plan for the emplovees Lo review., HNine
emplioyees changed coverage.

The Fiscal Year 1988 full-time equivalency (FTE) ceitling remained
the same as in 1984--140.3. At the end of the fiscal vyear,
PAY/PERS reported our FTE usage as 125,57 permanent, 13.63 other
for a tota) of 139.20. This figure is 1.10 under celling.

Park Ranger, 65-~025, position descripition and qualification
standards were approved in 1985, and as a result the 1984
conversions from Park Technicians to Park Rangers were validated.
Alsc parkway GS5-~086 Parkway Rangers were promoted to &65-87 as a
result of application of new standards.

On April 15~1%, the Southeast Regional Office conducted an  on-
site personnel management evalualtion, The Management Summary i3
quoted partially as:

"We major personnel problems were noted. The overall
finding is that the park personnel program s in good shape.
A substantial malority of the Interviews conducted reflected
a feelling of support for the park personnel program.?

Actlion jtems generally dealt with supervisory training, updating
nerformance standards, updating posltion descriptions, and
refining the awards program. There were alsp a number of
position managemeni recommendations to which the park responded.
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The Personnel Specialist s required to audit 25% of the
positions each year for which the parkway has classification
authority, 18 positions, IN FY 1985, 13 poslitions were desk
audited and 8 were reviewsd while vacanti.

The Personnel Specialist visited Rust Coilege on behalf of
service~-wide Park Aid/Technician/Ranger seasonal recrultment and
for the Scutheast Region in recrultment of seasonal laborers,

Open Seascon for the health benefits program was held from
November &, 14985, through December 6, 1985,
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PREFACE

In 1896% Supervisory Historian Dawson Phelps completaed compiling
the first drafi administrative history of the Natchez Trace
Parkway entitled "The Natchez Trace Parkway: Fact and Surmise."
This draft was to contain 12 chapters, of which two, XI Adminis-
tration and XII Retrospect: 1931-1965, were not written.

No more work was done on this draft until 1976 when Chief Park
Interpreter John Mohlhenrich rewrote and updated the 1965 draft,
completed the chapter on administration, compiled the appendlx,
and combined two original chapters, VI Land!" and "WIIl Evolution
of a Parkway Concept™ into one chapter. This administrative
history is updated annually as necessary by the Division of
Interpretation and Visitor Services,

The original 1965 draft prepared by Dr. Phelps is retalined in the
Natchez Trace Parkway library, Quoted herewlth Is the original
preface from that paper:

"The Natchez Trace Parkway: Facl and Surmise” is not and
canrol be a definitive history, but rather a serlies of
essays which | hope will shed some 11ght on & complex
subject.

"That the idea ©f permanently commemorating the 0ld Trace
originated with the Mississlippl Daughters of the American
Revoiution I3 not open Lo guestion. However, that organiza-
tion keeps only the sketchiest records, a fact which pre-
cludes 2 more detailed look-see Into their story.

"wWho conceived the ldea of paving the Naitchez Trace? Here
the testimony is conflicting., Jeff Busby told his story
many timss-~with vim and color. His role, as set forlth In
this work, comes largely from his 1ips, supplemented by the
raminiscences of Ned Lee, editor at that time of the Webster
Progress, and by stories from the pen of "Col.™ Jim Walton.
When a draft was presented to Busby, he, in effect, sald,
Hohelps s all wet.” However, he refused to either make any
corrections or suggestions or to permit an examination of
his papers. :

"Some time agoe I touched on this zubject briefly in a talk
with Mrs. W. F. Smith, a sister of Senator Hubasrtit Stephens.
For many vyears she was the llbrarian at New Albany, Missis-
sippl. She let me know that it was erronegus, unjust, and
scandalous to deprive her brother of the credit for estab-
lishing the Parkway. She maintained that Col. Walton ap-
proached the late Senalor with the same story with which he
regaled Jeff Busby, and that as a consequence he [nitiated
the legislation which authorized the survey of the

Trace.



4, Division of Maintenance

(Plans and directs maintenance of parkway roads and trails,
grounds, buildings, utilities, other facilities and equipment. and
prepares engineering plans, estimates, and speciflcations  for
physical improvements assigned to the parkway for performance.)

Maintenance is by far the largest division on the parkway and
this abridged account of its history covers only major positions
and cannotl ITnclude the faithful endurance and the backbreaking
hard work of the majority of the people who have contributed to
maintaining the parkway through the vears.

Thne organization of the Malntenance Divislien had its beginning in
1941 with the transfer of parkway headquarters from Jdackson to
Tupselo. Initial responsibilities concerned the various types of
engineering surveys necessary for development of the parkway. In
1841 Sidney W. Hoiditch entered on duty as an Engineering Ald and
for a period of years there were two positions filled at the same
tims.

A Civil Engineer position was established in 1641 and filled by
John H. Saxon. In later vears & second position was created and
there were two concurrently filled Civil Engineer positions until
the position occupied by Lamar M. Haynes became vacant in 1685 at
which time this second position was abollished.

In July 14951 the Natchez Trace Parkway assumed responsibility for
maintenance of major roads, which untll  this time, were
maintained by the Bureau of Public Roads (BPR). The iInventory
then consisted of 83 miles of major roads, none of which was
surfaced, and 3.5 miles of secondary reads. At that time several
men transferred to the Natchez Trace Parkway from the Bureau of
Public Roads. One of them, Otis Robertson, was placed in charge
of maintenance for the southern district In 1954% and In 1877 Otis
was still serving in that position. Inm July 1952, the Natchez
Trace assumed responsibility for the maintenance of remaining
major roads from BPR. This consisted of 16 additional miles of
unpaved parkway motor road in Tennessse,

Parkway development accelerated and the Maintenance Division
expanded during the MISSION 66 decade from 1956 to 1966.

H. Reese Smith became the first Parkway Engineer (later Chief of
Maintenance) in 1946, and in December of 1950, an Assistant Park
fngineer position wass established and filled by John H, Saxon.
Im 1271 this position was abolished and Civii Engineer Bobby
Matthews assumed the additional responsibility of Aszsistant Lo
the Division Chief.
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Under the authorizations of the Federal Hlighway Act of 1954 and
the Service's MISSION &% program beginning in 1956, rate of
progress on construction of the parkway motor road and related
faciljties was greatly iIncreased. As these faciiities were
opened to the public along unconnected units of the parkway in
the LE5B-mile length between Mashville and Natchez,
decentratization of activities and responsibilities became
necessary for supervision and performance of the Service, as wel]
as construction projects and maintenance of completed facilities,
Listricts were established geocgraphically as the Northern,
Central, and Southern with headquarters at Meriwether Lewis (near
Howenwald, Tennessee), Tupsio, and Ridgeland {(near dJackson,
Mississippi).

Heading the Service's maintenance and construction activities in
these three districts were Otils Robertson in the Southern, 5&id

HMolditch at Tupelo, and Marcelle Mann at Meriwether lLewis. All
three of these men had extensive experience as englneering aldes
and In retated comstruction responsibilitles. Consequentiy,

they were able to assume much responsibility in supervising and
carrying forward the work of the maintenance and englineering

division. Even &fter Design zaznd Consiruction functions were
taken out of the park and centralized in the Eastern Design
Office in Philadelphia, the highly competent maintenance

supervisors {subsequently titled Foreman ¥ {(Maintenance) in each
of the three districis and the foremen of the subdistricts were
able to give much assistance to the Design and Contruction
personnel in supervision of numerous and widely scattered
construction projects.

The responsibiitities of the maintenance supervisgors increased
with the compietion of extensive units in the parkway so that In
April 1966 their positions were converted from Wage Board to
Classified Sertes 1640 as Construction and Maintenance
Representative (General) and later as Maintenance Supervisors.
Upon the death of Sidney W. Holiditeh In 1969, two districts were
astablished {(Northern and Socuthern) with the MNorthern extending
from Nashville, Tennessee, to Jeff Busby Park and the Southern
From that point south to Natchez, Mississippi; the <CLentral
District sasition was officially aboliished May 7, 19743,
Marcelle Mann was moved to  Tupelo Inn the spring of 1870 and In
1876 the 1itle of these two positions was changed (o Faclility

Manager.,

The baslc organizational cpesration was sel up on a district and
subdistrict basis, with a foreman and/or sub-foreman, and various
positions (such as Maintenance, Operators, Caretakers, et¢.), in
each subdlistrict, By 1858 there ware elight subdistricts at
Natchez,  Port Gibson, Ridgeland, Kosciusko, Dancy, Tupelo,
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Cherokee and Meriwether Lewls, with one additional sub-district
planned for the extreme northern portion of the parkway when that
portion is completed.

In addition, there are smaller maintenance cgperation areas at
Jeff Busby {(formerly Little Mountain) and Rocky Springs. Five
Journeyman craft positions {Auto-mechanic, Electrician,
Signmaker, Carpenter, and Painter} were established to serve the
entire parkway from Tupelo headquarters with a major portion of
their time devoted o maintaining the major complex and
residential area in Tupelo.

The ¥first clerk-stenographer position for the division was
established and filled by Ernest L. Martin, November 23, 1953,
When the Field Finance Office was closed in 14865 Pavroll (Clerk
Mary C. B. Keltlum was reassigned to the maintenance division as
clerk-stenographer and through the yvears her positicon became a
full-time Program Assistant responsible for keepling track of the
budget and expenses incurred in the myriad of malntenance
operations and programs. In 1967 a clerk-typist position was
established at Ridgeland and filled by Rovece Ellington, May 21,
1967, to take care of clerical duties for the scuthern portion of
the maintenance division.

Im 1957, It was determined that resurveying and original marking
of the boundary of HNatchez Trace Parkway with concrete poesis
should be financed with construction funds. Accordingly, two

engineering aid positions were created.

Throughout the 6&0's &3 construction continued, Lree planting
continued to be an lmportant function financed and supervised by
maintenance. In the 1962 FY 25,000 trees were planted to screen
unsightly developments on private property and to eliminate
construction scars, In FY 1463 9,000 pine, 500 baldcypress, and
2,000 oak seedlings were reported planted, and in 1965~66 15,650
shortleaf pine, 2,000 cottonwoods, and 1,604 each of Jongleaf
pine, red c¢edar, baldcypress and vellow poplar seedings were
planted with the number increasing to 33,508 in the next fiscal
year,

During the 1962Z FY bids were cpened for resealing 18.6 miles of
parkway on Sectlion 3-M-2 and 3-HN~1 and completed August 1, 1962,
at a cost of $27,339.34. A sign maintenance handbook was
developed in 13861 and distributed Lo a1l supervisory maintenance
parsonnel.

Many projects were accomplished by day labor under the
accelerated Public Works Program. Eleven APW day labor projects
were awarded in the [962 FY including boundary marking, planting
projects, selective roadside cutting, relocating a8 picnic shelter
ard revising a sewer system.
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As more and more of the parkway was gcompleted older sections
required resealing and each vear specifications were prepared,
bids opened and contract work supervised Ly maintenance
personnel.,

In 1963 three acceleragied Public Works projects were awarded for
bituminous resealing of 15.5 miltes of motor road in Attala County
in Mississippl at a cost of $38,065 and for hot bltuminous
concrate pavement overlay on approximately 34.7 miles In Madison
and Leake Counties in Misslssippi for $380,208.50 and on 11 miles
in Wayne County, Tennessee for $137,647.83.

Resealing of approximately 28 miles of parkway was accomplished
during the 1966 FY a2nd new, special Lype maintenance equipment
acyuired included a bulldozer, slip~in type asphalt distributor,
combination type winch-stake~dump truck and a 15-foot rotary
mower. Two addliilonal 15-foot rotary mowers wereé purchased the
fFollowing year to  keep up with the every increasing mowing
reguirements.

During the 1967 FY the division wrete specifications and
supervised test well driliing at four Jleocations: Tupelo, (Colbert
Park, and at Holly and Glenrock Picnic areas,. As a result a 200
gallon per minute supplemental well was developed at Tupelo and
production weils were develcoped at Lthe other three areas. in

agreement with Tthe Philadelphia Service Center supervision of
construction of utilities for the Cherokee Maintenance Area was
assumed by maintenance and In that same period approximately 35
miles of parkway were checked and monumented.

Several maintenance contracts for cleandp work in picnic areas,
camparounds, and comfort stations were awarded this same year
(1966~Hh7) to recduce and practically eliminate overtime of regular
parkway employees. Contracts were also let 1o paint several
elevated watear tanks.

About this same time safety began receiving more attention and
became an Iimportant management function and responsiblility. Two
parkway maintenance subdistricts, Port Gibson and Natchez had
acquired a record number of accident free davs, 2,013 and 1,720
respectively as of May 31, 1967. in 1967 hard hats were provided
for all maintenance and firefightiing personnel and all oll

heaters In govermment gquarters were .replaced with elecuric
heaters,

Maintenance implemented the milepost system i 1969 with
installation of the posts at five mile intervals. The goal of
placing them at one mile intervals was completed in 19772. This
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system has proven to be an Invaluable management and reference
tepol for all divisions and employees as well as a handy reference
for the visitor.

Advertisement and construction began in 1972 for central sewage
collection and treatment systems to replace the old system of
individual septic tanks at Tupelo headguarters, Jeff Busby, and
Merlwether Lewis. These were completed In 1973, Roof
maintenance was also a problem in 1972 at the Tupelo Visltor
Center continuing throughout the year despite repairs made wunder
a l0-year warranty. Additional office partitions were installed
in the visitor center and a contract was let for installation of
carpeting in the library, auditorium and lobby.

Alse Inm 1972 maintenance began developing six environmental
campgrounds invelving clearing of slites, trail construction and
providiing basic facilities including Tog benches, fireplaces and
pit toilets. These were ready for wuse early in 1973,

in 197% approval was recelved for yél}ow centerline striping and
white edge stripling along with funds for complete marking of the
parkway and maintenance personnel physically lecated "no passing®

zenes along tne entire road. In 1974 edge striping was placed on -

305 miles of parkway by contract and in 197% centerline striplng

was placed on 166 miles of parkway beitwegsen Tupelo and Jdackson and !

on 18 miles south of Jackson., As an added safety measure in 1973
rumblebars and reflectors were Insizalled at all opaved roads
crossing the parkway at grade and each parkway segment terminus,

In 1897%, reflective markers were placed to identify hidden
culverts and reduce the hazard to cars driving and parking on the
road shoulder,

Major leaks continued to plague cperations at the Tupseloc Visitor
Center and maintenance personnel worked with the Regional
Archlitect in an effort to draft contract plans and specifications
which resulted in a new bullt-up roof being placed on the roof by
contract In 14974,

During 1973 in a sffort 1o conserve enargy aluminum storm  doors

and windows were installed in all! emplovee residences in  the
Tupelo area and an exerted effort was made to opsrate all parkway
bulldings in strict accordance with prescribed national energy

conservation standards with very satisfactory resuits,

The interior and exterior of waler siorage tanks were sandblasted
and repainted using a durablie vinyl paint system at Meriweiher
Lewis, dJacks 8Branch, Glenrock, Tupelo Headguarters, Dancy, dJdeff
Bushby, and River Bend.
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Gne major site improvement during 1973 was at Boyd Silte where the
mound and surrounding area was cleared and pianted In grass and
a trall constructed around the mound. Malintenance personnel
assisted in taking down and crating for shipping 26 exhibit
panels for rehabllitation and then Installing the rehabilitated
exhibits back in place when they were returned Jlater, The
following vear a total of 26 cast alumlinum wayside exhibits were
installed at Boyd S%ite, Rocky Springs, Mangum Mound, and
Grindstone Ford.

In 1973 three Tupelo maintenance employees retired during the
year based on age and 3( vears of service: Electrician Maynard
Swinney 1n January, Maintenance Worker Jack Barnes in QOctober,
and Tupelo Subdistrict Foreman William "Gene" Hughes in December.
Tucked away in the files of Lthe personnel office is the obscure
paragraph written by Mr. Swinney at age 26 when he returned aftar
losing a leg in the military service:

"I am very sorry to say that 1 won't be able to hold down my
old Job becazuse I had rather do that kind of weork than any
other kind 1 know of but [ won't be able to do it. You see
this teg they gave me has @ hinge In the knee joint and
every time I make a2 step I have to sling it back straight to

make ancther step. I will be able to do most any kind of
work that s on a level place but I won't be able to ¢limb
or work in close places like 1 used o do.®

Further energy conservation measures were instituted In 1978 by

bringing in mow lines to reduce the amount t¢ be mowed and the
number of mowings per year was also reduced. S5torm windows and
doors were installed on eight resldences at Meriwether lLewls,

Dancy, dJeff Busby, Kosciusko, and Ridgeland.

In 1974 the Natchez Trace Parkway was selected by the Reglon as a
pilot area Lo test, using monitoring equipment, the feasibility
of using 3Swedish-type toiisls and a toilet was installed at the

wayside exhibit shelter on section 3-W near Natchez. In the same
year a parkway-wide conversion to the Best Lock System was
accomplished with Best Jocks on all gas pumps, gates, and

extericr buildings,

A concerted effort was initiated to upgrade the rapidly
deteriorating road surface through use of Regional reserves and
parkway end of the year savings. In 1974 six miles of parkway
was resealted on sectlon 3-K by maintenance personnel and a 2Z-inch
hHot bituminous concrete overlay wes placed on 18.4% miles of
parkway as well as the roads and parking areas at Jeff Busby,
8ynum Mounds, Witch Dance, and the 01d Trace pullout.
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. The following vear an additional five miles on section 3-K were
reseaied by maintenance personnel and 66 miles of the parkway,
including ati parkway areas and accesses were resealed by
contract on sections 3-D, 3-E, 3-H, 3-dJ, and a portlon of 3-G,
In 1976 funds were awvaillable to let & contract to overlay
sections 3-D and 3-f£ with bhot bituminous mix and the remaining 67
miles of parkway requiring attention were reseailed Including
sections 1-Jd-1, 2-A and 2-C north and sections 3-%, 3-T, 3-U and
3-V between Jackson and Natchez.

During 1975 additional overhead insulation was installied in 206
emplovee residences at Tupelo headquarters and heat pumps were
installed in residences 194 a2t Jeff Busby and 160 at Mount LoCcust
and built-up roofing was replaced on all buildings In the Tupelo
malntenance compound and on the Xosciuske warehouse., This work
continued in 1876 with built-up roofing being placed on two
residences and four maintenance bulldings at Ridgeland and on two
maintenance buildings and two residences at Dancy.

in 1875 and 1976 a number of 108 Compliance Statements were
submitted and approved for clearing sections of the 0!d Trace,
Napier Mine, Emerald and Mangum Mounds, build a brick sidewalk
at Mount Locust and to raplace a temporary rocof onn the John
Gordon House in Tennessee. At the end of 197% materials were on

. harnd for both roof projects and approximately one-half of the

. Mount Locust roof had peen replaced. Early in 1976 the shingle
reof was completed on Mount Leocust and a2 Lemporary sheet metal
roof was placed on the John Gorden House.

A 20-person YLC day camp was activated at Tupele in the summar of

1876. This very successful operation resulted In repainting of
the NEED Center and construction of 2.5 miles of hiking trail
between Old Town Overlook and {hickasaw Village, In 1977 funds

were allocated to expand Lhe program to three day camps, one each
at Ridgeland, Tupeio, and Meriwether Lewis.

Projects accomplished by thase three camp crews inciuded vista
clearing &t Black Belt and Z2(0-mile Overlooks, rehablilitation of
Cvpress Swamp, Chickasaw Village, arnd Beech Springs Nature

Trails, nine miles of boundary clearing and posting in  the
Nashville subdisirict, and exterior painting of six comfort
stations.

A 357,626 contract for initial preservation and stabilization of

the exterior of the John Gordon House was awarded gn  September
20, 1977, and work officially began Qctober 17. During 1977 roof
replacement continued with built-up roofing being placed on  two
Port Gibson maintenance bulidings at Natchez, Modern l0=~person
underground storm shelters were Installed at Mount Locust,
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Kosclusko, Ridgsland, and Meriwelher lLewis residential areas.
Also in 14977 insulation was installed under the floor of all 20
Tupelo headqguarters residences and smoke detectors were placed In
all parkway residences. :

Installation of subdistrict storm cellars was completed in 1978
with five additlional shelter units, o©one each at Port Gibson,
Rocky Springs, Ridgeland, Koscluskg, and Merlwether Lewls,
Building improvements continued with 1light-weight concrete
decking and built-up roofing on three Kosciusko maintenance
buildings. Bujlt=-up roofing was replaced on twoe each resldences
at Xosclusko and Jeff Bushby and on four exhibit shsliters. Two
new heating and cocling systems were installed In residences at
Ridgeland and Kosciusko and two residences at Meriwether Lewis
received new heat pumps. To conserve enerdy, the fireplaces in
many of the Tupelio headquarters residences were bricked up and
wood burning heaters were instailted by the occupants.

