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Title 3-The President 

PROCLAMATION 4346 

Reserving Certa·in Lands Adjacent to and Enlarg­
ing the Boundaries of the Buck Island Reef 
National Tvionumcnt in the Virgin Islands of the 
United States 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Prodama tion 

The Buck Island Reef National Monument, situated off the northeast 
coast of Saint Croix Island in the Virgin Islands of the United States, 
was established by Proclamation No. 3443 of December 28, 1961 (76 
Stat. H41). It now has been determined that approximately thirty a~res 
of submerged land should be added to the monument site in order to 
insure the proper care and management of the shoals, rocks, undersea 
coral reef formations and other object<, of scientific and historical interest 
pertaining to this National Monument. 

These thirty acres of submerged lo.nds are presently owned in fee· by 
the United States. They will be conveyed to the Government of the 
Virgin Islands on February 3, 197.5, pursuant to Section 1 (a) of Public 
Law 93-435 ( 88 Stat. 1210), unless the President, under Section 1 (b) 
(vii) of that Act, designates otherwise. 

Under Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906, 34 Stat. 22.1) ( 16 U .S.C. 
4-3_1), the President is authorized to declare by public Proclamation 
objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of the United States to be 
national t:wnumcnts, and may reserve 1~ a part thereof parcels of land, 
the limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest area com­
patible with the proper care and management of the objects to be pro­
tected. The aforementioned thirty acres of submerged lands are 
contiguous to the site of the Buck Island Reef National!I.Ionument, con­
stitute a part of the ecological con•mm:ity of the Buck Island Reef, and 
will not cnb.rge the monument boundaries beyond the small~st area 
compatible with its proper care and management. 

NOW, THEREFORE,· I, GF.R:\LD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
Section 1 (b) (\'li) of Public Law 93-435 (88 -stat. 1210), do herel•y 
proclaim that the lands hereinafter described are excepted from the 

• transfer to the Government of the Vir~in Islands under Section 1 (a) of 
Public Law 93-4-35; and, by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906, 34 Stat. 225 ( 16 U.S.C. 431 ), 
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THE PRESIDENT 
" 

do hereby proclaim that, subject to valid existing rights, the lands here- · 
· inafter described are hereby added to and made a part o£ the Buck 

Island Reef National :Monument, and Proclamation No. 3·143 Q( De~ 
cember 28, 1961, establishing the Buck Island Reef National Monument 
is amended accordingly. 

Beginning at latitude 17°47'30" N, longitude 64°36'32'' W; thence 
approximately 1000 feet to latitude 1]047'27" N, long-itude 64°36'22" 
\V; thence approximately 900 feet to latitude li 0 47'18" N, fongitude 
64°36'22" W; thence approximately 1000 feet to latitude 17°47'15" N, 
longitude 64°36'22" W; thence approximately 1500 feet .to latitude 
1 r47'30" N, longitude 64°3G':32'' W, the place of beginning, embracing 
an area of approximately 30 acres" 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first 
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hun­
dred and ninety-ninth. 

[FR Doc.75-3356 Filed 2-3-75;10: 11 am) 

FEDERAL REGISTER. VOL 40, NO. 24-TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1975 



• 

'· • 

1 
•... 
.. 

f.

-. __ · .. .. •.. 

t:' 
'~ ' . v 

.,. 
~(, 

FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION Act No. 800 

Section 3. Act No. 501 of the Third Legislature, approved Octo­
ber 5, 1959, is hereby repealed, without however in any way im­
pairing the. validity of the proceedings, things or acts validated py 
such enactment; the effect of such enactrr1ent being hereby declared 
to be merged in, and continued by, this enactment. · 

'\' 

. Approved December 6, i981. 

(BILL 1552) 

··No .. 800. 

