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Xbe Washington Homunent at ~;~ashington,D 00. 

Ii. 0 ~.ignificance: 

This t<T,.;ering 5.55-foot-high whi"te r.arbJ'.e obelisk, built between 

2848 and 1884 with funds from public subscriptions: and Federal 

appropria tions and modelled after ancient F.gyptian monuments.. commeD1ora tas 

the achieve.'Tlents and unseIfish devotion to public: service o:f George 

v1a.shington, Commander-in-Cl'lier.of the Continental A~" during the War 
F7f) 

·for American Independence,17J)~1783, and the' first President of the 

United States under the Constitution, 1789-1797 0 ArchitectuallJ~' the 

shaft is the rnost gra ndoise ann beautiful ai' the herojr,;...siz ed h.i.storical 
1 

memo:-ials erected m the United States d'urmg the 19th centurye 

The const,ruction ai' the first l),a feet of the obelisk f'ollcwed 

a plan that tras prepared by the noted architect Eobert ~1ills and that 

of the rel';1a.i.ning t1.;o-thirds of' the shaft 'WCi.S buiJ..t on the basis o~ data 

provided ~.r the famous scholar George Per!d.ns Ha,l'sno Supe:i."mtendents of 

~."!stru~tion of the ~':ashington i·bnl.lr.ent were: Robert Hills" 1848-1855, and 

Lieutenant Colonel '!'homas Lincoln Casey, Cor-ps of Engineers, U.s. ArVV, 

1878-1B8y;. The cost of construction of the obelisk from IBL.8 to 1884 

was $ 1,187 ~ 710.31 and the totall cost of construction of the monwnent 

and imprO'ler.ient of' its t:rounds from 1848 to 1888 was $ 
about 

2 
1,409,5'00. 

this latter sum, $ 300,000 .las provided b;,- private contributions to 
It 

the \']ashington National HOIrur.lcnt Society and $ 1,109,500 by the 

the 

appropriations of Congress. The i;ashington l~UI:!ent .. las. first opened! 

to visitors on October 9, 1888. and by March 7,1969, 50,000,000 visit~ 

had visited the top of the norrument. 
in the 19th centur,y 

I.For a checklls·t; of ~hechie£' ITlemorials. eI"?ctea"to cor.;remorate hist0't'jc:al 
events in the united states, see APPelldi;: lrO~ 1. The ~'~aSh.ini:;ton~Ion1.L'nent ;1 ~ 
2. See Append.ix };o. 2 for Annual Cost of Con~truction of l'lashington 
!1onument and also for Federal Appropriation~ _____ .-==- ..;;:-_'-" """,,_ 

S> the thi.rd r.'.a~r- rirOnumcntto beconstructcd :in the U.s .,beinG proceeded by 
the v!a~hinGton ?1onu."1(mt at Baltimore(1815-29) and tho Bunker Hill Honument 
(182':..ra ). 
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B. History: of the ~rashil1g!.oll 11oIIlL"1ent! 1833-;tif'@.: 

10 Early Ef50rts to I-bmorialize George WashinP,-ton,1783-1f$60: 

In recogill.ition of George i-;ashdmgtn's great r.riJ.itary services 

to his country during the ~'la:r for American Independence, 1775- to 1783:" the 

Continental Congress on A ueust 7 ~ 1783 resolvi:ld- II tha tan equestrian statue 

of General 'Hashinrrton be erected at the place ,;here the residence of Congress 

shall be establishedo" The statue Has to be of bronze and" the General(.Ias] 

~be represented in a ROlian <i...-ess, holding a trlJ.ncheon :L., his right hand, 

and his head encircled .. lith a laurel ... rreath." To: be inscribed on the 

marble pedestal of the statue was +l1e stater.lent that this statue ..,1a:S 

built II in honor of George t·:ashington" the illustrious Commander in Chief 

of the . .ll\:rr.ries oi' the United States of America during the (Tar i:hich vindicated 

and secured ~ileir liber~, sovereignty, e.nd independence." The "principal 

events of the irar in :-;hich General :<iashington corr.manded :in person, viz: 7.-Lle 

evacuation of.' Boston, ~e capture of the Hessians at :'rel;~on, the battle of 

Princeton, :he action of 1-:anmouth, and the sw."render of :L'ork[tmm}l also 
3 

vTere to be representedo 

In a 0 da. ··h .Lh· , ··0 ·h F h . ,,- Ch ~ cc r nce :.iJ.'J ,,~s reso ... uv~ n, "'. e renc eligmeer, l::aJor ar1.es 

Pierre L'Enfant, in 1791, provided a location for ~hj.s sta.~~ue in his plan 

for the nerr Federal cit~' of ""iashington i-ihich i-iaS prepared under the inr.rediate 

di.:'ection of President GeOl~~e !:ashington. It :;as to stand on a reservation 

at the intersection of the lines ~rest Clnd south of the future Capitol and 

the President's House. Iro action, however-" {TaS taken in 1791 to actua~ 

erect the statue. 

On December 23,1799, eight days after the death of l:ashington, U.s. 

Representative John ~·!a.rshall of Vireinia, lat'.Jr the distinguished Chief' Justice 

3. Tac:tf~, the Continental ConbTess <.lid not Qinr.11~rl~ the great battles- at 
I.<>ng~land, Fort "'!ashington, Bra!ld;)~Tine, and GerlnaTl.tO't:n- ill Hhich General 

·rJashington ha:::l also comr..anded but been de.reated. 
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of the United States, propos ed' "tID at a l1l3.rble lIlOInUnent be erected by 

the United Sta tea in the Capitol" at the C3:v:r of \'J ashington, and ti!a t 

the family of General Pashington be rec;,ut:!steci' to permit his boet'" to be 

deposited under it." no action waS taken at that til/Ie. 

On lfty 9,,1800, the Congress !"€comr:1ended that instead of the equestrian 

statue contemplated iI1 the resolution of 1783 a " mausoleum of Ar.lerica.n 

granite and marble" in !,:.'Ta.rri..dal. form" one hundred feet square at the base 
\\ 

and of a p:'oport&te heieh~ should be erected in ;'iashington. Although the 

House of Repres&"1tatives on January 1~1801" passed a bill appropriating 

$ 200,000 fer the construction of the proposed mausoleum" ti1e Seaaw did 

not concur and 'the pIan came to nC!ughto 

Not until 1816 'i-ras the subj ect o:f a memol'ial to ilashington again 

seriously consideredo L'1 that yearr as. a result of the efforts of the St.ate 

of Virginia to have the re:.-.a.ins of" Hashington bu..--ied in ?.ich:wond, a Congression 1 

conu:ti. ttee pJ:l)posed ~1.at a tomb be placed ill "J1 e foumla tions o~ the CapitoJ. 

and that a morrument be erected in his ffier.i.Or:t. Ifushrod ;':asnington" nepher..; 

of the Ravolutionar.r Commancier-in..{;hief and then p:'oprietor of !·bunt Vernon, 

ref'l..lsed to CD nsent to the removal of the remains" because ~.rashington had 

expressly recluested that he be buried' at Hount Vernon. Congress therefore 

:1ndefinite~" postPone~ consideration of th.e bill. In 18.32" another Congressional 

request" v:feorous~ supported bJ- Henry Clay,. the g:-eat Hhie leader, that the 

remains be broueht to ;'Tashington fer burial in the Capitol, \las again refused" 

this time by John Ao Uashington, who had COMe into possession of Hount Vernon. 

In 1832 a marble IIilusoleum was: constructed under the Capitol fS Rotunda 

as the last resting place for the bodies: of both George ~"1d Hartha Washington" 

but this catafalque bas rerllained vacant from 1832 to this dayo 

! 
, \ 

\ 
: 

, \ 

\ 

I 

\ 



3 

.. . In Ju~ 1832, the CO!lgress' next au thoriz cd: the then large SUI:t of ~, ),000 

for a 1lk1.rbles.ta.tue of v!ashingt.on to be executed by II a suitable artistll 
~.' 

and displayed in the Rotunda of' the Ctlpitol. Koratio Greenough, a noted: 

Boston sculptor then ,·;orkine in ltaJv.-, ,'!on the ccr.mri.ssiono He 'Ir<ry..cd on it 

for eight :rea.rs 0 His neoclassic. 20'-ton statue portra:-ed v:hashington ( "!:rlrice 

life size) in a Ro~n toga, seated" ... lith bare chest and 1oos~~ draped. 

The Victorian publiC' was shocked ::hen the statue ,ras wlVeilea ill the 

Rotwlda in 28420 The dignified general appeared, it lTas said as is II entering 

or leaving a bath.1I Short:q after this) Congress i'ound it. inappropriCl.te 
/ 

~or the Rotunda floor and it '(las removed to the grounds, ~·;here it suffered 

the whims of the ,reather until 1908,. ... nen Congress :finally transferred the 

statue to the Sm:i.:thsoniC4"1 Im;titution for preservation and e yJlibit. 

In 1853, Congress fir.aLt- provided for the erec:Gion of a.n bronze 

equastl'ian statue of General Fas.1.ington in the Dist rict of ColUTlbia, 

approP;:-ia:'~_$ 50,000 to carr-.f out the Continental Congress resolution 

o£ 17830 Clark m.i 1 <;:, an able young ... sculptor fT<r.l Sy:::·aC'USe,~:.Y., 
'AC' 

~\ haa just co;;rpleted the celebrat.ed statue of' Anare-..; Jackson ~·:hich still stc1.nds 

in T.af'ayette S~uare in the national CapiW, ,;as selected to u:-:.ci.eruake the 

work. Seven years later, the Hills statue ~;as erec:::'ed in i'iashington Cil'c::!..e 

at the jo:L'"lt intersections of Pen."1sylvc.nia and Hev: Hampshil"e Avent!.e5 ,:rith ~ 

and TT,~eI!ty-T'nird streets, lIortIn .. -est" and Has unveiled on Fetruary 22,1860, 

tti.th :i.mpress~:We cerer .• onies in ~e presence 01: a distinguished gathering. 