On  August 11, 1978, the initial preservation and stabilization
contracty for the Gordon House was completed and officially
accepted., Alsoc in 1978 the historiec approach to Mount Locust was

restoered  through a brick waik built by contract. Initial
preservation and stabilization of the Pharr Mounds began in 1978
as part of the 3-B-1 parkway construction contract, By the end

of the vyear, all the trees had been cleared and the area between
the mounds had been graded and planted in a temporary crop of
winter wheat to be replaced with coastal bermuds in the spring of
197¢9.

Chief of Park Maintenance Stump transferred Lo the Denver Service
Center September 24, 1978, and Civi]l Engineer Bobby Matthews was
promoted to the downgraded GS~12 position, effective March 25,
19796, Stennis Young was selected to fill the <Civil Engineer
vacancy, effective January 27, 1880. Other changes in the
maintenance headqguarters siaff were the hiring of William Stout
as an Engineering Aid in August and the optional sarly retirement
of Program Assistant Mary €. B, Kellum, effective QOctober 1,
1979.

Two Subdistrict Maintenance Foremen positions were vacated In
18479, Tupelo, by the death from a heart attack of Johnny Herring,
Jr., in August and Kosclisuke through retirement of Herbert Adams
in November, Maintenance Mechanic Leader Swindle was promoted to
the Tupelo Subdistirict Malintenance Foreman pasition and
Maintenance Mechanlie Fercy L. Young was promoted to the Kosciuskoe
position, bolth effectlive February 24, 1930,

The old Natchez Trace Parkway administration building which was
created by Joining four homestead quarters and used as parkway
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headquarters from 19%5 until 1961 was sold and hauled away in
1979, Also in 18979 lightweight concrete decking and built up
roofing was replaced on the River Bend picnic shelter and on
three exhibiit shelters at U.5. Highway 82, Bynum Mound, and U.S.
Highway b4,

Energy conservation measures In 1979 included purchasing and
installing 19 wood burning heaters in all subdistrict maintenancs
office buildings, completely eliminating use of diesel fuel for
heating in all maintenance areas. The combined use pf gasoline
and diesel fuel was 122,696 gallons, a 17.7 percent reduction
from that used in 1975 and a step toward meeting the 2§ percent
reduction by 1985, Storm windows were installed In two rest-
dences eagh at Rocky Springs and Port Gibson, one each at
Mount Locust, Jeff Busby, the Feltus House and, at the Cherokee
Subdistrict Office,

Roads and tralis Improvements in 1579 included paving 28 miles of
sections 3-D and 3-£ with hot bltuminous concrete paving and 10
miles of 3-0 with bituminous seal coat and limestone aggregalte,.
Contracts were then let to centeriine and edge strips all 3§
miles., Approximately 60 percent of the old wood mileposts were
replaced with metal mileposts and the remalnder were replaced In
1980 completling Lhs project,

Clerk~Stenographer Betty Adcock was promoled to Budgel Assistant,
GS-6, effective March 2%, 1980, to 111 the Program Assistant
vacancy. She continued to perform secretarial duties as well
Because the clerk-stenographer vacancy could neot be filled because
of the hiring freeze. Ridgeland Subdisirict Mainteance Foreman
Rogers retired August 29, 1880, and the vacancy was filled by
reassigning Cherokee Maintenance Foreman Larmon Lindsey, effec-
tive November 38. Chercokee Automotive Mechanic Hubert Thompson
was promoted Lo the Maintenance Foreman position January 25,
1981. Also In 1980, Ridgeland Mainteance Mechanic Buford Stewart
was reassigned Lo Kosciusko.

In 1980 storm windows were installted on the subdistrict offices
at Dancy, Kosciusko, Ridgeland, and Port Gibson and on two Ridge-
land residences Lo conserve energy. A new A-frame roof with
asphalt shingles was constructed on the residence and one-half of
the office bullding at Natchez, replacing flat roofs., Asphalt
shinglie roofs were also included on the two Rocky Springs resi-
dences.

Improvements in roads and trails in 1980 included resealing
eight miltes of section 3~ with a bituminous seal coat, treating
20 miles of sesction 3-F and a portion of 3-G with a sturry seatl,
and resealing 10 miles of sections 3-0Q and %2~-R with a2 bituminous
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seal coat and limestone aggregate. New edge stripe was painted
on 28 miles of sections 3-D and 3-E, while new centeriine and
edge stripes were painted on 20 miles of section 3-F and poriicons
of sections 3-G and 3-Q. The handrail on the one-mile long
Tennesszee River bridge was sandblasted and painted.

In June and July of 1980, YCC crews cleared 13,850 feet, or 2.6
miles, of Old Trace at three interpretive sites along the parkway.
In Tennessee, 10,700 feet of the Sunken Trace at milepost 350.5
were clearad; In Mississiopl, 100 feel at the Confederate Grave-~
slte, milepost 269.4, and 3,050 feet at milepost 221.Y4% were
cleared,.

During 1981, 16 miles of parkway were resealed with a bituminous
seal coat and new centerline and edge siripes were painted on
portions of 30 and 3R. Centerliine and edge siripes were also
repainted on 51 miles of ssctions 3N and 30 and portions of 3M
and 3P, Levellng work conslisting ©f b22 tons of hot bituminous
asphalt was performed by contraci on sections 3D and 3E.

The Ridgeland Crafts Center was rewlred, a new switch box was
installed and the roof was re-shingiled, A mnew heating and
cooling unit was installed in one section of the Tupelc Visitor
Center and wood heaters were installied in 10 guarters aliong the
parkway.

A pulpweod contract was let in the Dancy Subdistrict to assist
the Maintenance Division with the seljective removal of vegetailion

along the mow-~1lines which had become overgrown, The cobjectives
were many and included Improving sight distant on curves,
removing vegetation encroaching on  shoulders, bridges, and

drainage structures, and selectlive clearing of slopes and around
specimen trees.

During 1981 FY the amount of energy usad in buildimgs and faclili-~
ties was 20.5 percent below the same period of the 1875 fiscal
vyear base. The energy used in vehicles and esquipment during the
1981 flscal year was 24.1 percent below the same periocd of the
1675 fiscal vear base. This gave the park a total energy reduc-
tion of 22.3 percent, in line with meeting the goal of a 2%
percent reduction by the 1985 Fflscal ysar.

Twenty-eight enroliees participated in an abbreviated six-week
YCC program, with 19 of the enrollees at Tupelo and nine located

at Dancy. Work projects centered arcund trail and roadside
maintenance. Two fool bridges were constructed along a hiking
traitl. By the end of 1981, there were only three enrocllegs in

the program and the last of Lhese was terminated in March 1982.
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In February 1981, 1two 106 Compliance Statements submitted by the
parkway in 1980 were approved, a Blanket Statement for
Maintenance Activities at Tupelo NB ands Brices Cross Roads NBS
and a statement o relocate a sldewalk at Tupelo NBE. Two
additional compliance statements were submitted and approved In
1981, restoring Gordon Mound A, and constructing 2 trail between
the Tupele Visitor Center and Colbert Ferrvy. Clearing Mound A
was accomplished in November by the 3V¥V2 contractor. In October, =a
letter was sent to the Tennessee State Historic Preservation
Offlcer explaining our proposal to plant a screen of trees
between Tennessee Highway 50 and the Gordon House, After
recelving a determination that there would be no adverse effect
and that we could proceed, an Initial planting of native
hardwoods was made in November.

During 1981, considerable progress was made In restoring cultureal
resources as a resuylt of previously approved 186 Compliance
Statements. Vegelation was removed from Elizabeth Female Academy
wall and foundation and the brick wall was repalred, stabilized,
and capped to prevent any further deterioration. Napier Mine was
cieared of trees and shrubs, restoring It L0 the appearance of an
open pit mine, Fourteen iIndividuai sections of Oid Trace,
totaling 12,225 feet or 2.3 miles, were cleared in all three
states (Alabama, Tennessee, and Misslssippi).

During 1922, 56 miles of parkway were leveled and resealed with a
bituminous seal coat on sectlons 3D, 3ZE, 3F and a portion of 3G;
six miles of section 3B were resealed with a bituminous seal
coat. Centerline and edge stripes were repainted on 161 miles of
parkway in Tennessese, Alabama, and Mississippi.

During Lthe year, two sections of the 0ld Trace in Mississippi
totaling 1700' In length were cleared, & 400' section at milepost
8.5 (112-3WJ and a 138067 section at Grindstone Ford, milepost
(132-37).

The amount of energy used in bulldings and facllities durlng the
1982 fiscal vear was 14.9 percent below the same perliod of the
1975 fiscal year base and energy used Iin vehicles and equipment
was 19.3% percent below the same period ¢f the 1475 fiscal vyear
hase. This gave the park a total energy reduction of 17.9 per-
cant. A new heating and cooling unit (heat pump) was installed
in one wing of the Tupelo ¥isitor Center and wood heaters were
installed in 10 quarters along the parkway, adding to the 10
installed during 18981.

During 1882 blue and white hospital symbolis were installed along
the parkway In Mississippl to help direct visitors to nearby
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hospitals offering 24 hour emergency room service, This project
was conducted In cooperation with the Mississipp! State Highway
Department who provided the reqguired signing between the parkway
and local hospitals. ‘

The 1982 Youth Conservation Corps Camp along the parkwy was the
first in which the enrollees worked directly under maintenance
personnel and not under YCU staff. fFourteen enrollees partici=-
pated in the program Iin 1982 with eight enrolled in the Tupelo
Subdistrict and six in Dancy. Two main work projects were con-
struction of a new interpretive loop trall with foot bridge and
the general thinning of parkway sltopes of voung pine, sweetgum
and honeysuckle.

During 1983, approximately 172 more miles of parkway were opened
to the public as well as a new interchange of Highway 78, two
miles south of headguarters, This resulted in a significant

increase in sign installation by park maintenance forces. New
parkway spirance signs were received early in the year and
several were instalied at major parkway entrances. The new sign

Incerporates the N.P.S. routed arrowhead as well z2s the parkway
postrider logo inmto lts design,

Old Trace section 180-~3N in Mississippli, milepost 119.7, &40
long, was ¢leared by the Ridgeland Subdistrict maintenance ¢rew
in February,

An ice storm which struck the parkway early in the year resulted
in the lToss of numercus Lrees In the Ridgeland and Kosciusko
Subdistricts. A contract was required to assist maintenance with
cieanup and removal.

Vista clearing work continuded as several parking overlooks wers
seleciively thinned to enhance the view. Conversely, the ongoing
program of selective planting Lo help screen unsightly views
along the parkway continued in 19853,

Several sign orders were placed and filled by UNICOR during the
year. However, late in the year UNICOR anncunced that it would
ne longer manufacture routed wood signs leaving the parkway
wlthout a supplier. Efforts are underway to locate a local
manufacturer.

The amount of energy used in bulldings and facilitles during the
1883 fiscal vear was 2L parcent bslow the same period of the 1473
fiscal vear base, The enmergy used in vehicles and egquipment
during the 1983% fiscal vear was 9.1 percent below the same perliod
of the 1975 fiscal year base. This gave the park & total energy
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reduction of 13.2 percent below Lthe total amount of energy used
during the 1875 fiscal year,

Twenty enrolliees participated in the 1983 Y(L program with four
gnrollees In the Cherokee Subdistrici, six in Tupelo, five In
Koscliusko, and five in Port Gibscn. The work program was falriy
diversified but centered around roadside vegetative control,
trall building, and maintenance and construction of a footbridge
at Rlver Bend.

During 1984, slxty-seven miles of parkway were sealed with bi-
tumincus seal coat on Sections 3-G, 3-dH, 3-4, 3I-K, 3-L and 3-M.

The steel girders on the Town Creek Brlidge, Section 3-D, were
cleaned and palnted.

Additional steel sheeting was instalied at the scuthesast and
southwest abutment on the Chiwapa Creek Bridge, Sectin 3-D,

Natchez Trace Parkway boundary was surveved and concrate monuments
installed on 19.5 miles <of boundary line on Section i-D,
Tennessee, and 17.92 miles on Section 2-D, Alabama.

Roadside clearing was accomplished on 1% miles of parkway motor
road in the Ridgeland Subdlistrict,

The amount of energy used in buildings and faciltities during the
1984 fiscal vear was 14%.4% percent below the same pericd of the
1975 fiscal year base., The energy used in vehicles and squipment
during the 1884 fiscal year was 10.7 percent helow the samse
period of the 1975 fiscal year base. This gave the park a total
gnergy reduction of 11.2 percent below the total amount of ensrgy
used during the 1975 fiscal year,

Twenty~seven enrollees participated In the 1984 YCU program with
ennrollees located in the Meriwether lLewis, Cherokee, Jupelo,
Camcy, Kosciusko, Port Gibson, and Natchez Subdistricts. The
work program once again was fairly diversified, but centered
around rcoadside vegetalive control, trall maintanance and sign
installation and maintenance,

The sign program in 1985 was falrly routine and uneventful.
Several orders were placed and fillled by UNICOR for the replace-
ment and directional and traffic control signs. The avaitability
of funds through the Federal Lands Highway Program to replace
worn or damaged traffic signs has allowed the parkway to replace
many of its older signs.
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. A contract was awarded for 35 miles of parkway to be sealted with
Pltuminous seal coat on Sectlon 3-M, i-N, and 3-0,.

The steel girders on the Frisco Rallroad Bridge, Section 3-D;
ICEG Railroad Bridge, Section 3~G; C&G Railroad Bridge, Section
Z-H; and Big Bywy Bridge, Sectlion 3~H were cleaned and painted.

Roadside clearing was accompliished on 15 miles of parkway motor
road in the Kosciusko Subdistrict,

The amount of energy used in buildings and faciltities during the
1985 fiscal year was 14.2 percent below the same period of the
1675 fiscal yvear base. The energy used in vehicles and egulpmant
during the 1985 flscal year was 10.2 percent below the same
pericd of the 1§75 fiscal vyear base. This gave the park a total
energy reduction of 10.8 percent below the total amount of energy
used during the 1875 flscal vyear.

Twenty~-seven enrollees participated in the 13885 YUC program with
enrollees located In the Meriwether Lewis, Lherokee, Tupelo,
Dancy, Kosclusko, Ridgeland and Port Gibson Subdistricts, The
work pragram once agaln was falrly diversified, but centered
argund roadside vegetative control, trail maintenance and sign
installation and maintenance.

. This 8-week summer program not only provided gainful employment
Lo narticipating youngsters but assisted the maintenance division
on several labor intensive projects.



5. Division of Interpretation and Visitor Services

{(Plans and directs programs concerning the human and natura)l
history of the region necessary in planning, development, presen-
tation and interpretation of the parkway and surrounding region.)

It is somewhat difficult, perhaps immaterial, to say which came
first in the evolution of the parkway, administration or inter-
pretation because the 1wo were inseparable in the early vears for
sgveral reasons. This actually was a necessary and natural caze
of parallelism in order to fully utilize the talents of a staff
limlted in number. The contributions made by these pathfinders
are 51111 vital to the interpretive program, These were the
people who sroduced the basic Senate Document No. 148, "Natchez
Trace Parkway Survey,'" a letter by which the Secretary of the
Interior transmitted findings and recommendaiions to the {ongress
for further development of the idea o0f the Natchez Trace Parkwavy.

One of these pionegers, Malcolm Gardner, remained as Superinten-

dent, but by persomal Inclination, training, and early experiance
has been a facior in Interpretation bevond those duties &s a mere
administrator. While respectling the organlizational lines, Mr.
Gardner, through his ability #3 2 writer, training as a histo-

rian, and inate love for naturail history, provided professional
review and guidance seldom found in a2 field area superintendent,

As an entity, the Interpretive Division was born June 1839 with
the entry on duty of Mr. Dawson A. Phelps as Asslisiant Research
Technician for the Branch of Historig Sites at Large, Jackson,
Mississippi. During the next two vears his Litle evolved to that
of simply Historian, and he assumed the major task of instituting
and executing the parkway historical research program and later,
with the help of others, the broader Interpretive program., This
release from ressgarch gave Gardner more time for his increasing
administrative responsiblilities, although he retained the payroil
title of Associate Research Technician until July 1842,

Desplite the often mentioned shortages of Worild War 1], research
was hindered very jittle except when extensive travel was re-
quired. This fact Is attested 1o by Lthe greatl body of research
done in that period and found in the library at the Tupelo Visi-
tor Center. The war did of course defer full imolementation of
the itnterpretive program as it drained off manpower and funds
that could have added completed parkway mileage and exhibits.

Dr. Phelps cantinued in his role as head of the [nterpretive
Division until September 1962 when he became Research Historian,
From 1%62 until his retirement In March 1865, Dr. Pheips devoted
his efforts to ressarch and at the samg time assisted his succes~
sors In learning something of the Intricacies of the position,

In 1952 he was succeeded by Herbert Olsen who left in November
1963 and was replaced by Guy 8. Braden whe had had previous duty
on the parkway In 1957 and 1958, and who remained as the Chief
Park Interpreter until his death Janvary 2, 1972,
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Because the major interpretive theme and emphasis has been human
history, the earily Interpreters and people selected as Chiefs of
the Division were historlans., However, to present a well balan-
ced story the natural history also needed to be considered., In
1946 a second permanent position of Naturalist was established
and occupisad by Dr. Walter B, McDougall who brought unusuatl
professlonalism to the Naichezr Trace Parkway. His vears from
January 1356 to August 1952 were spent in establishing a herba-
rium and writing the unpublished book, Plants Along the Natchez

Trace, He left a herbarium with over 1,000 specimens plus his

writings as a permanent reference for his successors.

In NMovember 1954 Francis H. Elmore succeeded McDougall and re-
mained until May 148958 and each successor was chosen because of
his natural history background and the title included the word
"Naturaliist." Two naturalists In particutar, Francis Elmore and
Don Bltack, lef:t major contributions in development of nature
trails and trail labels. Don Black conducted research in the
field of geology and produced detailed geoclogical maps as well
as many papers about the geology of the region.

Emphasis in the sarly yvears ¢f interpretation was placed on
development of seif~guiding facilities including nature trails
and interpretive signs. Through the vears a comprehensive series
of dlistinctive, Targe (approximately 6' x 87) wooden routed
panels mounted on concrete posts were placed at numerous inter-
pretive pullouts, Large arrowhead-shaped hanging signs marked
the site and smalier approach signs were placed 172 mile ahead of
each interpretive slte as well as at other sites including camp-~
grounds and picnlc areas., An integral part of the design of
these hanging and approach signs was the inclusion of the

distinctive postrider emblem. In 1976 with the
impiementation of the new National Park Service sign system the
decision was made to continue the wooden signs only &t

interpretive sites thus making them a distinctive part of the
interpretive program and facilities.

Ressarch was also emphasized and today the shelves of ths Natchez
Trace Parkway tlibrary are filled with the resulits of many vyears
of painstaking research and data gathering and subseguent docu~-
mentation to provide the basis and background for Future inter-
pretive dsasvelopment, Between September 1835 and dJanuary 197¢ =a
permanent historian position was filled by a toial of eight
individuals whose primary duties (ncluded research. This posi-
tion was abolished after it was vacated by William E. Cox,
Januvary 11, 1870,

In 1962 Jack V. Howuston's transfer from the Protection Division
to Interpretation in March, for health reasons, began the Park
Guide service 1o man the recently opened visiior center at Tupelo
although he was designated a3 a naturalist., When not ogccupied
with visitors at the information counter these individuals also
conducted research. This permanent position was abolished in
1871 and converted to a2 temporary Cooperative Fducation Student
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position. Addlitional research was accomplished by three trainee
histoerians, dJames L. Brown, Edward L. Trout, and Linda Finn, who
were all assigned to the parkway for approximately one vear from
September 1968 through late 1988,

The archeologlical research necessary 1o tearning abkout the sarly
inhabitants of the Natchez Trace ¢ountry has been in the hands
of & number of individuals over the vyears. These gentlemen,
Jesse Jennings, John Corbett, Jack Cotter, and Fred Bcohannon,
for the most part are relzatively well known throughout the Ser-
vice. Gf the group, Bohannon was the only one actually on the
parkway staff for any length of time, from July 1963 to January
1967, when he accepted the Superintendency of Ocmulgee. Bohannon
not only performed archeclogical research in a most professional
manner but was able to pursue some f his work through to the
exhibit planning stage, showing exceptional ability In this area,

The division, as octhers, has bsen fortunate in having able secre-
tarjes who have taken thelr work seriocusly. A number of thase
have been oniy temporary or have worked for the division on toan
from other divisions. Barbara Sides Jjoined the division as
Clerk-Stenographer in January 1861 and remained until moving to
the Superintendent®s OFfflce in July 1885, She was replaced by
Gladys Rice as a result of the disscolution of the parkway's
accounting functions who returned to Accounting in August 1973,
and Lucile Kearney transferred from Personne] Clerk to the inter-
pretive division effective August 19, 197%,

The first of the parkway's major Interpretive establishments came
into being when the Ridgeland Museum was dedicated and formalily
openad to the public In Novembsr 1951, This facility was rarely
manned untll 1972 and during the period of construction of Rouss
Barnett Reservoir and relocatlion of the parkway In the late 60's
visitation dropped drasticalliy. $Since then visitation increased
and by 1976, coupled with 7-day operation as a crafts center,
annual visitation had increased to 36,737.