(Approved December 6, 1961) 

'To Authorize the Governor to Transfer Control of Buck Island 
and Adjacent Submerged Lands and Waters to the National P9;rk 

Service for Administration as a National Monument. .· 

WHEREAS Buck Island, situated p~ar the northeast coast of 
St. Croix Island in the Virgin Islands ~f; the United States, and its 
adjoining shoals, rocks and underseas e~ral reef formations con$ti­
tute one of the finest marine gardens in the Caribbean Sea and 
these lands, submerged land and their r:~~ted features are of gt{~at 
scientific interest and educational value; 4nd · 

WHEREA"S said Buck Island and ceJ,'~lJ: of its adjoining shoals, 
rocks, reefs and waters are proposec;l 1 ~f<lr establishment by the 
President of the United States of Amenca as a national monument 
under authority contained in the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225; 
16 U.S.C. 431); and '-:~-

WHEREAS the Government of the Virgin Islands is desirous 
that such establishment of a monument be made, consistent with 
the preservation and continuance of ceti;ain existing fishing, bath­
ing and recreational uses of the area by inhabitants of the::virgin 
Islands; Now, Therefore, 

'· 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands: 

Section 1. For the purpos~ of facilitatlirg the establishment and 
administration of Buck Island and certl:\il;J;,adjoining shoals, rocks, 
coral reefs and waters as a national mopument under the jurisdic­
tion of the Secretary of the Interior, the Governor of the Virgin 
Islands is hereby authorized, for and Oil:behalf of the Government 
of the. Virgin Islands, to relinquish to -~~~ United States such con- · 
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• Act No~ 800 
VIRGIN ISLANI~S SESSION LAWS 1961 

trol as is vested in the Government of the Virgin Islands qnder the 
Virgin Islands Organic Act of" June 22, 1936, as revised and 
amended (49 Stat. 1808; 48 U.S.C. 1405c), the property qescribed 
as follows: 

Beginning at latitude 17°. 47' 58" N., longitude 64 o 38' 
16" W., thence approximately 10,450 feet to latitqde 
17° 47' 30" N., longitude 64~ 36' 32" W.; thence approxi- · 
mately 1,500 feet to latituqe 17° 47' 15" N., longitude 
64 o 36' 32" W.; thence approximately 4,500 feet to lati­
tude 17° 47' 00"· N., longitude 64° 37' 16" W.; thence 
approximately 8,600 feet to.latitude 17° 47' 35" N., longi-
tude 64 o 38' 37" W.; and tnence approximately 3,075 feet 
to latitude 17° 47' 58" N., longitude 64° 38' 16" W., ;the 
·place of beginning, embracing an area of approximatelY 
850 a~res. ' · *'·. 

Section 2. The Government ~f{~the Virgin Islands hereby ex­
pressly declares that it is a con4~~ipn .of its relinquishment of con­
trol over Buck Island, and the ~t(}9ining shoals, rocks, coral reefs, 
and waters embraced in the deJeriPtion · set forth in section 1 of 
this Act, and a condition to the col1trnued exercise of control over 
such property by the National Park Service, or any other depart­
ment, agency ·or instrumentality -of the United States in which 
administrative control is vested pitf&uant to the provisions of this 

· Act, that such department, agel)cy or instrumentality shall not 
adopt or attempt to enforce any\.rule, regulation or requirement 
limiting, restricting or reducing tn-& existing fishing (including the 

,r.~· landing of l;>oats and the laying C>f' fishpots outside of the marine 
garden), bathing or recreational ~vileges by inhabitants of the 
Virgin Islands, and shall not char~e any fees for admission to the 
area. The faithful performance of the foregoing conditions shall be 
deemed to be a condition subsequent to the control by any such . 
department, agency or instrumentality over the aforesaid area. 