The face of the statue was modeled from Hondon'a celebrated bust: of' the ~eneraJ. 
. " .... t ~ 

and the revolution uniform( and not the Roman toga specified in the resolution 
f\ 

of 1783) 'Vlaa copied .£'roma ~evo1utionar:" one known to have been vrorJ1 by 

Thus after a lapse of 87 years .£'rom the firSt proposals to memorialize 

vlashington in the District of. Columbia" tk>ngr-ess had provided for the creation 
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, . 
of "f:i1.TO statues and one empty tomb for this pw'pose(l 

20 The 't';ashington l!ational Honument Society, 1833-1&75 : 

Follo-..ring the f'ailure of' Henry Clay IS efrorts to secure Federal 

appropriation~ for a national monument in 1832', the WasHington Hational 

Momunent Society ~'Tas' fonrred in the District of Columbia. by 20 interes.ted 
. 4 

gentlemen in September 18330 The association nas largely the result of 
± Fu.rr 

the energetic efforts of George i'iatteyn, /..ibrariab:' of Col"'.gress, and the 

lIIDmb~hip included Colo George Bor.tford, Chief' of Ordnance, Pete Force, 

historian and archivist, Col. Jares KearnP."JJ of the Topographical Engineers". 

John Eogers of the U.5e !t3."1l', several journalists, bankers, public of.ficers, 

and businessmen:o 

Chief Justice JOM H.x-shall, then 78, ,oms erected its first 

Upon his death: ~ years later in 1835, for:1er Presid.ent Ja-:es Ha.dison was 

erected to succee.d h:Lil. The S'ociety '5 other £'irst officers were \':illiam 

Cranch, Ohief' Justice of the Dist:-ict Court, First Vice President; Peter 

Farce" Second Vice-President; Thonas Ca...-berry, fo~er !~:·o!," of' v;ashingt,on" 

Thi..'"'<i Vice-President; Samuel !farrison Smith, 

!~ationa1 IntelligeTIcer, TreasureT'J and George 

I 

founder and'e Qj.tor of the 
I -

t 
wattersl\on, First, Secretary. 

During the period of l1a.dison IS leadership,. t..'le systematic collection 

of funds began. As the Society idshed the enterprise to be really popular 

and national in scope, cozruributions were :L'1itially :lir:ri.ted to one dollar a 

4. This Societ-,{ .. ;as probably nodeled after the Bunker Hill Honument Association\ 
whlch had been rounded by 50 interested gentle.r-en in 1823 to a~uireand 
preserve the l:3unker Hill Battlefield ut Charlestcr.m~Ia5S., and to erect a 
MOrrument tc/ commemorate that event of June 17,17750 The Association had held 
an ar chib~ctural contest for the design of the mCIlwnent in 1825'. Public fund 
drives ~-T~re conducted throughout Nmr England :in 1[;25'-26 emu in the 1830"5 to 
raise V!e ~ 156,uOO neceS5~~ to erect the obelisk and ir.1prove the grounds. 
The' BurJ:er Ilill ii:>munent 1ias cOMpleted in 1~. Except f'ar ;,; 7,000 provided 
by the State of H·1.ssachusetts-, the money cane from private contributions. 
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Agents. for the collection: of con cl'i1mtions ~·tere appointed for each 

State and TerritoI7o In addition to individUal contributions, mone.]" 

rl~ coDe cted on special occasions n. t public ga ther:i.ngs° The econoluc: 

distress that spread ewer the nation for several years after the 

Panic: of 1837, hen-lever, greatly :interf'ered w.:ith the ini-t.ial efforts of 

the Society to colled funds, and five years later, b:{ the ene. of 1838, 
5 

only slightly nore t.han $ 30,000, had been raised. 

l~·HhileJ hovre.,er, in 1836 the Society had advertised a competitman 

for designs of the proposed monumento Of those submitted, that of Eobert 

Yrills of South Carolina, cr chitect of the recent~-(1829) coopleted 
6 

t·r h' ~ 'I "'" .. B 1.L· ch I',as LTlgvon ronUl'!.env J.Il a vIDore, was .osen. 11Th' : des' "Jr.:,ls • J.S. ~gn, ...u. 

eJqJ1ained,P. embraces the idea of a &,-~and c±rcular co10nn.r.ded building, 

250 feet in diameter and 100 .feet high, from which sIl'ings an obelisk 

sga.ft. 7a feet[square] at the base ani 500 feet high, !'laking a total e:teya.tion 

of' 600 feet. This yast rotunda[ a circular Greek ternple],forr.rir~G ~e grand 
15 

base of the !·~orrurnent ,.,\ ~ur:'ounded by 30 coltll"mS of Tofl ssi-..re proportions, 

being J2 feet in ciiameter and 1.5 feet high, elevated upon on lofty base ... 

of· 20· feet elevation and 300 feet sqilare,surmouIlted by an entablature 

of 20 feet high and c rOlmed by a massive 1::alnstrade 15 feet in heigh:'uo" 

Abewe the roof p:f the central portico ~las to stand a colossal toga-

llid figure of v-Tashington drivi...'1g a battle chariot drawn by foUl! . 

Arabian steeds. Around t.he rat1inda, ..... rhich Hills called the 11 national 

Parrvheon,u· . Tff.ere to be placed the statues of the 56 Signers of -the 

So The Bu.nker Hill Honument Association was also experiencing diffctc-.llties 
:in rising funds. Tt.:o funds drives, one in 1833 and dlhe other in 18LLO, JPi-/f V(:~) 
collected a total of $ 72,000, enough to complete; the Bunker Hill project . 
in 1842. 
60 I·alls: hc>.d also entered the architectural competition for the design of 
the Bunker Hill Honurnent in l82~ and zubm:i. tted a plan for an obeliclc.· 1:0. 
prize, hov:ever, uas awarded and none of the entries were uzed in tho actual 
design of the obelisk. 

.. \ 
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Signers of the Declaration of Independence-. Space was also allotted 

for statues of other leaders of the American Revolution and for ~aintings. 

01: battles and other scenes: of' that period. 

1i1 the center of the proposed monument provision :i'as to benacfu for 

eli. tomb o£ Vlashingtan" in order that his rer:1ains mieht be recei"led should 

it ever- be des:ired to bury them in the national Capitalo "A railwa:yt' ~tas 10 

transport -.,'d.sitors to an cir0ular ObSerld. tOr"J 20 feet in diar.1eter to 

be located atop the square shaft:) Hills estir.,ated the cmit of" c·onstructing 

his design at one million dollars. 

With ~', '.$ 30.,000 in hand, additional funds was the r.lost pressing 

problem of the Societyo In 1839, there-fore the origlnal limi.ta.tion of 

contributions to one doaJar a person was te~r:il~; removed s:o that the 

takers of' the national census in 1840 could .freely ~olici t donations • 

Contributions, hovrever, yrere still w~.f'hlly . inadeq,uate, and in 18L5 

the Society def:L'1itely removed the lir.1ita.tio:;. on gifts to one dol:ar. 

In order to encourage dOl"'..ations, large nunbers of lithogray.hs of the proposed 

n1Ol1Ur.1cnt and of Gilbert Stuart's portrait of "Hash~~on in Faneuil Hall" 

Boston, were made for distribution to contributorso Entertai.rr:ten.ts~ fairs, 

and social gatherings Here held in r.1.aIV COl'J1!!illIlities by group.fJ of interested 

women to augmerrt the funds raised by direct contrwutiono As a result of 

these eff"orts ov:er a 14 year period, a grand total of about $ 87,,000 ylaS 

gathered by I8h7o 

The Societ:)- no-..r believed that it hRd collected enough money to 

begin construction, but it as yet had no site for the structure. In 18.38, 

and again in lahU,' Congress had discussed the proposal. o£ the Society that 

the Federal Government authorize the erection at the monument on public land 

in the City of vlashington, but no action had been takeno In ear~ IDhO" 
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the Congress passed a resolution authorizine the Uashington National 

l-hnument So~iety to erect the proposed 11l0!1UlTlent upon such. portion of the 

public grounds; in tho city o:f HastlL"lgtori as mieht be ~lected~ by the 

President of the United Sta teB' and by the Society. The site se1,ec:ted 

consisted! of 37 acres and '!as the same site" I~eservation No.2" on vrhich 

!"Enfarrt had plamed in 1791 to locate thJ equestrian statue of 

\'iash:tngton that the Continental. Coneress had voted to erect jn 178): at 
7 

some future dateo Soil tests, hmoiever" revea:led that the ::illTtended siJoo 

due south of the tihite House arrd due west of the Capitol ... TaS too marsh¥ to 

support the -;.:eit;ht of the monumento A si tc about 100 feet to the south1-:est 

t-ras chosen and this altered :.he r.10nllment's. no!'th-south alignmcnt w.-ith the 

,\"hite House and also its east-':lest aI.ignr.1.ent ~·rith the Capitolo 

Despite the compromise :·rith 'the origin.a]J~r planned SlJHn:etry, the 

fjnal site of.rered a.n excellent view of the Capitol and afforded ready 

access to buiIdine r..at€rials D:-ought i.."1.to the cit:" by river ba.rges on 

the PotoITlc"l.C or by the new BaltiMore and Chio F..aJ.lroad, T/rhich entered the 

city just 10 blocks f!'om "the site of the monument near 14th and B Street, 

South. The fine-grained -..;hite marble was to COMe from Ciuan-y of TholT\9.s 

Syntington, moil'll as the B'eaver Dam: ~uarI7" in Baltimore County, l~oe The 

stone and sand .;ere to come from nearb:.J quarries in H:tryland and Virg:L"lia.. 

30 Construction of the y;ashington ;·ooument, Fi:!'st Phase, 18hS-i e60: 

Ch J~- 4,1848" Benjamin B. French" Grand Uaster of the 'Hashington, 
s" I \A::v' 

n.c, Masonic: Iodge, laid the corner stone. He used the"trowel Washington 

had employed at the Capitol in 17930 The occasion 1·ras a national. celebration 

7. The deed grantlllg the land to the Society Has executed April ]2 ".1849 
and the site is described as ?eservation No.3. 
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and between 15,000 and 20,000 people ;.rere present. Robert C. Winthrop. 