Second and more popular was the opening of the historic house,

Mount Locust, in February 1857. This once well used farm house
also doubled as an inn for Trace travelers, and these two stories
ware fitted into the interpretation there. The instaliation was

mannped on a seasonal basis, as well as during March which I3 ths
time of the Natchez Pllgrimage. tarly interpretatian consisted
of a wayside exhibit shelter with a series of exhibits telling
the story of the house and its cccupants, The seasonal on duly
conducted tours of the house and told the story of Lthe house, its
furnishings, and occupants.

The first of the parkway's major manned visitor centers was
opened at Tupelo t0o receive visitors In March 1862, although it
was some time, however, befors full visitor services were avalla-
ble. The audiovisual program "Path of Empire” was revised In
1968 and was replaced in 1977 with a new program designed to
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orovide more comprehensive orientation of what to see and do on
the parkway and to encourage people to spend more time on the
parkway.

Visitation at the Tupelo Yisitor Center increased steadily from
16,240 Inm 1867 to 31,%15 in 18973, The full impact of the energy
crisis was felt in 1875 when annual! visitation dropped to 17,032,
In 1976 total visltation was up to 34,260,

Up until 1872 much of the interpretation on the parkway was
accomplished through self gulding faclilities and all Interpretive
personnel were stationed at Tupelo except for the segasonal Lour
guide at Mount lLocust. Aise the primary story beling presented
was that of the history and events along the 01d Trace.

In 1872 Both the Chief Park Interpreter and naturalist positions
became vacanl. Chief Park Naturalist John Mchlhenrich transfer-
red from Lassen Volcanic National Park to be the new chief of the
divislon Aprilt 30. The naturalist position was abolished and
redescribed as Assistant Chief Park interpreiter with Wiiliam E.
Cox entering on duty In November.

Mr., Mohihenrich inittated a renewed emphasis in providing per-
sanal serviges and visitor involvement which resulted in 2 con-
tinued and rapid expansion of the interpretive program during the
next flve vears, Personal services were expanded and a new
theme, "Roots and Routes of Man” evolved to tell a2 more regional
story of the life and customs of the peoplte associated with the
Old Trace and its modern counterpart, the Natchez Trace Parkway.

Three seasconals were hired to man, for the first time, the infor-
mation stations at Rocky Springs and Colbert Park and the Ridge-
tTand Museum, With the help of a VIP seven day Ccoverage was
provided at Ridgetland. A program of conducted walks and evening
talks began at Rocky Springs. Low visitation at Colbert Park
resulted in this position not being reflilied after the first
summer butil summer coverage at both Rocky Springs and Ridgeland
became parit of the recurring annual proegram with coverage at
Rocky Springs expanding to weekends in the spring and fall., Al
Rocky Springs in 1976, 4l talks were presented to a totatl of
1,505 visitors for an average attendancs of 37, and 47 walks were
conducted for a total of 604 for an average attendance per walk
of 13.

A sorghum making demonstration was conducted for the first time
in 1972 at the Tupelo Visitor Center through @& concession permit
with the parkway providing the site, cooking shed, evaporator
pan, and miil, and the concessioner, Mr. James Franks of Boone-
vitle, providing labor, animals, and cane in return for opportun~
ity to sell the sorghum., Enough sorghum cane was located in the
first year Lo operate only 2-1/%2 weekends but wide news coverage
and local Interest resulted In between 7,500 and &,000 visitors
viewing the operation during the § davs.
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This success resulted in establlishing a second demonstration in
the kosciusko area in 1973 and after two locatlions and two
concessioners, the demonstration was moved to French Camp in
1977. Length of both demonstrations was expanded in 1973 to five
3-day weekends through October and Incliuding Friday to allow
school groups to take advantage of the educational opportunities
provided by this activity. Also in 1972 environmental education
and awareness received Increased attention with formulation of an
Environmental M"Qutreach' Actlion Plan in August establishing a
ranger as environmental coordinator in each of the eight subdis-
rricts. Six sites were selected for overnlight environmental
campgrounds which were completed by April of 1973. Iin 1973
MacDonald Heebner became the parkway's first Enviromnmentail Educa=-
tion Specialist and was assigned to the Tupelo Separate School
System for the 1973-74 school year through provisions of the
Intergovernmental Personnel Act.

Lack of personnel teo schedule use and 1o comduct workshops at
outlying environmental campgrounds resulted In litele use of
these facllitles and by 1975 efforts were concentrated in Tupelo
where office space In the old administration building had been
rehabjlitated and assigned as the Tupelo NEED (National Environ-
mental Educaition Development) Center and Environmental Special-
ist office upon his return to the parkway after his assignment
with the Tupelo schools. Upgradling of the NEED Center environ-
mental campground was completed in March 1975 with construction
of four wooden duplex cabins to replace the tents. Mr. Heebner
and his successor, Dave Baker, concentrated their efforts to
cooperate with the Three Rivers Educational Cooperative to Ini~
tiate environmental education In the six-county region served by
the cooperatlive in order to develop an environmental program that
could serve as g model for the entire state of Mississippi.

STEP was officially established for the first time in Mississippi
in 1976 with the flirst 10-hour STEP workshop for six Tupelo high
school students held January 23%3-24., During the 1476-77 school
vear, additionatl STEP groups were organized at Saltillo and
Shannon High Schools and plans had been made for a fourth group
at Mooreville.

When Mr. Cox entered on duty in Movember 1972, he was assigned
the major duties of expanding the living history program started
garlier by Mr. Mohlhenrich. Special emphasis was directed toward
creating a farm scene at Mount Locust in time for the Natchez
Pilgrimage starting March 18, 1973, With less than three months
until the pilgrimage Mr. Cox arrangsed for a complete blacksmith
demonstration with two blacksmiths, planting of a subsistence
garden, quilting, carding, spinning, and other household demon-
strations and the introduction of chickens 1o create an early

1800 scene, Irn 1974 a young couple was hired to portray a2 hus-
band and wife role and o get away completely from any re-
semblance to a tour guide service. Both were dressed [In authen-

tic period clothing, and the male assumed outdoor activities of
shake-making, splitting ralls, hewing logs, etc., using authentic
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reproductions of period tools. This arrangement, which has been
continued, provides 7-day coverage with both employvees on dutly
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.

Twe crafts festivals were conducted for the First time on the
parkway one in Mississlppl at Koscliusko and one in Tennessee at
Meriwether Lewis in 197%; both have become well established
events with the Mississippl event traditionally scheduled for Lhe
tast weekend in September and ithe second weekend in October
reserved for the Tennessee event. The Meriwether Lewls Country
Falr was an immedlate success in its first yvear bringing together
106 crafispeople from a 13-county area demonsirating and exhibit-
ing to an estimated crowd of 10,000 zttending the 2-day event
October 13-14, By 1975 the number of participants had lteveled
off at 165 with visitation estimated at 35,000 in 1975 and 1976.
Gross sales Increased from $6,600 in 1873 to $§21,478 in 1976.

The Misslissippi event had a much slower start because of loca-
tion, lack of facilitles, and no organlzation to sponsor [,
Approximately 750 people ¢came to wdtceh 13 demonstrators on Satur-
day with rain causing the event Lo be cancelled the second

davy. A location changs and sponsorship by the Craftsmen's Guild
of Mississippi resulted in an estimated crowd of 12,000 and 26
crafispeoplie participating., Because of parking limitation, iack
of electricity and other facilities the event was moved Lo Westi-
wood Park adjacent to the parkway in Tupelo and renamed Y(0id
Trace Crafts Festival. This resulted In a much better event and
umnder the sponsorship of the Northeast Mississipoi Art Associa-
tion the 1876 festival, held September 25-20, attracted apoproxi-
mately 36,000 people and nearly 100 participants.

An Open House to celebrate the 3I5th anniversary of the establisk-
ment of the Natchez Trace Parkway was held Saturday, May 1§,
1973, and has also becom& a traditional anmnual event with tours
through the building, living history demonstrations and cannon or
Firearm demonstrations. An MArtist-in-ParksY program to demon-
strate and Interpret contempory and traditional arts and crafts
was started In 1873 with artists at Ridgeland and Tupelo. By
1575, as VYolunteers in Parks, 46 people particlipated at five
tocations demonstrating 24 various arts and crafts. Two outdoor
falk music performances were conducted esach weekend from June
through mid-August by Volunteers-in-Parks Bill and Chery] Cilavion
on Saturday zafterncoons at Ridgeland and agaln that same night at
Rocky Springs.

Lack of VIP funds forced the 1976 program Lo be arranged through
concession permits and resulited in the program being conducted
only at the Tupelo Visitor Center under sponsorship of the North-
east Mississippi Art Association.

Early In 1975 a concession prospectus was issued for operation of
the Ridgeland Museum as a crafts center and on June 14 the Ridge~
land Crafts Center was officialiy copened by the {raftsmen's Guild
of Misslssippl. Operation of thls facility seven days a week
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added & new dimension Lo Interpretation of reglonal crafis
through exhibits and sale of Mississipp! handicraft items, crafts
demonstrations and workshops open to the publlc and alse provided
a second major manned visltor contact station on the parkway at
no cost to the National Park Service., Total visitation in 19758
was 30,737 exciuding an estimated 5,000 people who attended a
special 2-day crafis festival in October.

As a result of the variety of activities being offered on the
parkway a mimeographed schedule of activities was produced in
1974 and for the first time & printed Visitor Activity Schedule
was offered in 1475 through an Eastern National Park and Monument
Association donation.

Thus by 1977 through trlal and error, and through use of VIP's,
concession permits, and cooperative agreements, the expanded
Natchez Trace Parkway interpretive program included anm 8-month
living history program at Mount Locust, a 7-month weekend sche-
dule of conducted walks and evening talks at Roecky Springs, two
sorghum demonstrations each fall, "two annual crafts festivals,
one each In Mississippi and Tennessee, an annual Open House at
TJupelo, year-round cperatlion of the Ridgeiand Crafts Center In-
cluding demonstrations and workshops, and of the Tupslo Visitor
Center with weekend artist demonstrations from May through
October, and, a NEED Center with a full-time environmental spe-
cialtist working with schools in a six~county arez in northeastern
Mississippi.

During this period of expanslion efforts were also made to improve
other interpretive facilliies through extensive rehabilitation of
wayside exhibits, upgrading and rewriting of interpretive panels,
and a complete redo and upgrading of the study collection, 1i-
brary, and photo file records. Farly in 1974 a complete review
and analysis of 13 nature traiis was made with emphasis on as-
signing themes and revising introductory and trail sign texts to
support these themes. Etched aluminum trail signs with illustra-
tions were chosen to replace the locally made signs on 11 trails,
One trail, Turpin Cresek was abolished and the Chickasaw Villags
trail already had professional laminated pilastic signs. Ten
tralls were completed by the end of 1976 and conversion of the
final one, Bullen Cresek, including & 750-foot loop extension of
the existing trail, was completed In 1977,

Four employees received official receognition for their efforts and
contributions in developing this expanded program which resulted
in increased attention and awareness of Lhe Natchez Trace Parkway
culminating In a8 series of articles {n newspapers and magazines
throughout the gountry. Chief Park Interpreter Mohlhenrich was
awarded a Quality Increase In December 1973, and In April 1977
Clerk-Stencgrapher lLucile Xearney also received one. A gash
Spectal Achievement Award was presented to Assistant Chief Park
interpreter Willlam Cox in Aprii 1974% and to his successor, Ray
Claycomb three years itater, April 1977.
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In 1877 the "Path of Empire”™ program at the Tupele Visitor Center
was replaced by & new 12-minute program emphasizing what to see
and do on the parkway and a new 8-page midifolder with mileposts
on the map replaced the minifolder. The wayside exhibit plans
for Boyd Mounds, Mangum Mound and RBocky Springs was completed
with the installation of cast aluminum exhibits with =2 base
containing an audio station. Effective December 2, 1877, the
NEED Center building was permanently closed and Environmental
Specialist Baker moved to the visitor center Lo assume responsl-
bility for the visitor center and Interpretive activitisas on the
northern portion of the parkway and implementing an interim
district interpreter concept with Assistant Chief Park Inter-
preter Clavcomb responsible for activities on the socuthern por-
tion of the parkway.

The living history role of the male at Mcunt Locust was changed
in 1978 from that of an innkeeper to that of a "Kalintuck™ to
emphasize the story of the boatman and the rigors of travel on
the 01d Trace. This role change helped ¢ support the interpre-
tive theme of early 1800 travel on the 0ld Trace and also helped
the visitor to understand the historical significance of the
Natchez Trace.

Also in 1978, a wayside exhibit plan for all uncompieted portions
of the paregway north of Tupelo was completed by Harpers Ferry
Center and approved by the Scutheast Region November 15, subject
to incoerporation of the parkway's comments. A new nature trail,
Dogwood Valley, was constructed on 3-0-2. Wnile the signs and
posts were on hand in July, the trai] was not officially opened
unti!l April 16749,

Interpretatlon at Chickasaw Viilage was Improved in 1979 by
removing two obsolete wooden signs and concentrating Interpreta-
tion at the exhibit shelter. The nature trall was extended ta
the exhibit shelter and extensive work was performed on Instal-
1ing new sign frames, relocating signs to healthy specimens, and
planting new specimens to improve the Interpretive guality of the
trail. Also in 1979, two new exterior orientation panels and =
wayside exhibit shelter were Installed at the approach Lo the
Crafts Center at Ridgeland.

The parkway's Scope of Colliection Statement was approved by the
Southeast Region on February 20, 18979, and on September 17 Re-
gional Chief of Interpretation Bruce recommended approval of the
Natchez Trace Parkway Statement for Interpretation which was
approved September 14 by Superintendent Ogle.

When Clerk-Stenogragher Lucile Kearney retired at the end of June
1679, the position was redesignated as a permanent less-than-
fuli-time, 32 hours, G5-4, Sheila Massey, who had been filling
in on a temporary promotion, was selected to fill the position
September 23 and was designated the Alternate Agent for ENPEMA,
On December &, 1979, DNPEMA Fiscal Administrator Minnuccl audited
the Natchez Trace Agency operations and reported that everyithing
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was In order and that the Natchez Trace operations could serve as
a Ymodel”™ for all small ENPEMA ocutlets,

Two interpretive activities conducted by concession permits at
the Tupelo Visitor Cénter were discontinued in 1880, the sorghum-
making demonstration and the Artists-in-Parks program. No one -
could be found to conduct the sorghum demonstration because
Public Health Service standards prohibited selling sorhgum pro-
duced onsite. The concession permit for the artists was can-
celied because the art association arranging the program was
unable to provide the variety of crafts demonstrations needed to
meel the interpretive cobjective of the program,

Completion of 3Ch and 1DZ2,EB contracts created six new interpre-
tive pullouts with 1/2 mile approach and hanging signs, Standard
routed interpretive panels were Installed at four of these, §lid
Trace on 3Ch, and Tobacco Farm/Qld Trace Drive, 0)d Trace Walk,
and Jackson Falls on 1D2. A 2-mile one-way 01d Trace Drive was
also opened for public use on 1DZ.

Three intsrpretive tralls were improved and an additional one
activated in 1986. Rocky Springs Townsite and Cypress Swamp were
extended with additional signs to include more points of interest
ard Beech Springs was upgraded by rewrliting the 25 sign fexts and
relocating several signs to Interpret the theme assigned 1o the
trail. Interpretive signs were placed on the Mount Locust trati
between the 01d Trace and blacksmith shop.

Two other interpretive sites were improved in 1980. A trail was
bullt at Phosphate Mine leading to the abandoned raliroad bed,
mine shaft, and new wayside exhibit. A free standing exhlbit was

installed at Fossil Exhibit, replacing the routed interprative,
paved walk, and unsightiy and vandal-prone plexiglas and concrete
exhibit container. In August of 1980 midifolder dispensers were
installed at Tupelo NB and Brices Cross Roads NBS to provide
folders onsite,

Several interpretive personnel changes took place inm 1981, Envi-
ronmeantal Specialist Dave Baker transferred to B8lg Thickel Na-
tional Preserve in April; the position was not filled and As-
sistant Chief Park Interpreter Ray {lavcomb assumed the responsi-
Bility for environmental activities. Clerk-stenographer Sheila
Massey was promoted to the full-time G5-5 secretary in the Admin-
fstrative Division, but continued to help cut in Interpretation
until the vacancy was filled., This GS-4 peosition was converted
to fuli-time and filtled by Carolyn Fairiey effective September
21, 148i. Seven-day coverage of the Tupelo Visitor (enter was
improved by replacing the Cooperative Education Student slot with
two Jocal part-time employees 1o suppliement the one parit-time
empiovyee providing coverage on the co-op student's lieu days.

Repltacing oid silkscreen wayside exhibits with fiberglas panels

continued in 1981 with 2 new living history panel at Mount Lo-
cust, four new exhibits at the U. 5. Highway 82 shelter, and two
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exhibits at the U. S, Highway 61 shelter, completling conversion
of all panels at these twe latter locations.

In May, the initial shipment of 17 of 19, 24" x 44" wayside
exhibits in the Nerthern Wayside Exhibit Plan were received,
followed by two praefabricated concrete forms. Four of these
exhibits had been Installed by the end of 1981 with installation
of the two Tobacco Farm exhibits with audio pending providing
electricity to the site., Additional improvements included three
Iinterpretive signs on the Bynum Mounds trail, elght interpretive
signs on the Chickasaw Village Hiking Trail, and relocating the
three interpretive exhibits at the new 01d Town Pond parking area
in August.

Three special activities were presented on May 30, 1981, in
conjunction with the Open House weekend to commemorate National
Recreation and Park Week; an sarly morning bird walk, a Chickasaw
Village Hiking Trail dedication with brief talks and a ribbon-
cutting ceremony by Superintendent Bainbridge and Tupelo Major
Ciyde Whitaker, followed by a Fun Run with approximately 35
participants, A special autograph and recipe tasting party was
held in the Tupelo Visitor Center by Mrs., Gladicela Harris on
December 18, 1681, toc publicize her new "0ld Trace Cooking"
cookbhook.

In 1882 supervisicon and management of the intergretive program

and faciltities on the southern portion of the Natchez Trace
Parkway was improved with the estazblishment of a full-~time perma-
nent South District Interpreler position., It was filled by

Ravford Harper who EQD dJdune 13 as a &5-7 interpreter and subse-
gquently was promoted to a2 6S-9 October 17. Assistant Chief Park
Interpreter Clavycomb assumed the duties of Neorth District Inter-
preter for programs and facilities on the northern part of the
parkway.

Installation of the two Tobacco Farm wayslide exhibits and conver-
sion of the Colibert Ferry audio station from batiery to commer-
cial power was completed in March, In July extra message re-
paeaters were distributed vo the subdistricts, providing a spare at
the substrict levei for each audio staticon. Rehabilitation of
Four U. . Highway &4 wayside exhibits was completed in December
when four old silkscreen panels were replaced with redesigned
fiberglass exhibits.

Chickasaw Village nature trail was improved by raplacing all of

the dead trees In March. In July the Y(CC completed Lthe Donivan

Stough nature trall and Installed the slgnposts. The interpre-

tive signs were installed in the spring of 1983 after section 38
was opened to traffic,

Twe of the three specital activities initiated In conjunction with
the Open House in 1981 were continued in 1982, an early morning
bird walk and 2 Fun Run with 20 participants. Mrs. Gladiola
Harris again conducted an sutograph and tasting party for her 0id
Trace cookbook, )
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On October 2, 1982, the concession-operated Ridgeland (Crafts

Center conducted a special "Choctaw Day - Native Mississippians
Past and Present,”™ featuring Choctaw Indian crafts, stickball
demonstrations, and archeclogical exhibits. Staff Archeclogist

Carlos Martinez and South Dlstrict Interpreter Ray Harper repre-
sented the parkway with an estimated attendance of 1,000 people.