"'""'· < 

Approved December 5, 1961 . 
.. 
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• Ch. 1 PARKS AND RECREATION T.32 § 2 

!lny rul!!, re&'ulati~n or requir~ment limiting, restricting or reducing the exist· 
mg fish1~g (mcludmg the landmg of boats and the laying of fishpots outside of 
the manne garden), bathing or recreation~! privileges by inhabitants of the 

j! Virgin Islands, and shall not charge any fe~s for admission to the area. · 
"WHEREAS it is in the public interest tq~ preserve this area of outstanding 

scientific, aesthetic, and educational importance:for the benefit and enjoyment 
of the people: . · 

6 "NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, President of the United 
Sta~es of America, under and by virtue Q.f the authority vested in my' -by 
sect10n 2 of the act of June 8, 1906, 34 Sta~; 225 (16 U.S.C. 431), do proclaim 

. that, subject to valid existing rights, there i •. hereby reserved and set aparj;, as 
. the Buck Island Reef National Monument, the area embraced withm lines 
c drawn between the coordinates of latitude and longitude recited as follows: 

< "Beginning at latitude 17.47'58" N., longitude 64.38'16" W.; thence approxi-
<mately 10,450 feet to latitude ,17.47'30" N.; longitude 64°36'32" W.; thlmce 

approximately 1,500 feet .to latitude. 17.47'15" N., longitude 64.36'32" W.; 
thence approximately 4,500 feet to latitud~· 17"47'00" N., longitude 64"31'16" 
W.; thence approximately 8,600 feet to.~· latitude 17"47'35" N., longitude 
64.38'37" W.; and thence approximately 3;075 feet to latitude 17"47'58"' N., 
longitude 64 •38'16" W., the place of beginyting, embracing an area of approxi-
mately 850 acres, t; · 

"WARNING is expressly given to all unjl,uthorized persons not to appippri· 
ate, injure, destroy, deface, or remove any':feature of this monument and. not 
to locate or settle upon any of the-lands ret~erved for the monument byl:this 
proclamation. . , '": , · 

''The Secretary of the Interior shall have -the supervision, management, and 
control of this monument as provided in the act of Congress entitled 'An act 
to establish a National Park Service, ~~:nd for other purposes,' approved 
August 25, 1916, 39 Stat. 535 (16 U.S.C; 1~3), and all acts supplemel'\tary 
thereto and amendatory thereof: Provided,' thjj,t neither the Department o! the 
Interior, nor any other agency or instrumentality of the United States, $hall 
adopt or attempt to enforce any ru1e, regul;,J.tion or requirement limiting, re­
stricting or reducing the existing fishing (including the landing of boats and 
the laying of' fish pots outside of the marine~·garden), bathing or recreational 
privileges by inhabitants of the Virgin Islands, or charge any fees for admis· 
sion to the area. 

"IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here11nto set my hand and caused the 
Seal of the United States of America to be att\xed .. 

"DONE at the City of Washington this trwenty-eighth day of December in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-one, and 
of the Independence of the~''United States of America the 
one hundred and eighty-sixm:: 

[SEAL) 
"JOHN F. KENNEDY 

"By the President: 
"DEAN RUSK, 

"Secretary of State." 

Playground and recreational facility in French Village, St. Thomas. Act 
June 15, 1961, No. 759, Sess. L. 1961, p. 13, imthorized the construction of a 
modern playground and recreational facility iln French Village, St. Thomas, 
and provided for the acquisition of land in cont;~ection therewith, and for the 
Governor to prepare, or have prepared, plans 'an'd specifications for submission 
to the Committee on Public Works, Safety aild· Trade, of the Legislature, at 
least 21 days prior to the Regular Session of \;lie Legislature in 1962. 

Improvements at Magens Bay. Act June 9~" 1961, No. 716, Sess. L. 1961, 
p. 69, provided: · .· · 

"Section 1. The Governor of,' the Virgin IslJ,ttds is hereby authorized to take 
whatever action is necessary to provide picmic and camping grounds and a 

~f;:~ 
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T.32 § 2 SPORTS AND PARKS Ch. 1 

of administration when a minimum acre11ge of not less than five thousand acres 
in Federal ownership for purposes of this Act shall have been acquired. by the 
United States in specific areas containing such acquired lands to be designated 
by the Secretary; and 

"(f) Notice of the establishment of the park as authorized and }>rescribed 
by this Act shall be published in the Feqeral Register. · 

"SEc. 3. [This section, authorizing :~n appropriation for capital ;improve­
ments of not in excess of $60,000 and :annually for administration of not in 
excess of $30,000, was repealed by A~t of Congress May 16, 1958; Pub. L. 
85-404, 72 Stat. 112.)" 