Speaker of the House of RePrcsentatives~de1ivered the two-hour keynote 

address. Also in attendance .rere ITesiden-t James Ko .Polk" i".lture Chif'...f 

Executives:l James Bunchana.Y)Abraham Lincol.Tl, and Andrml Johnson} George 

Washington Parke Custis, the foster gralfdchild of George t'Jashington" I·irs:. 
(J ~rt:G$) 

Alexander Hamilton" and i.fr-s It Dolley. H3.disOI1 -;OTero also present <I Nevi 

" attention was focused upon the project b:.- the cornerstone cereMOny and 

n give a pe~1 appeals went out to the Nation's. 3,,000,,000 schoOl children. 

These efforts raised the total of d:.'nations to about C 230',,000, a 

substantial sum but still ~ar short a:f the uti1n.ated $ 1,000,,000 needed to 

construct the 600 foot tall me.morial. 

In the interest of scono;;v, and sL~ort~ afte!" the beg:Um:ing of ~'iork, 

the origi...'1aI. height of the obelisk i-:as reduced from 600 to 500 feet" and 
~ <:,-0 ~rl'"" 

the const~\lction oJ: the lOa foot high and circu.1a.r II national Pantheod: 
'\ 

was deferred to some future dateo The o-.ciginal foundation of the obelisk" 

as \!onstructed in 2848" was 80 feet square at the bed of the f~da.tion" 

and this bed was placed seven feet eight inches below the general level of 

the ground about the structure. The foundation ~ras. 23 feet 4 inches 

thick" and. 1-laS 5"8 feet 6: inches, 3i,uare at its tOPa It '{las built of 
the rubbles tone 

large ~ieces of bluestone gnei~ I put :in the masonry as 1\ 

came from the qUCll'ry" the intersti~s between the ;;-,asscs betng filled w"ith 

spawls and a mortar C'Omposed large~ of pure lime and sando 
8 

,=".~ I. projected 15 feet 8 inches above ground level. 

The foundation 

Construction proceeded under the supervision of architect Robert Mills, 

wilo was also creating the U.S 0 Treasury, Fatent orrice" and Post Office 

8. In 1878" eng:ineers studying the foundation discovered that it was inadequate 
to support: the proj'ected height and w-eight of the monument. The foundations 
therefore had to be modified and strencthened. 

, 
. \ 

'\ 
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buildinGs in Washingto!l durine th~s periodo The , ' ',,' shaft of the obelclsk 

was: commenced 5,~: feet ))2 lllches square &t the base'. The walls ware).5 feet 

thick and faced with large-grained vrhite marble, in blor.ka of two i'p.ot 

height and from 1:; to 18 inches in thic.kness. The r.tarble was sawed wiithCTllt 

reference to the qua.."'TY bed, and rubbed smooth. The marble face was bac.teed 

by 'Halls of blue gneiss-stone rubble construction. 

B-,r 1854, after s:i:c years. of ;.ro:-k, the obelicl: had been built to a height 

of 152 feet, sli~~tJ..:J' less than one-third. of it~, projected height and the 

Societ:,. had e:-.f)ended Cihout ~; 2)0,000 for this Hark, thus. exhausting its 

funds. In an effort to raise !:.ore funds, the Society had invited all the 

States, Territories, counties, cities, ptttriotic citizens, and even foreigh 

count~es to C'Oli.~ribute stone blocks to erIDp.llish the interior Halls. These 
~ 

stones, which .. iere to be provided ~- contribu~·,ine localities JI irlere to be. 

aOPToxi.TTatel:.- 4 feet long and 2 feet hig.'IoJ., and were to bear patriotic' 

:ir.scriptions 0 Among the i'~st presented WEn'e stones from >hine, nela::·:-are, 

and the Fraru:lin Fire Compa'G'" of ~·:ashington, DoC, The first. ;;ent in";o 

place at the jO foot level in 18490 EventllaJJ~t, a:!J.. the States andnore 

than a sccre c·:' cities, z..nd. countnes such as Greece, Turkey, Chi.na and 

Jz..pan ~ontriouted a total of 190 meMorial blocks: fua t vrere set a;t 10 foot 

intervals along the stairs. 

Pope Pius IX: al.so donc1.ted a marble sl£.b from ";he 'I .;;Jle of: Concord 

in F.orne but this stone nevf:I' reached its :intended place in the nOntl7'1Emt. 

The acceptence of this stone .;as objected to by the American Party, a 

secret antialien and anti-Ca~:lOlic political organization often called the 

nKno-,.;-Hothing ?art:A, so named be~use when asked about their actiVities its 

members replied," I don 't knoioT." On th e night o.f' I-t1I' ch 5',185, a grm:.'? of 

\..J Ina.skeet men attacked the watchman at the monument and stole" the i'lCl.rble block 

.... " 

, 
r 
\ 

r 'I 

f.! 

t 
I: .'·1 

" \ 

~ '\ 

, 



10 

,":~' -from Rome." It l-ras never seen again and is believed tda have been shatt.ered 
.'. oj 
, -/ 

and dropped into the Potomac Riverc 

Its tr~sury ex..~austedJ' the Honwnent Society appealed to Congress for 

assistance; Plans had been made to pass a resolution on February 22,1855', 

appropriating $ 200,000 to continue construction. Its adoption seemed 
,# 

assured,. when word • .;as received that on the p:t.evious night menJber o:r the 

American Party had seued the Upnunent Society's of.fical records and called 

a meeting to elect new officers. On recro.pt of this nmrs, the proposed 

appropriation was laid on the table a.nd never acted on. HeamThUe, adherents 

of the American Party who held certificates of r.t.eI:'1.bership in the Society r.ret" 

ted :-\.. 1d f· d ch t\..· "" .... Fr 18c1,...· + aus 'i.ue 0 of :Lcers" 'an oae l.eJ.r m:n represen!.a!.l.ves. om :;>:;>. vO 

1855 there uere, in effec::t, tHO \-;ashington ~lational ~,!o..'1U."':ll:mt Socj.e"ties" the 

American Par~bod:-.r, :·rhich controlled the records Ci.:ld the monlL",:"ent, and the 

disposed old body- ;.;hich refused to recognize the leg-ul.i~ of fur.: aciion of the 

rival organization.. TO' further complicate natters, Architect :-:'obert :s.lJ.s, 

wo had been super-vising cop...struction si...'1~e 1[)4B, died on a"rch 7, 1855. 

The American ?arty neT .. r atter.rpted to co~lete the IlT.Onur.!el:t and during 

the period It3S5 to 1856 t.l-}e: .... succeeded in raising the obelisk 'b-,i four feet6 

from the 152 to the 256. feet 4 1/5 inch level, by using marble on the grounds 

that had been rejected by the master mason. These four feet of infcrtar 

stone pilus t-W'o additional feet Of' badl:'" ':Teathered s+...one later l).ad to be 

The efforts Of the American ?arty to, raise funds also failed. The 

Knc...r-1;o:'hing Party collapsed politically in 1857 and on October 20,lU5H they 

finally surrendered control of the old Socioty 's records to the former officers 0 

In an effort to prevent a re~etition o£ thi3 .... : d.ebacle6 an Act of Congrp.ss 

approved Februar".r 26, 1859,. incorpora:ted the Kashington national Uorntr."£nt 

I 
I Society fI for the purpos e of completine the erection non in progress of a 

........ _._. ,. ...... _. __ ~ ........ :_ ............. ~I" .... ""':'It"':.-.-...,.,- ............ _~_ .... -. ""~1 
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t' great National :~.nt to the memory of HaShingto.t the seat of the 

Federal Governrncnt~1t A nerr national fund drive in 1860 netted o~ ~ 880.52:0 

After the expenditure of about $ 300',000 from 1833 to 1B60~ priva:be efforts 

to cOr.1pletethe great :n.ollIumem to Hashington had f"ailed and the outbreak or 

the Civil. ~'Tar in 1861 made the continued existence of' Hashington's united 
9 

nation equalq dOljbtfu.l o 

40 ,The Unfinished Honument, 1860-1B76: 

Vt'he n construction on the monument ceased in 1856; the obelisk }-I.ad 

obtained a total height oJ: 156 feet 4 1/B inches.. T"ne shaft at it.s base 

was 55 feet ]}~ inches square and at its top 'the sides, averaged 48 !'cet 

9 5/8 inches in l.engtho The inte!'ior well ~s 25 feet 1 inch square. The-

aris of the shaft leaned o,ne and 3/4 inches to the nor-tho The thickness of 

the .... alls at the base i-lere 15: l'eet an.d at the top II f9'9t 5/16 inches 0 The 
10 

weight of the obelisk a.."1d its f01l..\"1dation i'las about 32.,l.U tOr-LB. 

Du.:-ing the: Civil ;·':ar (1861-65) this unfinished stub stood. untouched • 

The 37 acres of grounds surround:L"1g .... Tas: turned into an open grez:L'1g pen 

fCTI:' ca:tile, sheep, and pigs t.."lat i:ere used to supp~ ;neat for the Union 

Arrv~ A slaughter house, stables, and storehouses stood on the property 

and the areal 'Wc:.s kno:·m as th e liT;[ a3hingto~.!onunent Ga ttle Yard.lI The grouncis 
I 

als 0 served as: a re"7lount depot, as a caqJ ground, and as a drill ground 

for Union troops. 