Several personnel changes took place during 1983, In April,
Chief Park Interpreter Mohlhenrich accepted a lateral transfer
into a similar position at Lake Mead National Recreation Aresa.
His successer, Dale L. Smith, transferred from his position as an
Interpreter Planner in the Midwest Regional Office in Omaha,
Nebraska, arriving on the parkway in October 1983, <Carolyn

Fairley, clerk-stenocgrapher In the iInterpretive division, re~
ceived a speclal achievement award Iin March 1983 for performance
in 1982. Irn November 19873 the interpraetive pasition of clerk-

stenographer occupied by Carolyn Fairley was changed to Secretary
{(Typlng) and upgraded from 65-04% to GS-05.

Several changes also took place with the management of the inter-
pretive program and Taciilties on Lthe parkway. Irn MNovember, the
duty station of the South District Interpreter was changed o
Ridgeland, this in conjunction with the realignment of the South
District Interpretive District to U, §. Highway 82, milepost
204.1. The North Interpretive District will now be from this
location to the north end of the parkwavy.

Rehabilitation of wayvside exnibits at thres Jocations was
complieted during the year. irn February old=~style exhibits were
replaced by new fiberglas exhibits in the Bynum Mounds exhibit
shelter. In June three flberglas exhibits were installed at
Pharr Mounds during construction of the comfort station. The two
aluminum exhibil panels at Brices Lross Rouads NBS were replacged
by fiberglass exhibits in July.

Improvements were made Lo three parkway interpretive trails, In
January the Jonivan Slough Trall was completed with the installa-
tion of 22 signs. Twe additiconal signs were installed on the

Bullen Creek Trall and the job of relocating signs on thea Natlve
Food Plants Trail at Lititle Mountain was completed.

Two annually scheduled special svents were conducted for the 11th
conseculive year--an open house and a crafts festival., An esti-
mated ocrowd of 27,000 came to see the c¢rafis In the 72 booihs at
the Meriwether Lewis Country Fair and Arts Festival on Qctiober §-
g. Twe special activities were presented on May 28 in conjunc—
tion with the Open House weekend to commemorate National Recrea-
tion and Parks Month--an early morning bird walk, attended by 12
pecpie; and a Fun Run, with 720 participants. The May 29 QOpen
House had an estimated attendance of 110 peopie. Activities
conducted this vear Included carding and spinning, weaving, nhomi-
ny and scap making, and a {Ivii War camp 1ife scene. Aunt Glad's
tasting party was conducted for the second vear,
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During 1983, 19 active VIP's contributed a total of 936 hours, as
compared with seven VIP's and 69 hours in 1882. Total VIP funds
expended during 1983 were $471.17, compared to no funds

expended in 1982. During the vyear, VIP's were used at five
parkway locations, Nine VIP's worked 154 hours at Tupele In
direct public service to the visitor, updating the parkway herba-~
rium collection and in clerical duties. At Ridgeland, one VIP
contributed 308 hours of clerical duties. At Rocky Springs,
seven YIP's contributed 114 hours demonstrating thelr skills in
various arts and crafts 1o parkway visitors stopping at ths
contactrstation. The Mount Locust iiving history program bene-
fited by the contribution of 320 hours by one VIP. One VIP

at the Colbert Ferry contact station contributed 40 hours in a
visitor contact position. It is hoped that the VIP program can
be expanded In 1884 In anticipation of the expegted increase In
parkway use by visltors Lraveling to and from the New Orleans
World'ts falr.

Rehabilitation of wayside exhibits and instaliation of new exhi-
bits at several locations were completed during 198%, In January
and in June, the twe aluminum exhlbits at the Tup&lo Natlonal
Battlefleld were replaced by new fiberglass exhibits. In April
standard-size, wood-routed interpretive signs were installed at
Donivan %lough, Brown's Bottom and Pharr Mounds. The new NATR
portable travel exhibit was received during June, reviewed for
accuracy and immediately shipped to the Mississippl Pavilion at
the Louisiana World Exposition for display. After being returned
from the Exposition in November, the exhlibit was placed on dis-
nlay in the Kosclusko HWelcome Center on the parkway. in Septem-
ber, a new double-sided, free-standing exhibit and two replace-
ment wall exhibits were installied in the exhiblt room at
Meriwether Lewis. In October, the new parkway locator map exhi-
bit was installed in the Colbert Ferry ¢ontact station. Two new
fiberglass-embedded exhibits on metal bases were installed at the
Tennessee~Tombigbee Waterway. The Jamie L. Whitien Historic
Landmark exhibit was installied at the same site in December.

Two annually scheduled speclial eventis were conducted for the 12th
consecutive year--an open house and & c¢crafits festival. An esti~
mated crowd of 37,000, 2 record high, came Lo see the crafts in
the £9 baoths at the Meriwether lLewis Country Falr and Arts
Festival on October 13-14. The May 20 Opan House had an esti-
mated attendance of 225 people, Activities conducted this vear
included carding and spinning, weaving, hominy and s0ap making,
and a Civil War camp life scene. Aunt Glad's tasting party was
conducted for the third vear,

The Colbert Arts and Crafts Council held a crafts fair at Colbert
Ferry, Colbert County, Alabama. A concession permit was nego-
tiated with the Council to cover only the period of May 1-15,
1984, The falr was held on the second weekend of May and, while
small, attracted approximately 10,600 people to see it. The
Council Is very Interested In holding another falr on the same
weekend in 1985, At year's end negoetlations on a new permit were
underway.
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During 1984, 11 individuals and & groups contributed a total of
4,008 hours, as compared with 18 individuais and 928 hours in
1983, Total VIP funds expended during 198646 were $126.58, compared
to $471.17 in 1983. During the year VIP's were used at 7 sepa-
rate locations on the parkway. At Tupslo, volunteers assisted In
the annual open house, working In administration and in the
parkway library, in trash pick=-up on the parkway, and in the
planning, construction and riding on the parkway parkway Christ-
mas parade float. ©Groups were responsible for the presentation
of two separale weekend arts and crafts festivals at Colbert
Ferry and Meriwether Lewis, the staffing of the Mississippl
Crafts Center and conducting craft demonstrations, staffing the
Kasclusko Welcome Lenter, conducting a sorghum-making demonstra-
tion at French Camp, and clearing a8 section of Old Trace In the
Hashville Subdistrict,

A documented VIP program was prepared to give direction and
instruction to parkway empliovees.

A training sessiocn on the volunteers-in-Parks Drogram was pre-
sented Lo 20 parkway emplifovees,

No changes took place with the management of interoretive faciii~
ties on the parkway during 1985, although the vesr was primarily
one of planning and of improving the interpretive program at
Mount Locust. With the transfer of one of the Mount Locust
permanent, subject-to-furiough &S5-04 employees at the end of the
year, the position was upgraded to a fuli-time GS$5-05, Site~
supervisor, effective with the selection of the next emplovee,

Awards: A special achievement award was presented to Dale Smith
for performance Iin 198%.

Both permanent positions at Mount Locust were authorized 10 wear
the HNPS uniform. This step Improved security through increased

NFPFS visibility, added an improved feeling of pride to the perma-~
nent interpretive staff, and increased the visitaor's perception

of National Park Service professionalism.

An Eagle eleciric cart was purchased and utilized at Mount Locust
Lo assist visitors with access to Mount Locust from the parkling
Areas.

Rehabilitation of wayside exhibits and installation of new exhi-
bits at saveral Jocations were completed during 1985, In
February, & wall panel containing parkway scenes was installed In
the office entrance lobby of the parkway headquarters pulilding.
Three exhiblit panels (The Chickasaw Nation, The Chickasaw Vil-
lage, and the audio station panel at Chickasaw Village) were
replaced in March due to vandali{sm. A 30" x 40" original
exhibit, "Indians Along the Trace,"™ and an 8" x 10" masonite-
mounted color print of the 01ld Trace and Confederate Cemetery
were stolen from the Meriwether Lewis exhiblit room. The 8" x 10%
print was replaced in July., Although a reward was offered and
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the theft of the large exhibit was glven much publicity, the
exhibit was not recovered, In August, two ancdized aluminum
Interpretive labels (Milo and Soybeans) were Iinstalled at the
crop demonstration plot in front of the Tupelo Vislteor Center.

In September, six 8" x 10" color photographs were replaced on the
National Park Service exhibit in the Tupelo Visitor Center.

A handout entitled "Visitor Activity Planner' was developed and
replaced the previously used Visitor Activity Schedule. More
emphaslis was placed on visitor safety and easier location of
facilities, services, and interpretive exhibits,

The photograph file for color prints of parkway scenes was
developed and computerized.

Two annually scheduled special events were conducted for the 13th
consecutive year--Anniversary Celebration (formerly (Open hHouse)
and a crafts festival. The May 19 Anniversary Celebration had an
estimated attendance of 395, compared to 225 in 1898%4. Activities
conducted this year included carding and spinning, weaving, homi-
ny, and soap making, a Civil War encampment, food tasting, and
continuous programs in the auditorium. An estlimated crowd of
35,300, down stlightly from 37,000 in 1984, came to see and pur-
chase the crafts and food in the 70 booths at the Meriwether
lewis Country Fair and Arts Festival. The second annual George-
town Fair conducted on May 11-12 at Colbert Ferry drew an esti-
mated attendance of 9,500 on the two days, down from 10,600 in
1984, Although considered a success, due to problems within the
council, it was doubtful that the falr would be conducted in
1886.

Dale Smith spent the period of June 6-11 coordinating that seg-
ment of the fllming of the miniseries North and South at Mount
Locust.

During 1985, 11 individuals and 6 groups contributed 18,343 VIpP
hours, as compared with the same number of individuals and groups
and 9,009 hours in 1984. 1Individuals assisted in the interpre-
tive program at Tupelo, Rocky Springs, Colbert Ferry, and Mount
Locust. Groups were responsible for the presentation of two
separate weekend arts and crafts festivals on the parkway, the
staffing of the Ridgeland Crafts Center, and conducting craft
demonstrations, staffing the Kosciusko Welcome Center, conducting
a sorghum-making demonstration at French Camp, and clearing a
section of the 0id Trace in the Nashville Subdistrict.

The VIP program at Mount Locust was expanded to provide costumed
interpretive demonstrators. A total of 945 hours were volun-
teered for this Interpretive operation.

In May, Dale Smith presented two training sessions at the
Kosclusko Public Library to a total of 70 volunteers who staff
the Kosciusko Welcome Center.

Awards: Special achievement awards were presented to Ray
Claycomb and Carolyn Fairley for work performance in 1985.
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No changes ftook place with the management of interpretive facllii-
ties on the parkway durlng 1986 although the year was primarilly
ome of planning and improving the Interpretive program at Mount
Locust Historic House. The site-supervisor position was filled
at the 6S-05 level in the effort to maintaln greater continuity
in both personnel and in the program,

The pretiminary "Team" draft of the Interpretive Frospectus was
received in June and was under review throughout the rest of the
year,

A handout entitled "Travel Planner' replaced the "Wisitor Acti-
vity Pianner. The map was updated to show visitor services In
communities within one mile of the parkway and a& shori section on
the history of the parkway replaced the safety section that was
in turn Incorporated into the new parkway folder.

Visltation at the Tupelo Center increased 4,482 (10%), from

B3, 443 in 1985 to 47,92% in 1986, Seven-day coverage of the
Tupelo Visitor Center continued to be provided through the use of
three local part~time emplovees.

Attendance at the concession~operated Ridgeland Crafis Center was
26,647 compared to 24,526, a decrease of 2,879 (10%).

Twenty—seven different demonstrations were conducted 232 times on
173 days for 18,730 visitors., The Indian and Pioneer Falr in
October was attended by approximately 3,000 visitors.

A total of 254,501 visitors was recorded at Mount Locust Historic
House February through November, no appreciable change from the
1985 attendance of 24,406,

No evening talks were presented at the Rocky Springs Campground
in 1986 due to the lack of atiendance in 1985 and scheduling
problems,

French Camp Academy, operating under a cooperatlve agresment,
conducted a total of 18 sorghum, sugar cane and ribbon cane
demonstrations, mostly on Wednesdays and Saturdays, during Sep-
tember, October and November. The 18 demonstrations produced
1,776 cans or 88% gallons of sorghum or cane and were viewed by
approximately 2,750 visitors,

The Kosciusko Welcome (enter, operaling under a cooperative
agreement, is now in Its second full calendar vear of operation.
Attendance at the center was 38,457, compared to 33,430 in 1985,
an increase of 5,007 (15%).

Several wayside exhibit changes were completed during the vear,
In March the two revised exhibit panels were installed at tLhe
Tennessee~Tombighee Waterway and In September, the living history
panel at the Mcunt Locust exhibit shelter was removed. (hanges
were also made to four parkway bulletin beards during the vear.
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in April a new water safety bulletin board was Installed at River
Bend on one side of the new minl-exhiblt shelter. In December
new gengral Information bulletin boards were installed 8t River
Band, Ridgeland Crafits Center and Rocky Springs Campground.

Special exhibits were on display at the Tupelo Visitor Center -
during much of the year. "Folkroots” was on exhibit from February
21 through March 23 and was viswed by & potential 3,173 visitors.
Missizsippi -~ the 30's" was on exhibit from April 23 through
July 21 and was viewed by a potenlial 15,810 visitors, From July
17 through September an expoframe exhibit panel with a8 selection
cf color parkway photographs was on exhiblit and on October 1 the
first phase of the "Take Pride in America" exhibit was instaliled
in the visitor center,

In March the new orientation program developed by Harpers Ferry
for the Colbert Ferry Contact Station was Installed. In May
49,000 copies of the new multi-color parkway folder were receijved
and, although much more expensive Lo print, are much Improved
over the oid folder,

Cooperating Association - total sales for the Natchez Trace Parkway
Agency of Eastern Nstional Park and Monument Association in fiscal
year 1986, including October 1986, a 13-month period, were $27,537,
compared with $26,377 for the same 13 month period a vear ago, an
Increase of 531,160, or 4%. Sales would have increased sven more had
adequate stock been on hand,

During the vear, the sales inventory was improved with three
additional new titles, Including the reprint of The Qullaw Years
and & new pictorial book, The Natchez Trace,

in addition, two slide strips and three new postcard scenes were
added,

In July Robbin O'Neal was hired as a part-time {(l13~week) salss
clerk at the Tupelo Visitor Center, After a two-week Lraining
perivd, her schedule was 9:30 a.m. Lo 4:00 p.m., dally, Monday
through Friday. Robbin worked a total of 4% davs for 278 hours.

Frogram funds received from ENPEMA were a percentage donation of
$1,184. With & balsnce .of $381.90, 25,000 copies of the revised
and renamed "Travel Planner” wsre printed for a total cost of
£1,L49E.80.

VIF Program - Durlng 1985 nine individuals and four groups con-
tributed a totzl of 17,491 hours, as compared with 11 individuals
and six groups and 18,3%43 hours in 1985, Individuals assisted In
the interpretive program at Tupelo and Mount Locust, answered the
telephone and provided information in the Cherokee Subdistrict,
assisted with a trail ride on the parkway and provided litter
nick-up at the Tupeic National Battlefield Site. Groups were
responsible for the pressntation of a weekend arts and crafis
festival ai Meriwether Lewis, the staffing of the Mississipp
Crafis Center, and conducting craft demonstrations, staffing

the Kosclusko Welcome Center and conducting a sorghum-making
demonstration at French Camp,
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In June Dale Smith presented two training sessions at Kosciusko
to a total of 122 volunteers who staff the Kosciusko Welcome
Center.

Cultural Resource Preservation and Management - HNo 106
Compliance Statements were submitted by the parkway in 1986.

Parkwide cleared sections of §id Trace were maintained to a
standard width of ten feet by mowing and other appropriate means.

Research Accompiished - The final report on the 1884 Shelby Bend
excavations on the Duck River in Maury and HMickman Counties,
Tennessee, was submited by the Department of Anthropology,
Universlty of Tennessee, The report is titled Cultured Adaptaw~
tions in the Shelby Bend Archeclogical District.

A draft report titied An Analysis of Two Site Assemblages From
The Natchez Trace Parkway in Jefferson County, Mississippi was
submitted by the Center for Archaeclogical Research, University
of Misslsesippl. :

The final report titled Excavatlons at the Historic Locus of T~
HK-29 (LoHi181), Natchez Trace Parkway, Hickman County, Tennessee
was submitted and distributed by the Southeast Archeclogical
Center, Tallahassee, Flarida.

Rough drafrts of two in-house projects were finished and review
drafts will be submitted in FY 1987. These are titled The Bolls
Site: An Early American Period Occupation on the Natchez Trace,
Old MNatchez District, Adams County, Mississippi and the Blackburn
Cemetery; An Abandoned Burial! Site on the O1d Natchez Trace In
Maury County, Tennessege. Other in~house work inciuded routins
monitoring of constructlion and evaluation ¢f new sites dis-
covaered.

Spaecial Events and Public Relations - Two annually scheduled
special events were conducted for the l4th consecutlive vear—-
Annlversary Celebration and a8 crafts festival. The May 18 Anni-
versary Celebration had an estimated attendance of 180, compared
to 39% in 1985, even though a tornado warning had been issued for

the afternoon pericod, All outdeor activities (socap and hominy
making and Civil War camplife scene) were cancelled due to heavy
rains. The only special indoor activities conducted were the

carding and spinning demonstrations and plionger cooking., At the
Meriwether Lewis Country Falr and Arts Festival an estimated
crowd of 71,800 (down considerably from 35,300 in 1985 because of
unfavorable weather on the weekend) came to see and purchase the
crafts and food in the 65 booths.

Superintendent Bainbridge continued to serve on the Governor's
Councit on Tourlsm, the Transportation Committee of the Tupelo
Community Development Foundation, and the Northeast Mississippi
Tourism LCouncil.

X~5 (17



The Superintendent and Members of his staff presented numerous
programs (o community organltzalions Lo acqualnt parkway users
wlth the parkway, Its significance, and safe, approprlate use.
The portable exhiblit developed for display at publlic functlons to
acqualint visitors with agtivities appropriate to the parkway was
used several times throughout the year both on and off Lhe park-
way.,

On Saturday, October 18, the concession-operated Ridgeland Crafis
Center conducted the fifth annual Natives and Ploneers Fair. This
falr featured demonstrations and sales by Mississippi Choctaw Indian
craftspersons and (raftsmen's Gulld members working in crafts prac-
ticed by Mississippi pionsers. Estimated attendance al the one-day
event was 3,060,

In December the parkway participated In the annual Tupelo,
Mississippi, Chrisimas parade.

Christmas Open House special events were held at five different
parkway logations during the month, On December 172, open house
was held at the Tupelo Visitor Lenter where the film, "The Chal-
lenge of Yellowstaone," was shown. Christmas ceocokies, coffee, and
punch were served. Attendance during the day was 59.

The concessioner at the Ridgeland Crafts Center held open house
December 20 and there were 160 visitors atiending., Refreshmenis
were served.

There were 2§ news relesases in 1986, Superintendent Bainbridge
worked closely with the news media and Natchez Trace Assoclations
keeping them informed about the progress of parkway construction,
Mr. Bainbridge made several appearances on the Tupelo television
station, WIYA, regarding parkway construction activities.

Awards: Dale Smith received a High Quality Increase in March
1987 for work performance in 1%80.

One major change Look place with the management of the Interpre-
tive program during 1987, Effective Qctober 1, the duty station
for the South District Interpreter was moved from Ridgeland to =
newly constructed office at the Natchez (Mount Locust) main-~
tenance facility. The move was made to station Lhe South Dis-
trict Interpreter closer to his major staffed interpretlve facli-
lities, Mount Locust and Rocky Springs. This move will allow for
more Lime to be spent at these itwo facilities and greatly reduce
the amount of duty time spent driving back and forth from Ridge-
tand,

Although the G5-05 site-supervisior posttion ai Mount Locust was
filled by the person returning from the previous vear, problems with
the GS-04% position continued, Three different jndividuals with duty
dates of 3/1% to 4720, 6/8 to 8/13, and 8/17 to 8/27, were in the
position during the vear. At other fLimes the Scouth District Inter-
preter and the site-supervisor ware on duty.
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in September, the draft Interpretive Prospectus was received from
Harpers Ferry. On Gctober 20, the document was returned Lo the
Regional Director, SER, with comments by parkway staff members.

In June, 51,400 copies of the "Travel Planner" were received from
the printer. The planner {3 being handed ocut on the parkway as
well as being sent off-site In response to reguests for parkway
folders. This is necessary due 1o the costi of the parkway folder
and the Jlimited numbers of these folders being received from
Harpers Ferry.