Buck Island as National Monument. Act Dec. 5, 1961, No. 800, Sess. t. 1961, 
p. 277, authorized the Governor of the'Virgin Islands to transfer such control 
of Buck Island and adjacent submerged lands and waters as was vested in the 
Virgin Islands Government under the Virgin Islands Organic Act of 1936, as 
revised and amended (see'§ 4 thereof,":set out preceding Title 1), to' the Na­
tional Park Service of the 'Department of the Interior for administration as a 
National Monument, providing, a's con'pitions to such transfer, that ilo limita· 
tions or restrictions be placed, or, reductions be made, in existing fish~ng privi­
leges (including .the landing of boats a1'1d the laying of fishpots outside the ma­
rine garden), or bathing or recreational privileges, of inhabitants of t)le Virgin 
Islands, and. that no fee be charged fqr admission to the area. The Rresident's 
Proclamation No. 3443, dated Dec. 28, ~961, filed Jan. 2, 1962, F.R. Dei,!;. 62-152, 
27 F.R. 31, establishing the Buck Islarid Reef National Monument, pr~vides as 
follows: ·· ' 

"WHEREAS Buck Island, situated' '~ the northeast coast of St. Croix 
Island in the Virgin Islands of the U~ .. J~tl!d States, was included in the public, 
government, or crown lands ceded to tl\~.· United States by Denmark under the 
convention entered into August 4, 1916~' jand proclaimed by the President Janu-
ary 25, 1917 (39 Stat. 1706); and >·: , 

"WHEREAS all property thus acquir.~'il by the United States from Denmark, 
not reserved by the United States for public purposes prior to June '22, 1937, 
was placed under the control of the Gp;.yernment of the Virgin Islands by the 
act of June 22, 1936, 49 Stat. 1807 (48·:P:.~.C. 1405-1405c), with the legal title 
remaining in the United States; and ·':< 

"WHEREAS Buck Island was not resetved by the United States for public 
purposes prior to June 22, 1937, but has been owned by the United States con­
tinuously since the convention with Denm~.rk in 1916; and 

"WHEREAS Buck Island and its adjoihing shoals, rocks, and undersea coral 
reef forma.tions possess one of the finest. m~rine gardens in the Caribbean Sea; 
and ' 

"WHEREAS these lands and their iehlted features are of great scientific 
interest and educational value to students ~f the sea and to the public; and 

"WHEREAS this unique natural arti:71!,~d the rare marine life which are 
dependent upon it are subject to constai'lt. threat of commercial exploitation and 
destruction; and ':,, 

"WHEREAS the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings 
and Monuments, established pursuant 'to the act of August 21, 1935, 49 Stat. 
666 (16 U.S.C. 463), impressed by the:~aliber and scientific importance of the 
coral reefs of Buck Island, has urged' tpeir prompt protection to prevent fur-
ther despoliation; and ·:.: 

"WHEREAS the Governor of the Virgin Islands, under the authority vested 
in him by the legislative assembly of the Virgin Islands by an act approved 
December 5, 1961, has relinquished to the United States, for the purposes of 
facilitating the establishment and administration of a national monument for 
the protection of the above-mentioned ;lreas and objects of historic and scien­
tific interest, such control ·as is vested irf, the Government of the Virgin Islands 
by the said act of Congress dated Junf, 22, 1936, over the area hereinafter 
described; subject, however, to the condi1i9,n that the United States, including 
any agency or instrumentality thereof, sl\~1~ not adopt or attempt to enforce 
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