" For 20 years" from 1856 to 1876119 t:d.s hollow-ove:l' siz.ed chiJ>ule-ojl 

stoon in its, unfinished stateo Hany did not admire it.s design. An edi 7.0::-

. of the New York Tribune c~,~tPd. on July 1,1875: 

9. The Hashington National Honument Societ-.r,horrever, loJaS more successfull 
in raising /" ," funcb than were sinri.Jar assottiations f~~e~ prior to. the 
CiVil "t:ar for the PlF,pose of erecting great cor.1i,1(-'11oratiile h?numents ~n ~he 
United Stateso Soc' ties formed at Trenton :in IlJ4J, at Benrun~cn,Vt., J.n 1553, 
at Saratoea( Old Sc~"lerville) ,HoY. in 1059 to COnstI'U~t heUDic.:c:aled ~a t'.:,~ 
};Jomlj';l€.nts ~'J:eTe unable to ri.se even enough rr.one"J to star-v construcu~C!1 pr~or r,o 
1861. 
10. "'leig.'1t of the slJaj:'t, 23,794 tons, weieht of the fOlmdation" 8,139 tons, 

v1eight of earth Oll foundation, 243 tons~ Total* 32 $1'(6 tons 6 

I 
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"The apar for a Fourth, of J~ contri.ftion to tho 

Washington lTonUTolent will not amount to· r.mch. Public judgement on that 

12 

abortiC?n has been IMde up. The country has failed in many ways to honor 

the meldny of its first President,. but the neglect to finish this l-bnurnent 

is not to be reckoned among them. A wretched design, a wretched location, 

and an insecure foundation rna tch •• elI. rl th its empty treas: ,Ury.1I 

. the centennial. observation of. the loothbirth~ of the United States 

was to once again revive public interes,t :in the 'Fashingtan Hontment project 

and to eiva its supporters one more opportunity to ccnvert c:: disaster into 

a brilliant success. 

5~. The !kl.tional Government Completes. the :-klmment on a lIel.f Pl...c.n: lll76-1G58: 
. atives 

1:. co!!lIlIittee vIas aw-ointed by t.~e House of Represe.'1tf\ to ~O!J..fer ",lith 

the \'Jash~gton l~tional 1·!anu.ment Societ:r and the Chief' of Bngineers, U.s. 
~p~,;"~a 

Arrv, in ,,187.3 to study the proble..i1S related ~o completing the obells.;:. 

Lieutenant -:;;. L. Harshall., Corps of Eneineers, sub.ut-ted a repor~ on the 

subject in lfaY 1874. lie reCO!:1.mended that the heieht of tile shaft be reduced 

from 500 feet to L~5 feet, due to the .:'act t..'lat the area covered by the 

fcunda tion ~·ras ir.sufficient to carry the loac. vri thout causing excessive 

pressures on the marsrv soil. 

introduced a conCUI"r'ent rasolution for the purpose of completing the r,on:zmeni. 0 

This I'esolution read in part: 11 ~~, the S'3na te and House of Repres6nta tives in 

Congress assembled, in the mme name of the I ~.l people or the United ~1x1.tes, 

at this, the begiruring of the second centur;~ of national eristence~ do assume 

and direct the completion of the yiashington Homunent in the City of Fashington 

and mstruct the committees on appropriations; of the respective Houses to 

propose suit;3.ble proifi~ions. of law to carry this resolution inoo effect."'.Jt' 
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· ... The resolution was passed ill. iJilCIUSly in two days by both Houses 

and in obedience to its instruction::. J. bill for the completion of tile 

v;ashington }Ionurnent was at once reported into the House of I F.epresentatives 

and was signed into law by ?resident .. • tr.E.ys ses 5 I) Grant on A uOlst 2 I 

1.876. This statute appropriated $ 200,,000 to continue construction on the 

monument" to be expended in four equal instal1r.rents. It also provided for 

~~e t~ansfer to the United Stat3S of the oWnership of the 156 foct portion 

of the shaft alreacW buil.t by the vl'ashington national !bnurnent Society" and 

f~'JJit created a Joint CoIlhlission to dL-roect and supervise the construction 

a:f the morrument). The Cor.u-nssion, which v;as to report annuo.lly to Congress 

on t..l1e progress of the "rork and the e::peniitures" .. ras es-tab:ished O!1 Septer.Jber 2" 

1876 and consisted of President Grant" Fctvo.l!..d ClE.rk, Architect of the Capitol, 

Ja.iiES G. Hill, SupeI"'risL'18 Arch:litect of the Treasj~l1:r , :3rig. C'~n. Andrei·, A. 

tt """'~ rt' • f f ~. "d-·
r 
6- .I.~.: .. ~ ~~ ~:'(J1)' r -. . t 1"' .... ~ '.1-'­

.o.u..~ ... eJP
, "ilJ.e 0 Lngmeers 1\ ana ;, J. "il',. ~orcoran, 1'l.I'S v J.ce-lTeSJ.uea" 

of the Hash:Lng:on National !bI1Ur.ient Socis;'.:r, To hand:i..e the details of 

construction, the Joint Cor.u:rission established a Building CO::Lllissio.'"t that 

consisted of the Architect of the Capitol, the Super-vising Architect of the 

Treasury" the Chief of Engineers, and the First Vice President of the 

Society. On June 25,1878" General Eur,lphreY3 delegated his authori~r to 

Lieute:-.ant Colonel 7howas Lincol."1 Case-.r:r Co::-ps of Engineers" ~·;ho becar.le the 

Arrrv engineer in charge of the project. Prior to this" on January 19, 1877, 

the Washin£;ton ~Iational i·A':)mt.-:tent Society f6~alJ~· deeded t.~e uncompleted 

obelisk and its grounds back to the the United Sf-a!:. es Goyernmento 

Since t.he early d.a~Ts of its construction, apprehension hc.d been felt 

about the foundation of the shaft. The Act of August 2,,1876 directed that 

a thoroggh stud;r be made o~ this subject. After careful. boring, eJC?JTIinations, 

) and tests of the earth of the site" a board of Arr.~t Engineers" in reports 

dated April J.D. and June 15,lD77, concluded that tho existinG foundation vIas of 



t, •• 

( ) • 1nsufficient sp~td and depth to sustain· the rleight of the proposed structure 0 

It W'as also stated that it was feasible to hrin6 the foun<.la.tiOri ~o the 
II 

required s tablli t:,r by- Ie hooping in'" the e~.rlh upon Hhich 1 t stood. 

As a; result of this stuctr" a. Joint Resolution of Congress on June 14,1878" 

at thorized the Joint Comr.tittee to expend $ 36,000 to give greater stability 
.~ '. 

# . ~ 

to the obelisk, so that the height could be safely carried to 525· feet" 

Construction on stablizing the foundation 'began on January 28,1879 

and continued until c:ompleted 16. months later an lsy 29,18eO. Planned and 

suPervised 'b.r Lt. Colo Thorras 
,,(1 J Gc1 

I.. Casey, the cost of this ..... .:as~; 94,!~73.&2 0 

Th:e. }!Crk consisted in enlarcing the area.: o:f the fou.ndati.·a by diGging away 70t 

of the earth under the old fountlaticn, ~nd to a depth of 13 feet 6 in~hes 

beneath it, and replacing this earth ;.n. th 2. j,:~-tss of concrete extc:1ding 18 

feet ·v."i.thm the outer edges of the old fO'.lnc1ation" a..i.d 2] feet J inches i·:ithout 

A.. ' the same line" thus gh"i.ng a nCi'l founeation l26 feet 6 inches square, and 
( . \ 

enare;ing the area of the foun(J.ation fron 6,400 s\{ilii.re feet, to 16,000 square 

feeto To distri~~! the pressure of the shaft .over this new foundation" the 

~oA'ic 
old rubble-stone/(as torn aiola:- from under the ,ralls of the shaft, and replaced 

by a. concrete underpir.ning cxtendine out into the ne-vl C{)m:.ete slab 0 I.'1 this 

work 5~ of the cubical contents of :me old stone foundation ;.Tas renoved" 2..'1d 

48% of the area of the shC'.ft undp..rnined. As finished" the n~·r founfl..ation 
=!So skillfully ,!as this substitution that the entL-e 

";-as 36 feet 10 inches deep; structure settled. o~· about two inches, . 

.- Hhile -;'!ork 011 the foundations,(Tas under-day" t~ro plans 
(~4. ~o . 

'\: alter the original Hills r design of the obelisk ~'rere 
A 

considered by the Joint Commission in 1878-79. The first vias subnitted by 

1Jl.. The board consisted of Lto Col. John Do' Yourtz,. Lt. Col. Q~cy A. Gil.more" 
and Lt. Col. James C. Duaneo 

12. A joint resolution of JUI\8 27,1879 appropriatccl. an additional $ 6h,ooo 
to co~lete the tas1: of strengthening the foundation. 
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: ) ". the Hunker F.ill l1:>nlL-'Jerlto Story proposed that the obelisk be corr.rerted 

in a giant and Olnate l : Lombardy TOHer." In order to. have constructed the 

shaft on the Story design some 4J.~ feet of the existing r.rom:mnent .. rauld have 

had to be taken down., in order to rebuilt. it again with the w.indo;.;:s located 

in the louer porti9n of the shaft just above the proposed loggia. After 

careful. consideration~ the Stor:'" pIan v!aS re-jected in 1879. 

The second planJl 5uggested by C-eorge R=r::ins }arsh, scho1E.r and then 
both I 

U.s. Hinister to Ita.lJ-, was: adopted .and"greatly aLtered and ir.1prove~the 

original Kill's design, ellminaj:r.ine the proposed f1..-1.t apex of "!:he cbel:isko 

Hu-shl ha.d studied the obelisks or C'-ncient E~pt and he sUGgest~d in lBVO : 

II Throw cut all the gi11.gerbr~ad of the :5..lls desibTI and leep an2.:- :'he obelisko" 

Based on his study of the best-~:nC".ir.. Lr;:-~ian obelisk~ he b.ad &lso 

deterr.-.ined ti1at their neights :;-ere alr.1ost P1·ec:..se~ ten ti:.~es t...'1ELj: base 

{ .. climensior.s. 'l':'1US if the base of the t-:ashinbton shaft ;'a.s 55 feet square at 

i 
-' 

the bs. se, t.'1e r.lom.:.r.:ent shO"..J.ld raise to a he:'g.'1t of 550 and not to 600 feet 

as proposed i"'1 the l-iilli deSign, or to or..l:, 500 feet as proposed in t..he 

r..cne'.r-saving plano In February 1879, ;·~sh fu;-ther suggested: "There "';rill, 

no d.oubt, be people i-iho ~-:i11 be foolish enough to insist on a peephole 

sOT.'le"l-mere; ar.d if the:.- must be grat.; f'ied, the \o:indo;., should be bf the e-...:act 

forn and size of one of the stones, and provi.ded .. ;ith a close-fitting shutter 

c olore d.- eJaict:ty like the stone" so th.J.t HhEA' shut it irould be nea=~ or 

13. George Perkins 12.rsh" lR01-::!..u62" l2.;~-er, diplor.1at" brill.ant scholar, 
and the father of the Conservation i'~D"e::1errt in the United States, tias torn 
at t,.Joodstock, Ve::.'l.lont, in 1801. Grc_duating fron Dartmouth CoJ2ege· in lD~O" 
he studied la-.; and .:as admitted to the bar at Burlington,Verr.lont, in 1825. 
Ire €lltered poll tics as a 1::hig in 1834 and i."'1 IBh9 was appointed 1-linister to 
. -: I::. 1'urke:T, in ·.-Thich capacity he ser".red until 185h 0 He became a f:epublican 
in ItJ56, and l.'rom lB60 until his death in liW2, was United States Hinister 
to Italy. H~i!'~h'S'ereat ser:o.n.'"l.l viork, l~n and Ir.?_ture, or ~v-sic<ll Geography 
as Hodified b"": Hur..an Action" :.;as first publisliCd. in l:mr !orl: Ci:'-· ir; l~.bL:. 
'Ihis· voltune b~ca..-:-,e botn tho opening bU11 and the intellectual bibie of the 
subsequent leaders of the Conservation ;:Overllent in the United S~'1.tes during 
the 19th cnntury. 