Visitation at the Tupelo Visitor Center was basically unchanged
from tast year, with 48,351 in 1987 compared to 47,825 in 1986.
Twe part-time emplovees resigned during the vear, one In iate
August due to heaith reasons, and the other In late October due
to full-time employment elsewhere, Due to the freeze and the
restriction on outside hiring, the two positions were combined
into a 4-day per week position and subsequently filled off the
seasonal register,

Attendance at the concession-operated Ridgeland Crafts Center was
26,647, compared to 29,526 in 1986, a decrease of 2,879 (10%).

Twenty-~Ffour different demonstrations were conducted 146 times on
95 days for 10,476 visitors. A mini-festival was held In July
with over 4008 In attendance, while over 1,029 visitoers attended
the Pioneer Fair in October.

A total of 30,885 visitors was recorded at the Mount Locust
Historic House February through November, compared to 24,501 in
1986, an increase of 6,384 (26%).

On March 30, at Mount Locust, barriers were removed from the
Bovy's room, Philadelphials room, the Tap room (rear entrance) and
PFolly!s room. Plexiglass barriers were Installed in the doors of
Polly!s room, Philadeliphia's room, and the Tap room (rear en-
trance). The installation of the plexiglass barriers provides
for a more open feeling to these rooms while at the same time
offering maximum protection 1o the rooms and their contents. in
May, a new smoke detector system was installed in the house,

French Camp Academy, operating under a cooperative agreement,
conducted a total of 11 sorghum (10 and ribbon cane (1) demon-
strations, ot Wednesday and Saturday, during September, October
and November. The 11 demonstrations produced 1,043 cans or 522
galions of sorghum and ribbon cane. A record of those viswing
the demonstrations was not kept.

The Kosciusko Welcome Center, operaling under a cooperalive
agreement, recorded an attendance of 33,3486, compared Lo 38,457
in 1986, and increase of 1,489 (&%),

The Interpretive Staff assisted educational television In Missis-

sippl and Tennesses Oon Lwo NMatchez Trace Parkway documentaries
during the vyear.
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Several wayside exhibit changes were completed during the vear,.
In May, in-park rehabilitation work was completed on the exhi-
blts, "The Natchez Trace Parkway in Tennessee and Alabama," for
the Meriwether Lewis exhibit room and on the "The Natchez Trace,"
for the Rocky Springs contact station and the exhibits re-instal~
led in their respective locations. In August, in-park rehabili-
tation work was completed on the exhibit, "The Farming Years,”
for the Little Mountain exhibit shelter and the exhibit re-
installed. Another Little Mountain exhibit, YNature Along the
Natchez Trace," was removed because of its outdated contents.

In Sctober, a total of 16 fiber~glass embedded spare replacement
exhibit panels were received from Graphlc Solutions, contractor
for Harpers Ferry. Two of one exhibit had photographs switched
and had to be replaced. The panels were Individually wrapped for
protection, labeled, and stored,

Special exhibits were on display at the Tupelo Visitor Center
during much of the year. "Southern Rhythms'™ was on exhibit from
danuary 29 through February 22 and was viewsd by & potential of
1,651 visitors. The "Blessings of Liberty" exhibit, two, four-
sided free-standing units and a table with related reproduction
historical documents, was on exhiblit from mid-May through mid-

December and was viewed by & potential of 31,982 visitors. Also
on display much of the vear was a selection of color National
Park Service area photographs on expoframe exhibit panels. This

exhibilt is & continuation of the "Take Pride Iin Amsrica" exhibit
whiich began last vear,

In May, a straight reprint of 74,000 copies of the new multi-
color parkway folder was recelved, These folders are dispensed
only on the parkway at 13 locations.

Several Improvements were made to the parkway's museum collection
facitities. Iin July, installation of new door seals was com~
pleted on seven museum collection storage cabinets in the Tupelo
Visitor Center basement storage room. In addition, a 4-drawer
fireproof flle cabinet for museum records was recelived and
installed in the office of the Assistant Chlef, Interpretation §
Visitor Services. All museum records were subseguently transfer-
red into the new cabinet,

During July and August, visitor reglsters were Installed in the
Tupelo Visitor Center, Colbert Ferry Contact Station, and the
Mount Locust interpretive shelter. As sheets are filled, they
areg sent to the interpretive office at Tupelo for flilling.

Cogperating Asscciation -~ Total sales for the Natchez Trace
Parkway Agency of Eastern Naticonal Park and Monument Assoclation
in Eastern National's fiscal year (Nov.-0Oct.) 1987 were $34,049,
as compared with $24,830 for the same period a yvear ago, an
increase of $9,219 or 37%. The increase in sales is directly
attributed to a better overall inventory of sales items with
increased sales at the Tupeio Visitor Center and the Colbert
Ferry Contact Station.
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During the year, the sales inventory was Improved with the addi-
tion of numercus titles, most notable were several constltution
related tittes, the passport book and stamps, one Clvil War title
and several wildlife and national park books. :

In April, Geraldine Faulkner was hired as a part-time (32.5 hours
per week) sales clerk at the Tupelo Visiteor Center. After a 7-
week training period, her schedule was 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Wednesday through Sunday. Her last duty day was October 31,
1987,

Program funds received from Eastern National Park § Monument
Association was a percentage donation of $1,376. $1,278 of this
amount was uJsed Lo print 51,400 copies of the revised Natchez

Trace Parkway Travel Planner, with a balance of 598 left.

VIP Program - During 1987, eight individuals and five groups
contributed a total of 15,727 hours, zas compared with nine indi-
viduals and four groups and 17,491 hours in 1986, Individuals
assisted In the interpretive program at Tupelo and Mount Locust,
answered the telephone and provided information in the Cherokes
Subdistrict and provided litter pickup &t the Tupelo Naticnal
Batilefield Site and in the Meriwethear Lewis area. Groups were
responsible for the presentation of & weekend arts and crafis
festival at Meriwether Lewls, trail clearing and rehablliitation
at Jackson Falils, the staffing of the Mississippi Crafts Center
and conducting craft demonstrations, staffing the Koscluske Wel-
come Center and conducting a sorghum-making demonstration at
French Camp.

In March, Dsle Smith presented two tralning sessions at Kosciusko
1o a total of 176 volunteers who staff the Kosclusko Welcome
Center.

Cultyral Resource Preservation and Management - KNo 106 Com-
pliance Statements were submitied by the parkway in 1887.

A1l cleared sections of the 01d Trace were maintained to a
standard width of ten feet by mowing and other appropriate means, .

Research Accomplished - Two archevlogical sites were tested for
National Reglister eligibility determinations, the Gray Site In
Section 1A and LOWMBL In Secticn IB. Archival research wss
conducted with regard to the Gray Site, & 19th-20th century
farmstead.

Special Events and Public Relations - Two annually scheduled
speclial events were conducted for the 15th consecutive vear--
Anniversary Celebration and a ¢rafis festival. The May 17 Anni-
versary Lelebration had an estimated attendance of 105, the low
turnout due to the fact that the news release did not get pub-
iished in the paper, (Qutdoor activities Included sheep shearing
and wool spinnning, and scap and hominy making. Indoocr
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activities included carding and spinning, pioneer cooking and
taste tasting, and several speclal film programs. At the
Meriwether Lewis Country Fair and Arts Festival an estimated
crowd of 31,444 (up considerably from 21,800 in 19806 because of
unfavorable weather on both days) came to see and purchazse the
crafts and food in the 76 booths.

Superintendent Bainbridge continued to serve on the Governor's
Councilt on Tourism, the Transportation Committee of the Tupeio
Community Development Foundation, and the Northeast Mississippi
Tourism Councitl.

The Superintendent and members of his staff presented numerous
programs Lo community organizations to acquaint the publlc with
the parkway, its significance, and safe, approprliate use,

Two portable exhibits developed for display at public functions
to acguaint potential visitors with activities appropriate to the
parkway was used several times through the year both on and off
the parkway.

On Saturday, October 17, the concession-operated Ridgeland Crafis
Center conducted the sixth annual Natives and Pioneers Heritage
Fair. This fair featured Choctaw dancing and stickball, square
dancing, gospel singing. There were 33 exhibitors and demonstra-
tors present. Estimated attendance at the one day eveni was over
1,000,

In December the parkway participated in the annual Tupelo,
Mississippi, Christmas parade.

Christmas open house speclal events ware held at two different
parkway logcations during the month. On December 18, open house
was held at the Tupelo Visitor {enter where the film "National
Parks, Our Treasursd Lands" was shown. (Chrisumas cookies, cof-
fee, and punch were served. Attendance during the day was 78.

Open house at the Kosciusko Welcome Lenter was held on December
13 from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Christmas cookies and punch were
served to approxiximately 58§ people.

There were 21 news releases issued In 1987. Superintendent
Bainbridge worked cicsedly with the news media and the Natchez
Trace Parkway Association, keeping them informed about the pro-
gress of parkway construction. Mr. Bainbridge made several ap-
pearances on the Tupelo television station, WIVA, regarding
parkway construction activities,

Awards: Special Achievement awards were presented Lo Ray
Claycomb and Carolyn Fairley for work performance in 1987.

During 1488, at the Mount Locust Historic House, the temporary
GS~4 postion was filled when funds became available. The Incum-
bent Ilmmediately resigned from fear of the ever present wasps and
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her hypersensitivity to wasp stings. The position was again
filled, and the program operated at full staff until September.
The South District Interpreter's change of duty station from
Ridgeland to Natchez in October 1987 resulted In a more effective
Interpretive operation during 1988,

Staffing problems at the Tupelo Visitor Ceniter wsre NUumerous.
Revin Alien, G5-4%, was hired In November 1987 and resigned in
February 1988. The position was converited to full-time,
temporary, and Richard Sparks entered on duty in March. AL the
axpiration of his appointment In November, the position was
converted Lo permanent, full-time. Jeff Penney accepied the
position, Park Ranger &5-4, and enlered on duly In December.

New trall labels were develaped and Installed on the grounds of
the Mount Locust HMistorlc House in October.

A special Alasken Parks Exhibit, designed and set up by Park
Rangers Sean McGuinness, Dorothy Bensusan and Evan Jones-Toscano,
was shown at the Tupelo Visitor Cenlter April 1 throuah May 5.
Highltight of the exhibit was & 5D0-pound chunk of glacial ice from
the Mendenhall Glacier in Alaska, :

Four special Golden Anniversary exhibits were constructed and
placed on display at the Tupelo Visitor Center, Kosciusko Welcome
Center, Colbert Ferry Contacti Station and in Nashville,

A "Take Pride in America' exhibit of photographs taken by parkway
emplioyveess of National Park Service areas was on exhibit at the
Tupelo Visitor Center throughout the vyear.

The Parkway's Interpretive Prospectus was approved Iin May 19388.

The Resources Management and Visitor Services Division contri-
buted greatly to the parkway's interpretive program by the pre-
sentation of 50 on and offsite programs covering a variety of
topics to a total of 8,577 people.

VIP Program - During 1988, 12 individuals and slx groups con-
tributed a total of 16,332, Individuals assisted with the
interpretive program at Tupelo and the Mount Locust Historlce
House, accompanied the Superintendent on special parkway func-
Lions, answered the teiephone and provided information in the
Colbert Ferry Contact 5tation, and provided jitter pickup at the
Tupelo Hational Battlefield and in the Meriwether Lewis area.

Groups were responslblie for the presentation of a wsekend arts
and crafts festival at Meriwether Lewis, trail construction at
Baker Biluff and in the Ridgeland area, staffing the Mississlippi
Crafie Center and conduciting craft demonstrations, staffing the
Kosciuske Welcome Center and conducting sorghum making demon-
stations at French Camp.
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Two XXX Forms were completlad and submitted for the proposed
planning and construction of Mississippi parkway sections 3-P and
i-X.

The remaining trees were ramoved from the top of Emeralid Mound in
June,

Ultraviolet screened plexiglass was installed In all windows at
Mount Locust Historic House to reduce uiltravioclet light damage 1o
furnishings in the house.

The Southeasstern Archeological Lenter conducted two major
archeoclogical survey/site evaluation projects during the summer.
The 3-P Sectlon in Mississlppi was surveyed, resulting in the
recording of 43 new sites. One of these, the {hoctaw Agency site
near Rldgeland, was tTested, resulting in the discovery of a sub-
terranean brick structure, apparently the cellar of the Agency
house.

Additional surveys and site svaluations ware conducted on Ssction
3-X near pMatchez, resulting in the recording of 27 new siles.
Seven of the new sites were tested, and five were judged poten-
rtiatliy eligible for the National Register of Historic Sites. Two
previousiy recorded and tested sites were 2lso recommended for
National! Register status.

A preliminary draft reporit for Sectioms 3-~P and 3-X was
completed,

Special Events and Public Reiations — Om May 18, Natchez Trace
Parkway establishment day, the United States Postal Ssrvice was
at the Tupelo Visitor Center from 9:00 a.m. to 408 pg.m. for a
special stampfcachet cancelliation dav. The film, "National
Farks, Qur Treasured Lands,” was shown twlce during the dav.
Punch, coffee, and a variety of homemade cookies were served
throughout the day. The highlight of the day was cutting the
birthday cake and singing "Happy Birthday™ to the parkway. Ap-
proximately B30 visitors were recorded during the day. Reporters
for Tetevision Channel 9, WTVA, and the Northeast Mississippi
Datly Journal were present for media c¢overage,

The Golden Anniversary Celebration for Lhe parkway was held at
the Tupelo Visitor Center from 12 noon uniil #:00 p.m., on May
28, Jim Moward, Scoutheast Regional Office Communication
Specialist, was the Master of Ceremonies and did an outstanding
Job. A total of 5,300 visitors attended the ceiebration that in-
cluded refreshmentss sold at 1938 prices, arts and crafts demon-
strations and sales, Choctaw Indlian dancing and stickbail demon-
strations, live entertsinment on the outdoor stage, and the
special commemorative program. The highlight of the program was
the keynote address by U. §. Congressman Jamie L., Whittan,

Others taking part in the srogram Included repressntatives from
the Salvation Army, Daughters of the American Revolution, and Boy
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and Girl %Scouts; the Mayor of Tupelo, Lthe Superintendent of the
Parkway, and the President of the Natchez Trace Parkway
Association.

Several times during the month, Dale Smith, Chief, 1§V, made
appearances on tocal television, WIVA, Channel &, to dizcuss the
ayents being held on the parkway In cgonjunction with the 50th
Anniversary Celebration. He alse wrote and videotaped & 30~
second televizion spol concerning the festivities for use by TV
Station WTVA,.

On May 19 Superintendent Balnbridge and Chief of [§V5 Smith
attended the Open House at the Kosciusko Welcome Center 10
commemorateg Lhe 50th Anniversary of the Natchez Trace Parkway,
Mayvor Freddie George welcomed al]l the visitors. A birthday cake
was cul and refreshments served. Area artists and craftsmen
demonstrated their talernts.

Superintendent Bainbridge continued to serve on the Governor's
Council on Tourism, the Transportation Committes of the Tupeico
Community Development Foundation, and the Northeast Mississippl
Tourism Council,

The Superintendent and members of his staff presented numerous
programs to community organizations Lo acgualnt parkway users
with the parkway, Its significance, and safe, appropriate use.
Programs were also presented about the National Park System In
general. All programs included the "Take Pride in America’ theme
artd travel safety messages.

Awards: A High Quality Increase was presented to Ray (Claycomb

arnd Special Achievement Awards were presented to Dale Smith and
Carolyn Falrley for work performance in 1988,
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14. Superlntendent, Natchez Trace Parkway, to the Director,
September 1%, 1954,

1%, Sources of Information: There ls remarkably 1ittle written
information on the Natchez Trace Assoclatlon. It kept no files,
Mrs. Byrnes' papers for the vears 1934-54 have been examined and
are of some value. They contain coplies of invitations, lists of
invitees to meetings, letters from Mississippl $Sepators and
Congressmen assuring her of thelr undyling support for her pro-
Ject, and a2 few letters from fans and weli-wishers.

Landrum®s papers contaln & remarkable series of his letters,
November 3, 13934, to September b4, 1835, to varlous people in
Mississippl In support of the project., These and later random
letters reveal hls method of coperation. His flle also contains
letters from Mississippil legislators which tend to show that the
Assoclation had zome Influence on thelr officlial conduct.

Press notlices contain 1ittle more than the date and place of the
meeting, names of speakers, a list of prominent guests, and
coples of resolutlons passed.

Personal Interviews with scme of the participants contributed
more Lo an appreciation and understanding of the association than
did study of the above mentioned flles. Among those who were
interviewed and furnished helpful Information were: Mrs.
Ferriday Byrnes, and Mrs. Edith Wyatt Moore of Natchez, Ralph
Landrum, Jones Woodward of Kosclusko, Thomas H. lLambert, Edltor
of the Natchez Democrat, Oscar Harrls of the Florence Herald,
Judge Hugh Lee Webster, Columblia, Tennessee, and Malcolm Gardner,
Superintendent, HNatchez Trace Parkway, and many, many octhers.

16. 52 Stat. &07.
17. Memorandum for the Director, June 11, 1936.
18. Compiled by Superintendent Gardner In 1953 ar 1954,

19. Natchez Trace Parkway Survey, Senate Document No. 148, GPO,
Washington, D, C., 1941, Foreward, p. vi.

20. Compiled by Superintendent Gardner in 19583 or 1§54,

21 Material for each section of Chapter %X was obtained from
monthly and annual reports on file at parkway headguarters.



CHROKROLOGICAL PROGRESS OF
HATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY CONSTRUCTION

AFPENDIX B
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3-W L Emerald Mound 12.0 1937 1938 [ 1956 -
342 | River Bend 11.6 1937 | 1938 | 1950
3-0 Ross Barnett Reservoir 12.5 1937 1939 1948
3K | French Camp 10.6 1938 | 1942 | 1956 |-
1-31 | Holly 5,0 1940 | 1940 | 1954
3-D1 Blackbelt Overlook 8.3 1940 1961 1961
3-L Kosciusko 10.4 1940 1951 | 1956
3-M2 | Robinson Road 11.3 | 1940 | 1941 | 1951
3-N1| Choctaw Boundary 8.6 | 1950 | 1942 | 1851 |
3-J | Yowani 10.2 | 1941 | 1950 | 1959 :
31| Holly Hill 13.6 | 1941 |- 1950 | 1951 |
2-a1 | State Line 5.8 | 1947 | 1952 | 1954 ‘
2-42 | Alabama Highway 20 %% 6.6 | 1947 | 1964 | 1964
1-H | Glenrock- 12.3 | 1948 | 1950 | 1954
1-32 | MeGlamery Stand 552 7.0 1949 | 1952 | 1954
1-¢ | Old Trace Drive- 7.4 | 1950 | 1961 | 1961
3-p2 | Chickasaw Village 2517 2.6 1950 | 1960 | 1961
3-D3 | Tupelo Headquarters 2050 3.8 1952 | 1957 | 1961
3-H | Little Mountain - 13.4 1554 | 1958 | 1959
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3-G2 |Line Creek 9.3 1955 | 1956 | 1959
3-G1 |Dancy Headquarters - 8.6 1956 1939 | 1961
3-F  |Witch Dapce 17.1 1957 | 1960 | 1961
1-F  |Metal Ford 9.4 1958 | 1961 | 1961
3-E Monroe Mission 12.4 1958 1960 1661
3R Choctaw Boundary 14,3 1958 1960 1964
2-B | Teonessee River Bridge 0.9 | 1960 | 1966 | 1966
3-5 | Rocky Springs 10.5 1960 | 1962 | 1964
2-A3 | Lauderdale 3.1 1962 | 19656 | 1964
IEZR Meriwether Lewls 4.7 1963 1966 1968
3-P2 | I-55 1.2 1963 | 1965 | 1965
3-Ul |U.S. Highway 61 5.1 1963 | 1986 | 1966
3-T | Port Gibson 11.2 1963 | 1966 | 1966
'2-C | Cherokee Headquarters 6.2 | 1965 [ 1967 { 1967
'3-03 | Raymond 6.6 | 1965 | 1966 | 1966
'1-E24 | Fall Hollow ; 7.6 1966 | - 1968 | 1968
3-q1, 2 T-20 6.8 1966 | 1967 { 1967
'3-al | Tishomingo 6.0 1968 | 1971 | 1971
3-C1,DP4 U. S. Highway 45 9.5 | . 1973 ] 1975 | 1975
3¢2-9 | Saltillo 15.3 1974 | 1977 | 1979
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3-B-~1 Pharr Mounds 8.9 1977 1679 1983
?2-D-1 | Buzzard Roost Creesk 4.8 1677 1979 1 1980
3-0-2 Mississippi Highway 522 2.0 1678 1879 1081
1-p=-2 { Jackson Falls 6.2 1978 1979 1980
3A3, B2] Tenn-Tom Waterway Bridge 1.1 1979 1981 | 1982 i
3
3-B-3 | Donivan Creek (bridges) 1979 1981 1 1983
3~-B~4& Browns Hottom {S'%{ngwJ? 0.74% 1980 1981 1983
2-D-3 ! 2Dl South to Mynot Road 3.1 1980 1981
2-D-2 203 to Cedar Creek 3.4 1380 1581
2-D-6 | Colbert County 1 Bridge 1980 | 1981 1981
3-A-2 | Bay Springs to MS Hwy 4 3.6 1580 1981 | 1982
3-A-4 M8 Hwy 4 North 3.2 1980 1681 1982
-4 | Wills Creek Bridge 198% 1982 1582
3-A-T7 1 MS Hwy. 25 Bridge 181 1ggz | 1982
3-a-9! MS Wwy. 4 Bridge 1981 | josz | 1982
3-Y-2{ MS Huy. 553 north 2.9 1981
3A5.A8 County Road Bridges 1881 19872 1882
AL MS Hwy 25 S. to 3A4 2.0 1982
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APPENDIX C

CHRONOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT
OTHER THAN ROADWAY

Bullding Constructien

Date Location Numbhers Costs -
1931 Tupelo Battlefield Markers "2,143.50
1933 Tupele Subdistrict Headquarters
Headguarters building 33 10,534.00
Quarters - 11 1,767.00
12 2,000.00
13 2,287.00
14 1,767.00
13 2,000,00
16 2,000.00
17 2,287.00
18 1,767.00
19 2,000.00
20 . 2,287.00
22 2,287.00
24 ‘ 1,767.00
25 2,287,060
31 2,287.00
K 35 2,287.00
1935 Garages (19) 71, 72, 73, %,500.00
74, 75, 75,
N - 77, 78, 79, (500 each)
&0, 81, 82,
84, 85, 86,
87, 83, Bg,’
S0
Barns (9) 91, 92, 93, 1,575.00
94, 95, 98,
97, 98, 99 (175 each)
Meriwether Lewis ' ‘
Museum and office i28 4,000.00
Equipment storage & warehouse 130 16,000.00
Pump house e 131 1,000.00
Quarters ) 172 15,061.14
1936 Tupelo Subdistrict Headgquarters
Quarters 1 %,250.00
2 2,733.00
3 3,250.00
4 3,250.00
5 3,000.00
6 3,250.00
7 2,733.00
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"Bullding Construction

Date Locatlien Humbers Costs
1934 Tupelo Subdistrict Headquarters
Quarters . 8 3,250,000
9 3,250.00
10 3,000.00
34 2,28?,?8~ﬁ
Yool houses (19) 51, B2, B3, 15,200.00
54, 53, 54, ,
57, 38, 80, {800 each)
61, 62, B3, '
64, 63, 66,
67, 68, &9, -
70
Garages (10) 61, 62, 63, 8,000.00
64, 65, 66,
&7, 68, 69, (800 each)}
70
1941 Tupelo Headquarters Buildingi B )
Remodeling 33 3,000.00
Pumphouse 30 » 200.00
1948 " Tupelo gquarters remodeling 31 3,896,.35
- Storage building 50 600.00
1949 Tupelo guarters remodeling 11
. s 1 4
16
18
19
34
1950 Kosciushko Subdistrict
Office and shop 118 70,000.00
Equipment storage 119 45,178.00
041 and pailnt storage . 120 2,000.00
Warehouse ‘ 121 - 32,000.00
Tupelo residential area
Road grading . 53,506.14
and surfacing 4 13,876.07
1851 Ridgeland
Museun 113 ‘ 36,328.00
Office and shop 108 37,500.00
Equilpment storage 10% 20,000.00
0il and paint storage 110 13,422.00
Warehouss 111 18,000.00
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Building Construction
Date Location Numbers Costs
1951 Brashears Stand parking 8,784.14
1952 Cypress Swamp Nature Trail and ;
foot bridge 2,899.05
‘ ‘ e
Tupelo garages remodeled 71,772, 73,
74, 15, 76,
77, 78, 79,
80, 81, 82,
84, 85, 86,
87, B8, 84,
50
Tupelo Quarters remodeled 5, 10
1953 Ridgeland Museum
Exhibits 6,328.21
Brashears Stand, River Bend, -’
Scuthern Pines and Choctaw
Boundary Interpretive markers 800.0C
1954 Tupelo quarters remodeled 1, 2, 3, 3,000.00
4, 7, 8 (500 each)
1955 " Emerald Mound
Stabilization 26,292.80
Parking and trail _ 1,791.73
Coles Creek, Bullen Creek,
Turpin Creek Nature Trails
and parking 717.77
Mount Locust
House restoration 100 24,252.82
Tupelo quarters remodeling 13, 17, 20, 3,250.00
22, 28 {650 each)
Glenrock Branch and
Sweetwater Branch Nature Trails 4,220.80
Clenrock Branch Picnic area
Tables, fireplaces 517.20
1956 Turpin Creek picnic area
Tables, fireplaces 1,271.38
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Building Construction
Date Location Numbers Costs
1956 Mount Locust
Fxhibilt shelter and comfort
station 159 14,508,67
Natchez Subdistrict Headquarters i
Fumphouse 157 824.76
Shop and equipment storage
building 158 35,930.90
Quarters 160 19,122,116
Coles Creek picnic area
Tables, fireplaces 1,118.73
River Bend picnic area
Picndic shelter 254 6,651.00
Cole Creek Nature Trail and
foot bridge 1,937.00
Chickasaw Village Site
4-panel interpretive marker 892.59
Tupelo Maintenance Area - grading 15,394.92
Headquarters remodeling 33 475.00
Automotive shop 138 98,744.,92
Warehouse 141 52,886.80
Fireahouse 142 19,725.52
Highway 64 Exhibitc Shelter 151 3,364.00
1957 Highway 61 Exhibit Shelter 161 5,165.18
Chickasaw Village
Exliibit and curbs 2,520.14
Landscaping and barriers 2,085.69
Tupelo Quarters remodeling g 6,656.26
Water system 62,860.54
Sewer systenm 808.00
Power system, Maintenance area 7,873.00
Maintenance area paving 22,965.49
Quarters relocation 35 7,100.00
Pump housse 233 1,446.00
011 pump house 239 1,423.23
Cypress Cteek pit toilet 203 910.94
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Building Construction

Date Location Numbers Cogts
4
1957 Glenrock Branch Plenic area 66/
Water system . 13,437.92
Sewer system - 2,047.96
Yorth comfort station 132 g,511.26
South comfort station 153 9,685.497
1938 Loess Bluff
Ridpgeland quarters 162 19,870.73
163 19,870.73
Belly Hill, Hurricane Creek Yowani
é= and Beaver Dam trails 2,521.48
i Cypress Swanmp interpretive marker 267.00
" Yowani Pienic area tables 3,367.84
'\i\:
~Jeff Busby/Little Mountain -
Roads © 885,819.33
Water and sewerage _ 35,336.70
Trails 2,932.28
Tableg, fireplaces 2,340.93
. Tupelo Headquarters remodeling 33 450.00
Quarters remodeling 6 5,980.21
35 8,004.54

Maintenance area fencing and
landscaping 5,469.00

Holly and Cypress Creek Picnic areas
Tables, fireplaces 4,153.82

Meriwether Lewls pumphouse remodeling 131

1459 River Bend parking 46,658.90
Comfort station 206 7,444 37
Yockanookany paﬁk@ng : 7 B,289.73

Red Dog Road parking 6,648.06

Beaver Dam exhibit shelter 148 : k,869.81

Beaver Dam parking 13,559.,60

" Holly Hill comfort station 173 8,437.76

parking ' 23,475.75
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) Building Construction
Date Location Numbers Costs
1959 Kosciuske Quarters 44 & 45 182 24,392.79
183 24,392.79
Yowandi Pienic area ) ,{ ~
Water systenm 16,381.@4
Sewerage system 3,336,00
Comfort station 178 7,516.37
Jeff Busby comfort stations 198 7,516.38
199 7,517.38
Little Mountain Headquarters
Poad resurfacing 3,433.95
Water system 29,546,04
Quarters 42 & 43 193 23,826.00
194 21,826.00
Workshop and equipment storage 230 15,429,.81
Highway 82 Exhibit Shalter 155 5,569,66
Dancy Subdistrict
Equipment storage i86 63,907,06
Storage bullding 187 19,101.89
Quarters 40 & 41 196 21,826.00
197 21,826.00
Tupelo Quarters remodeling 9 700,60
- - 13 2,134.80
Meriwether Lewis Quarters 38 & 39 169, 240 69,635.62
1980 Natchez storage building 184 3,870.22
Coles {reek comfort station 241 7,924.45
River Bend walks and gteps 4,496.28
Tupaeleo guarters remndeling 12 3,561.84
0ld Trace Drive
Exhibit shelter | . 175 5,359.60
Jacks Branch picnic ares
Tables, fireplaces 3,319.29
Comfort station 188 9,396.67
Napier Mine Exhibit shelter 176 4,180.75
Metal Ford road and trail 24 ,866.81
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. Building Construction
Date Location Numbers Costs
1960 Heriwether Lewis
Quarters remodeling 172
Maintenance area sewerage |
" system ’ 1,674,454
Gffice, shop, warehouse 165 70,166.34
Equipment storage 166 20,438.68
1961 Tupelo Visitor Center 143 204 .833.32
Rosciusko pump house . 282 679.08
Dancy pump house 189 1,396.96
Bynum Mounds trail 2,826.90
Radio Equipment buildings (12) 154, 164, 17,797.08
174, 179, (1,483.09 each)
229, 231, ‘
248, 249,
250, 251,
252, 253
Jacks Branch Picnic area
foot trails 2,720.74
1962 " Coles Creek picnic area pump
house ‘ 261 £79,08
River Bend pump house 216 679.10
Holly Hill pump house 262 679.08
Yowani pump house 177 679.08
Jaff Busby campground 2,335,398
Pump house 263 679.08
Tupelo Visitor Center parking 38,722.78
Glenroek Branch pumphouse 264 795,11
Metal Ford signs and markers 3,631.54
Meriwether Lewis residence area
drives and walks 2,242.79
1963 River Bend picnic shelter remodeled 254 6,651.00
Yeff Busby Nature trail 1,043.73
Iietle Mountain j ' : :
Exhibitc shelter with comfort sta. 195. 19’291‘13"
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- Building Construction

. Date Location ‘.. Rumbers Costs
1963 Little Mountain pump house 247 1,331.77
Tupelo Visitor Center landscaping 8,159.99
Beech Springs trail ) 2,?62}§8‘_
013 Trace Drive surface treatment 21,524.72

Meriwether Lewis fencing and

landscaping maintenance ates 4,264.05
1964 Port Gibson office, shop & warehouse 214 . 71,473.65
Equipment storage bullding 215 20,992.15
Rocky Springs Campground foot trails 22,384,00
15965 Turpin Creek picnic area sign
Port Gibson quérters . 167 22,087.15
190 22,087.15
Mangum Mound, Grindstone Ford
archeology ‘ ' 10,575.28
s Recky Springs Campground
: Tables, fireplaces 12,293.10
Comfort stations 146 9,628.95
149 9,628,485
- B - 150 9,628.95
Rocky Springs quarters 257 20,794.75
258 26,794.75
Fosail exhibit, Boyd Site
archeology : 10,372.84
Jeff Bushy trailside exhibits 2,625.53
Bynum Mounds exhibit shelter 232 7,524.28
witch Dancy, water, sewerage, E
and comfort statlon 267 29,285.27
Tupelo Bridle path : 7,595.03
Phosphate mine interpretive sign : 227,36
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. Bullding Construction
Date location Number Costs
1966 Witch Dance Picnic area parking 22,690.89
Tupelo quarters relocation 34 1§§§$&.5§
Well pump house 280 825.?8..
Cherokee Subdistrict Headguarters
Maintenance and office building 222 116,356.90
Equipment storage 223 21,924,43
Buzzard Roose exhibit shelter 225 7,736.85
Meriwether Lewis
Campground roads 26,131.82
Campground tables, fireplaces 10,382.13
Piendic area comfort stations,
water systems 265, 266 44, 693,85
1967 Mangum Mounds/Grindstone Ford
walks and trails 7,051.05
Cherokee Headquarters firve
pump house 224 12,930.99
* Herunande DeSoto parking 6,000.00
1968 Rocky Springs Visitor contact station 145 30,547.48
Equipment shed ' 270 19,176.34
Chickasaw Village exhibit shelter 156 6,304.60
Colbert Park
Comfort station 202 14,354,712
Visitor contact station 276 40,725.04
Utility building 287 3,841,229
Utility building 290 5,488.24
Lauvderdale Park pit toilets 288, 289 2,000.00
Merivether Lewis walks and trails 4,653.41
Phosphate Mine parking 5,152,63
1969 Cherokee Headquarters
Water system 43,587.52
Sewer system 7,728.51
Pencing 3,020.99
Grounds

1-C-9
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Building Construction
Date Location Numbers Costs
1969 Buzzard Roost trails 8,840.03
Colbert Park parking 26,075.94
. St
1970 Witch Dance horse trail
and parking 16,397.09
1975 Tupelo central sewerage , .
and treatment facilities 161,104.07
Jeff Busﬁy central sewerage
and treatment facilities 88,229.92
1979 Dogwood Valley Nature Trail 7,828.25
1982 Donivan Slough Nature Trail 9,000.00
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/ . APPENDIX D

ANNUAL PARKWAY VISITATION

Calendar Number of Calendary Number of
_ Year Visitors Year Visitors
1953% 1,425,629 1971 11,823,190
1954 1,721,781 1972 13,297,839
1955 2,197,326 1973 14,080, 500
1956 2,614,725 1974 12,868,595
1957 2,841,466 1975 13,737,525
1958 3,141,323 1976 13,188,000
1959 3,362,269 © 1977 14,656,185
1960 3,482,150 1978 14,595,226
1961 3,685,309 1979 14,212,958,
. 1962 5,327,99 1980 15,902, 350
1963 5,288,835 1981 16,740,911
1964 : 4,476,704 1982 16,576,712
1965 4,979,143 1983 19,185,998
1966 5,652,415 oy 20,217,390
1967 6,781,664 1985 19,397,959
1968 8,911,718 1986 21,586,012
1969 10,451,011 1987 (1) 14,912,421
1970 11,256,132 1988 17,528,371

%*Earliest year for which figures are available; 64 wiles of parkway paved

1) Lower more accurate multiplier used.
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APPENDIX E
CHRONOLOGY OF LAND ACQUISITION

Date Accepted by Date Accepted by -

Section Federal Government Section Federal Government_b
1-A — 3-D-2 02-26-52 ’
1-B 01-29-81 3-p-1 01-12-40
1-C 01-29-81 3-E 12-08-53
1D 09-29-77 3-F 03-11-54
1-E-2 10-18-62 3-G 03-25-53
1-E-1 01-18-67 3-H 10-05-50
1-F 02-26-58 3-J 03-13-40
1-G 10-05-50 3-K 12-10-38
1-H 12-09-41 3-L 11-21-39
1-J-2 01-29-51 3-M-1 01-19-43
1-J-1 02-03-40 3-M-2 11-21-39

3-N-1 03-13-40 -
2-A-1 05-21-41 3-N-2 11-09-39
2-A-2 08-06-43 3-0 08-21-39
2-A-3 05-17-62 ERVWSDBO&N 05-28-65
2-B 10-29-59 (TVA) 3-P 10-10-68
2-C 09-10-64 3-Q 05-18-65
2-D 09-20-68 3-Ri 02-17~56

i 3-5 02-27-56 -

3-A 03-18-66 . 3-T 07-22-63
3-B 10-12-67 3-U 05-18~64
3-C 04-27-72 3-v 10-25—66
3-D-3 09-02-52 3-W 11-09-39

3-X |

XT-E-1

_ 03-09-77



APPENDIX E
CHRONOLOGY OF LAND ACQUISITION

Date Accepted by Date Accepted by -

Section Federal Government Section Federal Government‘n
1-A 3-D-2 02-26~52 ‘
1-B 01-29-81 3-D-1 01-12~40
1-C 01-29-81 3-F 12-08-53
1-D 09-29-77 3-F 03-~11-54
1-E~2 10-18-62 3-G 03-25-53
1-E-1 01-18-67 3-H 10-05-50
1-F 02-26-58 3-3 03-13~40
1-G 10-05-50 3-K 12-10-38
1-H 12-09-41 3-L '11-21-39
1-J-2 - 01-29-51 3-M-1 01-19-43
1-3-1 02-03-40 3-M~2 11-21-39
. 3-8-1 03-13-40
2-a-1 05~21~41 3-N-2 11-09-39
2-4-2 08~06~43 3-0 08-21-39
2-A-3 05~17-62 PRVWSD308N 05-28-65
2-B 10-29~59 (TVA) 3-p 10-10-68
2-C 09~10~64 3-Q 05-18-65
2-D 09~206~68 3-R% 02-17-56
5 3-8 02-27-56
3-A 03~18-66 . 3-T 07-22-63
3-B 10~12~67 3-U 05-18-64
3¢ 04-27~72 3y 10-25-66
3-D-3 09-02~52 3w 11-09-39
3-x

X{~E-1

03-09-77



NOTES

1. This chapter is based largely on the reminiscences of Mrs. Edith

Wyatt Moore of Natchez and Mrs. Florence Sillers Ogden of Rosedale, The
latter published them in part in the Jackson (lavlon Ledger, May 26, 1963,
The files of the Daughters of the American Revolution's year Dbook also have
bean consulted. The marker inscriptions, of which copies are in the Natchez
Trace Parkway files, are also a valuable scurce of information.

2. Mrs. Dunbar Rowland, "Marking the Natchez Trace," Publications of the
Mississippi Historical Soeciety, XI (1910), 345-61. Park Marshall, "The
True Route of the Natchez Trace," Tennessee Historical Magazine, I (1915),
173-82. George J. Leftwich, "Some Main Traveled Roads Including a Cross
Section of the Natchez Trace," Publications of the Mississippi Historical
Soclety, I, Centenary Series I, (1916), 463-76. J. P. Bretz, "Early Land
Communications with the Lower Mississippi Valley," Mississippi Valley
Bistorical Review, XILIT (1926-1527), 1-9,

3. Fed Lee to Malcolm Gardner, November 17, 1957.

4. Busby to Capers, October 6, 1950. Busby told this story with variations
many times in private interviews and in Natchez Trace Asscciatrion meetings,
st except for this letter never commltted his story to paper. See slso

his lertter to Senator Pat Harrison, June 18, 14935,

5. Jackson, Mississippi, Clarion Ledger, December 13 and 15, 1933, and
January 3, 1934,

6. Ibid, January 10, 11, and-12.

7. Committee on Roads, House of Representatives, 73rd Congress, 2nd
Session. Hesrings, Oo H. R. 7312 and H. R. 7345. Cited hereafrer as

Hearings, 1 & 2.

8. For Busby's address on February 15, in support of his proposal, see
Hearings, 61-66.

9. TIbid., 3.
10.  Ibid., 20.
11. Ibid.

12. BRusby, Address, Canton Meetimg, Natchez Trace Association, November
12, 1950,

13. Jonathan Daniels, The Devil'’s Backbone: The Story of the Natchez
Trace (New York, 1962} 255-56,




14, Superintendent, Natchez Trace Parkway, to the Director, September
14, 1954.

15, Sources of Information: There is remarkably little written infor--
mation on the Natchez Trace Association. It kept no files. Mrs. Byrnes'
papers for the years 1934-54 have been examined and are of some value.l
They contain copies of invitations, lists of invitees to meetings,

letters from Mississippi Senators and Congressmen assuring her of their
undying support for her project, and a few letters from fans and well-
wishers. :

Landrum's papers contain a remarkable series of his letters, November 3,
1934, to September 4, 1935, to various people in Mississippi in support
of the project. These and later random letters reveal his method of
operation. His file also contains letters from Mississippi legislators
which tend to show that the Association had some influence on their

offdicial conduct.

Press notices contain little more than the date and place of the meeting,
names of speakers, a list of prominent guests, and copies of resolutions

passed.

Personal interviews with some of the participants contributed more to

an appreciation and understanding of the association than did study of the
above mentioned files. Among those who were interviewed and furnished
helpful information were: Mrs. Ferriday Byrnes, and Mrs. Edith Wyatt
Moore of Natchez, Ralph Landrum, Jones Woodward of Kosciusko, Thomas H.
Lambert, Editor of the Natchez Democrat, Oscar Harris of the Floreéence
Herald, Judge Hugh Lee Webster,.Columbia, Tennessee, and Malcolm Gardner
Superintendent, Natchez Trace Parkway, and many, many others.

i6. 52 Stat. 407.
17. Memorandum for the Director, June 11, 1936.
18. - Compiled by Superintendent Gardner in 1953 or 1954.