13 
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«I • qui ts i/iPerceptible from beJlov!oll 

'By April I9,1880, the Joint Commission far Campleti."1g the lrol'J1lTllent) 

, and 
the Building Comr.rl.ttee, . ~ the Congress, had agreed to adopt , "-1 ; . 

l·.al'sh's suggestions as to the hCight,- 55;;' ~eet, and that its form llould 

be obelisk of the proportions and the .dm!a:·is of' the siz e proposed by 

Mtrsh. 
; 

Hark on the foundations: w-as: completed c.-r !'B7 29,1880. <h JUne 7, 

1880,H'ork began on covering a portion of the net-r iounci:l.tion with the ec..rth 

that had been exca.va ted from. around a.11d beneath the original fou11d.ation. 

Tnis embank:rcr.t, completed on J~" 10, provi,c.ed a terra~ aro:mct the 

mornunent that i.-aS 30 feet w-:ide and 17 i'eet hig.~er t..~an th~ :l.evcl of the 

sU!T(Y'.lnding 1ando L'1. 1851 this terrace -,.;as f Ul·~h.(;r enlarged to forr,! a 

sqUare that .. -as 1."6 feet idde at the crest and 220 feet square 2.t "the 

foat of the slopes, 

L-westigation o:f ~he shaft revpa"ed that the S7-cnes set by th~ AnericaIl 

Party i..--r 1855-56 a top o£ :.ne shaft r.ad di sin-tgra ted and that the m2.l'bl~ faci11g 

had been disp1£..ced and spalledo ThTee cou=ses of these s"'venes, or six feet 

i.." heit;ht, ,;';ere re:.ioved from. the top of the obelisk bet,',een Jul:~ 15' and J.:llbl.lSD 

2' ,1880., thus reduCing tne r:onur:ent to a height of 150 feeto The task of 

setting new stone on the obelisk ~..Ctrtod on August 7,1880 .:lIi.d ~. the end of 

the year 26 feet n.:J been added to the height of the !'IcmJ.Ir.e~·.t, thus bringing 
finc-grai.."1ed "mite 

the s haft up to the 176 foot level" '!'he new" marble ',las provided under. 

contract b:,.r H'Ugh Sisson fror.1 the same E(;c.ver'i1am. c';uarry near B~ltill1ore that 

had furnish the mz.rble for the first 156 fect. From 'the Oto the 15'0 

feet level the Iilf:rble was. back~r blues-to~eneisS;J from 'thE) 150 fe~t level to 

the 4:;2 .foot level the marble facing '-laS backed by rim; Er..glnnd granite, 

and the remainine 103 feet of the shaft, .from the h52 to: the 555 foot 

(' .) levels )"vTaS constl'Ucted entirely of T'l2.rbleo 
.' • • 1 
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"The sha.."11 reached !. 250 foot leve1 in 1681, 1il e ! foot level m 

1.882, the 410 foot level :in 188,3, and the cap stone was afi:r.ed 

at the 5;;;); f'eet ). 1/8 ',' inch level on Dccember 6, 18Blh The sha.ft of 

tr..e obe1isk~ Soa feet 5 ')/8 inches high and the /1 py-ramidion or apex 
~ . ..:.. " 

w~ 55 feet ta.ll~ The shaft at the top ~~ 34 feet 5:!;2 inches square and 
The weight .. of the sh:::.ft is 81,120 tOJ"lD an...cl.~Jtf the fonndationjS36,912 tons. 

its walls at this point are J.l~ feet thick •. I\· The cx>st of construction 

from 1848 to 1884 was approx:L-nat~,. $ 1,187, 7l.0.a:r.e Of this: smn" the 

Wash1...,~on Hational !·ronwnent Socie~'" had provided about $ 300,000 and the 
. 14 

U.S, Congress: $ 887 J 710.3:r.. 

On F b "1 If"<j8c' -.J " . ,n' thri..... "'1· r ... e ruary ~, , ?, . asnll1gc on s l.iJ..r !v.cJ.,Y-, ' ... le .·.ommenu 'I-;as 

forrnal1y dedicated by President Chester A. Arthur in the p::'esence ~ 

several descendants of the ~';ashineton farriJ:.y', and a vast t,hrong of visitors 

fron ail over the nation. T'nus ,-85 ;.)-ec:.rs a.fter its oriGir..::l proposal in 

Yay 1800, Congress sa ... the conpletion of a norr.1T:1ental-zized I:re:-:orial :'0 

George fiCl,shington. 

Three Ll'Ore years of' -.:ark, hm;ever ~ W'e!'e required to conulete 
1;.,,"'1"" vt! . 

the inlEriO!' of the obelisk and the grounds, before - . visitors could . J\ .• 
......... ~ 

be adnitted to the mOl11lr.":ent. In 1885 the \ original doar'Hc?vs in the shaft 
~ w 

were redesigned and modified. I.'P'l accordance' wi til Robert :ti.lls f original 

design, two large Egyptian dOClI"~;ays~ each 15 feet high and 6 feet ~d.de, h~d 

been built into the east and tlest ele\~tior.s of the obe~isk prior to 1854. 

Eacb door .;as surmounted. by a heavy pediment and an entablature upon VThich 

was carved a Hinged ball and me asp. In 1885 the projecting janbS1j. 

14. Because of the fenter.nia.l and apparently because' the r.10ffilIilent associations 
had 1eCl.rned hOWi to lobby effective~ ,Congres~ via,S also fPpropriat;-~~, ~beral 
sums of r:roney to eI'lJct other great monlIr.Ients JJl me 18f,Os8Gongress/lprov~cied . 
$ 100,000 to erect the Yorktcr.:n ~1onu.';1ent at !or}:tmm, Vao, :in 1880; $ 70,000 
to built the Sc.rc;.toga. Battle !'Dnur:lCnt at Schu;rlp..rv:i.lle,!J .Y o 1..., lD8l and lUSh; . 

;, ) $ 40 000 to help erect the Bennington Bnttle Honu.T;lent at Be:ruri.-'P'lgton, Vt. jn 1880J 
and $ 30,000 tow-a.rds the Q... onstruction of the Trellton Battle :1or:HInent at TJ;'enton, 
R.J. in 1884. State . legislatures- also voted considerable sums of :;ronej." to 
help. comitr'.lct alJi of these mOUnV!M~llts ~ ;.d .. th the except:ion of the one at 
YorJ;tam. ..." . 
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, entatAlature, and pediments: w.ere dressed down to the planes of the 
I . 

faces af the abaft, and the west- ~oor:'JC"J: "i~S ',rolled up vrith lafge,. , 
such as vas used ~ thelac~g the lower part 0 ~ne wallso 

.grained marbleJ " The east entrance, now the only doorvray to the obelislj:, 

was reduced in height from 15 to 8 feet, and .ras closed by tvro marble 

doors: or slabs,revolvine upon heaV1· bronze hinges, the 'l-leight of each 

" 
leaf, over hal.f" a ton, be:ing suppor...ed upon· a steel friction rollero 

Also installed :in 1885 -W'd.S a electric lighting plant to light the interior 
with 7C;' .~candescent electric lar.:ps , 

of the morrumentl\ :lig.~tning conductors' or rods" and rorble S!n.ltters- on 

the nine -;.;indoW'S in the py-rrunidion. In l8U6 the interior iron s":.aircase 
&. Coo 

with 898 Jteps :·;as completed in Apr:il; otis Brothers/of r,je~i ;:ork City 

a:liso installed a steam,:"operatered pE.szenee~ elevator in the shaft; and 
2;;­

the Docr inside ~~e mOl1U.';!.e1!t -• .-as p:;.-,,-ed. '(D. th blue stone flaCGing. 

A stone one-story' boiler house~ constructed of J:efuse granite and narb1e, 

'WaS built at a point located :'50 feet S')Ut.. .. L(Xest o.f the ~01i!1ent ur1der 

cont...-act -w"ith: \,:-nl:iam Bradle:: a.f :·:ashi..'1gton,IJoCo at Cl; cost of :;: 6,991.:.58. 
and ing 

A pipe t1.1I1Ilel, located ber"eath -:'he S'U.1"fc:-:.ce of the . ground, connect! l the 

boiler house and engine house' .~.~ b~- an brick arched passacevray th..""ee 

feet ;dde and 4: feet 3 inches high 
". . ----, 
(_-_,.Q_' _th __ th_e_IilO_, _ffiUn_._...'.:en\?ras also c mpleted 

:in 1886. This tunnel carried on its floor the steam pipe ta and the 

e:;r.haust-pipe froTli,the engines at the , foo.t of the r.1on~l!ilf'nt. The eng:i.ne 

house, vrr:ich accommoclP.ted the d~no and enGine used for lig."lting the 

interior of the shaft, ;.;as' rebuilt and e:-'.lart;ed ill' 1El86. This ::;tr'.lcture, 

located on the terrace at the foot of the montunent, (las built of iron 

and masollr",{ and has a C'Opper covered roof. The total cost of the heating 

1.5. The C'Ost of this interior "ork in 1885-86 was as follo:rs: e1cc:tric l:i.eht: 
plant, $ 1,872 .00; Iron .,ork for interior ste.irs and pL.',,:I;fOl'InS, ~, 20,591 .. 00; 
Lightmi.ng rods,. $ 1,271.00.; rorblp. for door .. .-ay, $ 1,3'75'000; inscrtin6 53 
memorial blocks or stones in interior wall, $ 1,825.00j and in:r~lling 
passenger steaI.'l elevator, $ 2,740 000. Tatal, ~ 29,674;0 
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plant, includjng the boiler heuse, ,uro hew boil~ the pipe tunnelJ 

steam pipes, and the' rebuilt. en~-I1e'houso, \-Tas $ 16J!598o,.O. 