19. Natchez Trace Parkway Survey, Senate Document No. 148, GPO, Washington,
D. C,, 1941, Foreward, p. vi,

20. Compiled by Superintendent Gardner in 1953 or 1954,
21. Material for each section of Chapter X was obtained from monthly
and annual reports on file at parkway headquarters.



CHRONOLOGICAL PROGRESS OF
NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY CONSTRUCTION

§
. £
g; «eég j
& Cf?’lg Py &8 %
= >4 5 &Y wg O & O
7 & ¥ £ & Q»?’Q‘«'
& § S 4 6&*’0 & & &8
t‘f? I $’ S jg <
3-B-1 Pharr Mounds 8.9 1977 1979 1983
2-D-1 | Buzzard Reost Creek 4.8 1877 1979 | 1980
3~U~2 | Missisgippi Highway 522 2.0 1978 1979 1 1981
1-D-2 Jackson Falls 6,2 1978 1979 1980
343, B2| Tenn-Tom Warerway Bridge 1.1 1979 | 1981 | 1982
3~B-3 | Donivan Creek {(bridges) 1979 1881 | 1983
3-B-4 | Browns Bottom 0.76 1980 1981 | 1983
2-D-3 | 2D1 South to Mynot Road 3.1 1980 | 1981
2-D-2 | 2D3 to Cedar Creek _ 3.4 - 1980 1981
2-D-6 | Colbext County 1 Bridge 1980 1981 | 1581
3-A-2 | Bay Springe to MS Hwy 4 3.6 1980 1981 § 1982
3-A~4 MS Hwy 4 North 3.2 1930 1981 1582
2-D-4 | Wills Creek Bridge 1881 1982 | 1982
3-4~7 1 MS Bwy. 25 Bridge 1981 1982 1982
3-A-9|{ MS Hwy. 4 Bridge 1981 | 1982 | 1982
3-v-2| ¥S Hwy. 553 morth  §~ 2.9 1981
3A5,A8 County Road Bridges 1981 1982 | 1982
346 MS Hwy 25 5. to 3A4 2.0 1982 '
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APPERDIX C

CHRONOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT
OTHER THAN ROADWAY

Building Construction

Date Location Numbers Costs
1931 Tupelo Battlefield Markers 2,143.50
1935 Tupelo Subdistrict Headquarters _
Headquarters building 33 10,534.00
Quarters - 1t 1,767.00
12 2,000.00
13 2,287.00
14 1,767.00
15 2,060.00
16 2,000.00
17 2,287.00
18 1,767.00
19 2,000.00
20 . 2,287.00
22 2,287.00
24 1,767.00
25 2,287.00
31 2,287.00
35 2,287.00
1935 Garages (19) 71, 72, 73, 9,500.00
74, 75, 76,
- B 77, 78, 79, (500 each}
a0, 81, B2,
84, 85, 86,
87, 88, 8%,/
g0
Barns (9) 91, 92, 93, 1,575.00
g4, 95, 86,
97, 98, 99 {175 each)
Merdiwether Lewis
Museum and office ' 128 4,000.00
Equipment storage & warehouse 130 10,000.00
Pump house o 131 1,000.00
Quarters ' 172 15,061.14
1936 Tupelo Subdistrict Headquarters
Quarters i 3,250,00
2 2,733.00
3 3,250.00
& 3,250.00
5 3,000.00
& 3,250,00
7 2,733.00

‘
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"RBuilding Construction

Date Location " Numbers Costs
1936 Tupelo Subdistrict Headquarters
Quarters , 8 3,250.00
9 3,250.00
10 3,000.00
34 2,287.00 .
Tool houses (19) 51, 52, 53, 15,200.00
54, 55, 56,
57, 58, 60, (800 each)
61, 62, 63, '
64, 65, 66,
67, 68, 69,
70
Garages (10) 61, 62, 63, 8,000.00
64, 65, 66,
67, 68, 69, (800 each)
70
1941 Tupelo Headquarters Building ) )
Remodeling 33 3,000.00
Pumphouse 30 200.00
1948 © Tupele quarters remodeling 31 3,896.35
i Storage building 50 600.00
1949 Tupelo quarters remodeling 11
- - 14
16
18
19
34
1350 Kosciusko Subdistrict ,
Office and shop 118 74,000.00
Equipment storage 119 45,178.00
0il and paint storage 120 9,000,00
Warehouse 121 32,000.00
Tupelo residential area
Road grading Lo ‘ 53,506.14
and surfacing \ 13,876.07
1951 Ridgeland
Museum 113 ‘ 36,328.00
Office and shop 108 37,500.00
Equipment storage 109 20,000.00
0il and paint storage 110 13,422.00
Warehouse : 111 18,000.00
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Building Construction
Date Location Numsbers Costsy
1951 Brashears Stand parking 8,784,14
1952 Cypress Swamp ¥Nature Trail and :
foot bridge 2,899,005
. 7
Tupelo garages remodeled 71,72, 73,
74, 75, 76,
77, 78, 79,
8o, 81, 82,
84, &3, 85,
87, 88, 89,
90
Tupelo Quarters remodeled 3, 10
1933 Ridgeland Museum
Exhibits 6,328,121
Brashears Stand, River Bend,’
Southern Pines and Choctaw
Boundary Interpretive markers 500.00
1954 Tupelo quarters remodeled 1, 2, 3, 3,000.00
4, 7, 8 (500 each)
1955 © Emerzld Mound
Stabilization 26,282.80
Parking and trail _ 1,791.73
Coles Creek, Bullen Creek,
Turpin Creek Hature Trails
and parking 717.77
Mount Locust .
House restoration 100 28,252.82
Tupelo quarters remodeling 13, 17, 20, 3,250.00
22, 25 (650 each)
Glenrock Branch and
Sweetwater Branch Nature Traills . 4,220.,80
Glenrock Branch Pienic area
Tablesg, fireplaces 517,20
1956 Turpin Creek picnic area
Tables, fireplaces 1,271.39
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Building Construction

Date Lecation Nunmbers Costs
19548 Mount Locust
Exhibit shelter and comfort
station i59 14,508.67
Natchez Subdistrict Headquarters 'l
Pumphouse o0 157 424.76
Shop and equipment storage
building 158 35,930.90
Quarters : 160 19,122.16
Coles Creek picnic area -
Tables, fireplaces 1,118.73
River Bend picnic area
Picnic shelter 254 6,651.00
Cole Creek Nature Trail and
foot bridge ) 1,837.00
Chickasaw Village Bite
4-panel interpretive marker ‘ 892,39
Tupelo Maintenance Area - grading 15,3584.92
~  Headquarters remodeling 33 475.00
: Auvtomotive shop L0138 98,744.92
Warehouse 141 52,886,60
Firehouse 142 19,725.52
Highway 64 Exhibit Shelter o 151 3,364,00
1557 Highway 61 Exhibit Shelter 1£]1 5,165.18
Chickasaw Village
Exhibit and curbs 2,520.14
Landscaping and barriers _ 2,085.69
Tupelo Quarters remodeling 9 6,656.26
Water system 62,860.54
Sewver systen 808.00
Power system, Maintenance area 7,873.00
Maintenance area paving 22,965.49
Quarters relocation 35 7,100.00
Pump house ' 233 1,446,00
0il pump house 239 ' 1,423.23
Cypress Creek pit toilet 243 ' 910.94
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Buiiding Congtruction

Date Location Numbers Costs
1457 Glenvock Branch Pleniec area
Water systenm 13,437.92
Sewer system 2,047.96
Torth comfort station 152 9,511.26
South comfort station 153 9,685.97
1458 Loess Bluff
Ridgeland quarters 162 16,870.73
. 183 19,870.73
Holly Hill, Hurricane Creesk, Yowani
and Beaver Dgm trails 2,521.46
Cypress Swamp interpretive marker 267.00
Yowani Picnic avea tables 3,367.8%

Jeff Bushby/Little Mountain .
Roads T 89,014.33

Water and sewsrage , 35,336.70
Trails 2,932.28
Tables, fireplaces 2,340.93

% Tupelo Headquarters remodeling 33 450,00
Quarters remodeling 6 5,980.21

: 35 8,004.54

Maintenance area fencing and
iandscaping 5,469.00

Holly and Cypress Creek Picnic areas
Tables, fireplaces 4,153,82

Meriwether Lewls pumphouse remodeling 131

1959 River Bend parking 46,658,90
Comfort station 206 7 444 37
Yockanookany parking . £,289.73

Red Dog Road parking 6,648.06

Beaver Dam exhibit shelter 148 5,869.81

Beaver Dam pérkiﬁg _ 13,559.60

Holly Hill comfort station 173 8,437.76

, ' 23,473,175

parking
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. Building Construction
Date location RNumbers Costs
1959 Kosciusko Quarters 44 & 45 182 24,392.79
183 24,392.79
Yowanil Picnic area . . .
Water system 10,3819
Bewerage system 3,336.00
Comfory station 178 7,516.37
Jeff Busby comfort statlons 198 7,516.38
199 7,517.38
Little Mountain Beadquarters
Road resurfacing 3,433.95
Water system 29,546.04
Quarters 42 & 43 193 21,826.00
194 21,826.00
Workshop and egquipment storage 230 15,429.81
Highway 82 Exhibit Shelter 155 5,569.66
Dancy Subdistriect
Equipment storage 186 63,907.06
Storage building 187 19,101.89
Ouarters 40 & 41 196 21,826.00
197 21,826.00
Tupelec Quarters ramodeling 9 700.00
- - 15 2,134.80
Meriwether Lewis Quarters 38 & 39 169, 240 69,635.62
1960 Natchez storage building 186G 3,870.22
Coles Creek comfort station 241 7,924.45
River Bend walks and steps 4,496.28
Tupelo guarters remodeling 12 3,561.84
01d Trace Drive
Exhibit shelter {. 175 5,359,60
RS
Jacks Branch picnic area
Tables, fireplaces 3,319.29
Comfort station 188 9,396.67
Napier Mine Exhibit shelter 176 4,180.75
Metal Ford road and trail 24,866.81
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Building Construction

Date Location Numbers Costs
1960 Meriwether Lewies
Quarters remodeling 172
Maintenance area sew2rage f
system ’ 1,874.44
Office, shop, warehouse 165 70,166.34
Equipment storage 166 20,438,68
1961 Tupelo Visitor Center 143 294,833.32
Kosciusko pump housge . 262 679.08
Dancy pump house 189 1,396.96
Bynum Mounds trail 2,826.9D
Radio Equipment buildings (12) 154, 164, 17,797.08
174, 179, (1,483.09 each)
229, 231, :
248, 249,
230, 251,
252, 253
Jacks Branch Picnic area
foot trails 2.,720.74
tg902 " Coles Creek picric area pump
house ) . 261 679,08
Rivéf Bend pump house 216 679,10
Holly Hill pump house 262 679.08
Yowani pump house 177 679.08
Jeff Busby campground 2:335.39
Pump house 263 679.08
Tupelo Visitor Center parking . 38,722.78
Glenrock Branch pumphouse 264 785,11
. .
Metal Ford signs and markers 3,631.54
Meriwether lewis residence afea
drives and walks : 2,242.79
1963 River Bend pilenic shelter remodeled 254 6,651.00
Jeff Busbhy MNature trail : 1,043.73

Little Mountain o : :
Exhibit shelter with comfort sta., 195 . 19,291.13 -
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_ " . Building Construction
. Date Location L. Numbers Costs
1963 Little Mountain pump house 247 1,331.77
Tupelo Vislitor Center landscaping 8,159.99
Beech Springs trail 2,762.28
- }
0ld Trace Drive surface treatment -21,524,72
Meriwerher Lewis fencing and
landscaping maintenance area 4,264.05
1964 Port Gibson office, shop & warehouse 214 71,473.65
Equipment storage building 215 20,992.15
Rocky Springs Campground foot trails 22,384,00
1865 Turpin Creek picnic area sign
Port Gibson quarters 167 22,087.15
190 22,087.15
Mangum Mound, Grindstome Ford
archeology 16,975.28
- Rocky Springs Campground
Tables, fireplaces 12,293,110
Comfort stations 146 9,628.95
149 9,628.95
- - 150 9,628.95
Rocky Springs quarters 257 20,794.75
258 20,794.75
Fossil exhibit, Boyd Site
archeology 10,372.84
Jeff Busby trailside exhibits 2,625.53
Bynum Mounds exhibit shelter 232 7,524,28
Witeh Dancy, water, sewerage, .
and comfort station 267 29,285.27
Tupelo Bridle path 7,595.43
Phosphate mine interpretive sign 227.36

_ XI~C~8



Building Construction

. Date Location Number Costs
1966 Witch Dance Plcnic area parking 22,690,389
Tupelo quarters relocation 34 11,164.54
Well pump house ‘ 280 826.?8-.
Cherokee Subdistrict Beadquarters
Maintenance and office building 222 116,356,990
Eguipment storage 223 21,924 .43
Buzzard Roose exhibit shelter . 225 7,736,835
Meriwether Lewis
Campground roads 26,131.82
Campground tables, fireplaces 10,382.13
Picnic area comfort stations,
water systens 265, 266 44,693 .85
1967 Mangum Mounds/Grindstone Ford
walks and trails i 7,051.485
Cherokee Headguarters fire .
pump house 224 12,530.99
. * Harnando DeSoto parking 6,000.00
1968 ) Rocky Springs Visiteor contact station 145 30,547,548
Equipment shed 270 19,176.34
Chickasaw Village exhibit shelter 156 6, 304,60
Colbert Park
Comfort station 202 14,354.72
Visitor contact station 276 40,725.04
Utility building 287 3,841.29%
Utility building i 250 5,488.24
Lauderdale Park pit todilets 288, 289 Z2,000.00
Mariwether Lewis walks and trails 4,653.41
Pheosphate Mine pat}ing 5,152.63
I"_ -
14989 Cherokee Headquarters _
: Water system = - 43,587.52
Sewer system ' 7.,728.51
Fencing 3,020.989
Grounds _ ' 4,199,686
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Building Construction
Date Location Numbers Cogts
1969 Ruzzard Reoost trails 2,840.03
Colbert Park parking 26,075.94
. - i :
1970 Witch Dance horse trail
and parking 16,397.05
1575 Tupelo central sewerage
and treatment facilities 161,104.07
Jeff Busby central sewerage
and treatment facilities 88,229,902
1879 Dogwood Valley Nature Trail 7,828.25
1982 Donivan Slough Nature Trail 9,000,060
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APPENDIX D

ANNUAL PAREWAY VISITATION

Calendar . Number of Calendar Number of
Year Visitors Year - Visitors - .
1953% 1,425,629 1971 11,823,190
1954 1,721,781 1972 13,297,839
1955 2,197,326 1973 14,080,500
1956 2,414,725 1974 12,868,595
1957 2,841,466 1975 13,237,525
1958 3,141,323 1976 13,188,000
1959 3,362,269 | . 1977 14,656,185
1960 3,482,150 1978 14,595,226
1961 3,685,309 1979 14,212,958
1962 7 5,327,994 1980 15,902, 350
1963 5,288,835 1981 16,740,911
1964 T 4,476,704 - 1982 16,576,712
1965 4,979,163
1966 5,652,415
1967 6,781,664
1968 8,911,718
1969 y0,451,011 "

1970 11,256,132

]

*Earliezt vear for which figures are available; 64 miles of parkway paved

in 1953,
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CHRONQLOGY OF LAND ACQUISITION

Date Accepted by

APPENDIX E

Date Accepted by

XI~E~1

03-09-77

Section Federal Covernment Section Federal Government g
1-A , 3-D-2 02-26~52 ’
1-B 01-29-81 3-D-1 01-12-40
1-C 01-29-81 3-E 12-08~53
1-D 09-29-77 3-F 03-11-54
1-E~2 10-18-62 3-G 03-25-53
1-E-1 01~-18-67 3-H 10-05-50
I-F 02~26-58 37 03-13-40
g 10-05-50 3-K 12-10-38
1-H 12~09-41 3-L 11-21-39
1-3-2 01-29-51 , 3-M~1 01-19-43
1~-3-1 ' 02~03-40 3-M-2 11~21-39

] . 3-N-1 03~13-40
2-A-1 05-21-41 3-N-2 11~09-39
2~A-2 08-06-43 3-0 08-21-39
2-A-3 05-17-62 PRVNSD306N 05-28-65
2-B 10-29-59 (TVA) 3-P 10~10-68
2-C 09-10-64 3-Q 05-18—65
2-D 09-20-68 3-R} 02-17-56

vy 3 02-27-56
3-A 03-18-66 . . 3-T 07-22-63
3-B 10-12-67 3-U 05-18-64
3-C 04-27-72 3-V 10-25-66
3-D-3 09-02-52 - 3-¥ 11-09-39
| 3-X



APPERDIX E

CHRONOLCGY OF LAND ACQUISITION

Date Accepted by Date Accepted by

Section Federal Government Section Federal Government
1-A ‘ 3-D-2 02-26-52 i
1-B 01-29-81 3-D-1 01~12~40
1-C 01-29-81 "3-E _ | 12-08~53
1-D 09-29-77 3-F 03-11~54
1~E~2 10-18-62 3-G 03-25-53
1-E-1 01-18~67 3-H 10-05-50
1~F 02-26~58 _ 3-3 03-13~40
1-G 10-05-50 3-K ©12-10-38
1~H 12-09-41 3-L 112139
1~3-2 a 01-29-51 , 3-M-1 01-19-43
IR 02-03-40 3-M-2 11-21-39

. . 3-N-1 ©03-13-40
2-Aed 05-21-41 3-N-2 11-09-39
22 08-06-43 3-0 08-21-39%
2-A~3 . 05-17-62 PRVWSD3I0SN 05-28-65
2~ 10-29-59 (IVA) 3-P 10~10-68
2-C 09~10-64 3-Q 05-18-65
2-D 09~20-68 | 3-R% 02-17-56

o 3-8 02-27-56

3-4 03~18-66 : . 3-T 07-22-63
3-B 10-12~67 3-U 05-18-64
3¢ 04-27-72" 3V _ 10-25-66
3-D~3 09-02~52 - 3w . 11-09-39

S 3x  03-09-77
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APPENDIX A

CHRONOCLOGY OF PERSONNEL

OFFICE QF THE SUPERINTENDENT

Superintendent

Malcolm Gardner
Joseph €. Rumburg, Jr.
Robert €. Haraden

C. W. (Jack) Qqgle
James L.
Danlel W. (Dan) Brown

(Jim) Bainbridge

4/716/36-3/12/67
5/9/67-9/21/568
9/22/68-1/23/72
4/16/72-10/04/80
10/05/80-11/3G/90
5/5/91-

Assistant Superintendent

M. Reese Smith
RTD

Warren Hamilton
Charles &, HMarshall
Karl T. Gilberst

Edward J. Kurtiz
Richard H. Bovyer

Keith E. Miller

Bruce W. Black

Donn R. Thompson

Soil Lonservationist/Staff Assistant

Leimer C. Reynolds b/7/49-1717754
Paul L. Balch B/2/7/5%~1/20/62
Josaeph 5. Lynch 2718/62~-%3720/82

James F, Kretschmann 2/07/82-8/03/85
David L. Tomlinson 8/18/85~

Landscape Architect

3/719/72-6/17/78
9/23/79~

Billy F. Morgan
Marcel F. Crudels

XI-A-1

271/38-9/3/742 (military
furlough)
1716/786-12/711/46
5715/747-3/249/52
§/12755-4/13763%
5/5/63-871/764
8/2/64-12/719/65%
1/16/66~11/5/67
1/14/768-5/7%1/70
11/15/70-8/29/80
12/1L/780-

Secretary
Nancy E. Parrish
Pauline ., O'Hara
Patricia Prince
Mable Turman
Joyce W. Anderson
Leola H. Barber
Barbara A, Sides
Evelyn 5. Young

L/720/47-4/6/57
L/21/57-5/1/765
774/65-10/28/83
10/30/83~

Resident Archecleglst

Jesse D. Jennings 193§-19472

John Cotter tate '40's
Charles Boharnmon 7/63-~1/67

Carlos Martinez 3/11/79-12/146/82
James R, Aitkinmson 1/29/84-



. DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION

Administrative Offlcer

August P. Koster, Jr. FI1/739-2/74/52

L. T. (Ted) Davenport 2/74/52-10/7/5¢6
James R. Allen 12730/56-4/21/57
Victor L. LaFolilette §/2/57-10729/61
Gordon P. Cox 11/12/61~-4/724/66
Donald R. Sarver 5/8/66-3/14/76
Charles D. Goode 5/9776~12/2/79%
Amil D. Mask 1/33/80-12/31/88%8
Margaret Garvin 5/21/89~

Accounting and Field Finance Office (1)

Accounting Qfficer Fiscal Accounting Clerk

James R. Allen 12/30/55-12/29/56 Gladys R. Steele 2/720/50-4/18/59

¥Xenneth $. Beck, Jr. 1/6/%7-10/31/59 Gladys L. Rice 4/19/59-7/31/65

Robert T. McDonald 12/28/59-4f1L/672 -

Bruce E. Heiser 4/29/62~6/6/65 Time, Leave, and Payroll Clerk

Accounting Technician Gladys R. Steele bB/6/49-2/720/50

Gladys L. Rice 8/10/52~8/15/%3

Gladys R. Steesele 4/146/549-7/31/65% and B8/22/55-4/18/5%9

. Mary C.B, Kellum 4/19/59-8/27/65%

Clerk-Typlst

Lecla H. Barber 5/31/56-4/20/57
Gima A, Dunn 3/18/57-6/21/%7
Mary C.B. Kellum 5/2/57-4/18/59

General Accounting Clerk (1)
Administrative Techniclian In 1986

Gladys R, Steele §/1/65-6/14/72
John H. King 9/3/72-8/5/73
Giadys L. Rice 8/19/73%-12/21/79%9
Janice L. Thrift 12/30/779-6/217%1
Denise Roebuck 6/28/81-~

{1} When the Fleld Finance Office was closed and moved to Region
One, all positlons were abolished except one, General Accounting
Clerk.
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Supply Officer

Bonald R.

Wiltliam E.
L., V. Smith

Witliam D ,Turner,dr.
Wiltliam €, Trotter
Frank J. Garriscon Jr.
MiTdred H. Coggins

Personnel Officer

Sarver
Clarence E. Davis
Edwards,Jdr.10/4/66-8/1/65

Joyce W. Anderson

12/20/57-3/5759
§/27/59-9/18/6%

8/15/65-11/6/66
1/1/67-11/24/67

10/22/67-11/23/7h

W/13/75-12/715779
3/069/80-

G/T7/57~9/13/775

FPersonnel Management Speciallst

Susan Bartlett
Joseph W. Aull
Mary L. Bush
Helen Giffin
Jeanne Caltlinan

9/14/75-4/8/78
7/16/78-3/722/80
6/1/80~12/22/85
L/13/786-4%/10/88
7/31768~

Clerk-Stenographer (Mail and Files)

Secretary (Typingl in 1975

Gladys R. Steels
Gladys L. Rice

doyce Glenn Parry

Evelyn S. Young

Phyllis F. Nichols

Sylvia Ann Lee

Jeffie B. Griffin

Madene $. Harris
Janice L. Thrifs

Susan Denlse Cooper

Shella Massey
Carcl A. Barker

9/17/785~-6/5/49
10/1774%9-8/9/52
R/15/53-8/21/5%
12/18/55-11/22/57
12/1/57~8/18/672
§/21/62~12/4/65
12/18/65~-3/19/66
B/10/66-8/3/74
10/27776~7/5/75
7/6/75-12/729/79
3/9/80-6/27/81
7/12/81~972678%
117045786~

Al=h-3

Supply Assistant

Barbara Sigafoos
Lois DL Bogle
Mildred K. Helms
Wayne ¥W. Owens
Kenneth Moore
Cynthia Yhaggard
Sandra Foster

Personne! Clerk

katie R. Bush
Lucile W. Kearney
Nancy B. Enlow

Janice L. Thrift

Mary Louise Bush

R. Sidney Kirkssey
VYanessa R, Beene

Linda Gardner

Clerk~Typist

Evelyn 5. Young
Shella HN. Massey
Doris E. Engle

6/30/58~7/16/65
97/26/65-9/7/68
10/28/68-3/8/80
11/16/80-11/29/8:
10/4/81-8/22782
16/03/82-2/12/78%8
5/22/88~-

3/29/63-1/22/65
7/16/65-8/18/73
10/718/773-2/31/75
9/24/74~7/75/75
6/8/75-3/23/8¢
7/20/81-272/82
12/12/82-12/1078:
275784~

8719/57-11/306/57
10/78/78-7/14/79
12/30/79~-1/24/81

Cilerk {Typing) (South District)

Royce €. Ellington

Y2/4/77-3/731780



DIVISION OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND VISITOR SERVICES

Chief Ranger

glifford J. Harriman 10/1/43-11/13/5%6

James B, Light 12/30/56-7/3/61
Fdward J. Kurtz 7/20/61-8/2/84
Githert Calhoun 9/13/65-9/17/772
David L. Tomlinson 177/73-8/17/785%
Patrick H. Reed 1/19/86~
Asslstant Chief Ranger Secretary
Willard W, Danielson 7/5/855-8/30/57 Evelyn S. Young 8/16/62-10/29/8
Norton M. Bean 18/20/57~-6722/63 Vanessa R. Beene 12/11/83-
Robert D. Cheesman 7/14763-5/77/67
Jesse F. Stamey B/27/767-5/725/74% Staff Park Ranger
Coy dJ. Hanson 8/4774-1/28/78
Sibbald Smith 2/26/778-12715/749 James A. Riley /4 /72-G/17/1h

Ronald E. Medford 8/24/80-6/22/

. Deputy Chief Ranger Resource Management Specialist
Maurice B, Phillips. Jr. Q&/27/86- Patrick L. Toops 9/286/86~
South District Ranger Morth District Ranger

DeFrance Mclormack B/15/54-10/31/69 Robert J. Ramstad 6/16/53-8/9/%7
James R. Walker 9/20/70-10/29/72 James E. Estes, Jr. B/16/57-1/18/7
Nicholas Eason 12/24/72-4/711/76 Norman D. Hinson 1/9/72-3/28717%6
S5ibbaid Smith 8/1/76-2725778 Robert $S. Armstrong 5/23/76-1/72877
Carroli Nichois 3/12/78-6/2/86 Coy J. Hanson 1/29/78-178782

M. E, Phillips, Jr. 7/11/82-4726/%8

Central District Ranger

Philip W. Ward $/2/62-12/7763
Henry M. Hilliard 1/5/64-6/6/65

Stanley R. Clark 7/18/65-879/77D
Norman D. Hinson 11/29/70-1/8/777
Jesse F, Stamey 1/723/72=-5/25/7%

Robert §. Armstrong 11/23775~5/22/76
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Natchez

Frederick V. Vest
Clyde J, Lussier
L. W. Chamberiain
Francis T. Wolfe
Lloyd K. Whitt

Guy F. Taylor, Jdr.
Robert J, Holden
Zonald E. Medford

Port Gibson

L., W. Chamberlain

Fiovd H. Gunderson

Hollls 6. Morris
David R.
Richard Jones

. Ridaeland

E. Ford Kennedy
Wittiam P. Fisher
Stanfey R, Ciark
bon R. Thompson
K, 0. Morgan, Jr.

Hollis G. Morris
and

Kosciuske

William H. Clemons

Herbert W.Hunt,dJdr.
Phillp W. Ward

Guy F. Taylor, Jr.
Henry T. Hughlstt
G, E. Neusaenger
Maxwell S,

Lattimore

Sanders

Subdistricy Rangers

District Rangers 1987

2/28/57-11/15/57
4/6/58~3/5/60
3/6/60-5/13/61
5/14/61-8/31/763
9/29/63-1/154/68
2/25/568-5/27/73
8/19/73-3/26/78
7/2/78-8/23/840

5/14/61-6/30/73
9/16/73-3731/7380
87/24/80-1/31/87
6/21/87-2/12/89
/8789

6/25/51-1/6/58
2/12/58~6/20/61
7/2/61-1/4%/64
2/2/64-5/78/60
5/22/66-10/17/71
3/19/72-8/23/840
z2/1/87-

6B/1/54-9/20/57
272/58-«5/13/61
6/4/61-9/1/62
16/14/62-5/10/66
5/29/66~17/10/71
2/21/71~9/730/73
1278773~

Dancy

Frederick V. Vest
James E. Estes,.Jdr.
Perer L. Parry

Hetrry M. Hilliard

Robart W. Peaters
Edward A. Nichols
James P, Fleetwood
Lloyd K. Whitt
Roger E. Giddings
James A. Ritey
Edward E. Lacy
Tupelo

William P, Fisher
Robert W. Bell
Lawrence D. Roush
Fdward A. Nichols
Weston F. Kreis
E. Westmoreland
Paul F. Tipton
Edward E. Lacy
Lherokee

Hermery M, Hilllard
Stanmiey R, Clark
Mario &, Acock

Ravymond A. Kimpel
L. J.

Henry L. Tunks

Meriwether Lewls

Francis T. Wolfe
Jacob P, Hamilton

Nashville

George E. Herron

AI-A-5

Masters, dJdr.

8/26/53-2727757
7/28/57-8/15/57
B/25/57-5/714/60
5/15/6G-6/727/62
7/22/62-5/2/64
5/3/64~7/17/65
7/18/65-11/19/67
1/14/68-8/10/68
9/22/68-8/5/71
10/17/71-9/3/72
10/717/72-4716/83

6/21/61-1/20/62
1/21/62~7/21/62
6/23/63-6/6/65
7/18/65-4/10/766
5/22/66-571/71
6/13/71~11/9/7%
11/728/74%-4/16/83
4/17/8%~

b/28/62-1/4%/64
1/5764-7/17/65
7/18/65-7/13/69
§/21/69~11/12/722
4/29/75~873/74
§/29/7 4~

4/17/760~5713/61
1/21/62-1/13/79

7/28/75~



DIVISION OF MAINTENANCE

Parkway Englneer

M. Reese Smith 12/11/%6-11/7/5%
John H. Saxon 12/19/54-12/306/67
Glenn €. Farrar 2711/88-4/1/73
James M., Stump 8715773-9/24/78
Bobby S. Matthews 3725779~
Assistant Parkway Englneer CIvil Engineer
John H., Saxon 12/28/50-12/18/54 John H. Saxon
6. Gordon Cummings 4/10/55-4/2/60 A, J. Tricon
Billy w. Vick 9/3/61-8/24/67% William Loftis
Glenn €. Farrar 8/25/63-2/10/68 Glenn C. Farrar
Thomas E. Barton 11/72/689-6/27/71 James L. Ayers,Jdr,.

Jerry A, Eubanks

Thomas R. Lowe
Engineering Aid (2 positions) Lamar M. Haynes

Bobby $. Matthews
Sidney W. Holditch 11/18/%1~10/25/532 Stennis R. Young

Arthur H. Smith G/2747-8713751

Marcel le Mann 11/721749-56/1/7534

Troy F. Carr 1/48/54-3/248757 Clerk-Stencygrapher

Charles E. Hattaway b/11/57-11/729/5%7

Thomas F. Barton §/18/57~1720/762 Ernest L. Martin

Thomas (. Easterling 12/22/58-4/4/60 Leis D. Bogle

Farl R. Huffman 11/11762-1/717/7614 Nancy D, Watson

Lawrence C, Barnard 6&/7/64-7/72/75 Betty S$. Adcock

William L. Stout &/12/79-12/1/84 tois D. Beogle
Nancy L. Kresge

Clerk {(Typing) Program Assistant

Rovee D, Ellington 5/21/67-1273/777 Mary C. B, Kellum

Betty $S. Adcock

XI-A-b

10/6/44=-12/727/5¢C
1851

1951
2/6/56-10/5/57
1/15/58-6/24/62
5/6/60-5/6/62
8/20/62-1/30/66
2/24763-4/24/65
11/1/766-3/24/79
1/27/780~

11/723/53-2/21762
3/18/63-3/28/¢4
106/725764-471/7466
4/4766-3/22/80
10/717/782-7/5787
68/30/87-

8§/1/65-10/1/79
3/23/80~



. North

Marcelle Mann

Central

Sidney W. Hoilditch

District Maintenance Supervisor

5/29/60~

10/26/52~8/22/769

South

Otis £. Robertson

Subdistrict Maintenance Foreman

Natchez

Jewel Thomas
Michael P. Doelger

Porty Gibson

Robert Breazeale
Uscar L. Messer
Jackie D. Messer

Ridgeland

Archie L.'Rogers
Carmon Lindsey

Kosciusko

t.ercy B. King
Herbert W. Adams
PFercy L. Young

V1/7/765-1/2/87
5/24/87~

11/26/61-7/3/66
5/21/67-2/28/87
5724787~

9/4/51-8/29/80
11/30/80~-

6/25/51-1/27/56
5/14/56~-11/31/77%
2724/80~

KI-A~7

D&f‘kCg

G. €. Stavens
Buford Stewart

Tupelo

Winfred H. Beasley
William E. Hughes
John D, HMerring Jdr.
James T, Swindie
Chercokee

Garnetl B. Sutphin
Carmon (. indsey
Hubert P. Thompson

Troy Brown

Meriwether Lewls

Marcelie Mann
Jerry L. Flte

6/1/54~12/31/87

11/30/58-09/30/87
1/3/88

7/1/46~8/15/52
3/33/52-12/731/73
3/3/74-8/26/779
2/24% /80~

8/21/60~-12/30/77
3732/78-31/29/80
1/725/81-6/3/86
9/28/86-

6/1/54-5/28/560
2/12/67-3/31/89



DIVISION OF INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR SERVICES

Historian

Ralelgh C. Tavylior
Guy B. Braden
Willlam K, Kay
Robert L. Lagemann
REobert R, Madden
Albert J. Benjamin
John J. Slonaker
William E. Cox

Clerk-Stenographer
Secretary (Tvyping)

Carglyn P.
Dorothy R.
Barbara A,
Giadys L., Rice
Lucile W. Kearney
Sheila N, Massey
Nina C. Fairley

Crumley
HuUff
Sides

Supervisory HMlstorian

Dawson A, Phelps
Herbert Olsen
Guy B. Braden

6/1/53-3/31/65 (1)
9/30/62-11/30/63
3/29/64-1/2/72

Chief Park Interpreter (2D

John &, Mohlhenrich &/30/72-4/30/83
Dale L. Smith 10/027/83%~
Naturalist

9/2/85~7/13/5%6 Walter 8., McDougall 1/9/46-8/23/52
1/31/87-9/5/58 Francis H. Elmore 11/21/84-5/17/58
12/1/58-6/24/61 Donald M. Black 7/1%/58-6/22/6%
7/16/E1-8/13/61 Wiliiam L. Sigafoos 7/21/63-3/27/66
7/2Y/63-6/4766 Richard L. ¥Yance 6/19/66-7723%3/72

7/17/66~-3/9/68
12717/67~-9/21/68
12/17/767-1/11/70

Assistant Chief Park Interpreter (2D

Witllam £. Cox
Ray L. Ciaycomb

in 1983

9/18/57-8/15/58
8/25/58-5/30/59
1/16/61-7/3/65
8/1/65-8/18/73
8/19/7%-5/30/79
§/23/79~7/11/81
9/21/81-

11/726/772-12721774
/27775~

Environmental Specialist

11T B/106/73~8/30/75

9/28/75-5/2/81

MacDonald Heebner
David F. Baker
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. South Districl Interpreter Mount Locust ~ Park Ranger/Supervis:

Rayford Harper E/13/82~0/117/88 Robert W. Petersen 5/25/86-11/6/8%%
Robert Kramer 1/29/89~ ,

Park Guide (Visitor Center)
Park Ranger (Visitor Center) 12/4/88

Jack V. Houston 3/9/62-1/13/6%

Robert R. Madden 1/21/63~7/20/763

Laura J. Bowers 2/2h784-5/24/664

Mildred Coggins 6/5/66-10/19/68

Don Marsini /147708716771

Jeff Penney 12/4/88~
(1) Dawson Phelps EOD B/8/39, but it was not until 6/1/53 that the
position was designated as Supervisory Hlstorian., In 1962 Dawson
Phelps was designated as a Staff Assistant and was no longer division
chief until his retirement in March 1965,

(23 Effectiive September 16, 1970, the Supervisory Historian position

was reclassified as Chief Park Interpreter and when Dick Yance trans-

ferred in 14972, the Naturalist position was abolished and the Assistant
. Chief Park Interpreter position estabiished 7/27/72.
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{ >Dawson Phelps EOD 6/8/39, it was not until 6/1/53 that the position
was designated as Supervisory Historian. In 1362 Dawson Phelps was
designated as a staff assistant and was ne leonger division chief until

his retirement in March 1965.

Ez}Effective September 16, 1970 the Supervisory Bistorian position was
reclassified as Chief Park Interpreter and when Dick Vance transferrved
in 1972 the HNaturalist position was abolished and the Assistant Chiefl
Park Interpreter position established 7/27/72.
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NOTES

1. This chapter Is based largely ory the reminlscences of Mrs.
Edith Wyatt Moore of Natchez and Mrs. Filorence Slilers Ogden of
Rosedale. The latter published them In part In the Jackson
Clarion Ledger, May 26, 1963. The filexs of the Daughters of the
Amerlcan Revolutlion's year book also have been consulted. The
marker Inscriptions, of which copigs are in the Natchez Trace
Parkway flles, are also a valuable sourcie of Information,

2. Mrs. Dunbar Rowland, '"Marking the Natchez Trace,”
Publlcations of the Misslisslippl Historlcal Soclety, Xl (1910),
345-61, Park Marshall, "The True Route of the Natchez Trace,

Tennessee Hlistorlcal mggééiﬂg, I (1915}, 173-82. George J.
Leftwich, "Some Malin Traveled Roads Inclugiing a Cross Section

of the Natchaz Trace,'™ Publicatlons of the Misslsslippl Hlstorlcal
Soclety, I, Centenary Series 1, (1916), %63-76, J. P. Bretz,
"Early Land Communicatlons with the Lower Misslissippl Valley,"
Mississippl Valley Hlstorical Review, XIII (1526-1927), 1-9.

3. Ned Lee to Malcolm Gardner, November 17, 1957,

L. Bushy to Capers, October &, 1950. Busby told this story
wlth varlations many times In private Interviews and in Natchez
Trace Assoclatlion meetings, but except for thls Jetter never
committed his story to paper. 3See z2iso his letler to Senator Pat
Harrison, June 18, 1935.

5. Jackson, Mlssissippt, Clarion-tedger, Decemberr 13 and 15,
1933, and January 3, 1834,

6. ibld, January 10, 11, and 12.

7. Committee on Roads, House of Representatives, 73 rd Congress,
2nd Session. Hearlngs, on H. R. 7312 and H. R. 7345. Clted

Wm%wm__m

hereafteras Hearings, 1 § g

8. For Busby's address on February 15, in support of his
proposal, see Hearings, B1-66,

9. Ibid., 3.

11. lbid.

12. Busby, Address, Canton Meeting, Natchez Trace Associatlon,
November 12, 1950. ’

13. Jonathan Daniels, The Devil's Backbone: The Story of the
Natchez Trace (New York, 1962) 255-36.
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14, Superintendent, Natchez Trace Parkway, to the Director,
September 14, 1954,

15. Sources of Information: There is remarkably little written
information on the Natchez Trace Association. It kept no files.
Mrs. Byrnes' papers for the vears 193L4-54 have been examined and
are of some value. They contain copies of invitations, lists of
invitees to meetings, letters from Misslssippl Senators and
Congressmen assuring her of their undying support for her pro-
Ject, and a few letters from fans and well-wishers.,

Landrum's papers contain a remarkable series of his letters,
November 3, 1934, to September &4, 1935, to various people In

Mississippi in support of the project. These and later random
letters reveal his method of operation. His file also contains
letters from Mississippl legislators which tend to show that the

Association had some Influence on their official conduct.

Press notices contain . little more than the date and place of the
meeting, names of speakers, a list of prominent guests, and
copies of resolutions passed.

Personal interviews with some of the participants contributed
more to an appreciation and understanding of the association than
did study of the above mentioned files. Among those who were
interviewed and furnished helpful information were: Mrs.
Ferriday Byrnes, and Mrs. Edith Wyatt Moore of Natchez, Ralph
Landrum, dJones Woodward of Kosciusko, Thomas H. Lambert, Editor
of the Natchez Democrat, Oscar Harris of the Florence Herald,
Judge Hugh Lee Webster, Columbia, Tennessee, and Malcolm Gardner,
Superintendent, Natchez Trace Parkway, and many, many others,

16. 52 Stat. 407.
17. Memorandum for the Director, June 11, 1930.
18. Compiled by Superintendent Gardner in 1953 or 1954.

19. Natchez Trace Parkway Survey, Senate Document No. 148, GPO,
wWashington, D. €., 1941, Foreward, p. vi.

20. Compiled by Superintendent Gardner in 1953 or 1954,

21 Material for each section of Chapter X was obtained from
monthly and annual reports on file at parkway headguarters.
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