IEl1887 11:. more memorial: stones ,;:ere inserted in thr interior 
an 

walls and" apron o£ granolithic pavement 10 feet wide toms laid about 

the .foot of the shaft tp pr~.rent the YGshing out of earth by storm 

wa.ters. The chief project from 1887 to l5Pa, hO'fTE!'Iler, ioTas the placiP..g 

of seIne 25'0,000 cubic yards of" earth aboUt the base of the mcnu.":1ent and 

in Babcock Lake, 1-1hich 
16 

$ 97,500'.00 .. 

was located just to the r!orth ell it, at a coe,:.t of 

The purpose of this fill ~':as to.. blend the terrace' of 

the moul1Jr:ent tJith the surrounding :b.nd so c..S to give the :·:hole area 

a natural appearance. 

'rne mom.unent iol'aS affica11~"l opened to visitors 0:1 October 9,188t. 

Total cost of construction of t~e r.onu."'1ent and l..-:provenent of t:w Gl'oundS' 

~·rashil1~on ~rationa1 !1:>numen~ So~iet~· had ~o:rtributeci acou-:' t 300,O:"X) and 
~7 

the U.s. Congress $ 1,.109;;;00 •. 

marble lodge house COllst:''Jctea at their m:,;} ro:per:se- at a point about h80 

feet to the east of the morr •. lInento Designed by ... "l~ chitects ~!illiam }I. 

Poindexter eo: Camparv of ... :c..shinC:'on, D.C. and erected at a cost of ~ 11,,650, 

_ the lodge house j.;as trar.zfe:::-red by the Socie'~Y to the jurisdiction of the 
, ..I 

t!1ited States in l8890 VisitorS' to the I1omu~IEmt i~ere assel':b1cd at the 

lodge and ,·!'hen a sufficient rD..u:-.ber had conf;rcgated
J 
the~- ,·;-ere escorted \tiy a 

g-.rl.de to the mtmument. 

17 e 1'... See Appendix No.2, for ~linual " appropriations, 
and expenditures., 1848-~e8[3~c.I~ro[;T€SS of c'onstruction mld tote.l cost~. 

16., Lieut. Col. John H. v.'ilson, Corps f)f F.ngincers, .:as in charge of 
work on the r.rotnUr.ent a.nd grounds aft.::r April h>188U, ,men Lieut o Gol. 
Thor:os L. Casey was relieved of his duties as eng:i.r.cer-in-charge of the 
projec{~ at his o-,.;n request. 
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All wou on the monument and grounds: 'V~.lS completed by Docember 18[;8. 

The Joint Comr.d..ssion fo=- the Completio..."'l of the Horru:m.ent wag dissolved 

at its own rE:Xlues't by A:ct of Congress approved O:::tober 2 .. 18883 and :'he 

Secretary of ~·rar .... as· charged with the custody, care, and protection a:f' 

themomllnent thereafter. From October 9,18[;8 to 1912 a total of 3, 73h"lJ.l9' 

people visited the top of the r.JOnUment, averaging about 155,,600 persons 

a year. The 50th millionth visitor visited the obeli.sk on 113rch 7 .. 1969. 

6.Alterations to the ~funument, lBo9-!978: 

. ¥S88i) ;:hen the monument Has opened to visitors, it took passengers 

riding on the steam elevators; 12 minutes to reach the top. Tile electric 

elevator installed in 1.901 reduced this riding ti1ne to rive minuted .. 

linproved electric e1eVC'.tor5 were used in 1926 and 19590 The present riding 

tinE to the .top is one minute. 

Th~ first exterior searchlights Here placed in use in 1929. Later 

red aircraft-warning· signals began flashing from the observation vr.i.ndot-Ts, 

and" in 1958, from holes cut just above the HindoHs for better visi~ility. 

In 1959 ne-rT fl<?odlif7.ts of more than 92 ... 11illion candlepmrer were i.''1.stalled. 

Also in 1959.7 a giant dein.u:d.difier viaS instaUed in the basement of the 

ll1OI1Ur.1ent and this ended an old. Homunent Iil~OF1enon - the- moisture 

condensation thc.t had long precipitated as indoor rain. 

T-rTice :In its life time (1934 and 1964:) the great vThite marble shell 

o:f the obelisk has been repaireLi. al.:! scrubbed frOJ!1 base to tip. 

Bars 'Were. first installed in the observation vri."'1.dO\;s in, 1926 to 

prevent suicides (o.f vThich there have been five) and in 1961 safety glass 

was also placed in these vli.'1dCT,TS at the 50L: foot level. to prevent thouehtl~ss 

visitors from tossing objects out of these openinge 
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? The }lonuments a~ds: ao P.ecla':L':ti..ng r.s.nd,1~901: 21 

From 1848. to 1901~ the Wc.shington Honument stood in what the 

editor of the ~ Tork Tribune accurctt e1~r decribed in 1875 as II' a 

wretched location," - .on 'loW" marshy !and, with the vraters of the 

Potomac River to the west and of rake Babcock to the north almost 

reaching the fOlmdations of the obelisk. In 1882 the Congress' made .. 
the first of' a series of appropriations to provide ferr the re'cl.:amation 

a:,..J. 
a:r these Potorna,c ~idal flats marshes that lay :ir.mIed.i£.tely to t.he ~'!,,?-5t 

" and south, of the monument. 
--- - ~~ 

/ 
'" Fro:n. August 1882' ta' July 1912 the Corps: of Engineers expended 

a total of $ 3J1388~500 to crmte 739 acres of new- land. The tidal 

_ basin was completed in ;-nrch 1890; 412' acres of l-mat is nOW" kn~m as 

West PotOJ'llCl:C Park 'i-TaS finished in 19m CI:Q.,d t.~e 327-a.c:re area nO'"tf 

kn~ as East PotOI!'ic Park was :recL'?tir.ted: in August 1911.. 

The 412 acres of neoN land irr' wtvt is nmr West ...... :f l%tOIi'..a.c 

. Park made it possible by 1901 to greatly ilrIprove the setting of the 

r:ashington Honument by landscaping and developing the area as: a: public 

park. Consideration of improvenents began in 19000 

.' .,. 
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b. The '"HcHjJJjan pla.n.J900-1212. • 

Orr Decer.mer 12';1900~ C'ommer.roratj_ve exercises- celebrating the Inoth 

anniversary of the removal. the seat ~f the Fc \'l.er~J. Gove:-::::ent fron 

Philadelphia: to v1 as hingt on,D oC. opened at the: vIM te House and Ga piPll 0 

Th~ keynote o:f the celebratior. wa;s the improv.e!'lent of the District of 

Colu.iIb:La. in ~ mJ~er comr.lenm:rate' l-r.ith the ~gnity 2.nd resources of 

- the United St.ates" ,·rhic-.h was t.~en beginning' to emerge as a \·rorld pmnero 

The k.erican L'1stitute oi' Architects Horked with the Senate· 

Cor.u:ti ttee on the District af' ColUIl".bia to prep~re: a general plan for 

the developiilert a.f d! public park system for the District. A Senate 

sub-cornmi ttee was <lppointed to handle this task ' and it became knOVlI1 as 

the l-,81:ilJim Comr.ti..ssion~ so !l@"1ed after Senr,tor Janes, B. ltc..!·fLl1.an. 

Experts reC'O~,]'!!e:lrl.ed by the J\.;"':1erican lnstitutc of Architects were. 

engaged by the UcHillan Co~ss:ion to help prepared a rnster p1zno 

Four noted. Americans- Architect Daniel Ho Burn.~am of Chicago, Frederick 

Iaw Omstcad,J .r.~landscape arc.:"itect of B:COOY.lir~}!a.ss., ',.' architect 
~ 

Clla:'le~ F. I~K:L'1 of New' York City, and icu1ptor AUguSt-IS Saint-Gaudens~ 

also Cf Hew York City, JTBde up this Park or Burnham Comulission. 
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After E!"'.A-tensive stuc.y here and in E~ope~ the Pc.rl: Co!'lMission 

proposed the- res-'"vOra tion cr.f Lo 'Enfant's GTancf Avenue on a di.-er:t line 

connecting the Capitol and the VTashi.'1gton Homun(>nt w'"ith the great 

greenSi.:ard; and fcru.r rows of· _elms bor~ering it. Burnham 1'11'Ote: 

'
r.T "r' '~~._ d.1.. t . ta.. ~1.. t . 

"N9 pr"'pr.se"a great ,cflen VJ.S1.Ido an uua VJ.S ,~s ttle grea arch~'tectural 

featiL.-e,. if i·;e ro?:'.y spe?k Olf landscape vT?rk as C?.Tchitectur2!l. ~e center 

is to b~ grass, like a; gr<)3n cc:.rpet, pith ro,,~ctwaJ!i or. ec:::ch side, overhung 

by trees. The width! of the 1~ frOr.1 buiJc]jng to building is :3l ." ... _, 
~ 

"' little grea·ter than the length rCJf' ~he Capit.ol$ <l!:3 it shcul.-1 be. The 

J!all buildinGS: forn the C;.rc..~itectural lines 'Hhich !earl up to the Capitol .. H 

Accepted' by Senator 1--t::i-a l1;:!1,Chairnan o:f the Senate Cor:mttee err. 

''-h.o ll~ st.,...: c+ of' C" " .• .".,'1-.; ~ ,.,c.", ""'" _ ~_ ....... '" _ 1_~,!!J_o, ........... ,. . pr'€!Zented his repor-:,~ ,,' . . :.-

," • _o.-.. :..!. ,. __ . 
" • .-: --... ··"'4 

15~1902 0 This beCd.J"'7le mown as: th~ l~ti"J;;:n pIan for 19(k;' for tl;.e· 

"improvp.T:1ent o:f the Fark System err the District of ColUlilbia:.tI 

notEd: 

With regards to t.~e i';ashington Hon".lmerrt, the Hcl.fi 11 ian plc:.n 

In 1901 the immediate surroundir.gs of the 1.~on-
ument were so inadequate as to ca:J.se 'iJle beholder \ 
nea.r at hand to lOGe that very sense of gra...Tldc"..l.l' 
which it inspired from a distance. The lack of 
~onious relationsr~p betrl~en it and the grest 
structtl.r.Cs with which it. (;1.:::: into juxtanositio:l 
di,sturbed one's sensc of fi·~ness. No portion of the 
task before the Cammiasion l'equired more study and 
ext~nded consideration th-'3ll had the soluticn of the 
problem of devising an ap'Orc'priate setting for the 
Mon~ent. The '"reat!::.:mt here nro'Posed Vias the 
one which seemed best adapted. to enhance the va.lue 

,or th~ Monu~ent itself. Tak=n. by itself, the Mon­
ument stnr.ds not only as one of thp. most stupendOtlEl 
work~ of man, but also a3 onl~ of the most beautiful 
of human creations. It is ~t once so great and so 
sllnnle that it seems to b~ o.:'.:nost 0. work of na'ture • 
DlJridnatir1;: the entire DJ.stri( t uf Colu.rr.bie., it ha.s 
taken its pl~ce with tr.e Capitol and the White Hc~se 
as one of the three foremost nati,'J~1O.l st1."Ucturel'J •. 
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As to the proposed treatr::c:lt of the i"brru:r.ent grounds, 

the Hd1iUan pl.3.n recor.::-rendEld: 

b., ,~ Wns~inc;tQl1.lt(mum~!1t .-~From this 
croos axis the carpP.t of ~ee~a...-d. of the Mall 

, stret~hes westward.. The bordering columns of 
'elms march to the 1.~on~ent grounds, climb the 

. slope and'spread thernselvp.s to rigL~ ~~d left on 
e:denied terraces to form a 6-'ellt bcdy of green, . 
stren.rthening the broad, platfonn f!'::>tl which the' 

,obeli.3k rises in ~jestic serenity. The groves 
on the terraces would bec~c Dlaces of rest, from 
which onp. 't'Jould get .. ide views of t.:le busy city: 

'. of the White Eouse, surrOlmded by it,s ample grou..'1ds; 
·~f the Cauitel, cra"7.dr~ tae heights at the end of 
the brood vista; of s\l..CnY strctchc~ of river winding 

. ," at the, foot of the Virginia hills • 

. Axial rela.tions between the VlCitc. House a,nd 
, the, MmUItent Yicre ci-ee.ted by the cC:l.Struction of 

" 'a sun~~en gard.~n en the r.estern side of t!1e gr'?at 
shaft, the trlle. line oas3ir:.g throW::1. ~1~ center 
of a ~TTeat reund nool to T.hich marble steDs lead 

. , dO"iVIl -Torty fe~t from tn2 Monument D.!.'l:-:for:!l. Stll'­
roundi~d : by-terr:=.ces bearine el:ns,. ld:'d out with 
forma: ;atr~ lined by hedges and adJr~ed with 
small trees, er~ic~~d ~y i~untaiDB~d tcople-like 

! atructl:.!:es, the l~on'..l.'Ter:t Gtlrdens weald become the i 'gem o~ the U,.~ll systeci.·· • '. . . 
I 

Seen i':!-O!!l the lC~'1er le';~l, th~ ].fom.l.G!ent would 
. gain 1m additional height of nearly 45 feet, while 
tlt th,! same tiID~ not!1ingo i"iculd be: ello',ied to cc:ne 
So near as to disturb the i~olation v;~ich the' 
lIlDnum.mt demar!ds. 

The formal e<I'-den~Hnich tlas. to be located bet,reen t.'1e Ihnunflnt 

and 17t~ Street~ .,as to serve three arcl1itectural yr..trpC!ttQS : 

1. It "ras to be the connecting lifl'y' bct;'Teen the 113:11 developncnt 

on the ea'zt and the propo::;~d Lincoln li:rnorial development on tho .·rest~ 

v."hich due to the coni'iguraticrn of the g:-ound were pl.."l.ced 0., different 

levels, the ?hJ.1 beine some 23 feet higher. 
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2. It ~i<lS to open and. accentuate the North...5outh Axis ~hroubh 

the White House al.ong the }~!'"ida:n of.' \·:ashi."1gton. 

3'. It was to furnish- a setti.'lg at the base o.f thA lbma.18nt" ~"'hid1 
's 1'(1< CI "'-'11 ...... i 

wnen "\!'imi&. froM the vTest HOL'lD I~JrE A FORlta.lit:>r COr:m1el13Urate vrith 
A 

the surrou."1d.ines of the Lincoln !'~moria1 0 

As the- eAP.c'.ltio!1 a:f t.~is part of the !Jreject .' / involved' a' very 

heavy fil1 ecsst of the Mcml..":l~nt tog-ather Hi th ro.. ..... ~~si1re and. deep 

excava:tion to the l'!est thereof~ the question arose Cl:3 to the ;ross:.ble 

hazard to the 3ta.bility o.f the j,!c:1'.L17lent that rrLight: result .n·on the 

- :frr 1930 at corm:ri..ttee of enginee:-s Has appo:L""ltcc: to i~c.:;t::"cc:te and 
, 18 

. intervals 0 

These borings disclesd. the e,.;:;.s.c:"", of "' ""s:>eeted t'itherl.O 

unknor,.rn stra;t-.. l.il1 of blue c:t:.:,· ~ 2.V{lro.ging ho feet in thic!:r..C3S-'·.:.....,,:c~l~ '16 ~-...e 

bed of sand and gravel UpD:l which the ~t>l1uT:1ent rests-" -:::.nd <:fter an 

. +. ,.. +' ..l.:... • "'h . . 1 31 ..l e:maus "lve anaJiYS1.!,; 0_ con;..(L vlons.1 u e eng:LI1A9!'S J..n 9 reporte\l 

utifavorably as to t,1.e execution 0:'-' the i1ropa5ed sur}:t=ln g;;q:: .. j.lc;r! plan. 

The formal garden plan Has thus never carried into effect. The 

Monu."TlBntls surrcundings,.l10iTVeUr" have been va~" :i1;;proved ~ince 1900, 

when the Hall area Has an unsightly clutter' of rai~'oad tracY.5, hilpMzard 

build.L'1gs" marshes "and tidal fIats. 

The vlashington lfumunent vlas adr.rinistt3red by the Office of Public 

Buildings and C'rTounds to 1925' and then by the ot!fice of PLlulic Buildings 

180 This cOi.mttee of li:rriry Engineers "<.:.s comprised of :LicutoCol. Ul~"sses 
GTant"III; lbjor Douglas 1[. Gillette; 1'~. J. Vipond: Davies" Hr. Iazarus 

v:hi te" anc::. !.!r. John t. Hagle" tIle :i:ast three being civil '2ngincers. 
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and Public Parks • 'I .. , " ,',' of the National Ca~tial until August 10,1933, 

Hhen the obelisk and its 106 0 01 acres of' Fec!era~r mmed land- ;} w.ere 

tran§ierred to the ?l'~tiona1 Park Service <a' 

<:0 Exist:L'"lG C oncii tions- : 
'1ne gram te bOl-ler house,. cor.rpletecI :in 1886 and. located about 750 

feet southwest of the monument, noW' serves as headquarters for the .. 
National Park S~vice l'B:ll Operations Officeo The brick tunnel, built 

in 1886 to ca.rr-y the steaIT.·~ pipes .:.: :' ; from the boiler house to the 

:monument, has been blocked of~ at both ends. The marble Fashinf:,'ton 

¥.cnument Iodge, fini~hed in lSU9, is now used as: a OOtrvenir store and 

an addition made to the rear serves as a snack bar; both of these 

~acilities are operated by . ~ concessionaires. 

The Jefferson Pier v;h.ich 7ho~as Jefferson had crec~ed as a Marker 

at thE intersection of lli'"les ciue south of the ~'I11ite F.ouse .;.rrl eme 1-Iest 
t'" 
\ -:' frOI:1 +"he Capit·~a1 stands about· 100,' feet hO::---uhYrest of t."e monll.":1ent • First 
\j 

set L'1 place in 1810" the pier vi i removed subsequently but dlas 

reinstalled in I9250 

--. ~ _. .. . ...... "': '.' '~".. .., .. .,., .. ". 
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G~gher, 

" , 

T. H.Ho Pierce" r.obert· Hills~ Architect of the i'lashinr,ton 
11onurnent, 17tJJL-1B5::> (Ifew YorK, N.Y." 1935) 0 

-- .-_._---_. __ ..... - ... ~. 

and tonnclle Aikman, George \'iashington, Han and ?bnument 
( WCilshington National 1-!onU1oont Association, Hashin~on 
, D..C .,,1965). 

tT__ .,.. de . • 'T' ( ) U'~ ,j. f . h . r \.., • ..to !T t· 1 nC1_~-\I ey r re r:LCK..uo C'Ol"!p 0 nJ..S vory. 0 1:.. ~ ,', &3 .a.ng von ," ~O'l~ 

lfontLT:'1ent Societ~(i-Ja~r.~ington;n .C .,1903) 0 

Senate DOG-u..-nem 1:0 .. 22h, ~7f ... ~ Congr.~ 2d Sess. 
(aJ eric;J'. No. !.!i.0 6 ) 

---' ---

Olszewsld., Gecrge J., A Hi:::::'cr;r of :'he ~';ashinGton I!omL'1!er:t lEt!l-
19 0ffice c~ i-iistc:r:r ar.u. Eistori.c Ar~r,.i tecture, 
~asterrD Se:t.'""t~e Center, NatioT".::tl Park Scryice" 

i-!ashine:'on, n.c., Apr:il 1971). 

rn ,. G J .~. t f"'h 1~ lJ T'T" •• _-"" ..... (' ('""'~': .LO v.:...szews.n" eorge ., nJ.S ory 0 v e .~ _,' C.S!"'~'6von2~.\.I 0 v:.~ ..... ce OI 

History ahc. riistoric ArchituTe, B~ste!"Il Ser.r:i.ce 
Center, Eational P.:.=k Service, : .. rashint;ton,DoC." 
March 1970). . 

Washington 11onQ~ent Society, A Brie:t Histor? of t!:e 1·iashin .. ton 
Nationi'l ,·.orm!1pnt .3C~i<"2t'"r, i.Ji t~ ~ B~ ocranl'dr-1 

List of the Dr::; cers ;mel ':-k;:;ber;; ;':' t~~ ~~~i ;;: 
1833-1)51 (H.?ticnal RlrK ~e ... iDice .. i·:asti..'1f:;ton," 
!) ".c. ,196.2 ) 0 
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Momunent IDcation 

• Washington IBaltimOre, 
Honument l·ki. 

.·Bunker Rill IChar1es8 
~jJn\lment tovm,l{ass 0 

APi~;~!DIX NO. 1- Checklist of chie£' 19th Contury- J1lCllnol'ial mommon Ita 
of heroic f;cale-·· 

C OI:lr.el,~Ora tod 

Georgo Hash­
:iJlgton's sorvices 
as Gelleral, 
177) 

Battlo of Bwu:er 
Hill,Jilllo 17, 
IT6. 

,----<.>-.-- ,---·---·-- .. ----1 -m -----ron Descr on 

Robort l.f:i.llu I 181)-1829 

T,oar.urtt Baldlcil1 1825-1842 
&; Solormn 
Hillard 

:{; 203,76h.081 Hc1.rb1e Doric column 
16) feet high on a 
rectan6rular base, 
17' sta,tu"J of Wash. 

$ 156,218.141 Granite obelisk 
2211 5" hiGh and 

. 30 feet square at 
base. 

vlashinLrton 'a Robert Mills & l8h8.1888 $1,409,500.0 Hhite :narble .. opelisk, 
servicos as George perkin] 55:5 I S 1/8" high and 
gCIlol'a1 unci. Harsh 55 feet (iquan" at the 
first President bf.lso o 

,r ----~--------------
4. Saratoga 
att1e lnnument 

chpylerville 1\10 Bat tlos of 
(Old Saratoc. a), Saratoga, Sept-

.Y II I ember 19 and 

J .C. HarlchD.m 

IOrstonn, 
IfYl7. - . 
Shaft, 10 O}", 
10U2. 1890 

$ 125:,000: 
Granite obelisk 154 
feet high, adorned 
\lith Ruski..'1ian Gothic 

5.Yorktmm 
Victor;r 
;~onurnent 

Cctobor 7,11'(7 &: 
Surrer.cler,Oct.l7, 
1771 

French Alliance of I Riehard liorris 
177B-U) and Victory Lunt, J. Q.A.W 
at Yorktovm,October Van Bnlllto 
19.17810 

J 0 Fh:i~i.pp. 
Rilll1 

Jar:l(~S . H. 
Duncan 

'-:::~~' 

1881-85; 

113117-1089, 
1U91. 

1U91-

By ConLTess 

$100,000 

$90,000 

:{; 60,000 

,-... "I:;",,1B!"n-...... -.~.9,...;::;:;-:r,,;t.: 

revival ordamentso 

o ftosqua .. :o at baseo 

\{hi te marbl e 
collliT~ 95 feet ta11~ 

topped by female 
statue of "llbe .. 

Lirne3tone obelisk 
306 feet higho . 
ft.square at base. 

granite 
150. -foot fluted colwnu 

,toppod by hemlic: size 
statue of "lashingtono 

'" 0> 

~~~_l,,-c,:"e:; 

r 

I 
i . 
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CO~. tIC ';.' Trw .ANn WffiALAPHlOPRIATa COOTS OF FCR c . • Itj:.z.8-1W38 t' ( ) ""-
, THE tvASHDIGTOi'I l·fOI-JU:P.NT 2 

Fe dtt:"l';' a.l l' ee-Li H.eign~ 01 ~ .. ~ 
'_.' 

i.....-..- . Expended bv Amount Expended Appropo added Shaft .. 
r. 

.1848 .... ··' 1/E' 
., 

Washington lrcttianal ~ JOO,CXXl 0 156' 4 156 .. ' 4 1/0 ~. 

1876 lbnument Society "" "I 

~ 

1876-88 
~; 

UoS. Gavernment (, 
't 

Date of ApDropo ~ 
I ~. 

1873-80 August 2,1f/:lti $ 94,473.92 ... 
200" -6' ISO' ~ . 

'+' !Ii. . Strength- .~ . 
ened I "1 

foundations 
! 

1880 J~ 16 :r 18Ba 154,929.57 150,000 26 176 "", 

I 
,,~ 

1881 March 3',1881 :r50,285:.67 150,000 74 250 
, 

-
1882 Atri1 17,1882 153:,585'0)6: 150,000 90 340 : 

I- e" 
188) March 3,1883- 119,.G71.53 250,000 70 410 ~ 

r' i , 
\) 

1884 - 21U,56L.31 a J.lS: ~ ..... , :; l/~ ~. ... ;);J 

,~ 
For sha.ft: Subtotal: ~ 1,,187,710.31 900,000 !i05: 5:'~ , ~ Vel t 

;)) ~ 
~I 18L8-1BB~ ----_ .. · ., 

1885 Harch 3,1885 ~39, 717.lL: 75,000 0 To COI:1?let.~ 
I ~' · " · .. 

!3~ruc~u:-e 
, 

" intel'io:::" & '. 

1886 August 4,1886 46,1060 68 57,000 0 grounds !~ 
I ) · ~~ I;'! 

1887 Harch 3,1Sa7 42:,535.26- 50,000 0 " II , ~: 
1888 Q::tober 8,1888 44,853~94 27,500 o· grotu1ds I~ 

I .' ." 
:~, 

Open Oc:t. ; ~; 

Total,luh8 188a $ 1,409,50Q.00 <to 1,109,500 0 9,18f.8 ! ~: .... 
~ 
~~ 

~: 
~ i r', . I. 

, . ~1: ;.'\ J. * -.. ' " ',: 'I. . ·1:~···~;;-.:·:p:i ( 
.... - . .. "':.J: ') '! .... '": . 

~ . 
• ! 

~, 
~ 

-- -,- -..... - --...... ~------- _ ..... " --._---_ .. ---_ .... .•.. _ ... ,. .. - ... -",- ... _-_ .... -, ~ •• ""'4"""}I1"I:'" ••• ,""' ••••• 0;: .......... ~-...--.-.- ---I"':'"I " 'M . • -. '.' 
"0 .,~. 9:;' .~ : " .':'.~',< ~ 'c' rj~f:. ~j' , • ...,.~I'..'- ,> .,;: .... <' • ~<. i) • .:- .' ,. ,'·-.fr' . """W: '!' "Y" /')0'1,,_",' ;.,"r.\~.;", /.,.~.,.:: '''': ... /''.:~'''''' .. ,' o (. ~ ': •... ,;'i0 'J> \ '." ~,'", ',' 



DOUGlASS BR . 

1:24000 
i-------. E =c ~ E+A e====r-:~~- __ =:! MILE 

1000 0 1000 2000 J()JO..OOO !>OOO - 6000 7000 fEET 
ECE H EO - ==:L e-== - 1- :=::J 

I .!> 0 I KILOM[ T(R 
e=r:=I===r=e=r-I=C"'""E"r:-r:;;?-=.:::.-...---=::...-:..------ --.,.3 

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET 
DATU~I IS ~IEAN SEA LEVEL. ~ 

OEPTH CURvES AtlD :;OUNOINGS IN HET-DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER 
S"O~ElINE S .. 'J .... N R(PRES[NIS fll[ Af'PR()""'''( Uh[ 0; M(AIl HIGH WAIER MARYlAND 

THE "'['~ RIPIGE Of liO£ IS AFI'ROXIMAIllY 28 HCT . 

RO,t-

Heavy-duly ___ -=_ 

Medium-duly __ .-= 

o Interstate Roule 
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.~ • GROWTH 

OF THE MONUMENT 

,; 

555 fEET 5"" I~CHES 

410rEET 1----1 

J40 FEET I----l 

250 FEl.'T 1-__ -1 

Capstone K1 
DKt:.Ttber 6, 1884 

1884 

1883 

1832 

1881 

li6 FEET ~----l 

1880 
IS() FEET 1-::==::::1 
152 FEET I- 1855·-'8 

-Know·Mlhinl1" ~riod 

I g.:g..S4 

ORlGI~At. 
FOt.:;I:D.\TI0:-0 

"Domos TO 
FOl;:-OOATlO:-; 
18i8·188O 

• 



e: 
?-emora ndu!l1 

To: }t;u-c Ha.lik, Team Captain, 
Nation.;1.1 Capi ted Team, I)SG 

From: Charles TtT 0 Snell, Historian, DS G 

Subject : Kistol:j'" date>. sec.tion for 'Fashington l~n·J.."ent. 

Enclosed is <Ii 11 Brief" lli.s tor-.r of the Hashineton 

Homunent and Grounds, 1783-1?7d," 29 pages- in double spaced 

final draft form, vri:ich y'ou requesJ~ed for. u.se in the 1·T.?shington 
.> 

l-bm.unent prcject you are · ... ;urking cr. /. If :rou need any more 

inforna tio:1 on an:t aspect of this subject, please let me 

kno-..T an~ I will be happy to prcr-iide it. 

With be~t regards 

C/i~,ti:1~ _~r:f~f--e 
Charles ~.r. Sr.el1 

I 
g. 
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